Situation Update on the Cholera outbreak in Kotido District (27th to 28th July 2010)
Highlights

· From 27th July to 28th July, 6 new cases have been reported giving an average of 3 cases per day. This is down compared to an average of 4 reported during 24th to 26th July 2010. The cases were reported from parishes of Panyangara, Nakpelemoru & Kotido S/county i.e Rikitai 3 cases, Watakao 1 case, Lokorok 1 case and Kanawati 1case. Lokorok parish had taken some good number of days without a case being reported from it. 

· The cumulative number of notified cases to date is 533 including 11 deaths; since the onset of the epidemic on 12th/05/2010. No community death was reported during this period.
· The current cumulative deaths are 11 of which 7 are community death giving an overall CFR of 2.1%.
· The Sub Counties of Nakapelemoru, Panyangara, Kotido & Regen plus Kotido Town Council have reported at least a case. The majority of the cases are currently being reported from Panyagara S/C in Rikitai and Loletio parishes. 
Table 1: Disaggregating of cases by Sub-county 

	Sub-county
	New cases
	Cumulative cases
	New death
	Cumulative deaths

	Nakapelemoru
	2
	241
	0
	3

	Panyangara
	3
	225
	0
	1+(6*)=7

	Kotido  S/C
	1
	40
	0
	0

	Kotido T C
	0
	9
	0
	0

	Regen
	0
	18
	0
	1*

	Total
	6
	533
	0
	4 +(7*)=11


*cases that died in community

Descriptive epidemiology:

 Below is the graphic showing daily epidemiological curve of the cholera outbreak. The curve has multiple peaks, which indicates continuous infection with very many multiple sources of infection (the Ponds i.e. Ataparas). 
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Below are figures showing the distribution of cases according to Parishes in the five affected Sub Counties. 
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Actions so far:

Coordination: Taskforce meeting scheduled 22/07/2010 was not held as many District officals were reported being engaged in different activities. Main action points still being encouraged included:

· Need to expedite the repair of broken down boreholes

· Provide ORS for the Kraal populations

· Engage the political leadership and agencies involved with the ponds (Ataparas) to map a way forward

Social mobilization:

The social mobilization working groups continue visiting Manyattas located in Rikitai, Kamoru and loletio parishes in Panyangara Sub County and plans to visit Nakapelemoru parishes starting next week. The following are being done 

· Mobilized communities leaders and elders for an upcoming community sensitization and mobilization movements to the villages

· Together with community leaders, partners agreed on a one week program to round up villages in Nakapelemoru sub county with an integrated program including WASH and social mobilization members  

· Together with the sub county leadership of Panyangara continue to support VHTs to conduct door to door sensitizations of the manyatas and pass appropriate messages as per the situation found on the ground. 

· Conducted community sensitizations and dialogue with community members in the villages visited.
· Conducted demonstrations of hand washing and water treatment at household levels for consumption while encouraging more the use of ash given the economic status of the communities in Kotido in regards to the ability to purchase soap

· Held a meeting with elders and VHTS at the villages to discuss their roles to control cholera and support to VHTs. VHTS encouraged to carry door to door supervision, follow up with the health Assistants and the district to get aqua tablets for the community 
· Using two film vans hired by Oxfam  to facilitate community mobilization 
WASH: 
· Continue giving aqua tabs to the communities mostly affected however the tabs are running out of stock

· Using HA continue to advocate for sanitation improvement at household levels
Surveillance:

Deploy of 5 Health assistants in the 5 affected S/Counties to strengthen surveillance activities done.

Case management: Additional supplies for case management continue being replenished by WHO in all the CTCs. 
Actions points:

Plans to conduct on job training on cholera case management to health workers at all health facilities except those at CTUs as they are already orientated.
Conclusion: Fluctuating incidence of cholera with strong indication of pond point source. Consumption of the pond water remains high in Panyangara with very strong sentiments. There are indications that though the ponds are artificial and just recent they have entered the belief system of the communities. Social mobilization has improved response in Nakapelimoru but Panyangara is moving contrary. There is need to continue social mobilization and to indoctrine the communities to stop using pond waters if the outbreak is to be contained in the near future especially in hard lining communities in Napumpum, Rikitae, Loletio and Loposha   
Compiled by Kotido District Health Department with support from WHO – 0772381451 & 0782398568

