Situation Update on the Cholera outbreak in Kotido District (11 July 2010)
Highlights

· From 11 July to 18 July, 68 new cases have been reported an increase from last weeks 49 cases representing an average of 10 cases daily compared to 7 in the past week. The parishes of Wakatao, Rikitai, Loposha topped the list with the highest burden. 

· The cumulative number of notified cases to date is 492 including 11 deaths; since the onset of the epidemic on 12th/05/2010. Two additional community deaths were reported in Panyangara sub county
· The current cumulative deaths are 11 of which 7 are community death giving an overall CFR of 2.2%.
· The Sub Counties of Nakapelemoru, Panyangara, Kotido Rural & Regen. The majority of the cases continue being reported from Nakapelemoru S/C in Watakau & Potongor parishes and also Panyagara S/C in Laposa & Rikitai parishes. 
Table 1: Disaggregating of cases by Sub-county 

	Sub-county
	New cases
	Cumulative cases
	New death
	Cumulative deaths

	Nakapelemoru
	16
	244
	0
	3

	Panyangara
	48
	188
	2
	1(5*)=6

	Kotido Rural S/C
	2
	35
	0
	0

	Kotido TC
	1
	7
	0
	0

	Regen
	1
	18
	0
	2*

	Total
	68
	492
	2
	4(7*)=11


*cases that died in community

Descriptive epidemiology:

 Below is the graphic showing daily epidemiological curve of the cholera outbreak. The curve shows a fluctuating pattern, the major of the cases were from Panyangara in the areas of Rikitae, Loposha and Loletio parishes. [image: image1.emf]Daily Incidence of Cholera Cases in Kotido district,   12th May  to  11 July 2010
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Below are figures showing the distribution of cases according to Parishes in the three affected Sub Counties. [image: image2.emf]Distribution of Cholera cases by  Parishes  of Panyangara, Nakapelemoru , Kotido  and Regen 
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Actions so far:

Coordination: Taskforce meeting was held with representation of many partners. Main action points included:

· Need to expedite the repair of broken down boreholes

· Provide ORS for the Kraal populations

· Engage the political leadership and agencies involved with the ponds to map a way forward

Social mobilization:

The social mobilization working groups visited a kraal located at Lokanyum village in Panyangara sub county having a population of 2,528 house holds 

The social mobilization working groups visited Nakapelemoru sub county 

· Mobilized communities leaders and elders for an upcoming community sensitization and mobilization movements to the villages

· Together with community leaders, partners agreed on a one week program to round up villages in Nakapelemoru sub county with an integrated program including WASH and social mobilization members  

· A week program agreed on to cover 29 villages 

· Passed messages on water treatment, hand washing, latrine use and eating of hot food to 500 people coming from the villages of Itakwara, Lodele, Kalobur, Nyakwae, Oyapwa & Ngolemor all found in Nakapelemoru subcounty in Lookorok Parish 

· Also sensitized soldiers at a detach near the food distribution point in Lookorok village. 

Carried out community sensitization of communities at a World Vision food distribution point

The social mobilization working groups visited the villages of Nadooi, Kongole, Naŋelep and Karukadong in Panyangara sub county

· Together with the sub county leadership supported VHTs to conduct door to door sensitizations of the manyatas and pass appropriate messages as per the situation found on the ground. Over 50 manyatas supervised and a small chart with the families on household hygiene improvements

· Conducted community sensitizations and dialogue with community members in the villages visited. Over 1500 people reached

· Conducted demonstrations of hand washing and water treatment at household levels for consumption while encouraging more the use of ash given the economic status of the communities in Kotido in regards to the ability to purchase soap

· Held a meeting with elders and VHTS at the villages to discuss their roles to control cholera and support to VHTs. VHTS encouraged to carry door to door supervision, follow up with the health Assistants and the district to get aqua tablets for the community. 

WASH: No report

Surveillance:

Conducted active case search and case investigations in Napumpum, Kanawat and Losilang
Case management: Additional supplies for case management were received from WHO in the CTCs. A team comprising of WHO, DHO and UNICEF also conducted supervision of the CTCs
Actions points:

Deploy support staff; askaris, cleaners and cooks to improve policing and case isolation
Conclusion: Fluctuating incidence of cholera with strong indication of pond point source. Consumption of the pond water remain high in Panyangara with very strong sentiments. There are indications that though the ponds are artificial and recent they have entered the belief system of the communities. Social mobilization has improved response in Nakapelimoru but Panyangara is moving contrary. There is need to continue social mobilization and to indoctrine the communities to hand in the ponds to be drained if the outbreak is to be contained in the near future especially in hard lining communities in Napumpum, Rikitae, Loletio and Loposha   
Compiled by Kotido District Health Department with support from WHO – 0772381451 & 0778398568

