AMURU
WASH Cluster meeting

Held on 6th October, 2009 at District Water Office Amuru.
Members Present: 
	S/No
	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Email Address

	1
	Okello Joel
	UNOCHA
	0772760015
	okelloj@un.org

	2
	Loum .Janan Arthur
	UNHCR
	0772372760
	loum@unhcr.org

	3
	Achola Monica Okumu
	NRC-CM
	07827856088
	okumumonica@yahoo.co.uk

	4
	Nyeko Simon
	ACF
	0782 857655
	Asst.wash-gu.ug@acf-international.org

	5
	Okwonga John 
	ADLG
	0712 645757
	okwongajohn@yahoo.com

	6
	Omara Christo Balmoyi
	Invisible Children
	0712422779
	bchristo@invisiviblechildren.com

	7
	Fred Otim
	CARITAS Gulu
	0772 555223
	otimf@unhcr.org

	8
	Okello Luis P’Abur
	ADLG
	0772560679
	louis.pabur@gmail.com

	Absent with Apology

	1
	Nyeko geofrey
	ADLG
	
	


Agenda:

1. Opening Prayer.

2. Introduction  
3. Communication from the chair
4. Reading of previous minutes and reactions
5. Activity report./Referral from other sectors. 

6. Closure 
 The house was called to order at 11:42 AM by the chairperson Mr. Okwonga John who led the house to adoption of the Agenda.
1. Opening Prayer and introduction
A short prayer was said by a staff from invisible children thanking God for the meeting and asked for HIS guidance.
2. Introduction

Self introduction was done by each member present, one apology was received from the water Officer Amuru.
3. Communication from the Chair
The chairperson welcomed and thanked all the members who turned up for the meeting and apologized on behalf of the district for not conducting the coordination meeting last month. He expressed his gratitude to all members who turned up and urged all members to continue attending the coordination meeting.
	Agenda
	Notes
	Action

	
	
	

	
	Reaction.

There was no an immediate reaction to the communication from the chairperson.
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	Reading of previous minutes
The minute’s secretary took the members through the minutes and the followings were the reaction from members.
As a follow up on the action points, members inquired to know the feed back on action points on minute 4 as follows,

Absence of agencies such as ICRC UNICEF and AMREF was noticed in the meeting.
· In response, the DHI said that the district water officer was away from the district and he does not know whether a follow up was made. However, but follow up will be made on the missing agencies. He added that UNICEF was contacted but they were concentrating in Lira since it is about to close. He said that further contact would be made when UNICEF turn up for the District Implementation Team meeting scheduled for the coming week.  

· On meeting partners on sanitation data collection, he said that the partners were not met so he could not give any feed back.
The followings were reactions on minute 6.

· A member inquired about a borehole in Pawel Lalem where ICRC had dismantled due to lack proper Hygiene. ICRC was not present in the meeting so there was no update on the water point.
· About spring protection by NRC, a member noted with concern that some springs are protected by the yields are poor for which he suggested that for such water points, a shallow well would be a better technology since the price difference was small.

It was observed that some springs are actually good yielding while in some areas spring protection is difficult naturally. The members recommended that the district water office should be consulted for every spring protection during assessment before it is protected and also the district should map out areas where spring protection is difficult so that alternative technology would be applied in such areas.

· A member requested to know about the hand over of Motorcycles bicycles and other equipments by UNHCR. The response was that it was being handled by the logistics office, but a date for the hand over would be communicated to the district.
· About the ordinance the DHI said that a draft was made but it was still under review by the ACAO. He added that there will be some report on the ordinance in the next meeting. 

· On GPS points for spring, UNHCR said that they did not avail it to DWO & UNOCHA because the data was not collected. It will be done before the next meeting.

· The members made correction that the issue on Emergency Plan was not an action point but it was a communication from the water officer. However, for further update it was recommended that OPM would be in position to update on the emergency plan.
· The members made comment that the current data showing water coverage at 51% may be indicating the coverage based on previous data, but with population movement, a new assessment may have to be done. It was also noted with concern the low coverage of safe dinking water.

· Members advised against use of individual names in the minutes as the participants do attend on behalf of the organization.

· The house recommended that the report format should be maintained.
	DWO and ALL

UNHCR

DHI

UNHCR

ALL
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	Activity reporting.

There was no written report that was submitted by all the agencies present.
Key achievements during the reporting month included;

DWO

· The water office said that at the moment they have no activities going on in the district since the year has just begun and procurement was is still in process.
ACF

 It submitted that currently there was no activities under taking in Amuru district due to lack of funding but seeking for donor funding so that next year we carry out WASH activities but ACF shall continue being active in WASH cluster meeting.
NRC-CM
Since district camp phase out committee did not sit last month, there was no specific report from the camp phase out committee at district level. However, in Amuru the community was leveling the houses in areas where people have left and the following are the challenges;
· The area left to be cleared is so large that the volunteers can not handle it easily since they are engaged in garden work.
· There are army trenches left in the detaches and people fear working there since there the trenches were not yet assessed for UXOs.

The members saw that the UXOs concerns security issue, therefore it should be taken to the attention of the RDC and Mine action centre so that they can come in.
The district Engineer asked the CPC working in Pabbo to assist the sub county authority in asking the community to leave the area within Pabbo sub county head quarters for construction of Staff houses which is due to start soon. This is to avoid land struggle as it was before.
Planned the following activities for the month of October.
·  NRC plans to protect 13 springs in Amuru and Lamogi sub counties the following are in Amuru Sub county;

Wang Oruka in Twaranguu village Pailyec Parish;
Wang Oloya Oyika in Turudakatuba village,Toro Parish;

Wang Marako in Ayella Village Giragira Parish; The community is not supportive to this spring protection.
Wang Otebe in Opok Village Giragira Parish;

Wang Awaro ii in Coorom Village Lamogi Parish;

Wang Okile in Layamo village Pamuca parish.

UNOCHA 
OCHA informed the cluster members that transition from cluster to Sector coordination which was earmarked for September 2009 has been postponed to November 2009.
He also added that cluster evaluation was done and the draft report has been produced but the final copy will be shared with all the cluster members.
Invisible Children

· Invisible children did not have any activities going on under WASH cluster but in education sector however, they are having a new strategy to roll out to new schools in the course of next year.
	These challenges should be taken to the Camp Phase-out Committee.
UNHCR to take the issue to Mine Action Centre and the DWO to take the issue to RDC.
All the sites must be supervised by a technical person.
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	Referral from other clusters

· There was no referral from other sectors.
	

	7
	AOB
	


8. Closure 
The chairperson encouraged all the Agencies to attend the WASH cluster meeting. He thanked Invisible Children and ACF for their attendance and added that it is not the activities which are more important but the ideas that they share in the meeting which is important and he urged all the cluster members to turn up for the next meeting on the first Tuesday of next month.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 PM.

Signed 

Chair person ………………………………………

Minute secretary:  …………………………………Nyeko Simon- ACF. 
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