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SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2009 SEASONAL RAINFALL OUTLOOK
1.1 Review of the rainfall performance from March to mid August 2009
Generally, the rainfall performance from March to mid August 2009 was very poor over several parts of the country. There was late onset, poor distribution and early cession for March–May (MAM) rainfall season. An even distribution of rainfall was experienced towards end of April and early May for western Uganda and mid May for central and Lake Victoria region.  During the same season, north-eastern and eastern Uganda received much suppressed rainfall. 

During the June-August (JJA) rainfall season, drier than normal conditions, reaching drought proportions prevailed over most parts of Uganda especially during the months of June and July. This was much reflected in the eastern and north eastern regions, where most areas such as Soroti, Tororo, Jinja, and Kumi among others received very much below normal rainfall that was poorly distributed. The areas that received above normal rainfall were Kyenjojo and Kasese though distribution was generally poor.  

1.2 Seasonal rainfall outlook for September to December 2009
September to December constitutes the second major rainfall season in Uganda. During the 24th Climate Outlook Forum (COF24) for the Greater Horn of Africa held in Nairobi, Kenya 24th to 26th August 2009, the national, regional and international climate scientists reviewed the state of the global climate system and its implications on the seasonal rainfall over the sub-region. It was observed that the major physical conditions likely to influence our weather for the forecast period of September to December 2009 are as follows:

· The evolving El Niño conditions (building up of a large pool of unusually warm waters in large parts of the eastern and central equatorial Pacific Ocean) that have become established over the tropical Pacific Ocean. Today a moderate El - Niño is well established and is likely to influence the weather in Uganda for the current and next rainy seasons. 

· The regional systems that include Indian and Atlantic Oceans which have greater influence on the rainfall performance over Uganda 
Based on the above considerations as well as details of the climatology, model forecasts, trends of the ongoing weather patterns, and the physical features of the different regions of the country, my ministry of Water and Environment, Department of Meteorology, has come up with the forecast that overall, there is an increased likelihood of near normal to above normal rainfall over most parts of Uganda. 
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 3.  ONSET AND CESSATIONS

3.1.     WESTERN UGANDA

· South Western; (Kisoro, Kabale, Rukungiri, Kanungu, Ntungamo,

 Isingiro, Mbarara, Kiruhura, Bushenyi, Ibanda)
The region is currently receiving intermittent rains that are likely to persist up to late September/mid October when steady rains will set in. The enhanced rains are expected to set in late October and persist up to around late December/ early January 2010. 
· Central Western (Masindi, Hoima, Kibaale, Kiboga,  Bundibugyo, Kasese, Kabarole, Kyenjojo, Kamwenge)
Currently the region is experiencing dry spells punctuated with intermittent showers that are expected to persist up mid September when steady rains will set in. Peak near normal to above Normal rains are likely to set in during early October and continue to early January next year

· North Western (Moyo, Arua, Terego, Nebbi, Okoro, Adjumani, Yumbe)

Currently this region is experiencing intermittent rains punctuated by incidents of dry spells. Peak normal to above Normal are expected to set in around mid October and continue up to early December, with the main peak from late October to mid November. 

3.2.
LAKE VICTORIA BASIN 

· Western Lake Victoria Basin (Kalangala, Kampala, Wakiso, Eastern  Masaka, South Mpigi)

The region has been experiencing drier than normal conditions since June. Currently the dry spells are being punctuated by intermittent outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms which are intense on some occasions. The onset of steady near normal to above normal rains is expected around early October with a peak from about mid November. The season is expected to end in early January 2010. 

· Eastern Lake Victoria Basin (South Jinja, South Bugiri, South Busia,  Mayuge)

Currently this region is experiencing occasional showers and thunderstorms punctuated by dry spells. Enhanced rains are expected to set off around early October and reach a peak in early November to early December. The season is expected to end around mid December.

3.3.
CENTRAL
· Western parts of Central (Mubende, Mpigi, Luwero, Kiboga, Nakasongola, Sembabule, Western Masaka, Rakai)

Currently the region is experiencing a dry spell punctuated by intermittent outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms. Normal to above normal rains are expected to set in around mid October and reach maximum intensity during late November/early December. Cessation is expected around mid/late December. 

· Eastern parts of Central (Mukono, South Kayunga)

The region is currently experiencing dry spells punctuated by increasing outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms. The onset of normal to above normal rains is expected around early October and to reach a peak mid November/ early December. Cessation of the rains is expected around late December/early January 2010

3.4. EASTERN

· South Eastern (Jinja, Kamuli, Iganga, Bugiri, Busia and  Tororo)

The on-going outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms, punctuated by short dry spells are expected to continue up to mid September. Thereafter above normal rains are expected to set in reaching maximum intensity around mid October to late November. Cessation is expected late December/early January.

· Eastern Central (Pallisa, Budaka, Mbale, Sironko, Manafwa, Kapchorwa, Kumi, Kaberamaido, Soroti)

This region is currently receiving moderate rains after a long dry spell since June. The moderate rains, punctuated by dry spells are expected to give way to the onset of normal to above normal rains early October. Maximum intensity of the rains is expected around mid October/early November and cessation around late December.

· North Eastern (Katakwi, Moroto, Kotido, Nakapiripit)

This region experiences the peak of the season from around mid August to late September. However, this is likely to be suppressed. Currently the region is experiencing outbursts of short-lived showers which are expected to continue up to about mid October when steady rains are expected. The, rains are however, expected to be moderate but are likely to persist up to late November.

3.5 
NORTH

· Western Parts (Amuru, Gulu, Apac, Amolatar)

After emerging from a prolonged dry spell, the region is currently experiencing moderate seasonal rains punctuated by occasional short-lived dry spells which are expected to persist up to early October. Steady rains are expected to set in around mid October and persist up to late November with a peak in late October to mid November when the normal season should be on a decline. Cessation is expected late November/early December. 

· Eastern Parts (Lira, Kitgum, Pader, Abim)

The region is currently experiencing moderate rains punctuated by short-lived dry spells which are expected to continue up to late September when steady rains are likely to set in. The peak of the rains is expected mid/late October and cessation early/mid December. 

4. POTENTIAL IMPACTS

4.1     Agriculture and Food Security Sector

The coming El Nino related rains are expected to improve agricultural activities. The farmers are therefore advised to make use of this season by optimizing crop yield through appropriate land-use management. They should be encouraged to plant enough food that will also cater for the drought stricken areas.

4.2
Disaster Management Sector 

There are high chances that flooding will once again occur in flood-prone areas of central, eastern and western Uganda. People are also advised to shift to higher grounds to avoid such floods. In case of people being displaced by floods, relief food and materials should be made available. Other disasters may arise from possible land slides mostly in mountainous of western, south-western and eastern Uganda, strong and gusty winds, and lightening etc. Appropriate measures should be taken to avoid loss of life and destruction of infrastructure.

4.3
Energy Sector 

The expected rains are likely to enhance the levels of water in the dams which are currently low. The energy sector should plan for optimization of power generation and distribution as the situation is monitored. 

4.4     Transport Sector

The anticipated rainfall patterns are likely to be occasionally accompanied by intense rainfall events that may lead to flooding in some areas. Motorists are advised to take utmost care whenever such events occur. Municipalities need to clear the drainage systems to forestall water run-off in streets and pavements occasioned by downpours and blocked drainage systems in towns and city. 

4.6
Health

Water-borne diseases such as Malaria, Cholera and typhoid may emerge in most parts of the country. Health authorities are, therefore, expected to be on the look out and equip hospitals with necessary drugs to deal with such situations as they arise.
Special Note:
The intensity of the El Nińo is a weak one and its impacts will not be as strong as those of 1997/98 El Nińo event.

The Department of Meteorology will continue to update the public on the El Nińo developments and other weather events through the electronic and print media and through its website given below: http://www.meteo-uganda.net 

S.A.K Magezi

For Commissioner for Meteorology
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