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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This report explores the community perceptions on the practice of early marriage in Northern Uganda. An inter-agency assessment was conducted in response to an increase in reports on the practice of early marriage in Northern Uganda, a concern brought to mention by various stakeholders and service providers. This report presents findings from the assessment undertaken with a total of 667 community members from Gulu, Amuru, Pader, Lira and Apac, through focus group discussions and individual interviews. Community perceptions and understanding on the phenomenon of early marriage in a population movement context, along with specific age and gender considerations are presented herewith, as well as, consequential effects of early marriages on children’s well-being. Finally, the report provides initial directions on how to prevent and mitigate the impact of the practice in Northern Uganda. 

The main objective of this assessment was to determine whether the practice of early marriage had been affected by the return process and if so, how. However, through the assessment findings and further reflection it was conluded that this angle of analysis was not so pertinent (including due to lack of baselines and the fact that return is still on-going). Therefore no definite conclusion could be drawn. While the return process brought a wealth of meaning to the views on early marriage; the responses given by respondents in return areas bore as much similarities as the responses from those still living within the IDP. As such, there were no significant differences in the findings on early marriage collected from the community in areas of return and the community in IDP settings.  

This assessment explores factors that make children more vulnerable to early marriage as perceived by the community and suggests means of reducing this violence against children. Findings indicate that  in comparison to boys, girls are 4 times more likely to marry early (below 18 years) than boys and this could be tied to gender roles and traditions that support inequalities between men and women.  Community members seemed clearly aware that early marriage is not acceptable by law. All respondents confirmed that early marriage has harmful and detrimental impact on the well-being of children with more adverse effects on girls than boys.
Future studies and evaluations may be needed to identify best programming approaches and interventions to prevent and mitigate the impact of this practice. As it is the case for most child protection violations, addressing early marriages must engage a cross sectoral effort at all levels, starting with the family nucleus and children up to highest levels of government.

A. Context and background leading to the assessment

In June 2008, the Kampala based Child protection sub-cluster
  took up the concerns reported by the Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) in Pader on the practice of early marriages and its alleged increase. This concern was shared to other District CPWGs which all confirmed having similar challenges.  The sub-cluster agreed that an inter-agency assessment, conducted by CPWG members at district level would be required to establish whether this practice has/is being exacerbated by the population movement/returns
 as well as to document community perceptions to better understand factors leading to this practice  in order to inform advocacy, prevention and response efforts. Terms of Reference for an inter-agency assessment were developed by members of the national child protection sub-cluster,  spelling out the scope, methodology, and modalities for conducting the assessment (attached in annex 1).  
The Inter African Committee on Traditional Practices defined early marriage as, “any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years, before the girl is physically, physiologically and psychologically ready to shoulder responsibilities of marriage and child bearing”
 .The Constitution of Uganda provides for the right of men and women of 18 years and above to marry and found a family and that the marriage shall be entered into with their free consent. There are five legally recognised marriages in Uganda; the civil marriage, the Christian marriage, the Hindu marriage, the Muslim marriage and the Customary marriage
 . 

Traditionally, customary marriage in the Acholi sub region was a lengthy process. It began with courtship of a girl by a man in which, if interest is reciprocated, the man would pay the girls family a visit. The union between a man and a woman was only considered final when the whole bridal dowry (Nyom) had been paid by the man - then on the girl ceased to be known as girl (Nyako) and became a woman (Dako). The marriage was celebrated as soon as the 2 families reached a final agreement and the man’s family made some payment for the dowry (Otono Ken)
. It was however known to happen that sometimes the families of the girl or even the family of the boy made arrangement for a couple’s marriage without their consent if they thought the two to be suitable in terms of lineage or wealth to be gained. Traditionally, a girl of 16 years was considered ready for marriage. 

‘Marriage was an important cultural aspect amongst the Luo, which reportedly has been affected in the last decades in particular for communities affected by war. It was a way for one to show and earn respect from society; and only took place after utmost consideration. A married man was regarded as of great importance and commanded respect and power while a married woman was in a higher hierarchy among her peers’
 .

Child Protection actors in Northern Uganda reported in the first half of 2008 that girls as young as 13 years old were being married off by their parents for financial gain, and based on anecdotal evidence there is a belief shared by many that marriage is no longer a source of prestige, that its value has been downgraded to mainly economic necessities.  
· Overall objective of the inter-agency assessment: 

Document community perceptions on the practice of early marriages in Northern Uganda and whether the practice has been affected by the return process.  
The underlying purpose was to gain an understanding of the diversity of opinions and experiences on the practice of early marriages, including its contributing factors and whether it has been exacerbated by the return process. Based on findings, a set of recommendations for programming could be further drawn. It was anticipated that the assessment report could inform advocacy and fund-raising efforts. 
B. Scope of the Assessment
· Target locations

In line with the geographical focus of the Clusters in Uganda, the assessment took place in Acholi and Lango sub-regions
 in the following districts: Gulu (Odek sub-county), Amuru (Alero sub-county), Kitgum (Labongo Layamo sub-county), Pader (Patongo sub-county), Lira (Okwang sub-county) and Apac (Alito sub-county). Each District Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) through a participatory process selected one sub-county to be assessed
. A total of 6 sub-counties covered. In each sub-county, interviews and focus group discussions were conducted in both 1 camp and in 1 transit/return site (except in Lira and Apac where the assessments were conducted only in “areas of return” due to closure of all camps )

· Actual Respondents (see annex 4 for details)
A total of 669 individuals participated in the assessment, among which 274 were children. 156 questionnaires were collected (70 for Focus Group Discussions and 86 for Individual Interviews).
C. 
Methodology
Two different tools were agreed upon: Focus Groups Discussions (FGD) and Individual Interviews – to reach an understanding of the diversity of opinions and experiences on the practice of early marriages, and to benefit from group discussion dynamics as well as one on one time.
Focus Group Discussions were set up as follows in both camps and return/transit sites for:

Married girls (age 12-17): Group of 5 or more. Married boys (age 12-17): Group of 5 or more

Non-married girls (age 12-17, both in and out of school): Group of 5 or more. Non-married boys (age 12-17, both in and out of school): Group of 5 or more. Women/Parent: Group of 10. Men/Parent: Group of 10. Elderly (grandparents, caregivers…): Group of 10 or more

Individual interviews were held with the following key informants:

LCs, teachers, S/C chief, ACDO/CDO, Probation Officer, Clan/cultural leaders

A standard questionnaire was developed, through a participatory process, and used for individual interviews and to guide focus group discussions (see annex 2: Questionnaire). Guidance notes to introduce and conduct FGD and individual interviews were prepared and used during orientation sessions with assessment teams to ensure that ethical and safety principles would be upheld throughout the assessment process (see annex 3: Guidelines). It must be noted that a pilot assessment session was conducted in Lira, and as a result several modifications were made to the questionnaire (some questions were dropped and terminology changed) and guidelines.

· Preparatory Process
Orientation sessions for all assessors were held in Lira, Apac, Kitgum, Pader, Gulu and Amuru in July 2008. This was a crucial step in ensuring that all assessors internalised ethical guidelines, prepared response plans should cases of violence and abuse be disclosed during the discussions, and became fully familiar with the questions to be asked and how to record responses. Orientation sessions allowed as well the assessors to practice asking questions in local language and agree on the appropriate and non threatening terms to be used (as questionnaires were written in English language only).
· Assessment teams and contributing agencies
While no specific budget was allocated for this assessment, it was carried out with the direct support of each participating agency in the form of staff time, logistical support (transport and stationary) and refreshment costs. 
District level:
Each District CPWGs selected the sub-county where to conduct the assessment, and established the assessment teams (at a minimum 4 members, 2 women and 2 men considering that FGD should be conducted by 2 members).  Attention was paid to gender-balance in the composition of assessment teams, and a general recommendation was made by members of the CPWG that women and girls should always be interviewed by women assessors and the same was proposed for boys and men.
National level:

UNICEF dedicated one Child Protection Officer who together with the sub-cluster coordinator: ensured that consultation and consensus was reached on the methodology and modalities of conducting the assessment; extended support including orientation to field assessment teams; took the lead in compiling, analyzing questionnaires and FGD results and drafting the assessment report. 

The Child Protection sub-cluster involvement extended beyond the field data collection phase, as members took up several opportunities to comment on draft versions of the report. In Kampala, a national review team
 was initially set up to provide feedback and technical guidance on the methodology, analysis and presentation of findings.  
D. 
Limitations of the research
a) The key objective of the assessment ‘…. document whether the practice of early marriage has been affected by the return process’ was not fully realized.  Indeed, an analysis of responses indicate that it is clearly too soon to obtain definite perceptions of whether the practice of early marriage has increased or decreased due to the return process (an aspect which many Child protection agencies were keen to un-cover). Population movements being such a recent and fluid phenomenon, reflective time was not sufficient to draw any conclusive patterns or trends. However, a series of interesting arguments were indeed provided by respondents as to how the return process has or is expected to affect the factors contributing to or impeding early marriages. 

b) Despite the preliminary orientation exercise with assessors, misunderstanding/mis-interpreatation of certain questions persisted. This impacted at times on the total number of responses received
 for such questions. Also, the style of recording was particular to individuals and therefore it is likely that answers of some respondents were not fully or literally captured. Additionally, for discussions held in local language, some information may have been lost/modified in translation when recording answers in English. In addition, the questionnaire always allowed the option for respondents not to answer any given question (if so desired) but provision was not made to record ‘no answer’ or ‘do not know’. This had an impact on the computation of answers, hence the percentages given throughout this report are based on responses actually received and not necessarily on the total number of participants in the assessement. 
c) It must be kept in mind that at times, age specific questions can be limiting especially when dealing with rural communities. Ages given by respondents like “12”, “18” could be just indicative, not actual ages.
d) Considering that early marriage is a sensitive issue with potential legal implications, the genuineness of the answers given, especially by the adults (parents) may be questionable in some respects.
e) It must be kept in mind as well that during assessments of this kind some respondents may provide answers which they expect assessors would want to hear (i.e. the ‘correct answer’). This may be more common in areas where assessments or research exercises have been conducted and where sensistisation sessions have been held. Respondents may also have expected tangible benefit to be given at the end of the exercise, and this  sort of expectation could have created a bias for some of the responses given.
D. 
Findings
1.
 COMMUNITY UNDERSTANDING OF MARRIAGE
Across districts, regardless of camp/village setting, all the respondents seemed to have a comparable understanding of marriage; there are also great similarities in the answers given by both children and adults. The respondents were asked what it was that made them consider a woman/girl or boy/man as married and below are the answers given by 99.4% of respondents: 
1.1 A woman/girl and a man/boy is considered married when: 
· the dowry/bride price has been paid by the man’s family and/or
· a man/boy and a girl have been staying together in the same house or have been cohabiting for long and/or
· a couple has a child together

In the words of a girl from Lira and echoed by a boy from Gulu
In my thinking, a girl and boy should only be seen as married after dowry has been paid by the man. These days, girls let boys deceive them and they get pregnant then they are forced to get married.  17 years old girl in Lira – Alito

To me, a boy who has paid bride price for a girl has married her. Also, any boy and girl who are mature enough and decide to live together are married. And any girl who gets pregnant is considered married.  18 years old boy from Gulu

· Relatively few respondents (0.5%) mentioned church wedding (Christian ceremony) and out of the 669 respondents, only 1 mentioned the civil marriage.

It must be noted that while the payment of dowry is at the core of customary marriage
, relations resulting into pregnancies and children and co-habitation are not recognised as a form of customary marriage from a statutory stance.  Whilst customary marriage has been the type of marriage commonly practiced in many rural villages and camps in Northern Uganda, in the recent past girls/women and boys/men have been settling for cohabitation, which as shown from the responses given by participants has become commonly perceived as a form of marriage but critically it is not legally recognized.  This in turn results for some women and young girls in serious challenges in the event of their ‘husband’s death’ or when the husband ‘tire’ of them. What compounds this matter is the fact that many of these girls/women depend on their husbands for economic support. Many respondents referred to a ‘vicious circle’ in that these women/girls try to marry off their children while they are still young in order to lessen their ‘burdens’ or to receive some money, as illustrated by one married girl in Amuru: 
“Most of us were left by our husbands, and our children suffer rejection in the community because of insults and then that results in children who are rejected and who will marry early”

A practice reportedly becoming prominent in the camp but not investigated through this assessment is that when men tire of their wives, they make some payment (Luk
) to the girl’s family for the children. He then sends his wife away and the children
 are left under his care and that of his new wife. 

“Stepmothers always treat girls so badly thus encouraging them for early marriages”, Married girls, Pader
This is type of practice may in many instance contravene the principle of the best interest of the child, in particular if one considers the complaints about stepmothers’ care and behaviours which were gathered from children in this assessment exercise.  
2. 
INCIDENCE OF EARLY MARRIAGES: AGE AND GENDER CONSIDERATIONS
In an attempt to discern the magnitude of early marriage in the Northern region of Uganda, the respondents were asked if they knew of any boys or girls under 18 years who got married in the past year and if so, how many girls or boys they knew of. 
· Respondents gave many figures ranging from 0 to 526 girls per respondent and around 0 to 240 boys per respondent.  A high percentage of the respondents agreed to know at least one or more girls or boys who had got married in the past year, although, a few claimed not to know any at all.
Table 1: A breakdown (in %) of respondents who knew of girls/boys below 18 who got married during the past year (2007).
	Marriage of children less than 18 years.
	Girls
	Boys

	Those who knew of children who got married in the past year
	88.4%
	80.3%

	Those who didn’t know of any children who married in the past year
	8%
	14%

	Those who gave no response
	3.6%
	5.7%


Noticeably, the percentage of respondents in the assessment who knew of girls that were married in the year 2007 is higher than that of the respondents who knew of boys who married in the year 2007; giving an indication that according to respondents perceptions, early marriage is more common among girls than boys.
2.1.  Age and gender considerations in early marriages
In an attempt to obtain indications on the prevailing age of marriage
, and to understand how young children involved in early marriage are, the following responses were recorded:
· 74% of respondents stated that GIRLS within their communities marry before the age of 18. They indicated that girls tend to get married between the ages of 13 and 17 years. Of these 74%, 4% insisted that girls as young as 12 get married within the community.  
· The remaining 26% of the respondents believe that on average, girls within their community marry when they are above the age of 18.
· 52% of the respondents believe that BOYS within their community marry before they are 18 years old. Of these 52%, 99% indicated that these boys get married at 17 years while 1% reported that boys as young as 15 and 16 also get married. 
· The remaining 48% of the respondents believe that on average boys within their community marry above the age of 18.
Once again, a pattern in the perception that girls tend to marry early in comparison to boys emerges quite clearly. It must be emphasized that the percentages and numbers given are not indicative of a general trend, rather, they are views collected from members of the community to get their perception on the incidence of the practice of early marriage in the Northern region. There was no significant geographical, age or gender differences noted in the respondents answers.
2.2  Incidence of early marriages 
To get a better sense of communities perception on the incidence of early marriage, respondents were asked how often early marriages occur within their community with distinction in occurrence among girls from boys.  It must be noted that the adults interviewed (total 395) were in greater number than children interviewed (total 287). 
Perceptions on early marriages of girls

· According to the 673 responses given across all districts:  
- 63% of the respondents said girls in their community very often marry below the age of 18. Of these 63%, 48% were responses given by children and 51% were given by adults.  
- 31% of the respondents stated that girls only occasionally marry below the age of 18. Of these 31%, 31% were responses given by children and 69% given by were adults
- 6 %of the respondents insisted that girls in their community never marry before the age of 18. Of these 6%,  100% were responses by adults. 
· Of the 287 responses given by children interviewed 76% indicated that girls often marry early within their community, while 23% of children indicated that girls marry below the age of 18 but only occasionally.  1% of children did not respond to the question. Of the 395 responses given by adults, 54% indicated that girls often marry early within their community while 37% of the adults indicated girls only occasionally marry before they reach the age of 18 and  9% said children never marry before the age of 18 years. 
Table 2:  Responses given by adults and children on their perception of the occurrence of early marriage among girls within their community.
GIRLS MARRYING BEFORE THE AGE OF 18:

	
	Very Often
	Occasionally
	Never
	No response 
	Total

	Children respondents
	210
	64
	0
	4
	278

	Adults
respondents
	215
	143
	37
	0
	395


Tellingly, all the respondents who said that early marriage does not exist in their community were adults. Of these 37 adults, 20 were women parents and 17 were men parents. It should be noted that, of the 9% adults who reported that early marriage never occurs within their community, 84% are from Amuru District and the remaining 16% are from Kitgum District. 

Perceptions on early marriages of Boys
· According to all respondents across districts, 36.4% stated that boys within their community very often marry before the age of 18 years (43% of the 36.4%, were children and 57 %were adults); while 49.6% of all the respondents stated that boys in their community only occasionally marry before the age of 18 (41% of the 49.6% were children and 59% were adults); and finally, 9.95% stated that boys in their community never marry before the age of 18 (11% of the 9.95% were children and 89% were adults). 5% of the respondents did not give any response to this question.
· Of the 272 responses given by children, 50% of children indicated that early marriage among boys occurs very often; while 42% of the responses given by children indicated that children marry below the age of 18 but only occasionally; and 3% of the children indicated that children within the community never marry before they attain 18 years of age. 5% of the respondents did not give any response to this question.
·  Of the 402 responses given by adults, 42% indicated that early marriage among boys very often occurred within their community; while 38% indicated that early marriage among boys occurs but only occasionally, and 13% of the responses given by adults indicated that boys never marry before they attain 18 years. 7% of the respondents did not give any response/were not sure.
Table 3:  Responses given by adults and children on their perception of the occurrence of early marriage among boys within their community.
BOYS MARRYING BEFORE THE 18 YEARS:
	BOYS
	Very Often
	Occasionally
	Never
	No response
	Total

	Children reposndents
	129
	109
	7
	27
	272

	Adults
respondents
	172
	158
	58
	14
	402


Table 4: Comparing the frequency of early marriage occurrence as perceived by the community amongst boys and girls
	Frequency
	Girls
	Boys

	Very Often
	425
	301

	Occasionally
	207
	277

	Never
	37
	65

	No answer
	4
	24


As shown in the table above, the number of respondents who believe that girls very often marry before they attain the age of 18 is higher than that of the boys.  According to the responses from the respondents as per this assessment, girls within the community in the Northern region of Uganda are 4 times more likely to get married below the age of 18 years than the boys of the same community.

2.3  Community perceptions on an appropriate age of marriage
To better understand whether respondents consider the practice of early marriages as negative or inappropriate, they were asked what age they thought was appropriate for marriage for both girls and boys.  It should be noted that there wasn’t any significant geographical difference in the responses given to this question; however, all the respondents from Lira were among the 89% who stated that both boys and girls should only marry when they are above 18years old.
· 89% of the respondents stated that the appropriate age for marriage was 18 and above. 4% of the respondents were not sure or did not respond to this question, while 7% of the respondents thought it was okay to get married between the ages of 16-18years. Of the 7%, who thought it was okay to marry even though a girl or boy was below 18 years, 98% (comprising of only elders, women parents and non married boys) seemed to believe that it is alright for only a girl to get married before attaining 18years of age while the remaining 2% believed that it was okay for both a boy and a girl to marry before they turn the age of 18.      
· Of the 89% of respondents who said its best to marry above 18 years, 98% gave the most suitable age group of marriage for girls as from 18 -24 years and the age group for boys as from 20 -30 years. Although children in comparison to adults tended to give a higher age bracket for marriage for both girls and boys, there was consensus that girls should marry earlier than boys as put by a boy from Kitgum…
“Personally, I feel that any 19 years old girl is ready for marriage but a boy should be at least 21 years old to marry so that he can provide for his family”, 18 years old boy in Kitgum

As shown progressively through this section, there is a common belief that it is relatively acceptable for girls to marry early in comparison to boys
3. REASONS FOR AND CONSEQUENCES OF EARLY MARRIAGE 
· After the respondent confirmed that early marriage exists within their community, they were asked which groups of boys and girls were most likely to marry before they turned 18 years. Across districts, regardless of camp/village setting or age/gender, the following were the most common answers given
· Orphans

· Child headed households

· Children from poor families

· Children from violent households/ mistreated children

· Children from households with alcohol abuse

· School drop outs/ children not going to school.

· Neglected children
Several groups of parents also indicated ‘undisciplined children’ and ‘children attracted to material things’ and most of the adult frequently indicated ‘disco goers’ among those likely to get married before 18 years. Formerly abducted children were mentioned by both children and adults. In addition, boys involved in any kind of business or income generating activities were also mentioned.
3.1 Why children marry early

In response to why children within the community marry early, the respondents gave a list of similar reasons. In most cases, each respondent listed as many as 7 of the reasons given in the table below.
Table 4: Most commonly given reasons for early marriage by the children and adult respondents
	Reasons commonly given (starting with most frequently given)
	By Children
	By Adults
	By Both

	
	· Force by parents/guardians

· Children who run away from home because of abusive parents

· Early pregnancies

· Children neglected by their parents

· Threats for boys to be taken to court for defilement (family pressure)

· The war (fear of abduction)
	· Desire for material things

· Boys who earn their own living

· Camp life (congestion)

· Ignorance

· Laziness

· Culture

· Lack of parental guidance

· False impression of maturity especially by boys

· Attitude of some parents

· Disobedience

· Financial needs (family pressure)
	· Poverty

· Orphans

· School drop out

· Family pressure

· Mistreatment at home/ alcoholic parents

· Early pregnancies

· Peer Pressure




As shown in the table, many of the reasons were cross cutting irrespective of geographical location, age or gender. Poverty, orphanhood and dropping out of school were the most frequently given reasons/factors for early marriage by both children and adults. While some married boys said they did not have anyone to look after them so they decided to get married, some adults also agreed that orphans tend to get married so that they have their own families.

“Some children have no guardians and are so poor, the only option for them is to get married early”, LC, Amuru.

  “When some children do not have school fees to continue with studies, they become idle and restless, so they get married and start a family”, Married girl, Apac.
Critically, it must be noted, that, according to the children’s perspective, force (forceful persuasion) inflicted by parents/guardians took the highest prevalence. As illustrated by the quote below:
“The girl’s parents caught me ‘red-handed’ with the girl, there was nothing to do, I had to marry her or I would be taken to police then prison. I hear life in prison is too hard. Marriage was a better option. I can live with it”,  17 years old boy in Gulu.
“We got physically tortured by our parents and brothers”, Married girls, Gulu.
 “Mistreatment from guardians and dropping out of school has caused many of us to marry”,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           . Non married boys, Amuru
As indicated in the table, while some adults and parents acknowledge their responsibility in pushing/forcing children into marriage, they however repeatedly stated in their responses that the children share a big portion of the responsibility too. Tellingly, the adults’ most frequent response to this question was; ‘desire for material things for girls’ and ‘boys who are earning an income’.

Some of the children seemed to agree with the parents on the account of young boys involved in businesses, as put boy one unmarried boy:
“After earning some money, they think they can start a family” , Non married boys from Kitgum IDP

Some of the given reasons for early marriage, are complementing each other/working in synergy, as illustrated by the statement of a married girl in Gulu:
 “Alcoholism is a very strong influencing factor …. Parents fail to raise school fees due to alcoholism, and the boy/girl has to drop out of school” 

3.2 Other contributing factors: how the return process is influencing the decision to marry early 

While it is not possible to ascertain whether return has increased or decreased the practice, below are some of the arguments provide for: 

Why return would lead to an increase in the practice: 1) children get married before leaving the camps as the likelihood of finding someone in area of return is low 2) Orphans and children being left over in IDP camps seek care and support while everyone is getting to return

Below are some of the quotes that captured the common opinions of the respondents as to why early marriage has increased since the return process began:
1) There are better chances of finding a spouse in a camp setting than in return villages 
2) All boys would want to marry, because going back home without a girl – we shall not marry at all (Amuru, married boy in IDP camp).

3) Children are left in the camps and then are getting into cohabiting” (Probation officer)

4) Many children are often left in the camps while the parents go to build in their various villages hence making children to become victims of marriage.
5) Children have been exposed to bad things while moving from the camps to the transit areas (Elderly, Pader, IDP camp)

6) They have seen it while they were in the camps and cannot resist from exploring it (Gulu, area of return, married girl). 

7) Family pressure over the young people to get settle as they return to the original home (Married boys, Gulu area of return)

8) Poverty is causing female parents (in particular) into luring their daughters into marriage as they return. (Local government official, Gulu)

9) Other people in the villages feel free to conduct early marriages since they have gone deep in remote areas where police couldn’t access them. (Pader, camp leader)

10) When people return home, they went back to their former tradition and culture that they marry when they are still young. Some have a mentality that if one leaves the one he/she knew before they go to a smaller camp, then they will fail to get a partner and therefore they decide to marry and yet they are still young. (Married girl, Pader, IDP camp)

Why return would lead to a decrease in the practice: 1) distance, de-congestion 2) economic condition improved 3) sensitization of NGOs 4) better parenting monitoring 5) Less peer pressure

Below are some of the quotes that captured the common opinion of the respondents as to why early marriage has decreased since the return process began

1)  Coming back to the village has reduced the practice on the ground because the village contains people of the common tribe (Amuru, area of return, married boy)

2)  Moral values on teaching children are more effective at the return site” (Women parent, IDP camp Amuru).

3)  It becomes hard for both parties to meet since both find it a little weird to leave home and walk some distance to meet a partner” (Married girl area of return)

4)  Because people are now scattered compared to the congestion that was in the camp before” (married girl, Kitgum, IDP camp).

5)  People now have sources of income, this makes them not to force their daughters and boys into marriages (men parent, Pader, IDP camp)

6) In the return process there are no soldiers to marry away the girls (non-married girls, Lira Okwang, area of return).

7)  Parents are growing their own food so this makes them self dependent, therefore reducing the rate of forcing girls to marry” (Non-married boy Lira Okwang, area of return)

It must be noted that adults often mentioned that in return areas they will have ‘better control and guidance over their children, with ‘moral values returning’, while this aspect was never mentioned by the children.
3.3 Why and How does Early marriages affect the well being of children

Respondents were asked whether the well-being of children would be affected by early marriages and if so how.  There was no geographical, age or gender difference in the answers provided.
· ALL respondents agreed that early marriage does affect negatively the well being of a child , especially girls. The most common response are listed below (ranked in order of highest frequency to lowest):
1) Complications during delivery/Death
2) Divorce

3) Poverty (cycle of poverty, inability to provide basic needs for their families)

4) School drop out
5) Abortions were also mentioned by children’s groups: 
Early pregnancies pose great risks for young women and eventually their children (if they carry to term). Additionally, a baby’s chance of dying in its first year of life is 60% higher if its mother is under 18 years rather than over the age of 18
. Most respondents were very well aware of these risks since complications during deliveries or death, were the most frequently given response to this question. 
“Difficulty in delivery due to underdeveloped body”, married boy Pader, IDP camp
Complications from child bearing among children are the leading cause of death for 15 to 19years old girls worldwide
. If not fatal, early child bearing significantly increases the risks for severe injuries and health complications (e.g. fistula), infections (incl. HIV/AIDS as younger girls may not have the ability/power to negotiate safe sex) and may even lead to disabilities.  As stated by an LC in Amuru:
“Health complications arising from early sexual engagement and birth”
Some respondents also identified that early child bearing can also be a source of risks to the girl’s child, either because the girl is too young to take proper care of the child, or because the girl does not have the means to adequately care for the child.
“Young parents are not able to take care of their children and their children’s needs like food, shelter, health”, men parents Pader area of return
As presented under earlier, many of the respondents looked at pregnancy as tantamount to early marriage. Reportedly, with this belief in mind, some young girls, try to abort their pregnancies due to fear of various reasons one of them being forced out of school or being forced to get married. Fears of all the responsibilities attached to early marriage and motherhood were also mentioned by children:
“ Young girls after realizing they are pregnant attempt to abort and this leads to death”, Married boys, Amuru

“This also leads to abortion due to fear of not being able to support the child”, 
 Married boys, Gulu

An early age at first marriage is associated with in long term with a higher probability of divorce and separation
. In line with this general statement, the second most mentioned effect of early marriage on the well being of a child is ‘divorce’. According to the respondents, when boys marry at a young age, they get tired of their wives as they grow older and want to acquire another wife. Reportedly, girls married before the age of 18 often become trapped in neglectful relationships or are abandoned by husbands.
 “The man may get tired of the girl at an early age, leaving her as a single parent”, Married girls, Lira.

Some respondents also mentioned that some girls may realize that they were not ready for marriage and all the associated responsibilities, so they return to their parents’ home with their children. 
“Girls fail to handle marriages and end up coming back with children to the parents house”, Women parent, Amuru.
A reported direct result of divorce/separation is that children go back to their parents’ homes but often are not warmly welcomed back, as for instance this implies additional economic burden for impoverished families. If sent away from home, the girl and her child/ren end up most likely in a dire situation since as chance may have it, her husband may not be able to take care of her and her children.
 “Divorce is common since a boy does not have money to cater for the children and wife”, non married boys, Pader area of return.

In this section of the interviews/discussions, respondents spontaneously push the argument further and pointed and drew attention to the ‘cycle of poverty’ in which children who marry early are trapped in. 
Poverty was indeed repeatedly mentioned throughout the assessment. With no/little other economic opportunities and no/limited means of supporting and caring for girls, parents and even the girls themselves see little alternative to early marriage, which in turns often generates or perpetuates poverty conditions. 
Respondents also pointed out that in some cases, husbands’ behaviour towards girls who are deemed to have no alternative to life than their marriage and are totally dependent (on husbands), steers towards aggression and abuse. Isolated, young and dependent, girls may continue to suffer in silence and bear the burden of early marriage upon their shoulders. Although not direclty mentioned as such by the respondents, early marriage  -- as documented in other contexts -- also makes, especially girls, susceptible to domestic violence.
“Girls are Mistreated by husbands”, non married girl, Amuru IDP camp.
“Girls become slaves at the husband’s home”, non married girl, Amuru return area.
Early marriage as stated by respondents leads to dropping out of school. Children who marry early do not continue to study since they have responsibilities which come along with marriage. Some girls are forced to drop out of school once they get pregnant as this is a widespread and traditional practice
 of not allowing pregnant girls to attend classes ( partly as it is believed they constitute ‘bad role models’ for other children) and are consequently forced to marry by parents/guardians.
From this assessment, it clearly stood out that all respondents are aware of the physical and psychological impacts of early marriage on the development and life of the children. In the words of a clan leader from Lira district:

               “Early marriage destroys the bright future of children, their growth is tampered with”.
4.  VIEWS FROM MARRIED AND UNMARRIED CHILDREN ON EARLY MARRIAGE
A total of 274 children were interviewed to get their opinion on why children within their respective communities tended to marry before the age of 18 years. Of the 274 children interviewed, 152 were married children and 122 were unmarried children. The section below is dedicated to their voices and attempts to capture the most salient views and reflections made by children: 
Married children
152 married children actively and freely participated in this exercise. They were asked a few questions to understand why they married early, whether it was their decision to get married and how they feel about being married
· Out of the 152, married children 93% (142) stated that they were not ready to get married.
Of 93% who stated that they were not ready to get married, 66% (101) declared that the decision to get married was not taken by them. In most cases, they affirmed, the decision was taken by parents, relatives (brothers, uncles) and for some boys the parents of the girl. 
This corroborates the reasons children commonly gave for incidences of early marriage as discussed earlier.
· For the 33% (51) who did marry based on their own decision, most stated that they got married because 'they had no other choice' but to marry. 

‘I did not want to get married but I had no choice. I was only 10 years old when my parents were killed by Kony so I had to go and live with my uncle. Although my uncle took me under his roof, he always mistreated me and abused me especially when he was drunk. One day, my uncle chased me away from home saying I was a headache to him. I had nowhere else to go but to live with a boy who had always shown interest in me. I was glad that he took me in and that is how I got married’.  17 years old married girl in Pader district
‘I left home when I was fifteen to find work so that I could support my family. I moved far away from home and was working. I used to eat in small restaurants around town but it was very expensive to buy already cooked meals so I decided to get married. In that way, I could minimize costs of feeding myself and send some money back home to my parents. Anyway, there was this girl that I liked who was staying with her stepmother and was being mistreated. I was saving her life by marrying her…

I have a friend who got married before me after he lost his mother and had no one to cook and do all the domestic work for him and his father so he got married and the girl took care of them. This gave me the idea of marrying’. An 18 years old boy from Kitgum
· Seven (7) of children who took the decision to marry, stated that the war
 led them to get married;
“The war incidents made us marry early because if you were abducted and you tell the rebels that you are a mother, with luck you would be released”. Married girls Amuru, area of return.
· In response to the question, how did you feel about getting married, common responses given were:  ‘bad’, ‘scared’, ‘not happy’, ‘pain’  ‘life becomes hard’
 “I felt pain, and my world was shattered, all became dark”, married girl Amuru IDP camp.
Non married children

The vast majority of the 122 non-married children interviewed indicated that they would like to get married well after 18 (between the ages of 20 to 30) .
· Most frequent reasons given to marry at a later age are summed up as follows: children want to complete their education, children want to find a job and they want to wait till they are mature enough before getting married as captured in this girl’s words
“I have witnessed marriages of girls who are only 13 years old. It makes me so sad because they are too young and can die while giving birth. Even their husbands are sometimes too young to be able to take care of their wives. For me, I have decided to wait until I am 26 years old to get married. At that age, I believe I will be mature and responsible enough and will have some economic empowerment to support my family”. 16 years old girl from Apac
· Nonetheless, out of the 122 non-married children interviewed, 15 stated that they don’t want to get married, without giving any particular reason. Among those 15 respondents, 11 are non-married girls from Amuru district (both living in IDP camps and area of return).
5.  COMMUNITY RECOMMENDATIONS TO PREVENT EARLY MARRIAGES 
Respondents were asked whether the practice should be discouraged or encouraged, why and how.
· 98 % of respondents (667 out of 669) stated that early marriages should be PREVENTED.
· Of the 2% who thought early marriages should be encouraged were 2 married boys in Kitgum, area of return who stated that:
“Given the related problems like mistreatment by step mothers or orphans, early marriage is a possible solution”
        A boy in Kitgum living in an IDP camp stated that:

       “It should be prevented but it cannot be avoided, only reduced”

In the words of the adult and children respondents, these were the recommendations given for prevention of early marriage, ranked from the most frequently given answer (at the top of table 5).  There were no significant geographical and gender difference in answers provided.
Table 5:
	RECOMMENDATIONS GIVEN FOR PREVENTION OF EARLY MARRIAGE BY CHILDREN & ADULTS

	ADULTS
	CHILDREN

	1. Create awareness on the dangers of early marriage  and sensitize, the community, schools and both children and parents 
2. Enforce the provisions of the law

3. The government has to formulate new policies in which all children below 18 should be in school to avoid early marriage

4. Parents should provide guidance to their children

5. There should be laws to punish children involved in early marriage

6. Local leaders should be given the authority to arrest those involved in early marriage

7. Parents should talk to children and encourage them to study

8. Girls child education should be promoted

9. Good cultural practices like responsibility in marriages should be promoted

10. Elders should be trained and educated on the dangers of early marriage

11. The camps should be decongested or closed and people should continue going back to their villages.

12. Build capacity of teachers to manage awareness raising in schools

13. Defilers should all be punished; ‘sugar’ ‘daddies & mummies’ in the camps should be imprisoned. 

14. Vulnerable groups should be supported to stay in school and orphans should be sponsored by NGO’s

15. Boys and girls should be placed in separate schools.
16. Parents/families to be supported with IGA.
	1. Create more awareness on dangers of early marriage targetting parents and children

2. Arrest the parents of young people who support early marriage

3. Enforce laws

4. Children should be sensitized and encouraged to go back to school

5. Material support and basics should be given to orphans and orphans should be adopted by NGO’s

6. More schools to be established in return sites

7. Constant counseling and training of children reinforcing positive cultural traditional values & manners, e.g. girls and boys should sleep in separate bedrooms

8. Monitoring children behaviour while at school by teachers and informing parents immediately when a child’s behaviour is getting out of hand (indiscipline)

9. Relatives should be introduced to each other and their identities disclosed to each other to avoid incestuous relationships.
10. Support should be given to those affected by early marriage

11. IDP camps should be closed

12. Children should be discouraged from Discos.




Respondents identified the following actors as having a role to play in preventing/reducing the practice of early marriages:   
Table 6: Showing in %
 the number of times an actor was mentioned by the respondents
	Main Actors mentioned
	By Children
	By Adults

	Parents
	33%
	16.6%

	Children
	8%
	0.9%

	Teachers 
	4%
	10.4%

	Community members
	00%
	3.5%

	Religious Leaders
	00%
	3.5%

	LCs 
	6%
	7%

	District and Community leaders (including clan leaders)
	00%
	24.3%

	Community based Structures (Child protection committees) 
	00%
	0.9%

	NGOs & CBOs
	22%
	10.4%

	Police
	6%
	3.5%

	Government
	14%
	20%

	
	
	


6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Key findings of the assessment are summarized  through 8 main points below and followed by a set of proposed recommendations for action:

· Whilst customary marriage has been traditionally the type of marriage commonly practiced in many rural villages and camps in Northern Uganda, respondents overwhelmingly stated that girls/women and boys/men are commonly considered as being married when they cohabite or have a child together. These instances are not legally recognized as a marriage, and imply   increased vulnerability for girls/women and their children, in particular in case of death of the ‘husband’ or separation/rejection. 

· According to respondents, early marriage is indeed a practice affecting a considerable number of children in Northern Uganda, with girls more affected than boys
. Critically, girls tend to be married early (13-17yrs) in comparison to boys (17yrs and above)
. An overwhelming number of respondents (89%) indicated that the appropriate age for marriage is 18 and above, (18-24 yrs for girls and 20-30 yrs for boys).  Children were comparatively in greater numbers to voice the above.

· The following groups of children were identified by respondents as most vulnerable to early marriages: Orphans; Child headed households; Children from poor families; Children from violent households/households with alcohol abuse; Out of school children/children dropping out of school; Neglected children.
·  The factors contributing to early marriages most frequently mentioned by both children and adults alike are: poverty, orphanhood and dropping out of school.  However, the number one  reason given by children for early marriage is ‘forced(?) by parents and guardians’ (i.e. forced marriages), whilst adults’ most frequent response was ‘girls desire for material things’ and ‘boys who earn an income’.  
· While it is not possible to ascertain through this assessment whether the return process has overall increased or decreased the practice of early marriages, the following are the arguments provided by respondent for:
i) an increase in early marriages: children get married before leaving the camps as the likelihood of finding someone in area of return is low and; orphans and children being left over in IDP camps seek care and support while everyone is getting to return. 
ii) a decrease in the early marriages:  distance, de-congestion; economic condition improved; sensitization of NGOs;  better parenting monitoring;  less peer pressure.
· ALL respondents agreed that early marriage does affect negatively the well being of a child, especially girls.  The most common consequences given were: 1) Complications during delivery/Death 2) Divorce/separation 3) Poverty (cycle of poverty, inability to provide basic needs for their families) 4) School drop outs (?) 5) Abortions (only mentioned by children’s groups). Increased exposure to abuse and violence was also mentioned, in particular in discussions with children’s groups. 

· 98 % of respondents stated that early marriages should be PREVENTED, including through targeted awareness raising on consequences of early marriages, law enforcement, support to orphans and vulnerable children to remain in school. Children identified in order of frequency the following actors with a role in preventing early marriages: 1) parents 2) NGOs 3) Government 4) children. In turn, Adults identified: 1) District and community leaders 2)Government 3) Parents 4) NGOs.  
· Children’s experiences and analysis of the practice of early marriage revealed the most interesting aspect of the assessment. Out of the 152 married children who participated in the assessment, 93% (142) stated that they were not ready to get married and 66% declared that the decision to get married was not taken by them. For the 33% who did marry based on their own decision, most stated that they got married because 'they had no other choice' but to marry. Common responses provided by children on how they felt about getting married were:  ‘bad’, ‘scared’, ‘not happy’, ‘pain’  ‘life becomes hard’.  The vast majority of the 122 non-married children interviewed indicated that they would like to get married well after 18 (between the ages of 20 to 30) in order to: complete their education; find a job and be mature enough. 

To supplement the recommendations issues by the respondents, child protection stakeholders (both governmental and non- governmental as well as community based groups) should consider the following:

1. Awareness raising, sensitization, and community dialogue initiatives should:

i) Stress the importance of legal marriages (and obtaining a certificate for customary marriages) as these confer a set of rights, such as the right to property, maintenance, and inheritance, which  co-habitation or having a child in itself don’t.
ii) Build on the harmful  impact of early marriages on children’s physical, emotional and cognitive development, especially for girls (which is already well acknowledged by communities), and use the analysis provided by respondents in this assessment and other sources to demonstrate how the practice perpetuates the cycle of poverty from a generation to another.
iii) Build on existing health, GBV and psycho-social support programmes (incl. reproductive and adolescent health, family planning, HIV/AIDs prevention and response, crisis centers …), to ensure/or promote integration of specific child friendly provisions in services (incl. information, counseling, referral, support and follow-up) for girls and boys at risk of or already engaged in early marriages
iv) Awareness/sensitization messaging as well as parenting skills and parents/children programmes to take a positive rather than ‘condemning’ stance and emphasise the positive benefits for families and communities of late marriages/pregnancies and illustrate the benefits of children participating in decision making (e.g preparation for adulthood; increased capacities to make informed and responsible choices…). As noted by many, while a lot of sensitization on children’s rights/responsibilities/ participation have taken place in the North, often times these have been ill-delivered and are being mis-interpreted by both parents and children resulting in greater tension and divide between generations (see assessment comments on ‘disobedience’). As the majority of respondents were fully cognescent of the negative impact of early marriages on children’s well-being, taking a child developmental approach may resonate more strongly with audience (rather than a ‘rights discourse’), and more easily lead to discussion on the ‘cycle of poverty’ and how to break it.  

2. Programmes on parenting and child rearing as well as family support interventions should :

i) Expose and bridge the divide between children and adults perceptions on reasons for early marriage as well as  mutual expectations.
ii) Present children’s experiences and feelings captured in this report and exploring the value of children’s own agency and participation in decision making processes (ie. Vs. forced marriages)
iii) Target households where children are at risk of engaging in early marriage (whether in the form of customary marriage, co-habitation) as well as children who married at an early age   
3. Reporting: Recording cases of early/forced marriages identified through Child Protection systems should continue, while bearing in mind the data collected would be a gross under representation of actual occurrences.  Data on early pregnancies should be taken into consideration by child protection stakholders in their regular reporting, since as indicated in the assessment report ‘having a child together’ has become commonly perceived as a form of marriage. 
4. Income/livelihood support programmes should rely on existing identification mechanisms for vulnerable households and children at risk, to contribute to prevention efforts. 
5. Advocacy efforts at both national and local levels to support married and/or pregnant girls to pursue their education must be sustained.  Whislt there is no legal or policy position that prohibits pregnant girls or child mothers from pursuing their education, the practice is that most girls who become pregnant at school are expelled and as child mothers fail to return to complete their education cycle. 
Pilot programmes should be implemented in order to support the return in schools of young mothers as well as  continued education for expecting mothers, in close coordination with vocational training and livelihoods programmes targeting both boys and girls..  
6. Whilst the laws on marriage and defilement  in Uganda are well known by communities, these should be implemented and enforced in a non-discriminatory manner (in particular for cases of forced sexual relations and forced marriages
) and always in application of the best interests of the child.  Along with the need to reform the defilement laws to decriminalize consensual relationships between adolescents
 , sexual education programmes for adolescents together with confidential counseling services should be made available to all children in Northern Uganda.
ANNEXES
Annex 1.  Terms of Reference of the inter-agency assessment

Overall objective: 

Document community perceptions on the practice of early marriages and whether the practice has been affected by the return process. 

1. Purpose of the assessment

Gain – through a series of Focus Groups Discussions (FGD) and Individual Interviews – an understanding of the diversity of opinions and experiences on the practice of early marriages, including its contributing factors and whether it has been exacerbated by the return process. Based on findings, propose a set of recommendations for programming to address early marriages. 

It is anticipated that the assessment report would support advocacy and fund raising efforts. 

2. Scope of the assessment

Target locations:

In line with the geographical focus of the sub-cluster, it is proposed that the assessment takes place in Acholi and Lango sub-regions
 in the following districts: Gulu, Amuru, Kitgum, Pader, Lira and Apac.

Each District Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) will select one sub-county to be assessed
, making a total of 6 sub-counties covered. In each sub-county, interviews and focus group discussions should take place in both 1 camp and in 1 transit/return site.

Target respondents:

· Married girls (age 12-17)

· Married boys (age 12-17)

· Non-married girls (age 12-17, both in and out of school, incl. child-headed household and orphans)

· Non-married boys (age 12-17, both in and out of school, incl. child-headed household and orphans)

· Women/Parent

· Men/Parent

· Elderly (including grandparents and caregivers)

· Key informants:

· Community/sub county level: LCs, S/C chiefs, teachers (men and women) /headmasters, CDO/ACDO, Clan/Camp leaders

District level: Probation Officer, Senior CDO, LC V.

      3.   Methodology

2 different tools: individual interviews and FGD 

Focus Group Discussions to be undertaken in both camps and return/transit sites for:

· Married girls (age 12-17) : Group of 5 to 7

· Married boys (age 12-17): Group of 5 to 7 

· Non-married girls (age 12-17, both in and out of school): Group of 5 to 7

· Non-married boys (age 12-17, both in and out of school): Group of 5 to 7

· Women/Parent: Group of 10

· Men/Parent: Group of 10

· Elderly (grandparents, caregivers…): Group of 10 or more
Individual interviews with key informants:

· LCs, teachers, S/C chief, ACDO/CDO, Probation Officer, Camp/Clan leaders

In total, information would be collected based on interactions with approximately 150 individuals in each sub-county, bringing the grand total to approximately 750 people across the 6 districts.

A standard questionnaire will be used for individual interviews and to guide focus group discussions (see annex 2: Proposed Questionnaire).

Guidance notes on introducing and conducting FGD and individual interviews will be drafted to ensure that ethical and safety principles are upheld throughout the assessment process (including “do no harm” and confidentiality).

4. Timing

Each district exercise (interviews and FGD) is expected to be completed in a 2 weeks period.

The entire assessment initiative – from consultations with sub-cluster members, setting up and orienting field assessment teams, conducting FGD and interviews, compiling and analyzing information to report writing – is expected to last for 6 weeks. 

Starting date: July, 1st  2008

1. Assessment teams and contributing agencies

· Budget
While no specific budget is allocated for this assessment, it will be carried out with the support of each participating agency in the form of staff time, logistical support (transport and stationary) and minimum cost for refreshments provided after FGD. 

· Roles of the contributing agencies at district level and at national level
District level:

Each District CPWGs will select the sub-county where to conduct the assessment, and establish the assessment teams (at a minimum 4 members, 2 women and 2 men considering that FGD and Individual Interviews should be conducted by 2 members, one asking questions and the other one writing down the answers given by respondents).  CPWG to discuss whether interviewers should be familiar with community members or not
 
(for e.g. by selecting NGO staff working in sub-counties other that the one being assessed) to facilitate ‘neutral’ relationship, management of expectations and confidentiality.

The selection of assessment teams should take into account gender balance (Women and girls should be interviewed by women, the same is proposed for boys and men) but most importantly consider individuals who are child protection staff, have experience in conducting FGD with children, are working at the sub-county level, with demonstrated ability to build trust and confidence.  

The mobilization agency has a really important role in each district among others it should pay attention to the fact that the location where the FGD and interviews are going to be held should be safe, confidential and far away enough from other people to avoid interference. While selecting the respondents, the agency should explain the purpose of the exercise with care, to ensure that no stigmatization or tension arises among community members and to address any false expectations (e.g. assistance).
National level:
A UNICEF child protection officer, Mathilde Bienvenu, will be dedicated to work with the Child Protection sub-cluster throughout the duration of the assessment, and , with the support of the national sub-cluster lead (Stephanie Schwarz) will:  i) ensure consultation and consensus is reached on the methodology and modalities of conducting the assessment, ii) extend support including orientation to field assessment teams, and iii) take the lead in compiling, analyzing questionnaires and FGD results and drafting the assessment report. The CPWG involvement will extend beyond the field data collection phase, as CPWG will contribute and comment to the analysis and report. In Kampala, a national review team/task force has been set up. The team/Task force will regularly review the progress in the assessment initiative, and provide feedback and technical guidance in the analysis and report writing process (to date members are: Medair, Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development, UNHCR, UNFPA, CCF, OCHA, World vision)

Annex 2 : Questionnaire
There is a proposed set of questions applicable to all FGD and key informants, as well as a set of questions tailored for specific groups of interviewees/FGD members.

Common set of questions applicable to all groups/interviewees:

1. When do you consider a woman/girl or men/boy as “married”?

The purpose of this question is first of all to get a common understanding of “marriage” among all the participants, as the term will be used throughout the discussions. Responses obtained will also allow us to document various understandings on the ‘status’ of marriages among community members. I.e. For example, does “marriage” happen after payment of dowry? After boy/man and girl/woman start living together as “man” and “wife” or after they’ve had a child together? Or following an official/traditional ceremony?

2. What is the average age at which people marry in your community? (distinguish between females/males)

3. In your opinion, what is a good age for people to marry? (distinguish between females/males)

The purpose of this question is to get the perception of a socially/culturally acceptable/appropriate/adequate age to get married. It will be interesting to compare responses of the different groups of respondents as well as to compare answers of questions 2 against the ones collected under question 1. 

4. Only to be asked if answer to Question 2 is above 18 years old? 

Do people in your community marry before the age of 18? (distinguish between females/males)

5. How often do boys and girls in your community marry before the age of 18: - very often, - occasionally, - never

The purpose of questions 4 & 5 is to obtain some indications (as prevalence cannot be ascertained) of the extent of the practice of early marriages. We may be able to obtain percentage of perceptions among people interviewed.

6. How many boys and girls under 18 do you know who got married over the last year?

Same as above. Responses will allow us to state “out of x number of persons interviewed, y % of them knew at least z children married under 18 over the last year”

7. Since the return process began would you say that the practice of early marriages (before 18 years old) has increased/decreased or remained the same? Please explain why

This question is critical as it is the one driving the whole assessment. We need to get as much information as possible here; the Interviewer should probe and lead the respondents to explore this to the fullest, while remaining neutral.  

8. In your opinion, what are the reasons for girls and boys to marry early (below 18 years old)? list and explain
9. Which are the groups of boys and girls most likely to get married at an early age (below 18 years old)?

The purpose of this question is to identify which ‘groups’ of children could be at ‘higher risk’ of marrying early, this should inform recommendations for programming.

10. Does early marriage (below 18) affect the well-being of children? Explain  

The purpose of this question is to obtain community perceptions on how early marriages  impact the lives of children, with documentation of the perceived positive and harmful/detrimental aspects, and to see whether there are different points of view amongst the groups of respondents (children married/ unmarried, parents, elderly etc.). 

11. In your opinion, should early marriages (below 18) be encouraged or prevented in your community? explain how and by whom 

We shouldn’t assume anything and most of all we shouldn’t assume that community members agree that early marriages should be prevented/stopped/controlled. This question will allow to document whether there is an overwhelming conviction that early marriages should be prevented or not, or to document per groups of respondents the various beliefs and attitudes, in turn providing us with some indications of target groups for sensitization and for mobilization.  

Additional Questions 

      Married boys/girls (age 12-17)

1. How old were you when you got married?

2. Why did you get married? 

The purpose of this question is to document the reasons and identify predominant motivations leading to early marriages (e.g. love, economic struggle, pregnancy ….
3. Were you ready to get married? 

This is to get an understanding in retrospect of whether the individual consider he/she was ready or whether it was ‘too soon’.

4. Was it your own decision to get married?  If not, who took the decision and how did you feel about it?

5. What type of marriage did you have?

- through religious institutions (church, mosque)

- through civil institutions (registrar of marriages)

- through traditional ceremony

- through co-habiting

The purpose of this question is that knowing how early marriages are mainly celebrated will help identifying the entry points for advocacy and interventions.
Non-married boys/girls (age 12-17)

1. Would you like to get married? If yes, at what age would you like to get married? 

2. Why at this age?

Adults (parents, elderly, key informants: teachers, probation officer, CDO…)

1. Since the return process began have you noticed a change in the age at which children are getting married? Explain

The purpose of this question is to document -- in addition to whether the practice has increased/decreased or stayed the same since the return process began—whether boys and girls are also getting married at a younger/older age than before the return began. 

Teachers (incl. women) and Headmasters

1 What is the average number of children who - you think - drop out of school as a result of marriage (per year)?

2 The purpose of this question to get an indication of the incidence of early marriage on school attendance. It is also to get an idea on numbers of children getting married each term. 

3 Do you think that school has a role in addressing early marriages? If yes, explain this role and challenges

The purpose of this question is to obtain indication on whether teachers see themselves as having a role in addressing early marriages and indications of what could be done through schools. 
Annex 3: Guidelines (1/2) .How to begin your individual interviews and FDG

1. Explain who you are.

Your name – explain for whom you are working. This is to make the contact more personal, friendlier with the audience, tell from the beginning that everything that is going to be said through this exercise is going to stay confidential.

2. Explain the purpose of the exercise – why?

Explain to the participants that the purpose of this gathering is to get a better understanding of the situation of marriages in Northern Uganda in the return process context in order to do a better programming for children and young people. It is to help organizations make good decision about how best to work with and support affected communities.

Tell them that they could help you and that their contribution is important and much appreciated.

Tell the participants that the same exercise is being held in other districts: Gulu, Amuru, Kitgum, Pader, Lira and Apac. (Already held in Teso)

3. How is the information going to be used? How is it going to be reflected?

Explain that the discussions will be recorded by one of the assessors, and that over 700 people will be spoken to in this exercise. A report will be produced and shared among Child protection organizations to help them in making programmes. Explain to the respondents that they are going to get feedback on the exercise in a month or two by the lead agency in the sub-county. 

4. Answering the questions

Tell the participants that:

- They are going to be asked between 11 and 14 questions and that the interview/FGD should last about 1 hour

- They don’t have to answer all questions if they do not feel comfortable and can even decide to leave the group if they wish.

- THAT THERE IS NO GOOD OR BAD ANSWER.

5. Confidentiality – how confidentiality is going to be ensured (re.defilement threat)

Tell the participants that no names will be recorded – but that we will ask them to give their ages.

Tell the participants that participation in an interview is optional and that all information shared will be kept confidential and secure.

Under no circumstances shall photographs be taken of respondents. 

6. Definition of “children” 

Explain to the respondents that a child is any person under the age of 18 (as per Ugandan law) and that the discussions today will really look at the situation of children and marriage in the return process context.

IMPORTANT:

· Do not forget to thank your audience for being here. Thank the participants after each question answered. 

· At the end of your introduction ask the participants: “Do you still feel comfortable with this exercise?”, and tell them “If you decide not to participate anymore it is your right to decide not to as well"

· At the end of the interview/FGD ask the participants if they have any question 

Guidelines 2/2. Specific guidelines on conducting individual interviews and focus group discussions

1. Key principles

Confidentiality

Don’t write any name down; ensure the discussions are held in a private and confidential environment and that no one else except respondents and the assessment team are in the room/location. Offer frequent reassurances about confidentiality.

Neutrality & Non-judgmental attitude

Never judge or influence a respondent, never allow yourself personal remarks or feelings. Be aware of one’s assumptions about the participants.

Case disclosure 

If any case of violence, abuse or exploitation is disclosed it is your duty to make sure that there is going to be a follow up on the case. For each location/site you must have a response plan prior to conducting FGDs. The lead agency of each sub-county should provide the assessment teams with a list of services available.

2. “Do” and “Don’t”

· Do make people sure that they know why you are asking questions and also what the information will be used for

· Do respect interviewees’ time and needs:  Use your judgment in carrying out the assessment and consider the needs of the interviewees. 

· There is sequencing in the order of questions, please follow this order. Only answers related to given questions will be taken into account so do not ask questions other than those written or keep them for the end of the interview/FGD.

· Do not rush through questions and leave time for the respondent to answer.

· Be respectful of the participant as a competent adult person

· Don’t make any promises

· Do no Harm: Careful decision must be made to minimize any potential risk to interviewees. Be attentive to information about “early marriages” that may be socially sensitive. Never pressure a respondent for a response, allow respondents to skip questions if they so wish.

3. Interviews & FGD with children: Focus on the principles from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

The best interest of the child, Non discrimination, Participation

4. Writing and taking notes

Answers have to be written down in the blank space below each question

The 2 assessors could crosscheck the findings after each interview/FDG to agree on the answers given

If you write down answers literally use brackets “ ” as this could be used as quotations in the report

Language: Feel free to ask questions in Luo but answers will have to be written down in English 

Annex 4. Actual respondents
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Annex 5 – Age of marriage - breakdown per district (Tables and graphs)

Girls:

Table3: Breakdown of numbers of respondents and their responses in (%) per district to the prevalence of early marriage among girls in the Northern region of Uganda

	
	Kitgum
	Lira
	Pader
	Apac
	Gulu
	Amuru
	Total

	Very often
	59
	31
	81
	40
	73
	141
	425

	Occasionally
	52
	34
	39
	23
	41
	18
	207

	Never
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	31
	37

	No response
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4


Graph 2: Illustration of numbers of respondents and their responses in (%) per district to the prevalence of early marriage among girls in the Northern region of Uganda
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Boys :

Table 5: Breakdown of numbers of respondents and their responses in (%) per district to the prevalence of early marriage among girls in the Northern region of Uganda

	BOYS
	Kitgum
	Lira
	Pader
	Apac
	Gulu
	Amuru
	Total

	Very often
	33
	0
	50
	54
	40
	124
	301

	Occasionally
	44
	47
	58
	42
	54
	32
	277

	Never
	17
	14
	2
	0
	1
	31
	65

	No response
	24
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	24


Graph 4: Illustration of numbers of respondents and their responses in (%) per district to the prevalence of early marriage among girls in the Northern region of Uganda
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� In line with the global IASC Cluster approach for humanitarian interventions in Uganda, a Child Protection Sub-Cluster was established in 2007 to cover conflict affected areas in Ugnda (UNICEF has been appointed as the lead coordinating agency). Members of the Sub-Cluster at national level include:  Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development  (to whom coordination responsibilities will be fully handed during the last quarter of 2009), ANPPCAN, UCRNN, IRC, SCiU, AVSI, WCH, YSA, CCF, Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, CPA, Medair, ASB, Goal, WVI, TPO, UNHCR, UNFPA, OCHA, OHCHR, IOM, Amnesty Commission and ICRC as observers. At District level, Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) have been chaired by District Sr. Probation and Welfare Officers and co-chaired by UNICEF.  In addition to the above mentioned organizations, members at district level also include: Empowering Hands, GUSCO, Rufou, CARITAS, Noah’s Ark, ACCORD, CCF Pader, COOPI, KICWA, CPA, Food for Hungry International, Mother’s Union, CINS, URC, LFI, SAPAD, CADOVIC.


� In April 2008, 50% of original  IDPs population were living in caps,  33% were in transit and 18% had returned home.  Source: CAP 2008 MYR report.


� Cited in ‘FROM INVISIBLE TO INDIVISIBLE Promoting and protecting The Right of The Girl Child To be Free From Violence.29. C. Somerset, Child Marriage: Whose Right To Choose?, The Forum on Marriage and the Rights of Women and Girls (United Kingdom, November,(2003), 8


� In addition to these constitutional provisions there are specific laws that govern the institution of marriage in Uganda: The Marriage and Divorce Act which governs civil and Christian marriages; The Customary Marriage (Registration) Act which governs customary marriages; The Marriage and Divorce of Mohammedan Act which governs marriages between Muslims; The Marriage of Africans Act which governs marriages between Africans;  and The Hindu Marriage and Divorce Act which governs marriages between the Hindus. 


� J, Burite, Traditional Marriages in Uganda: Nyom – The Acholi marriage, October (2007)


(www.ugpulse.com/articles/daily/Heritage.asp)


� ‘GIVING OUT THEIR DAUGHTERS FOR THEIR SURVIVAL’ Refugee Self Resilience, Vulnerability and the Paradox of Early Marriage. Refugee Law Project Working paper No.20, �HYPERLINK "mailto:research@refugeelawproject.org"�research@refugeelawproject.org� (�HYPERLINK "http://www.refugeelawproject.org"�www.refugeelawproject.org�) April 2007, 26


� CCF conducted similar assessments in Teso sub-region (Amuria and Katawi). Findings from CCF are not included in this report, as methodology and questionnaires differ and hence aggregation of findings is not possible.


� Criteria for selection includes: sub-county with high population movements 


� Medair, MGLSD, UNHCR, OCHA, World vision, UNICEF


� For example, some groups of boys were only asked questions concerning boys and were not given the opportunity to respond to questions about girls and vice-versa (i.e. boys/men were only asked their views on how often boys married early but not on how often girls married early)


� The payment of dowry, which can involve as well exchange of written documents between families stating that all claims are settled are recognized legally through the issuance of a customary marriage certificate, which is a statutory document obtained from . See 


� This is a devaluation of the tradition of paying luk which was a ‘fine/penalty’ a man  was made to pay for having a child/sexual relations with a girl outside wedlock. It was a way of discouraging couples from fornicating.


� Traditionally, children were not only an indication of a man’s wealth but also a source of pride and wealth in terms of labour and for girls - bride price.


� It should be noted that the percentages given in this and the next sub-section were derived from the number of responses given for each question (the number of times these responses appeared) rather than from the number of respondents interviewed. It was done this way to get more accurate percentages because, as explained in section V (limitations) some respondents depending on their sex were only asked questions relating to the corresponding sex and yet other respondents were given the opportunity to give their views on both sexes.








� Cited in ‘FROM INVISIBLE TO INDIVISIBLE Promoting and protecting The Right of The Girl Child To be Free From Violence.29


� Cited in ‘FROM INVISIBLE TO INDIVISIBLE Promoting and protecting The Right of The Girl Child To be Free From Violence.29


� Cited in Singh, S& Samara, R; ‘Early Marriage Among Women in Developing Countries’. December ,1996 (Volume 22, Number 4)


� There is no Ugandan legal or policy position that prohibits pregnant girls or child mothers from continuing with education, however, the practice is that most girls who become pregnant at school are expelled. Child mothers then often fail to return to complete their education cycle.


� This perhaps began during the phase in the war in Northern Uganda when the rebels declared that they only wanted pure and untouched boys and girls between ages of 8 and 13 years to start a new pure breed of Acholi.








� Note:  the % given is not for the number of respondents who mentioned these actors, rather, it is the number of times these actors were mentioned by respondents. Data is presented in this way so as to  give accurately balanced views because, some respondents listed up to 7 actors each and yet some mentioned only one.





� 63% of 673 respondents indicated that girls very often marry below 18; whilst 36.4% indicated that boys very often marry below 18.


� 74% of respondents stated that girls within their communities marry before the age of 18, that is between the ages of 13 and 17 years. 52% of the respondents believe that boys within their community marry before they are 18 years old, that is at 17 years.


� .  Children were in general quite adamaent about criminalizing and sanctioning adults who force children into marriages:  “Arrest the parents of the young people who supported the marriage” married boys, Gulu


� Gottschalk, N, “Uganda: Early Marriage as a form of Sexual Violence”(�HYPERLINK "http://www.refuggeelawproject.org"�www.refuggeelawproject.org�) 2007,52


� CCF is conducting similar assessments in Teso sub-region (Amuria and Katawi). 


� Criteria for selection includes: sub-county with high population movements


�The CCF experience indicates that the assessment teams managed to gather sensitive information due to good relationship with Child Protection Committees and because CCF staff knew and were trusted by community members.
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