FILE NOTES ON COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR) WEEK
From the 11-14th October 2010, OPM in collaboration with the United Nations, NGOs, URCS and other stake holders joined the rest of the world in commemorating the International DRR day. Although this event is meant to be commemorated in a day, the organizers made it a week’s event with a set of activities running through out the week

1. What is the International day for DRR all about?

In 1989, the UN General Assembly designated the second Wednesday of October the International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction. The day was to be observed annually during the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, 1990-1999. In 2001, the General Assembly in its resolution 56/195 of 21 December decided to maintain the observance of the International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction on the second Wednesday of October, as a vehicle to promote a global culture of natural disaster reduction, including disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness. 

The International Day for Disaster Reduction is an opportunity to raise awareness of disaster risks and promote a global culture of disaster risk reduction among key stakeholders in countries of the world. The day not only offers an opportunity to reflect on our past efforts in reducing disaster risks, but also provides a forum through which fresh commitments are made by stake holders to take action on DRR.

Theme for this year’s commemoration 

The global theme for 2010 was “making cities resilient: my city is getting ready”. This theme was chosen because of the increasing vulnerability of urban centres in the world. Cities have become generators of new risks: failed infrastructure and services, environmental urban degradation, increasing informal settlements and almost a billion slum dwellers around the world. This makes many urban citizens more vulnerable to natural hazards.

However, given the increasing frequencies of hydro-metrological hazards in Uganda which have caused devastating disasters lately (Teso floods of 2007, North and North Eastern Uganda drought of 2008-2009, Bududa land slides of 2010), the National platform for DRR decided to choose a theme that relates disaster risks to the impact of climate change. Hence the National theme for commemorating the International Day for DRR this year was: “Strengthening community’s adaptive capacity to changing disaster risks”. 
[image: image5.jpg]



ACCRA group during the march  
OCHA was part of the task force that was established by the DRR National platform to organize for the commemoration of this week.
Key messages for this year’s commemoration

Throughout the week, messages that were being communicated aimed at raising awareness about the effect of climate change in increasing the intensity and frequency of disasters in Uganda. In Uganda, climate change is exacerbating disaster risks, not only because of the expected increase in frequency and intensity of extreme climate events, but also due to already existing vulnerability in most communities. The messages were also aimed at raising awareness on the convergence of Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) and Disaster Risk Reduction and a need to foster collaboration between DRR and Climate Change actors.

Activities for the week

Mon 11 October 2010: Press conference

OPM hosted a press conference at the Uganda Media Centre. Participants in the press conference were the Minister for Relief, Disaster Preparedness and Refugees Prof. Tarsis Kabwegyere), the Director, National Emergency Coordination and Operations Centre (Maj General Oketta) and Assistant Commissioner for Disaster Preparedness and Management (Ms Rose Nakabugo Bwenvu). During the press conference, the participants emphasized the increasing focus of government to disaster risk reduction, most especially preparedness  

Tuesday 12 October 2010: Band march and DRR exhibition
The day started with a band march around Kampala led by the Uganda Prisons band. The Chief Walker was the Minister of Disaster Preparedness and Refugees accompanied by the Board Chairman of the Uganda Red Cross Society. Others who participated in the march included Nkumba and Kyambogo Universities, UN agencies, INGOs, Uganda Red Cross and students. The march started from and ended at the Mayors Gardens at Kampala City Council office premises.
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The banner for the UN Joint climate change pgm              The Chief Walker, minister for Disaster Preparedness leading the 

                                                                                                                  procession with the Uganda Red Cross Board Chairman
At the venue (Mayor’s gardens), there was an exhibition by different organizations to show case what DRR activities they are doing in different parts of the country. The organizations that participated in the exhibition included the UN (exhibiting the UN joint climate change programme, OCHA), ACCRA (a consortium of 4 international NGOs (Oxfam, World Vision, Care and Save the Children), Makerere Institute of Health Sciences. OCHA exhibited its information management products that support disaster preparedness and response. 
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Kennedy (FAO) explaining to the minister the                                 The UN team in the UN tent

Eco-system approach of the UN Joint CC pgm
Wednesday 13 October 2010: Conference

This day was dedicated to a DRR conference that took place in Hotel Africana. Sponsored by the ACCRA consortium, the main objective of the conference was to generate a common understanding and increase awareness on the linkages between disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation and make concrete actions on how to improve collaboration between the two sets of actors. Presentations at the conference included the following:
· Climate change and Disasters: Evidence of Climate Change and its impacts on disasters in Uganda (By Meteorology department)
· A video on impact of climate change in Uganda: “Turning UP the Heat” (By Oxfam)

· Conceptual linkages between Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation (By Climate Change Unit)

· Africa Climate Change Resilience Alliance in Uganda: Research on Climate change Adaptation at Community Level (By ACCRA)

· Role of  Private sector in promoting DRR, CCA and Mitigation interventions  in Uganda (By NEMA)

· Role of  Civil Society  in promoting DRR, CCA and Mitigation interventions  in Uganda: opportunities and challenges

· Towards an integrated approach to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation: Key action points (Plenary led by OCHA)
From the presentations and discussions, the workshop came out with action points to take forward the initiative for close collaboration between DRR and CCA actors

Media activities

· A 10 minute documentary was produced and made to run on UBC television through out the week. The documentary highlighted the increasing vulnerability of communities to disasters and climate change

· The minister for Relief and Disaster Preparedness and the WHO country representative were hosted in a one hour television talk show on UBC on Wednesday night. They emphasized the need for scaling up disaster preparedness and disaster risk reduction in view of increasing frequency and intensity of disasters
· Different organizations put advertorials  in the news papers reiterating the effectiveness of disaster risk reduction in addressing risks and vulnerabilities 
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