Situation Update on the Suspected Strange disease outbreak in Abim District (17th /11/2010)
District Profile
Abim district has 5 sub-counties and one Town Council. The District is bordered by Kotido District in the east, Kaabong District in the northeast, Kotido District in the north, Agago & Lira Districts in the west and Amuria & Moroto District in the south and southeast. The estimated population of Abim District is approximately 91,534 (District planning figures) 

The district has 1 Health Sub-District with 18 health facilities including one hospital (Abim Hospital). 
Background:
Information of death cases and other cases being treated at Morulem HC III with history of fever, headache, abdominal pain, bloody diarrhoea and vomiting blood were reported to the Abim CAO’s Office by the Parish Chief of Morulem on 08 November 2010. He also notified the same to the DHO Office on the same date. A rapid response team was therefore constituted by the DHO to investigate the report. The team above proceeded to the Morulem HC III and Morulem Sub County villages to verify the report. The team have come out with the most likely diagnosis for these cases may be ameabiasis/malaria but want to rule out VHF (Ebola or Marburg) and Lassa. Blood specimen samples have been taken from 8 suspected cases and sent to UVRI Entebbe for laboratory diagnosis on 10th/11/2010 and we received preliminary results ruling out Ebola and Marburg on 14th/11/2010. However more laboratory tests are still run and details of the findings will be got in a few days from now
Current status
· From 14th to 16th three suspected cases of strange disease have been reported each coming from the villages Wipolo, Nyakwae & Kalakala.

· As of 16th/11/2010, accumulative numbers of twenty suspected cases have been reported and the numbers of cases still admitted are two.
· Out of total number of cases, eight have died and among the deaths, one died in the community, another one died at Abim Hospital and the rest died at Morulem HC III. 
· On 15th/11/2010 a pig was seen vomiting blood in Aremo central village and the community killed it but Vet. Officials did a post-mortem on it and blood specimen samples have been taken from it and sent to Kampala for lab investigation
Measuring ill health     (Table 1: Cases by Village)
	Village
	Cumulative cases recorded at H/Us
	Cumulative deaths recorded at H/Us

	Wipolo
	5
	3

	Gologotha
	5
	0

	Aremo Central
	6
	3

	Katabok
	1
	1

	Otumpili
	1
	1

	Nyakwae
	1
	0

	kalakala
	1
	0

	Total
	20
	8
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Descriptive epidemiology:

 Below is the graphic showing daily epidemiological curve of the suspected strange disease outbreak.
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Action put in place

Coordination:
· DHT members and CAO met on the 11th/11/2010 and discussed on the implementation of the recommendation developed by the District Rapid Response team. 
· An emergency outbreak response/contingency plan has been developed 15th & 16th/11/2010 and being sent to development partners in the District for support. A draft copy was also given to the PS MoH 
· Preliminary investigation report has been disseminated to all Development partners in the District, MoH & WHO Country Office –Uganda.
Case Management & Surveillance:

· An isolation area has been temporary established at Morulem HC III and symptomatic management is being given to patients. 
· The health staffs at the facility have been oriented on how to observe universal safety precaution measures while managing the cases.
· Some few PPEs supplies’ have been prepositioned at Morulem HC III
· Contacts of the death cases and those ill are being compiled and have them monitored
· Alert circular notices have been given to all Health facilities in entire Abim District on suspected strange disease outbreak and advising them on what to do in case of encountering similar disease
· More blood, stool & vomit specimen samples have been taken from the patients and contacts by the team from MoH for further laboratory analysis
Constraints:

· There is limited human resource at Morulem Health HC III to handle the cases being referred from the community. 
· Active case search needs further strengthening but No funding so far available for surveillance activities

Social Mobilization:

· Public alert massages have been disseminated in entire District of Abim and also advising them on what to do as precaution measures. 
Conclusion:

There urgent need to mobilize resources that will help in implementing activities that will be seen to control the problem. 
Compiled by Abim District Health Department with support from WHO & CUAAM – 0772969953, 0777021753, 0772884574 & 0772721973
