Public Information on undiagnosed illness in Northern Uganda:
· The confirmation of the strange disease that is being reported in Northern Uganda has not yet been established. 

· Through the national reference laboratories in the country (UVRI and CPHL) and other collaborative laboratories (CDC Atlanta), the MOH conducted extensive investigations to find out the cause of the illness in Northern Uganda. From these investigations the following disease conditions have tested negative so far:

· Ebola
· Marburg 

· Rift Valley Fever

· Lassa fever

· Congo Creamean fever
· Typhoid fever

· Preliminary laboratory results had identified plague as the cause of the outbreak. However, confirmatory tests done at UVRI and CDC Atlanta were negative for plague. On that note, more investigations are still being conducted to explore the possible causes of the outbreak.

· The common symptoms and signs of the illness include headache, fever, abdominal pain, general body weakness and dizziness. Other symptoms are vomiting, diarrhoea. Some patients may have bleeding symptoms such as bloody diarrhoea, vomiting blood, bleeding from the nose and passing bloody urine. 

· It is important to note that patients who report early to health facilities to seek treatment have recovered well in a short time.  

· It has also been observed that where the strange illness is occurring, animal deaths have been reported.

· The Staff Members (SM) are urged not to panic because the Ministry of Health and its Partners is doing its best to confirm the cause of the illness and control it promptly

· The SM is advised to take the following precaution as a general measure to prevent spread of any disease conditions: - 

· Avoid close contact with patients having the above symptoms

· Report/ encourage any person with the above mentioned symptoms to go to the nearest health facility immediately
· To practice frequent hand washing with soap/ ashes 
· To avoid eating/ touching/ handling sick or dead animals 

· Report cases of sick or dead animals to the nearest veterinary/ health authority.
