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Juba Peace Process / ICC
Regional leaders to decide Kony fate (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662230 

UGANDA will consult regional leaders on the fate of LRA leader Joseph Kony, who refused to sign the final peace agreement over the weekend. 

Defence state minister Ruth Nankabirwa said a summit of presidents of the countries in the region, convened by the chief mediator, Dr. Riek Machar, would advise on the talks. 

Kony has in the past used durations of talks to re-arm, train, treat the wounded and mobilise in preparation for fighting. 

Yesterday, after a briefing of what transpired during the meeting between Kony and leaders from the north at Garamba in Congo, the Government team returned to Kampala. 

Only ministers Ruhakana Rugunda, the chief government negotiator and his colleague, Nankabirwa, remained in Juba where they held a closed-door meeting with Machar, who is also the South Sudan vice-president and Joaquim Chissano, the UN envoy to LRA-affected areas, at the Bridge Hotel. 

In the evening, Rugunda, Nankabirwa and Chissano returned to Kampala aboard a UN helicopter. 

Nankabirwa said Chissano informed the meeting of what he will report to the UN Security Council on December 16, but referred The New Vision to Rugunda for details. 

Rugunda was reportedly in a meeting at press time. 

However, sources in the meeting said the LRA team cited the arrest warrants by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for Kony and his top commanders as a challenge to the talks. 

“The LRA wants the provision in the final peace agreement on the ICC to be revisited and restructured,” the source said. 

The team also said threats against Kony from people in Uganda and the Diaspora delayed the signing of the deal. 

Machar confirmed that Kony said he would not sign the final agreement if the ICC warrants remain. He doubted that the elders would persuade Kony to sign the deal. 

“But knowing his behaviour, he is probably elsewhere. I do not see new ideas that have come out of his discussions with the elders,” he said. 

Chissano too expressed doubt about the peace deal. 

“We do not expect there will be a signing soon.” 

In the two-decade brutal war, the LRA have been accused of mass murders, amputation of survivors, abductions, looting, burning villages, sex slavery and forced recruitment of children into its ranks. 

Kampala Running Out of Patience With Kony (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=348155&apc_state=henh 

Hopes of a formal end to Uganda’s bloody insurgency received another blow over the weekend when rebel leader Joseph Kony once again refused to sign a peace deal.

“Kony has failed the peace agreement. This implies that he is not interested in the peace process,” said Calvin Ayang, a resident of Baropiro village in northern Uganda, reflecting the views of many in the north.

“The best is to attack his hideout at Garamba [National] Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and [he] be forced out or killed,” Ayang said about Kony – the leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA – who for the third time this year rejected an agreement that has been two years in the making.

As recently as last week, Kony claimed he would sign the deal on Saturday, November 29 , a deadline that had been set by leaders of Uganda and South Sudan, after talks effectively ended earlier this year.

But Kony also demanded to meet, as he has on several occasions in the past, with a group of about 20 tribal and cultural leaders from northern Uganda who flew to Juba on November 27. They were then taken to a meeting place near Nabanga on the South Sudan, DRC border, and later met with Kony in his camp.

At the camp, Kony restated his longstanding request that charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity issued by the International Criminal Court, ICC, in The Hague be lifted before he would sign. He also reportedly demanded that his army be integrated into the Ugandan army and that he be given a government post.

Kony apparently left the meeting and is thought to have returned to his camp in Garamba National Park, where for the past year he has raided and looted towns and villages, some as far away as the Central African Republic, and abducting hundreds of children.

Upon learning that Kony would not sign the deal, the Ugandan peace team and chief talks mediator, South Sudan vice president Riek Machar, who were at Nabanga, returned to Juba, while cultural, political and religious leaders from northern Uganda continued to meet with Kony.

Lango paramount chief Yosam Odur, who was among those who spoke to Kony, told IWPR that the rebel commander welcomed them into his camp, but warned against pressuring him to sign the final peace agreement.

“He welcomed us cordially, but later said he would not make a mistake to sign the agreement as long as the ICC indictment against him still stands,” Odur told IWPR on phone from Kony’s camp.

“He described [those of] us who are pressuring him to come out and [put pen to] paper as betrayers and government spies.”

Sam Engola, a member of the government delegation, told IWPR from the Beijing Hotel in Juba after returning from Nabanga, that some of Kony’s fellow Acholi tribesmen in the diaspora have advised Kony not to sign the deal.

He said Machar and Joachim Chissano, the United Nations special envoy to the Kony talks, never met the elusive rebel leader this trip.

“As the government delegation, there is nothing we can do,” Engola said. “The only option is to write the report and present to the government and the parliament.” 

Because Kony did not sign, President Yoweri Museveni cancelled plans to travel to Juba to put his signature to the document, a trip that was conditional on Kony doing so first.

“How can you talk to a … person like Kony [so that] he listens?” Museveni told reporters in Kampala. “The only way he can listen is through military offensive.”

Meanwhile, a government official with the delegation in Juba, who asked to remain anonymous, was critical of the suggestion that the LRA be incorporated into government forces he fought for 20 years.

“His inclusion into government and his troops into army are not possible,” the man said. “There are procedures to be followed in recruitment into army. Kony doesn’t have qualifications to join government. He is a primary six pupil.”

Presidential advisor for northern Uganda Richard Twodong said Museveni will develop a course of action after he is briefed on the meeting by Machar, Chissano and his government team.

“Whatever action government is going to take against Kony, is up to [Museveni],” said Twodong. “People are tired of his nonsense. Under normal circumstances, Kony should be fought. What more is left? He has shown he is not interested in peaceful means to end this rebellion.”

Uganda’s military spokesman Major Paddy Ankunda said, “We are not surprised [at] Kony refusing to sign a peace deal. Kony has perfected the art of lying. He is not a peace maker.” He suggested that military action against Kony is possible. 

While many in the north are angry that Kony did sign the peace agreement, few believe that he was ready to do so.

“I have failed to [understand] what Kony really wants and his motives,” said Juma Jami Okot, a presenter with Mega FM radio station in Gulu.

Gilbert Okello, a resident of Amuru, said, “Kony is a character you can’t rely on. I knew he would not sign the peace deal. If he was to sign, he would have first released children and women [he is holding].”

Jimmy Okello, from Kakoge, said Kony was just buying time so that he could re-supply his forces and would only come out of the jungle if he’s captured alive.
Kony disappoints north leaders (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662231 

LEADERS in the north have expressed disappointment and frustration after LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony failed to sign the final peace deal on Saturday. 

A 22-man delegation of religious and traditional leaders from the conflict-affected areas over the weekend travelled to Kony’s hideout in Ri-Kwangba, South Sudan, for advance talks. 

Late Sunday evening, LRA team leader David Matsanga said Kony had asked for more time saying he needed to be reassured of his safety following indictment by the International Criminal Court. 

Yesterday, Gulu district chairman Norbert Mao said: “Kony should know that he will be judged by his conduct. He is confused.” 

He urged Kony to keep his word. 

The Pader resident district commissioner, Santo Okot Lapolo, said: “The people of northern Uganda have now seen the truth because all along, they have been deceived and they were subjected to slavery of Kony. The Government has done its best and the world should now take over.” 

The Woman MP, Judith Franka Akello, however, said Kony should be given time to sign the peace deal. 

“But if the Government thinks it can successfully attack and destroy his forces, let it go ahead.” 

The district speaker, Ray Okwir, said Kony is not committed to the talks. 

“He is trying to buy time to organise and destabilise northern Uganda. He is working with external forces to derail the peace talks.” 

The vice-chairperson, Alfred Akena, said “The Government and other UN bodies should ensure that northern Uganda does not go back into turmoil. 

Acholi leaders should stop going to him because it is becoming a tourism activity. Persuading Kony must stop. Force should be used against Kony to root him out of Garamba.” 

Kitgum chairperson John Komakech Ogwok said: “This peace process has dragged on for long with a lot of time and resources wasted.” 

The resident district commissioner, Alfred Omwony Ogaba, said he is not surprised that Kony failed to sign the agreement. 

Kony feared arrest at Ri-Kwangba (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kony_feared_arrest_at_Ri-Kwangba_76076.shtml 
LRA leader Joseph Kony declined to sign a truce pact with the government at the weekend for fear of being arrested on the spot at Ri-Kwangba, Dr Rugunda has said.

The head of the government delegation at the Juba Peace talks yesterday said Kony could have thought spies had been deployed at the venue for signing the Final Peace Agreement to arrest him to face prosecution for war crimes and crimes against humanity at the Hague. 

“The main reason Kony gave for not signing the agreement was the ICC. He said he would like the indictments removed before he can sign the agreement,” said Dr Ruhakana Rugunda, 

Kony, in such a fourth prank this year, duped chief mediator Riek Machar’s delegation, including Mr Joachim Chissano, the UN secretary-general’s envoy and representatives of the donor community, to travel to the DR Congo frontier, promising to put pen to paper.

But after making the team wait for two days, Kony did not only withhold his signature but also refused to meet the delegation face-to-face.

By press time, the Juba peace secretariat under Dr Machar had not issued any public statement on the aborted weekend errand. They were expected to brief President Museveni about the latest developments.

Dr Rugunda, however, said, “The (Uganda) government position is that we have an agreement in place and what remains is for Kony to sign it and we begin implementation. Unfortunately, he (Kony) is making himself an obstacle to the peaceful resolution of the conflict.”

Kony’s failure to sign prompted female MPs to call for restraint, worried that a repeat of the fighting would adversely affect the already vulnerable women and children. 

Ms Betty Ocan, the secretary-general of the Uganda Women Parliamentary Association said, “We know talking peace is not easy. But we still insist that war is not a solution. If the war resumes, it is always women and children to suffer.”
LRA Chief Negotiator Denies Uganda Rebel Leader is Stalling for Time (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2008-12-02-voa4.cfm 

The government of Uganda says it will consult with regional leaders on the fate of Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader Joseph Kony, who, despite repeated assurances refused again over the weekend to sign the final peace agreement.

Ugandan Defense minister Ruth Nankabirwa reportedly said a summit of regional presidents, convened by the chief mediator and South Sudan Vice President Dr. Riek Machar would advise on the talks.

A delegation of religious and traditional leaders from Uganda's conflict-affected northern region who met with Kony over the weekend has also reportedly expressed disappointment in the rebel leader.

Kony has in the past used durations of talks to re-arm, train, and mobilize in preparation for more fighting. LRA chief peace negotiator David Matsanga told VOA he and the LRA leader have not been deceiving Ugandans and the international community.

"General Joseph Kony told us that we should go there (Ri-Kwamgba) as his negotiators, and we which did meet him, sit down with him, which we did. This time it was not through proxy. It was face-to-face and a physical meeting. I was accompanied by many, many elders from northern Uganda and other religious leaders, and General Joseph Kony plainly came out and told us the reasons as to why he was not signing. The most important thing is the indictments. So they want the indictments from the ICC to be removed before they can sign," he said.

Reports from northern Uganda said the religious and traditional leaders who went to Ri-Kwamgba hoping to witness the signing of the final agreement were disappointed in the rebel leader.

But Matasanga said the disappointment was not the making of rebel leader Joseph Kony.

"Not only elders from northern Uganda, very many people are not comfortable that this (the agreement) has not taken place. All the elders who where there, we all pleaded with General Joseph Kony to sign this agreement, but General Joseph Kony said he can only sign the agreement once the indictments are removed. And we could not argue with him any more than that. We spent there two days with General Joseph Kony and we discussed a number of things. He has told us his difficulties, and we have put these difficulties to Dr. Rick Michar the South Sudan Vice President who is the chief mediator," Matsanga said.

Matsanga again denied that he, as chief LRA peace negotiator, was partly to blame for what some have called Kony's repeated misleading promises to sign the final peace agreement.

"I think that is a very wrong question to be asked because I have not misled anybody and I have not told anybody any thing contrary to that. Kony has appeared himself, he has told us what is the problem. So there is no question of misleading here. We went, we met Kony, we sat down, and we talked and talked and talked. Kony understands the agreement; he has read it from page to page two only that he doesn't want to sign it because of the indictments," Matsanga said.

On the threat of military action against the LRA leader if he did not sign the final deal, Matasanga said he knew nothing about a military threat against Kony.

"I am not a military operator; I don't prefer military action and I don't have any privy to any military plans that the government of Uganda or the government of Congo may be planning. I am a chief negotiator; I negotiated an agreement; it is a good agreement but General Kony has said he cannot sign it because of the indictments. Whether they want to take military option, it is their problem," Matsanga said.

Kony’s Survival Ploy (Institute for War & Peace Reporting - OPINION)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=348166&apc_state=henpacr 

By Peter Eichstaedt, IWPR Africa editor, in Juba

After announcing that he would sign a peace deal with the Ugandan government on Saturday, November 29, Ugandan rebel leader Joseph Kony again drew a crowd to the jungle camp of Nabanga on the border between South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC.

As Kony has done in the past, he balked, leaving a host of his Acholi tribal and cultural leaders waiting and wanting, along with the United Nations special envoy Joachim Chissano, the talk’s chief mediatory, South Sudan vice- president Riek Machar and a flock of international observers.

While the signing of the agreement would certainly have been a milestone in the history of Uganda, it remains a meaningless document despite the vast amount of time and money spent by international community on the talks, including the provision of food and other supplies to the rebels, over the past couple of years.

Sadly, the signing of a peace deal could have formally ended a sad chapter in Uganda’s history, a terrible saga in which Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, waged 20 years of a senseless and brutal war in northern Uganda. It effectively ended in July 2006 with a ceasefire that launched talks that continued into the middle of this year.

Only Kony’s signature remained. But it was not to be.

Instead, Kony has once again retreated into the jungles of Garamba National Park in northeastern DRC, after saying, as he has all along, that the indictments by the International Criminal Court, ICC, against him and top commanders need to be lifted. Kony alone faces 33 counts for acts he and his commanders allegedly ordered against unarmed civilians, mostly from his own Acholi tribe.

With Kony’s latest act, lifting or temporarily suspending the charges, as has been suggested so that Uganda might put Kony on trial, is now more unlikely than ever before.

If events of this year are any indication, Kony is leading his militia into a new chapter of death and destruction for thousands of innocent civilians who live in the Haut Uele region of DRC.

It began exactly a year ago when in early December 2007, Kony sent his soldiers against the softest of all targets, the priests and nuns of a Catholic health clinic in Duru. His soldiers looted the place, making off with money and medicine, but they also left a message with one of the sisters.

They told her that the attack against the civilians was because the villagers were cooperating with the UN, which had stationed an engineering battalion in the region to build a new airstrip about 75 kilometres away in the regional capital, Dungu. The UN was the LRA’s new enemy, having replaced the Ugandan government, because it was cooperating with the ICC, which has been after Kony since the middle of 2005.

Just as Kony’s war in Uganda made little sense, with him insisting he was fighting to establish a regime based on the same Ten Commandments he and his men broke every day, his continued war in the northern DRC makes even less sense.

Kony’s brand of terror has merely shifted locales. As reported by IWPR, Kony sent his troops on a two-month rampage earlier this year, during which they looted and abducted hundreds of people from villages from as far away as the Central African Republic, CAR.

His subsequent attacks have been sporadic, and most recently he struck about a dozen villages in the region, then launched a bold attack against about 800 Congolese soldiers who had only recently been posted in Dungu. Reports are sketchy, but eight LRA were reportedly killed.

Some reliable sources suggest that in the past year, Kony has abducted at least 1,000 people, many of the men and boys forced to become porters, some soldiers, and the girls camp cooks and sex slaves.

Should Kony refuse to sign a peace deal even in the event of ICC charges being lifted or temporarily suspended to allow prosecution by a Ugandan court, the international community may be finally forced to capture him.

But despite the talk of a regional force going after him with some UN support, it will be hard to arrange and difficult to carry out.

Kony eluded the Ugandan army for 20 years, by hiding out in South Sudan, thanks to the Khartoum government. But even when that fallback was removed, the Ugandans were unable to grab him. Kony simply retreated to his current camp in the Garamba National Park.

Such a regional force would include Ugandans, Congolese, CAR and South Sudanese troops, but prospects of it being effective are slim.

The DRC has little control over its troops or most of the eastern part of the country, which seems mired in endless militia wars. CAR is incapable of effective military action and has rebel problems of its own. Only South Sudan has a somewhat reliable force, but it’s more worried about the Khartoum government than Kony.

The UN, meanwhile, is simply not an option. Despite a massive force of 17,000 peacekeepers in DRC, it is spread out across a country the size of Europe and has a limited mandate. Even the pending addition of 3,000 more troops to help stabilise the eastern Kivu provinces will not achieve much.

If Kony has accomplished anything with his vacillation over signing the peace agreement, it is extending his and his militia’s survival.

Kony has been able to manipulate the international community with his repeated peace overtures. He has devised the perfect ploy: talk peace, and do the opposite. 

What’s clear is that Kony will be around for a long time, doing what he wants, when he wants, in part due to the painful indulgence of the international community.

Sadly, the innocent and the defenceless suffer. Maybe now, finally, the international community will wake up.

Peter Eichstaedt is IWPR’s Africa Editor 

Northern Uganda

Army deserter named in road ambushes (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Army_deserter_named_in_road_ambushes_76062.shtml 

A UPDF deserter is responsible for the recent ambushes and murder incidents on the Lira-Pader-Kitgum Road, the army has said.

The 3rd Division Spokesman, Capt. Deo Asiimwe Akiiki, said the last two robberies on the road were carried out by a lone armed deserter they suspect to be Pte Jasper Ogal Odongo, formerly of UPDF 87 Battalion.

Capt. Akiiki told Daily Monitor that the last incident took place at Abunga Bridge in Pader last Sunday where an armed thug stopped a vehicle and robbed passengers of Shs360,000.

Earlier, an ambush by a single armed man took place at Angola Bridge in Kona-Kilak in Pader District. About four other incidents have been recorded.

In a press statement last week, Capt. Akiiki said the army and other security agencies are on a ‘search and destroy mission’ for Pte Odong who he said has since eluded security. 

He said intelligence reports indicate that Pte Odong could be among armed thugs on rampage to ambush vehicles on the Kitgum-Lira-Road.

Capt. Akiiki said some other people have also been arrested including an LDU deserter. “We have a list of people we have arrested and after investigations we shall release the names to the public,” Capt. Akiiki said on phone.

Pte Odongo came to limelight early this year in March when he allegedly murdered four people in his home area over a land dispute.
Govt okays Amuru land allocation deal (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_okays_Amuru_land_allocation_deal_76059.shtml 

The government yesterday denied grabbing land in northern Uganda but at the same time backed the allocation of the controversial Amuru land to Madhvani among other private individuals. 

In a statement to parliament yesterday, Lands Minister Omara Atubo said Amuru District Land Board was at liberty to allocate land which is not owned by any person or authority. But Acholi MPs insist that the land government wants to allocate to investors belongs to the people who have been struggling in displaced camps for over years. 

“In the particular case of investment by Madhvani Sugar Works, I wish to inform the House and the country at large that Madhvani like any other applicants, formerly applied to the District Land Board for allocation of 20,000 hectares of land in March 2008. There were other five applicants,” Mr Atubo’s statement reads in part. 

The government statement was a direct response to MPs Michael Ocula (FDC, Kilaka) and Simon Oyet (FDC, Nwoya) complaints that the government was helping unscrupulous land grabbers in northern Uganda.
Ministry wants absentee head teachers sacked (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Ministry_wants_absentee_head_teachers_sacked_76063.shtml 

Ministry of Education officials have directed the Nebbi DEO to sack any head teachers who abscond.

The resolution follows a meeting convened by the ministry officials to determine the level of absenteeism in schools in the district. 

The Nebbi District Education Officer, Mr Stanislaus Ogen, said 44 per cent of head teachers do not report for duty without explanation while 28 per cent miss school due to illness.

At least 205 schools were visited with over 100 head teachers found to have fallen victim to absenteeism since the first academic term. 

“It is hurting here because the general absenteeism among teachers is 36 per cent. This has grossly affected our performance especially in PLE,” Mr Ogen said.

He said teacher’s absenteeism has increased the drop-out rate in the district. Despite the high enrolment rate, children are denied quality education especially through absenteeism and teaching while drunk, Mr Ogen added.

Already, the district executive committee has asked the Cao to discipline errant head teachers like those absconding from duty, drunk teachers and those engaged in misconduct like defilement and rape.

He attributed the problem to poor inspection.  He said there was urgent need to strengthen the inspection department to improve on the anomalies in the education sector.

The In charge School Attendance in the Ministry of Education, Mr George Mumbe, said such head teachers are frustrating the growth of education in the district. 

“We need to take immediate action against the culprits so that we improve on the performance,” Mr Mumbe said. “Without the efforts of the teachers, the quality enhancement programme is compromised yet the government is committed to ensure children attain the best education.” 

He said drunken teachers must be sacked to pave way for recruitment of professional teachers.
Lira inmates wait to see justice done (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Lira_inmates_wait_to_see_justice_done_76061.shtml 

Lira inmates told judicial officials on Friday that they have been denied justice. The team from the Judicial Integrity Committee, headed by Justice Galdino Okello, had gone to the prison to hear inmates’ complaints about how their cases are handled.

The team heard that prisoners are remanded longer than the law allows, cases take long to be disposed of, and judgment is delayed.

Lira Prison has over 530 inmates with only 188 serving their sentence and the rest on remand. Mr Boniface Olodi told the committee that he was arrested in 2002 and only appeared in the High Court in 2006. He said his case was postponed due to lack of funds. 

“My name was cause listed in 2007 but I was told that the judge who first tried me is the same judge who should hear my case. “Why am I being denied justice?” Mr Olodi asked.

Ojwang Kabingo, a councillor from Amolatar Sub-county serving eight months imprisonment, said he appealed to the High Court but the court needs proceedings from the Chief Magistrate but they have not been signed for the last three months.

One Olung said he was sentenced to 10-years imprisonment in 2003 by the magistrate’s court but has never heard from the High Court despite his appeal.

In their response, the committee told the inmates that things will improve. Other members are Mr Wilson Masalu Musene, the registrar of courts, and Ms Nuluyati Nabiwande. They are traversing Northern Uganda. Three other teams are traversing other parts of the country.

Justice Okello assured the inmates they will avail the required funds as soon as the team returns to Kampala.

He told the inmates that a High Court cause list would be arranged on a first come first serve basis. 

He said there was confusion because the Lira court files were being handled from Gulu and said things would improve since Lira had received an assistant registrar.

The Integrity Committee was set up in 2000 by Justice James Ogola to monitor the performance of judicial officers. 

“We traverse the country to get views from stakeholders and the public on how the Judiciary in respective areas is performing,” Mr Musene told Daily Monitor on Saturday.

The committee is part of a nation-wide campaign to improve the image of the Judiciary after the Inspector General of Government report that implicated the sector as the most corrupt in the country.

Leaders ignorant of peace plan — Lira chief (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/662196 

POLITICAL leaders are ignorant about the Peace, Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP), the Lira LC5 chairperson has said. 

“Although I have attended conferences about PRDP, it is not clear how the Government is implementing this plan,” Franco Ojur said on Thursday. 

Health and education secretary Patrick Ayena said: “I had hope that the PRDP would construct teachers’ and medical workers’ houses and equip schools and hospitals. But up to now, I do not know what is on the ground as far as PRDP is concerned.” 

Dickens Kennedy Odongo (Omoro) stressed the need to be informed about the plan so as to educate the residents about it. 

Dinah Bua (Railways, central division) said while Police patrol vehicles had been purchased under the programme, there was need for more support, especially to cover the villages. 

Aromo LC3 chairperson Robert Ogwang urged the Government to sensitise leaders on the programme.
Eastern Uganda
Karimojong children rescued (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/662200 
ABOUT 17 Karimojong children abducted from Moroto and abandoned in Bukedea district have been rescued, reports Olandason Wanyama. 

“After getting information that children aged between 8 and 14 were stranded at Bukedea Police Station, we and the district authorities moved very fast,” the SCiU associate regional manager for eastern,Vincent Abura, said last week. 

He added: “We have settled them back in their homes.” 

Moroto district officials, Abura explained, informed them of the emergency and they provided transport. 

The Bukedea district Police chief, Joel Opolot, said the information they got on interviewing the children was not very clear. 

“We suspect they were given some little money which could not take them to their desired destination,” he said. 

When the area residents heard about the children, Opolot narrated, they rushed with cash to buy them but were turned away by the Police. 

Abura said SCiU was committed to work with the Government to stop child trafficking. 

“The solution is to find the root causes of the problem and provide a good living atmosphere to them,” he stated.
Security alert over robbery (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/662203 
PALLISA - Security has been beefed up following increasing armed robberies. “They are armed with AK47 guns and use boda bodas. They often strike as early as 7:00pm,” said Mande Kintu, the deputy resident district commissioner. Kintu said road-blocks had been created in all the roads and all boda boda cyclists are to be screened and registered. “We recently carried out an operation in Omukate cave where the thugs hide and 267 bullets, eight empty magazines, and marijuana were recovered,” Kintu said last week. The cave, he said, can accommodate over 200 people.

Health & HIV/AIDS
Out of camps, out of drugs (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Out_of_camps_out_of_drugs_76057.shtml 

Francis Omony is a 17-year-old student of Koch Goma Secondary School in Gulu District. He is living with HIV/Aids and is currently on anti-retroviral drugs. When his drugs run out, he has to travel 11 kilometres to reach St Mary’s Hospital, Lacor, where he gets his refill from. 

“I get my medicine monthly so when the time comes, I have to get up early in the morning and start walking by 6am in order to reach the hospital at 9am,’’ he says.

Omony, whose mother succumbed to Aids in 1993, lives with his relatives who are too poor to pay for his transport each time he wants to travel for treatment. Although he too had been born with the virus, he did not know about it until 2004.

“They told me, ‘You are going to die now, we cannot waste time on you’,’’ he told Daily Monitor in an interview.

If he was to hire a motorcycle, it would cost him Shs4,000 to get to the hospital. But because no one is usually willing to give him that kind of money, Omony has to make the journey by foot.

“Sometimes the nurses at Lacor are very good and they give me transport back home,’’ said Omony, who is now a peer counsellor with Health Alert, an organisation that is carrying out HIV/Aids preventive programme in the districts of Amuru and Gulu.
For Denis Ojok, having to take an HIV/Aids test at Alero reproductive health centre was an easy task. 

Health workers from the Gulu Youth Centre were in Alero to carry out routine HIV/Aids counselling and testing. The exercise usually targets pupils at various Internally Displaced People’s Camps.

The reason, Ojok, who is 13 years old says he took the test was because he wanted to know his status and because the service was readily available. In 2003 at the age of eight, Ojok’s mother had died of Aids. 

“My mother had fallen sick and she was suffering but I did not know she had Aids,’’ he said at Alero Primary School where Daily Monitor met last on Tuesday.

“But afterwards, I was told she died of HIV/Aids which is a bad disease,’’ he said.

Ojok’s father had been killed a year after his mother’s death, in 2004 by rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) after an attack on their village. 

Although it was lunch time when I met Ojok, he had not eaten any meal because according to him, he could not make the long journey back home. “My home is far from here so I don’t go back for lunch. But I feel very hungry when I don’t eat,’’ he explained.

But at least he was able to take the test which was close to his school. Although the 13-year-old primary six pupil, who now lives with his aunt, does not know exactly how far his home is from his school he estimates it takes him about an hour to make the journey either way-from school to home or from home to school. 

Ojok, like many children in northern Uganda have not only suffered the wrath of the 20-year old civil conflict, the HIV/Aids epidemic has also starkly altered their experience of growing up. 

Many have been affected and infected by the Aids scourge. 

Despite seeing themselves as better off, with the relative peace in the region now, many people in northern Uganda feel there is still another battle to fight, this time against HIV/Aids. And as people return to their homes, access to health services will be a major problem.

Already, camp dwellers are worried that when they return home, they will not be able to access services like health facilities, schools and markets. 

According to Dr Patrick Odong, the district health officer of Amuru, the biggest challenge for many people will be access to health facilities. 

“In the camps it was easy to follow up people living with Aids and carry out voluntary counselling and testing. But when they go back, it will be very hard because you cannot know where they are staying,’’ Dr Odong said.

Dr Odong said the prevalence rate of the HIV/Aids epidemic in the war affected regions is higher at close to 10 per cent compared to the national average of 6.5 per cent. 

He said at the moment, several organisations that provide services like voluntary counselling and testing get the people in the camps, which will not be the case when they return to their home. 

“The war has disrupted all aspects of the social services and so people have to start from scratch. We need to put up health facilities to cater for the returnees,’’ he said.

“Especially for people living with HIV/Aids and mothers accessing PMTCT programme, a lot of attention will be required so that they can access treatment and care,’’ he added.

Dr Odong said at the moment, people in Amuru are accessing health services from centres like Anaka and Atiak health centres which also carry out voluntary counselling and testing.

The LC III chairperson for Alero Sub-county Amuru District, Mr Justine Ojara, also reiterates that the major problem facing returnees in the face of the HIV/Aids epidemic is lack of health facilities.

Since the return of relative peace to the region, Mr Ojara said, there has been massive movement of people from the IDP camps back to their homes of origin. 

For Alero IDP camp, which had a population of 18,000 people, only 3,469 are remaining. “As a district, we are advocating for services to be taken to where the people are since going home. Most of their [the ex-IDPs’] homes are far and they cannot come back to access the services from the camps,’’ Mr Ojara said.

But even then, the health facilities are still too few to cater for the high numbers of people. In Alero Sub County for example, Mr Ojara says there are only two functional health centres at the level of health centre II and III.

Each of these health centres has a staff of eight and 13 respectively. “Looking at the staff numbers and compared to other places, I should say that this is fair. But again the staff don’t have where to sleep so they have to move long distances,’’ he said.

The lack of access to HIV/Aids services in return areas is not the only thing that worries Mr Ojara. According to him, the camps have been a source of the spread of the epidemic.

“There are so many people concentrated in the camps and are idle. Coupled with the high levels of poverty, many people find themselves engaged in commercial sex which is fuelling the HIV/Aids epidemic,’’ he said.

Returning to their homes, Mr Ojara said will help address some of the high risk factors that contribute to the epidemic. 

“That is partly why we are encouraging people to return to their homes. We have been sensitising people about HIV/Aids and its consequences,’’ he said.
50,000 children to start ARV treatment next year (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/50_000_children_to_start_ARV_treatment_next_year_76077.shtml 

About 50,000 children with HIV will be identified and started on antiretroviral treatment next year, the government has committed.

This was disclosed during the national World Aids Day celebrations by State Minister for Primary Health Care Emmanuel Otaala. 

“The Ministry of Health appeals to those looking after children to have them tested for HIV. This is aimed at improving the quality of their life,” the minister said. “Nearly 100,000 unborn children are exposed to HIV annually out of which 25,000 carry the virus.

Ministry of Health statistics indicate that about 110,000 children are living with HIV, out of which 50,000 are in urgent need of ARVs. But only 12,000 of these children are receiving this essential intervention hence the need. 

At Parliament, the Chairperson of the HIV/Aids Committee Dr Elioda Tumwesigye told legislators that the situation of mother-to-child transmission was getting out of hand and needed urgent interventions.

He said, “Together we can save millions of lives and achieve an HIV-free generation through provision of integrated biological and behavioural HIV prevention package.” 

MPs called on the government and stakeholders to double efforts in ensuring Voluntary Counselling and Treatment to curb the spread of the disease from mothers to babies. 

First Lady Janet Museveni said condemned commercialising the HIV/Aids fight.
HIV/AIDS highest among marrieds (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/662245 

ABOUT 77% of HIV/AIDS infected persons in Uganda are married, health officials have said. 

According to Uganda AIDS Control Programme manager, Dr. Zainab Akol, there are 1.1 million Ugandans infected with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. This means that 737,000 couples live with the virus. 

Akol attributed the trend to laxity in testing before marriage, having multiple sexual partners and reduced use of condoms. She explained that any suggestion to use condoms by one of the partner usually breeds suspicion of promiscuity by the other. 

“Most of these people are either entering marriage infected or they are engaging in extra-marital affairs. This is why everyone should know his/her status by testing for HIV/AIDS.” 

She added: “Many think they have been married for over 20 years, it is all safe and they don’t care about testing. Some think that if one of the spouses is negative, they too are negative. Yet consistent exposure among discordant couples increases the chance of the other getting infected.” 

In a brief to Parliament on the World AIDS Day yesterday, the chairman of the parliamentary committee on HIV/AIDS, Dr. Elioda Tumwesigye, said about 63% of marrieds who acquired new infections had an HIV-negative spouse. This indicates that the infection is not acquired from the spouse but from an extra marital sexual partner, he said. About 130,000 new infections are occurring in Uganda every year. 

Over 77% of all new infections are among adults aged over 25 years. 

The director general of health services, Dr. Sam Zaramba, said the fight against the scourge would become more difficult as this was the most productive age group. 

“This trend has serious implication in our protracted struggle against this epidemic. It means these people are likely to have children with HIV and because they are still young, they will continue to spread the infection making prevention very difficult,” Zaramba told The New Vision. 

According to the 2004/5 sero-behavioural survey report, 80% of the infected do not know their status and only 20% do. Many Ugandans are yet to recognize the benefits of testing due to various factors including fear, experts say. 

Tumwesigye noted that lack of knowledge of one’s HIV status and that of one’s partner is a key driver of the HIV epidemic. 

He said the World Health Organisation study found that universal HIV testing followed by immediate anti-retroviral therapy can reduce the number of new infections by over 95% within 10 years and virtually eliminate transmission in countries with high levels of HIV prevalence. 

Tumwesigye also told Parliament that 27,000 babies acquire HIV annually from their mothers at birth and while breastfeeding, accounting for 21% of all new infections. 

“Some mothers do not have access to drugs, while others have no alternative but to breastfeed their children,” he said. 

About 6.4% Ugandans aged 15-59 are infected with HIV. Of these, 7.3% are women and 5.2% men. 

Commenting on Tumwesigye’s presentation, Christopher Kibazanga (FDC) said the infection rate had increased because of laxity by leaders. 

“Our focus should be on looking for the vaccine. Let’s stop talking about the disease and start acting. Where are our scientists? Why is Africa being used as a testing ground for drugs manufactured in Europe?” he asked. 

Margaret Babadiri (Disability) noted that the transmission among children had increased because most rural health centres lacked drugs and expertise to stop mother-to-child transmission. 

She said Ugandans should not relax because AIDS has no cure. 

Thousands test for HIV but most are old-timers (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662234 

THE World AIDS Day campaign to have one million people tested by the end of December is in high gear. 

However, policymakers are concerned that most clients who come for testing have undergone the procedure before. 

The primary health care state minister, Dr. Emmanuel Otaala, said this meant many people were not accessing the services. 

He was speaking at the World AIDS Day celebrations at Lugogo Cricket Oval yesterday. 

“We should reinforce our message to thousands who are still hiding to test,” he said. 

This year’s theme, ‘One million HIV Tests’ is aimed at renewing commitment to the HIV fight and preventing new infections through testing. 

Dr. Zainabu Akol, the director HIV/AIDS Control Programme in the Ministry of Health, said there were over 500 testing centres. She said about 30% of the people testing had tested before. 

“That is why our coverage never goes up. People coming back shows that testing is not difficult but harder with the first step.” 

In Uganda, 6.4% (about 1.1million) people are living with HIV/AIDS and only 20% know their status. 

Akol said prevalence rates did not necessarily mean bad indications. 

“There are increasing infections but this is the situation world wide. It means that with the advent of ARVs, people are living longer and enjoying their normal life,” she said. 

Akol added that the rates should be used to emphasise positive living. 

Officiating at the function Bunyoro King Omukama Iguru Gafabusa called for the involvement of cultural leaders in HIV-prevention. 

Iguru, who took the test, said cultural values had a strong bearing on behavioral change, adding that this was critical in the fight against HIV. 

Facts on HIV/AIDS in Uganda 

1982, the first AIDS case in Uganda was diagnosed. the prevalence was about 30% then.

1987, the AIDS Control Programme was set up.

1990, voluntary counselling and testing was started.

In 2002, the Ministry of Health developed the first VCT policy.

2004 Free anti-retroviral (ARVs) drugs were availed

Only 4.5 million Ugandans have tested for HIV since 1990.

Sexual transmission is the commonest mode of infection followed by mother-to-child infections, which account for 95% of infection in children below two years.

1.1 million people are currently living with HIV/AIDS

An estimated 135,000 Ugandans get infected every year; children account for 14%

The current HIV adult prevalence is about 6.4%, 0.7% among children.

Currently 350,000 Ugandans are in need of anti-retroviral treatment.

Only 150,000 are on treatment; of these, only 12,000 are children below 15 years.

50% of the people living with AIDS access ARVs under a government programme.

On average, 1,500 patients are enrolled on ARVs every month

Monthly cost of ARVs is $15 for generics and $77 for branded drugs.

HIV/AIDS kills an estimated 80,000 people annually, 18% children. 

Only 38% of adult population (about seven million people) have tested.

About 70% of Ugandans would like to know their sero status, but cannot access testing.

Nearly 6% of married couples are in discordant relationships without their knowledge.

Male participation in prevention of mother-to-child transmission is 5%.

Of 1.4 million pregnancies every year, 91,000 (6.5%) infected .

Only 12% of Ugandans know their HIV status, of these, 64% do not disclose their status to their partners.

The Batoro are the most affected with 15%, followed by the Langi (9%) and Baganda (8%).

Karimojong have least infection levels at 2%, followed by the Lugbara/Madi with 3%.

The Protestants lead the religious league with 7%, followed by Catholics (6.3%) and other Christians (6.3%). 

The Muslims have least rate at 5%, while others are at 5.5%.

One in every three women and men widowed are likely to be infected compared to about 6% of them are married.

Also the divorced or separated are seven times likely to be HIV infected than those who have never been in a marital union.

West Nile region has an HIV rate of 2.5%, followed by the north-eastern region at 3.5%.

Eastern region has 5% followed by south-west region at 6%.

East-central region has 6.5%. followed by western region at 7%.

Central and north-central regions and Kampala district registered the highest infection rates above 8%.

The 2007 budget for HIV programmes was sh60b.

[Source: HIV/Aids Sero-behavioral survey report 2004-05 and Service Provision Assessment Survey 2007] 

Hold universal HIV testing (New Vision – EDITORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/662114 

Yesterday, Uganda observed the World AIDS Day with a reminder that the challenge ahead is much bigger than was expected a few years ago. 

The decline in HIV infection rates, for which Uganda was acclaimed worldwide, is no more. Instead, infection rates appear to be rising in some areas. 

At the same time there is a rebound of risky sexual behaviours such as having multiple sexual partners, particularly among married people aged 35 and above. 

Clearly the HIV prevention strategies employed for the last two decades are no longer as effective as they were in the early years. 

These days people live longer and healthier with the virus. Consequently, the fear factor, which served as a strong motivation for behaviour change, has diminished. This calls for new radical approaches, such as universal HIV counselling and testing. 

Ninety-four percent of Ugandan adults do not have HIV though three quarters of them do not know their status. 

What they need is to know that they are still free of HIV and that their biggest shield is to avoid risky sexual behaviour. Research has shown that people become more careful after taking a test and finding out they are HIV-negative. 

The few who will be found HIV-positive can be supported to live longer. With better treatment, there is no reason for anyone to fear to know their HIV status. 

Rather than wait for people to look for HIV testing centres, medical workers should persuade every person who comes to hospital or a health centre, to take a test. 

All health facilities should be given the equipment and the necessary training. Health workers should also make efforts to visit people in their communities and help them to know their HIV status. Whereas health workers can provide information, the decision to take a test should be voluntary. 

Politicians at all levels should join in the battle and not only encourage people to test, but also ensure that health centres in their areas have the facilities.
‘Clean water important in HIV fight’ (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662235 

HIV/AIDS patients are more vulnerable to poor sanitation, a government official has said. The water and environment minister, Maria Mutagamba, said her ministry was committed to providing clean and safe water to patients. 

She said the ministry had introduced a water and sanitation sector strategy aimed at promoting hygiene among infected people. 

The minister’s message was contained in a speech read by the acting director of water and development, Eng. Richard Cong. This was at the World AIDS Day celebrations at Luzira Secondary School in Kampala yesterday. 

The Germany Development Cooperation technical advisor, Hermann Plumm, said poor sanitation triggered opportunistic infections and diseases in people living with the disease. 

“HIV patients are vulnerable because their immune system is compromised by the virus,” he said. 

The ministry’s principle assistant secretary, Emmanuel Olauna, said merely distributing drugs to the infected people was not enough, adding that good hygiene protected caretakers from contracting the virus from patients. 

“About 80% of spring water in Kampala is contaminated with feaces,” he said. 

Olauna commended Plan Uganda, for assisting the Government to address sanitation challenges. 

Economic Development

Uganda to get $200m for poverty (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662236 

THE Government will borrow $200m from the World Bank to implement the Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP). 

Finance minister Dr. Ezra Suruma told the Parliament on Monday. The fund, in form of budget support, will finance priority programmes. 

He said the credit forms part of the resources budgeted for the 2008/9 financial year and brings the total amount borrowed for PEAP since 2001 to $860m. 

The priority programmes include primary education, primary health care, rural feeder roads, hydro power generation, water and sanitation, agricultural modernisation and the promotion of enabling environment for rural development. 

Suruma said the credit will also improve the quality of service delivery through reforms covering financial management, pay reforms, procurement, monitoring and evaluation, transparency and accountability. 

“The provision of these resources by donors clearly demonstrates the confidence they have in the Government’s pro-poor and growth agenda,” he said. 

For the last decade, the Government has been spending more money due to the increased demand for public services. 

According to Suruma, over the last five years, the real economic growth rate has averaged 7.9% per year due to robust growth in industry and service sector. 

He pointed out that during the period, the net enrolment rate in primary increased from 86.7% in 2002 to 92% in 2008 surpassing the PEAP target of 90% for the same period. 

In the water and sanitation sector, Suruma said the percentage of people with access to safe water in rural areas increased from 55% in 2002 to 63% in 2007, while in urban areas, it increased from 65% in 2002 to 71%. 

“There is no doubt that public expenditure in the period under review has had a profound impact on the Ugandan economy. For example, the percentage of the rural households accessing electricity increased from 3% in 2002 to 11% currently,” he observed. 

MPs Christopher Kibazanga (FDC), Nandala Mafabi (FDC) and Magaret Kiboijana (NRM) proposed that the loan be channelled to the health sector. 

“The sectors for the $200m are too many to make an impact. Let us refocus the loan so that its impact is felt,” said Kibazanga.
PAGE  
1

