GEO-IM WORKING GROUP MEETING MINUTES

(28 May 2009, @ 10:00 – 11:30am, at UBOS Conference Room)

OCHA (2)

UBOS (1)
WFP (Apology)
NWSC (1)

IMC (Apology)
NUDC (1)
FAO (Apology)
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Meeting Minutes - Outlines:

1. Chair’s Note:  Geo-IM Working Group meeting conducted at UBOS conference room.  The Chair (UBOS - Mr. Bernard J. Muhwezi, Principal Geo-Information Officer) welcomed all the members present.  He expressed the need to have each organisation presenting what they are doing in terms of GIS activities. He said that UBOS have already covered 13 districts in terms of mapping for Census mapping 2012. The data will be shared in August this year after editing and cleaning.  He also mentioned. UBOS will continually share the data for the districts as the data arrive in.
UBOS also stated that, they are on the process of acquiring satellite images of all the towns in Uganda including Kampala City. The procurement processes have already been completed. The Ikonos satellite images will have high resolution and 3500 sq km of coverage.  Ocha suggested UBOS that while procuring the expensive satellite images from the commercial company, the buyer (UBOS) must able to bargain to use the image within the government for multi-purposes rather than agreeing for single user. 
2. Briefing by NUDC/OPM:  
NUDC mentioned their service availability is still ongoing. So far Teso and Acholi Regions have been completed. The members particularly Ocha voiced and requested the NUDC to come out with the modality of sharing data collected to avoid duplication and maximize efforts.
3. Presentation by NWSC on contours
NWSC apologize not being able to present on the contours (as agreed in previous meeting).  The presenter also promised to first go through it with UBOS before sharing it with other members. However he presented and elaborated on the relevant of GISCorps and how we can benefit from them. See attached.
4. General information by UN OCHA 
OCHA informed the members that, a project proposal has been sent to their Headquarters of acquiring the satellite image of Karamoja region and its borders with Sudan and Kenya. So once the project is approved and satellite image obtained- this will be available for share as it is an issue of humanitarian concern.  UNOCHA also agreed to share the standard GIS data folder structure, file naming convention (which is being used in Uganda) to UBOS and Geo-IM WG members.  This structure will help the members to manage all the GIS shape files and its products in a manner that anybody can navigate and search files without any problem. 
5. Next meeting:  Tentative Monday 27 July 2009.
The End.
