Kitgum: Humanitarian Coordination Meeting

	Minutes
	  18 August 2009
	  0915 am
	OCHA/UNICEF Boardroom


Agenda Topics and Discussions/Decision            
1. Review of Previous Minutes – Action Point 
·  WFP to present EFSA report at the next meeting.
2. Security Brief

· The general security situation is calm in the whole of Northern region.    
· They are number of petty crimes including murder.
· On 22nd July 2009 a man was murdered between Alango Kitgum Matidi roads. The body was found lying near the road.
· On 13th /08/2009, a body of a man was found lying in Ayul the road going to St Joseph hospital near ICRC stores.
· As the war comes to an end, and many NGOs are scaling down their operations, Local staff whose contracts are ending should be informed in advance as stipulated in their contracts to avoid conflict.
· Land wrangling has become a security threat across the district. South Sudanese have also begun laying claims to land close to the border with Uganda
· Ngomoromo Sub County has received a letter from South Sudan, laying claims to the land from the border to the sub county headquarters. District authorities have failed to resolve this border land conflict which has now been referred to the central government. 
Action Point
1. OCHA to follow up on the issues since the discussion has gone at the higher level.
3. Health Update

· “Epilepsy disease” associated with river blindness which is related to sleeping sickness that retards the growth of children is reported on the increase. Effort is being made to eradicate the flies, whilst WHO will continue treating children who are infected for the next 15 years.

· Mass immunization for polio through out the country including Kitgum is ongoing. The exercise started on Saturday 15th and will end on Tuesday 18th August 2009. So far there is 80% coverage recorded by Monday 17th and there is hope that the remaining 20% will be covered on Tuesday the 18th.The exercise will continue in sub counties with law coverage.

· Hepatitis E; is still prevailing in the district with 20 new cases in Epi week 33 reflecting 11% increase compared to the previous week. This brings the cumulative number of case to 10,397, cumulative death of 165 with a CFR of 1.6%. The sub counties that registered most cases are Kitgum Town Council(4),Mucwini(4),Palabek Gem(2),Padibe East(2),Kitgum Matidi(2). Unfortunately most agencies have pulled out without informing others. 
ACTION POINT.
1. WHO to make a presentation on river blindness during the CAP workshop.

2. They should develop leaflets on the extermination of black flies in the district and the materials be translated in luo.
 4. Update on Food situation.

· Due to the acute hunger reported recently, WFP will distribute 50% of the normal food ration to Non EVI’s in Kitgum. This is a one-off distribution meant to improve the food situation in the district, whilst gardens are prepared for next planting season. EVI”s will continue to get 100% of food rations up to December 2009.
· The July EFSA survey revealed that on average 38% of the people in Acholi relied on market purchase for food. 

· Prices of food have remained high, with Sudanese coming over to buy food from Acholi sub region market, thereby aggravating the hunger situation.

· WFP will continue to provide tractors in Acholi sub region to help people open up land. 
· WFP also focused on recovery programmes including tree-planting projects and seed-multiplication in close collaboration with the food and Agricultural organisation (FAO).
5. Preparation for CAP 2010
 Schedules for the preparation of CAP 2010 have been approved by the IASC. Consultations for the Acholi region will start with district workshops. For Kitgum district, the workshop will take place on Wednesday 26th /August /2009 from 0930am to 1230pm at the district council hall.
 The CAP will focus three (3) major priorities;
1. Support the government to enhance food security.

2. Support government to enhance food security.
3. Support government in disaster preparedness and response.
The district technical department should be present on the ground. The invitation will be sent out to the humanitarian agencies shortly so that they attend and support the progress.

6. Emerging issues/Announcements.
· David Bennett was introduced as the new Head of Office for OXFAM, Kitgum.
 The next HC meeting is scheduled on Tuesday, 24th  September 2009, 09:00 am, at OCHA/UNICEF Boardroom
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