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Juba Peace Process 
Kony warns peace team on cash deals (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kony_warns_peace_team_on_cash_deals_76132.shtml 

LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony met leaders from Acholi sub-region on Sunday, telling them to stop individuals collecting money in his name, a source, who visited the insurgent’s base in Garamba, said yesterday.

The official, who cannot be named due to the sensitivity of the matter, said Kony, who was expected to sign the Final Peace Agreement at the weekend, snubbed chief mediator Riek Machar and opted to meet traditional and religious leaders. “Kony was not happy that some people were getting rich in the name of the Juba peace talks, and said he wants to reconstitute his delegation to the negotiations to handle the issue of the ICC indictments afresh,” said the source.

Daily Monitor could not readily establish the individuals alleged to be profiteering from the peace venture. However, Mr David Matsanga, the leader of the LRA negotiating team told a meeting in Kampala last month that some people were blackmailing him and amassing wealth by pretending to act on behalf of Kony.

“Some people think that the LRA or Mr Matsanga is making money from the talks. This is not true. Instead I have used my own money to keep the peace talks going since April 10 this year,” he said.

In Gulu, the information minister of the chiefdom, Mr Emmanuel Lutukomoi, said the government should not be tempted to take on the LRA militarily and “continue with the peace process.”

Details from Garamba indicate that Kony first met Archbishop John Baptist O’dama on Saturday and Acholi paramount chief, Rwot David Acana. At the meeting, Kony reportedly fumed and announced that he would soon reshuffle his negotiating team to bring on board some rebel commanders to tackle the ICC indictments.

Meanwhile, President Museveni yesterday met the head of the Uganda delegation, Dr Ruhakana Rugunda, UN envoy Joachim Chissano and some officials from the South Sudan government in Masindi. Details of the meeting were, however, still unavailable by press time. 

Rebel chief blasts north leaders (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/662391 

REBEL chief Joseph Kony is angry with Gulu leaders Norbert Mao and Maj. Gen. Walter Ochora for reportedly talking ill of the LRA in the media, an MP who met him in his forest hideout last week said. 

Chua county MP Okello-Okello said Kony blasted Mao, the Gulu district chairman, and Ochora, the resident district commissioner, for bad-mouthing him. Another source said Kony attacked Mao for allegedly accusing him of receiving support from Khartoum. 

Kony denied the allegation. “But even if I did,” the source quoted Kony, “would I be the only rebel leader to receive support from a foreign country?” 

He alleged that DR Congo president Laurent Kabila also received aid from Uganda when he was fighting Mobutu Ssese Seko’s regime in the late 1990s. 

Kony, according to the source, also accused Ochora of attacking him on radio talk-shows. 

Kony, according to Okello-Okello, also blasted his former negotiators led by Martin Ojur, saying they had been compromised with money from the Government and donors. 

Another source said Kony also accused lawyer Jacob Oulanyah of failing to advise him on contentious issues such as the International Criminal Court’s arrest warrants. The court accuses Kony and his commanders of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Mao and Oulanyah could not be reached for a comment but Ochora said he would address a press conference over the matter. Mao said over the weekend that Kony was confused after he failed for the third time this year to sign the final peace agreement. 

Okello-Okello was one of the 22 delegates who met Kony in his hideout in DR Congo’s Garamba Forest. Team leaders Acholi paramount chief Rwot David Achana and Gulu Diocese Bishop John Baptist Odama flew back to home yesterday from Juba, the venue of the peace talks. 

Lira Municipality MP Jimmy Akena, the traditional heads of West Nile, Teso, Bunyoro and Lango participated. 

Okello-Okello said on meeting the elders, the first thing Kony asked was the whereabouts of Mao and Ochora. 

Mao did not participate in the current peace initiative but Ochora stayed in Nabanga with the Government delegation, which was waiting for Kony to move to Ri-Kwangba for the signing. 

Their absence, Kony said, was proof of their ill-intentions, Okello-Okello said. 

Describing their experiences, Okello-Okello said the delegates walked for 2km from Ri-Kwangba in South Sudan to Kony’s jungle camp. “It seems they do not live in one place and have several scattered camps,” he said. “They had just returned to this camp to receive us.” 

The rebels, Okello-Okello added, searched the delegates thoroughly following reports that UPDF soldiers had infiltrated the peace envoys to kill Kony. “They took our telephones, pens and eyeglasses,” he said. “But they left me with my glasses.” 

The delegates, Okello-Okello narrated, slept outside under the LRA guard. “There was no incident,” he said. “We spent two nights around a bonfire. Only Kony’s nephew and a sister, Betty, slept in a hut.” 

Okello also said the rebels wore uniforms similar to those of the SPLA soldiers. 

The elders met Kony on Saturday from 1:00pm until 6:00pm. The following day, the meeting was chaired by Caesar Acelam, Kony’s second-in-command from 9:00am up to 11:00am. Later, Kony met the Acholi traditional leader, the Rwot David Achana and Jimmy Luwala, the head of Kony’s Puranga clan in private before the team left for Nabanga. 

“We discussed a wide range of issues which included the arrest warrants,” Okello-Okello said. Asked if Kony would sign the agreement, Okello-Okello said: “ I believe we will get somewhere.” 

Odama said after the “frank and open discussions”, Kony handed over to the delegates an orphan girl, whose parents, he said, died in the rebels’ camp. The sick-looking girl was handed over to Unicef Juba for treatment. 

“We were subjected to normal checks, which is expected anywhere, but without humiliation,” he said. All I can say is the place had not had rain in a long time. It is as dry as our place here”. 

In April, Kony refused to sign the agreement at the last minute, saying the warrants must first be withdrawn. He said he did not understand how a special division of the High Court that the agreement provided for to try rebels accused of crimes would work. He also wanted clarification on how Mato Put, the traditional justice alternative, would work. 

Last weekend, his spokesman Nyekorach Matsanga said Kony would only sign if he met President Yoweri Museveni in person and if his fighters were guaranteed places in the national army. 

In a reaction, the Government said the negotiations were done with. Capt. Chris Magezi, the spokesperson, said: “It is up to him (Kony) to sign.” 

The peace agreement, except the parts which require Kony’s direct participation, he said, would be implemented. 

Magezi said the Government would only launch an appeal to drop the warrants after Kony signed the deal. “Anything less than that, Kony is simply wasting time.” 

Northern Uganda

Sh80m World Bank support for northern Uganda projects due (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662407 

THE Post Conflict Fund for pilot micro projects worth 40,000 in 10 selected districts will be ready soon, reports Joyce Namutebi. 

The grant, also meant to reinforce the coordination and monitoring capacity of the Office of the Prime Minister, is from the World Bank, the state minister for northern Uganda, David Wakikona, said. 

He was on Tuesday briefing Parliament on the Peace Recovery Plan. The minister, however, did not mention the districts. 

He said 200 people out of the targeted 242 received resettlement benefits in Gulu in September. 

Between July and September 2008, Wakikona said, 68 reporters were received from Joseph Kony’s LRA and were issued amnesty certificates and 81 were trained in life- saving skills at Lalogi sub-county. He said the programme would cost sh3 trillion this financial year. 

The Government also provided additional sh25.8b for the 40 districts in the north.
North recovery plan still alien to the people (Daily Monitor - OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/North_recovery_plan_still_alien_to_the_people_76102.shtml 

Denis Obua

The comprehensive plan by government to inject billions of shillings into the rehabilitation of northern Uganda through the Peace, Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP) is finally taking shape. On December 1, the long awaited and first substantive debate on PRDP finally reached the floor of Parliament. This came after debate on the recovery plan was deferred during the Parliamentary initial consideration of the policy statement by the Prime Minister’s Office mid 2008.

I believe all the key players will keenly follow the debate on PRDP even down to its implementation not just because of its convolution, but because of its potential to print a mark in the lives of millions of people in the greater north. However, the legitimate beneficiaries of this programme seem to have been left out. So far there has been no tangible effort to sensitise the population on the plan and its objectives. 

Government should not forget that however noble an initiative may be, it cannot be forced down people’s throat. The ultimate success of the recovery plan will lie in its inclusiveness. As a shadow of hope and normalcy return after two decades of war with the LRA rebels, everyone should work towards the restoration of trust, reconciliation and empowerment. That is the backbone upon which the government redevelopment plan with the cardinal goal of transforming and reducing the gap between northern region and other regions will flourish. 

If this is not done, the success of the recovery plan could as well lie in balance. According to a survey by Free Voice, a Dutch supported organisation, in selected camps and villages in the north, 80 per cent of the people are not aware of the recovery plan. Some 15 per cent have heard of it over radios but do not know how it will work, while 5 per cent have read about it in the newspapers. 

Most interestingly, one Stephen Opoka, among many others, according to the survey has partially heard about the ‘Project’ but wants PRDP money dished out door to door. Mr Opoka’s argument is contrary to the four core strategic objectives of the PRDP. The plan seeks consolidation of state authority; rebuilding and empowering communities; revitalisation of the northern economy and; peace building and reconciliation.

Unfortunately, Mr Opoka’s argument seems to be a shared understanding of PRDP among many rural folks in the north. This understanding can be attributed to the alleged distorted flow of information to the public about PRDP. As MPs, the management structure of PRDP is silent about our oversight role in monitoring the success of this plan and yet it’s Parliament that approves and passes this money. What a dilemma!

 In my considered opinion, if this plan is really meant to bridge the gap between the north and other regions, then strategic and special focus should be on empowerment of the people to ensure self reliance through productive ventures. Young people, who constitute a big percentage of the northern Uganda population should be target number one in the implementation of the plan especially socio-economic and political empowerment. 

Despite its lofty and noble goals, many across the north are still suspicious of the PRDP. At best the plan is still alien. Coming from the ugly experience with the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund, their fear is that the ‘Laptop Warriors’ and those who know how to write project proposals are now on standby to eat up the money; that this government plan which is intended to help the poor will end up in the hands of the rich. This is their prophesy and history will judge.

A large of analysis has been undertaken by government, non-government actors, UN agencies and academicians over the years on the challenges confronting northern Uganda, including the problems of displacement, land ownership and socio-economic marginalisation. The PRDP should be a clear and concise action plan that will help reclaim shattered lives of our people.  

Mr Obua is Youth MP for Northern Region

obuason@yahoo.com 

Health 
Plague kills 14 in Nebbi, Arua (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662400 

AT least 14 people have died of bubonic plague in Nebbi and Arua districts, local health authorities have said. 

The Arua health officer, Dr. Patrick Anguzu, said at least 68 cases of the disease had been registered since the beginning of the year. 

“We were originally receiving isolated cases, but the numbers started picking up between July and August until this month (November) when the outbreak hit its peak,” he said. 

He identified Vurra and Logiri sub-counties in Arua district and Kango sub county in Nebbi as the most affected areas. 

“Almost all the deaths are as a result of people delaying to seek medical treatment because in the early stages, they associated the disease with witchcraft,” he said. 

Anguzu said the infected people initially opted for traditional herbs and only went to the health centres when it was too late to save their lives. 

He said most patients are being treated at Kuluva Hospital, as well as Vurra, Logiri, Obia and Anyavu health centres. 

Although plague is not a common disease, it continues to occur in West Nile, especially on the DR Congo border with Arua and Nebbi districts annually. 

Anguzu said the Centres for Disease Control and scholars from Makerere University were carrying out research on the persistence of the disease in the area. 

Koboko charges for vaccination (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/662344 

HEALTH workers in Koboko charge between sh500 and sh1,500 for an immunisation card, a report by the Anti- Corruption Coalition Koboko has disclosed. 

The coordinator of the coalition, Stephen Todoko, said the practice was most pronounced at Kuluba health center II. 

“Some mothers have had their children’s vaccination cards confiscated for non-payment,” Todoko said. 

Immunisation is a free but mandatory service. It is meant to build children’s body defence systems against the killer diseases of polio, measles, tetanus, tuberculosis, diphtheria, haemophilus influenzae type B and Hepatitis B. 

Todoko said mothers were reluctant to take their children for immunisation because of the charges. 

“This is causing a negative attitude towards this lifesaving programme. Women are shunning it, saying that after all their fore parents grew up without getting the vaccinations,” he said. 

The officer in charge of Kuluba health centre II, Isaac Lomo, said: “We received similar reports and summoned the health workers in a meeting.” 

Koboko district health officer Dr. Alfred Driwale said he was hearing about the charges for the first time and promised to handle the matter “administratively”. 

Todoko said the anti-corruption coalition was tracking the use of resources in the health and education sectors in Arua and Koboko districts. 

Agriculture & Food Security 

Food shortage hits Moyo District (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Food_shortage_hits_Moyo_District_76117.shtml 

An acute shortage of food has hit the West Nile district of Moyo forcing many families to live on one meal in a day following the devastation of gardens by floods.

The food scarcity also caused food prices in most urban markets to rise. Areas hardest hit by the floods include Lefori, Dufile, Gimara and Itula sub-counties. Cassava heaps that used to cost between Shs300 and Shs500 have moved up to Shs1,000. Residents said they also lost several animals to the floods. 

Ms Mildred Ochokoru, the district secretary for social services, told Daily Monitor  on Friday that the situation was worsened when people’s fields submerged. “The situation on the ground is not favourable and worst times are expected ahead if proactive measures are not taken,” Ms Ochokoru said. “The floods have left people desperate for food aid, and there might be deaths if no food aid is sent urgently.”
Drought-resistant maize offers hope for arid regions (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Drought-resistant_maize_offers_hope_for_arid_regions_76094.shtml 

Global agricultural scientists have embarked on a research programme intended to make drought-resistant maize varieties. The maize varieties will be able to grow in drought-prone areas like Karamoja, Sembabule, Butiaba and the Ankole cattle corridors. 

Farming in areas like Karamoja is almost impossible because they receive insufficient rainfall. The five-year project will develop new African drought-tolerant maize varieties using conventional breeding, marker-assisted breeding and biotechnology.

The Water Efficient Maize for Africa (Wema) project is a brainchild of the African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF). AATF is a non-profit Foundation designed to facilitate and promote public and private partnerships for the access and delivery of propriety agricultural technologies to smallholder farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

It is incorporated in Kenya and in the UK and was granted host country status by the Kenyan government.

The Wema partnership was formed in response to a growing call for African farmers, leaders and scientists to address the affects of drought in a way that is cost-effective to African smallholder farmers.

The National Agriculture Research Organisation (Naro) which is the partner institution on AATF in Uganda has selected Butiaba, in Masindi District as the trial field site for the drought resistant maize.

“We wanted an area that receives a minimum of 100 millimetres of rainfall per year,” the Naro spokesman, Mr Robert Anguzu says. 

He says Naro’s technical team will visit Butiaba this week to carry out final technical assessment of the site. Karamoja is an arid area whose inhabitants survive on relief food. Whenever relief support delays, some people in this part of the country die of hunger. 

The research will concurrently be carried out in Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique and South Africa.

These countries were chosen because the continent is drought-prone, making farming risky to millions of small-scale farmers who rely on rainfall to water their crops. Three quarters of the world’s severe droughts over the past 10 years have occurred in Africa.

Maize is the most widely grown staple crop in Africa where more than 300 million people depend on it as their main food source. However, its severely affected by frequent droughts across the continent.

Mr Anguzu says the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation has recognised that drought tolerance is one of the most important targets of crop improvement programmes and biotechnology has been identified as a powerful toll to get drought tolerant crops. 

The varieties developed through the project will be distributed to African seed companies through AATF and availed to farmers as part of their seed business.

He says the national agricultural research systems like Naro, farmers groups and seed companies participating in the project will contribute their expertise in field testing, seed multiplication and distribution.

The project will involve local institutions both public and private and in the process, expand their capacity and experience in crop breeding, biotechnology and biosafety.

Partners in the project are AATF, national agricultural systems in the five countries where the project will be piloted, the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre and Monsanto, a private agricultural company.

Education

WHY THE RURAL POOR SHUN SCHOOL (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/35/662358 

WITH a stick slung across his shoulders, he sits under a tree to escape the scorching sun. Dressed in a threadbare shirt, he watches over goats grazing in a nearby bush. While his age-mates are in school, Deo Twijukye, 8, stays home to tend to goats. His threadbare shirt and khaki shorts were once his school uniform. 

His plight is what many other children in the rural areas face. Education experts say changing the mindset of rural people about the value of education is a challenge. And this concern has been echoed by the latest Education for All Global Monitoring Report. 

The report which was released last week says unlike their counterparts in rich families, children from rural poor families are not benefiting from Universal Primary Education (UPE). The report says while children from the wealthiest 20% of households have universal primary school attendance in most countries, those from the poorest 20% have a long way to go. 

Education minister namirembe Bitamazire says the cause of this disparity is the view the rural illiterate people have about education. She explains that while well-to-do families appreciate education, many people in rural areas do not. 

“I came from a poor background but my parents appreciated education because of their interaction with missionaries. I think the challenge of the disparities is sensitising the rural people about education. Even when everything is provided, a parent will prefer that their children stay home to do domestic chores,” Bitamazire said. 

Her concerns are echoed by Aggrey Kibenge, the education ministry spokesperson. Kibenge says this dilemma is one of the reasons why Parliament passed a law making basic education compulsory. The rich or middle class and the opportunities they are exposed to puts them in a position to appreciate education more than the poor. 

“Those that need more Government assistance may not necessarily attach equal value to that assistance. The poorest that are not taking advantage of the educational opportunities available to them,” Kibenge added. 

The report states that although remarkable gains have been registered in many of the world’s poorest countries towards UPE and gender parity, progress has been too slow in many countries. Uganda’s UPE current enrolment is 84% from 90% in 2003. Although Uganda’s enrolment is ranked among the best, the completion rate is still low. 

“There is a danger that some key goals will not be achieved. Averting that danger is vital, not just because education is a basic right, but also because it is crucial for improving child and maternal health, individual incomes and economic growth,” the report states. 

Prof. Augustus Nuwagaba, a poverty consultant, says the major cause of the education disparities is lack of interest, early marriages, teenage pregnancies and gender discrimination because in some families girls are kept at home to do housework. He says the dropout rate for girls is higher than that of boys. Of the girls who enrolled for P.1 in 1997, only 22% completed their primary education. 

“Our completion rate is poor. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) target by 2015 is completion of primary education. Our enrolment is good but completion rate is still low,” Nuwagaba said. However, Nuwagaba says the drop-out rate among girls is still high compared to boys. The completion rate at primary level for both boys and girls is 43% and the drop out rate is 57%.
PROGRESS ON THE SIX EDUCATION-FOR-ALL GOALS (New Vision)

Goal 1 — Early childhood care and education 

The report says the slow progress in tackling child malnutrition and ill health, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, is undermining progress towards UPE. It warns that the goals for child mortality and nutrition will be missed by wide margins if current trends continue. 

Goal 2 — Universal Primary 

Education 

According to the report, sub-Saharan Africa raised its average enrolment rate from 54% to 70% between 1999 and 2006, an annual increase six times greater than during the decade before Dakar. The increase in South and West Asia rose from 75% to 86%. 

In 2006, 75 million children, 55% girls, were not in school, almost half in sub-Saharan Africa. On current trends, millions of children will still be out of school in 2015 – the target date for UPE. Projections for 134 countries accounting for two-thirds of out-of-school children in 2006 show that 29 million children will be out of school in 2015. 

Goal 3 — Meeting the lifelong learning needs of youth and adults 

Governments are not giving priority to youth and adult education in their policies. 

Meeting these needs stronger political commitment and more public funding. It will also require more clearly defined concepts and better data for effective monitoring. 

Goal 4 — Adult literacy 

About 776 million adults – or 16% of the world’s adult population – lack literacy skills. About two-thirds are women. Most countries have made little progress in recent years. If current trends continue, there will be over 700 million adults lacking literacy skills in 2015. Between 1985–1994 and 2000–2006, adult literacy increased from 76% to 84%. 

However, 45 countries have adult literacy rates below the third world average of 79%, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa and South and West Asia. 

Nineteen of these countries have literacy rates of less than 55%. 

Goal 5 — Gender 

In 2006, of the 176 countries with data, 59 had achieved gender parity in both primary and secondary education – 20 countries more than in 1999. At the primary level, about two-thirds of countries had achieved parity. However, more than half the countries in sub-Saharan Africa, South and West Asia and the Arab States had not reached the target. Only 37% of countries had achieved gender parity at secondary level. 

There is a trend towards more female than male enrolments in tertiary education, in particular in more developed regions and in the Caribbean and Pacific. 

Goal 6 — Quality 

International assessments show large achievement gaps between students in rich and poor countries. Within countries too, inequality exists between regions, communities and schools.
PROJECT TO BOOST READING IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/35/662365 

This is a boy…this is a man,” the little boys and girls chorus in unison after “Auntie Betty”, their teacher. 

It is a hot Wednesday afternoon in a rural primary school in Lira. For the last 30 minutes, “Auntie Betty” has been conducting a reading lesson for a class of 200, using just 20 textbooks. 

As the pupils crowd around the desks to reach for the books, one can see their excitement and eagerness to learn. “Auntie Betty” too is doing her best to explain concepts from the textbooks, some of which appear a bit far-fetched. She likes her job but wishes her work could be made easier. 

A new project to help primary school teachers develop reading materials for their pupils may be what thousands of teachers like Auntie Betty need to simplify their work and improve literacy levels. 

The project, Development Partnership In Higher Education, (DELPHE) is sponsored by the British Council and the Department for International Development. It is a collaboration between Gulu University, Makerere University, the University of London and the Association for the Advancement of Higher Education and Development (AHEAD). 

The partnering institutions will, over the next three years, train primary school teachers from Lira and Gulu in developing bilingual supplementary class readers in pilot primary schools. 

Representatives from the partner institutions recently toured Gulu and Lira and introduced the project to teachers. They consulted them on the relevance of the project, identified their training needs and held discussions on reading practices and limitations in classrooms. They also met with district education officials. 

Dr. Aaron Mushengyezi, the project coordinator, says the initiative aims at empowering teachers and involving them in the teaching and learning process. 

“As the people who deal directly with pupils on a daily basis, teachers best understand their learners’ needs and peculiarities. This puts them in a better position to determine the actual learning needs of their pupils. This project will, therefore, empower teachers to develop the most relevant subjects for their pupils based on their knowledge of learners,” Mushengyezi adds. He says the initiative was critical to schools in northern Uganda where education standards have been set back by over 20 years of war. 

Kimberlee LeBlanc, the executive director of AHEAD, says the project will also pay close attention to accessibility of reading materials. 

“Our target is to provide a book for every child,” she says. LeBlanc explains that teachers would be trained to produce quality books in sufficient numbers to enable each pupil have their own book. 

Hands-on for the teachers 

Tom Ogwang, the local project coordinator says teachers will be trained in developing reading materials such as storybooks and on how to use them in the classroom. 

“We have encouraged teachers to write on familiar subjects relating to the day-to-day lives and surroundings of teachers and students such as the environment, culture, peace and reconciliation as well as community activities. 

He says under the project, teachers will think of exercises to go with their books. All stories will be illustrated with pictures drawn by students or by art teachers. Ogwang explains that teachers would be free to write their stories in either English or their local language and those in the local languages would be translated. 

After publication, the books will be given back to the teachers to use in their schools. 

The project will continually monitor the teachers’ progress, providing guidance and training on quality work and on how to use books in the classroom. 

In all schools visited, teachers expressed interest in the project and optimism that it would go a long way in addressing literacy problems. “Language is the cornerstone of education. This initiative has come at a time when we are trying to implement the thematic curriculum. It will improve our skills and make our work much easier,” says Catherine Agnes Tali, a teacher at Adyel Primary school. 

“The component of writing in our local languages is good. It will help both the teachers and pupils to relate to their environment and understand concepts much better,” Daniel Owino, the headteacher of Aloi High Primary School in Lira says. 

“We had the ideas but lacked guidance and skills on how to turn them into publishable work. This is a good opportunity for us,” says Sylvia Rose Okene, a teacher at Canon Lawrence Primary school. 

Quinto Okello, the Lira education officer, says the project complements government’s efforts to improve literacy and promote quality education. 

Charlotte Kukunda, the British Council DELPHE desk officer, sa
Congolese Refugees

DRC Refugees Flock Into Uganda (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2008-12-02-voa48.cfm 

Over 27,000 refugees have arrived in Uganda from the Democratic Republic of Congo, after unrest in the eastern part of the country.  Ugandan authorities describe the influx of Congolese refugees as a humanitarian emergency. 

Uganda’s minister for disaster preparedness, Tarsis Kabwegyere, told Voice of America English to Africa reporter Douglas Mpuga the situation at the border is tense because large numbers of refugees have been coming in. “I think we are now talking of 12,000 in the last few days. We are making arrangements to move these refugees from the border to a reception center and subsequently to our refugee settlement center inland.”

He said refugees include children who are likely to have lost their parents and others who got separated from their parents in the process of fleeing the fighting. 

Kabwegyere pointed out that most of the refugees are healthy but added, “When people have been walking and running it is difficult. We are doing everything to make sure that their lives are normal.”

The minister acknowledged the assistance of international organizations such as World food Program (WFP), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the Red Cross. He said the Ugandan government is working with these organizations to provide food and shelter to the refugees. “Those are our partners and they are professional and they do a good job,” he said.

He said the refugee influx depends on the internal situation in the DRC; the number of refugees increases as the tempo of fighting increases.

“Former Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo has been in the DRC and there has been talks with leaders in the region but it seems even Obasanjo is finding difficulty in passing a message of peace to (rebel general Laurent) Nkunda. Former president Obasanjo is a United Nations envoy to the DRC who has been trying to set up direct talks between the rebel leader and Congolese president Joseph Kabila.

Kabwegyere attributed the delay in stopping the fighting to the weaknesses of the Congolese army and other internal weaknesses within the DRC.He said the refugees will eventually be taken to Nakivale refugee camp. “We have other refugees there from Rwanda and elsewhere. As we speak there almost 30,000 refugees there.”
Ishasha where children sleep tough (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/26/662253 
He was deep asleep, oblivious of the chaos surrounding him. The scotching sun hit him hard but did not stop him from ‘enjoying’ his midday nap. He lay spread halfway on a blue mat matching his blue school uniform which had seen better days. 

His dirty legs rested dangerously on the ground where passing people knocked him, but he did not stir. You would be forgiven to think he was dead. The legs looked like they had not been washed for a number of days and had started developing cracks. 

Morise had all the reasons to fall asleep by the roadside without any shelter after what had happened the previous night. Because he was deep asleep I had to rely on his mother’s account of what transpired. 

His mother, Jorime Kavuo, told me the young boy who celebrated his 10th birthday last month had walked about 40kms on foot from his home town in Nyamirima in DR Congo to Ishasha in Uganda. 

That night the tension was high, there were rumours that rebel leader Laurent Nkunda’s forces were going to attack the village. Most people had already started to leave the small town as early as 1:00pm but Morise’s family was still hopeful that things would be fine. 

“At around six we heard gun fire across the hills and we knew it was time to leave,” Kavuo said 

There was no time to prepare; Kavuo who is expecting her sixth child left the village with her five children and a couple of neighbours. 

“We walked the whole night with some clothes and mattresses to Uganda because we knew we will be safer here,” she says. The recollection of the previous night’s journey brings a tinge of sadness to Kavuo’s battered face. Even without the night’s journey you can see that she lives a difficult life. 

“We reached a place where the children could no longer walk but I had to be strong for them. I tied them with a rope and dragged them along.” this partly explains why Morise’s legs are that dirty. 

By dawn, the family together with 3,000 other Congolese families according to United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) crossed the border to Uganda on November 26, 2008. This brought the number of refugees who have entered Uganda since the fighting started to 27,000. 

They joined another group of 10,000 refugees on the Ugandan side who were waiting to be relocated to Nakivale settlement camp. Because of the huge numbers it is hard for the humanitarian bodies working there to cope with the refugees. 

“This is the first place we came to yesterday and we are still here. We have no shelter, no food and we have to walk five kilometres to the river to fetch water,” Kavuo explains up the hassle she has to undergo to take care of her big family. 

The family of six sleeps on the verandah of a dingy building. There is no room to move because other four families share the same verandah. 

Sleeping outside is not the only challenge the family is facing; it is a daunting task to get food. Kavou said the little food she had come with got finished earlier that day. 

“Morise and his siblings have fallen asleep out of tiredness and hunger, they have not had any food since morning,” their mother says. 

Time check 4:00pm. I ask the mother whether the many relief bodies scattered all over the town cannot give them food. 

“We have not been registered yet and many people fear to be registered because I am told they want to take us to Nakivale, but I want to be near the border incase peace returns home.” A good explanation for sticking around. 

But the peace Kavuo prays about may not come any time soon. Even as she narrated her sad story, rebel leader Laurent Nkunda was on an unstoppable march to take over Goma according to rebel sources we talked to. 

And the Kinshasa government had promised to retaliate according to information we got from Kanungu RDC Canon Ben Rullonsa who had talked with the North Kivu governor the previous night. 

“We are expecting more refugees if the government (DRC) retaliate, we have refugees here who have walked 120kms but we have no help to give them,” says Rullonsa. 

There are children’s wails that break my heart. They look at me with red blank, bloodshot eyes that tell the story of a hazy future. 

“People need food and physical security, we are still organising how to get them food and other supplies,” says UNHCR deputy representative (Protection) Bayisa Wak-Woya. He agrees that the influx of refugees is indeed high but manageable. 

As UNHCR continues to organise things, other bodies have come to the scene to ‘assess the situation. 

A looming cholera outbreak hangs in the air like a dark cloud threatening to burst into torrential rain of death. 

Bayisa tells the meeting called by minister of disaster preparedness Musa Ecweru that in Nakivale cholera had already spread and they had to do all it takes to protect the fresh batch of refugees. 

There are no toilet facilities here to cater for the 13,000 refugees. Many refugees confess that they relieve themselves in the nearby bushes. 

The town depends on one makeshift clinic set up by UNHCR, one clinic for 13,000 people. 

Around the town, a maze of people with empty looks like mourners in a funeral procession. There is no laughter here, I greet some of them but they cry for food.I cannot offer them food but I promised to write about their tribulations probably the world would move fast enough to avoid death as a result of hunger, and yes disease. 

Why should greed for power make women and children suffer this much?

Uganda Peacekeeping
Ugandan Peacekeepers to Stay in Somalia (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-12-02-voa38.cfm 

Ugandan military spokesman Major Paddy Ankunda told VOA that Kampala has no plans to withdraw any of its peacekeeping troops from Somalia before its current mandate from the African Union expires early next year.

"Ugandan troops will remain in Somalia because we still have an African Union mandate. We also think that we still have a role to assist the Somali people regain their state and their freedom. So, we shall stay there," he said.

Ethiopia's announcement last week that it plans to withdraw thousands of its troops from Somalia by December 31 has put renewed pressure on the African Union to find additional peacekeepers for the mission in Somalia, known as AMISOM. 

The mission was formed in January, 2007 to help secure the Somali capital Mogadishu and to aid reconstruction following Ethiopia's military intervention in Somalia a month earlier to oust the country's Islamic Courts Union.  

Ethiopia left thousands of its troops in Somalia to protect the secular, U.N.-recognized-but-weak interim government. But almost immediately, the presence of Ethiopian troops triggered a bloody Islamist-led insurgency in Mogadishu and elsewhere in the country.
The anti-government, anti-Ethiopian violence dampened support for the mission among many African countries and for more than a year, Uganda was the only country to contribute troops to AMISOM.  

The mission now has about 3,500 troops from Uganda and Burundi. But it is still far short of the 8,000 it was originally mandated to have. Ugandan military officials have said that security in Mogadishu is so poor, the mission actually needs about 17,000 more troops to expand AMISOM's reach in the capital.  

Uganda and Burundi officials are due to meet next week to discuss the implications of the Ethiopian withdrawal.  

Since March 2007, AMISOM troops have been repeatedly attacked and are able to patrol only a small area in and around Mogadishu's airport and seaport.

The expected departure of Ethiopian troops, meanwhile, has emboldened Islamists to intensify their attacks, especially in Baidoa where the interim parliament is based. A string of bombings last week and on Sunday that killed and wounded dozens of people have been blamed on Islamist insurgents.  

Somalia's interim Prime Minister Nur Adde Hassan Hussein expressed hope that Ethiopia would not withdraw its troops before a robust international peacekeeping force is in place. Somalis and Western observers said the government is in danger of collapsing without Ethiopia's backing. 
But Islamist groups, who have regained control of most parts of southern and central Somalia in recent months and are anticipating an imminent takeover of the country, are vehemently opposed to AMISOM and the possible deployment of U.N. troops in Somalia.  

The African Union on Tuesday confirmed that a peacekeeper from Burundi was killed in an overnight attack in Mogadishu. The African Union condemned the attack and said it is determined to remain calm and focused on its mission in Somalia.
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