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Juba Peace Process / Northern Uganda
Ugandan rebel Kony balked at deal over Taylor, Bemba arrests: MP (AFP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gsfTXb17V5HxGjMLxsa9ypd5gdyg 

Ugandan rebel leader Joseph Kony has cited the arrest of former Liberian president Charles Taylor and ex-Congolese rebel chief Jean-Pierre Bemba as reasons for not signing a peace deal at the weekend.

The elusive Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) leader failed to meet a government delegation in southern Sudan on Saturday to sign a final peace agreement with Uganda to end a two-decade old conflict in the country's north.

"This time he raised the question of Bemba and Taylor and his argument was that they put themselves in a position where they could be picked," said Jimmy Akena, a lawmaker from Uganda's northern region who met Kony.

Though he declined to meet government envoys, Kony did however hold talks with cultural and religious leaders near his jungle hideout on the Democratic Republic of Congo-Sudan border.

He has repeatedly refused to sign the agreement concluded in April on the grounds that he faces outstanding arrest warrants from the International Criminal Court (ICC) over alleged war crimes.

"Bemba got into a peace process, went through elections and soon thereafter he was picked. Charles Taylor got into some agreement and then after, he was picked. So Kony was saying he doesn't want to be picked in the same way. He thinks he needs to be in a position where he can defend himself," Akena told AFP.

Taylor was arrested in 2006 in Nigeria and is being tried before the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague, while Bemba has been charged for war crimes before the ICC after his arrest in May.

The Uganda government delegation had travelled to a southern Sudan jungle town of Ri-Kwangba over the weekend in the hope that Kony would sign the deal already inked by Kampala.

Kony's LRA is accused of having raped and mutilated civilians, forcibly enlisting child soldiers and of massacring thousands during one of Africa's longest-running conflicts. 

Regional leaders consult on LRA refusal to sign peace deal (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article29487 

Three regional leaders whose countries have been affected by the activities of the Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels begin to make consultative meetings after the rebel leader, Joseph Kony, refused to sign the final peace agreement with the government.

The Vice President of the Government of Southern Sudan and Chief Mediator of the Uganda peace process, Riek Machar Teny, left Juba on Thursday for Kinshasa, the capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo to brief President Joseph Kabila on the status of the stalled peace process between the Ugandan government and the LRA.

According to the Chairperson of the Juba-based Uganda Peace Talks Secretariat, James Reat Gony, Machar is also expected to proceed from Kinshasa to Kampala, Uganda, to brief President Yoweri Museveni on the same issue.

The move by the Chief Mediator is an effort to seek regional consensus on what to do next in tackling the issue.

The LRA leader, Kony, failed again for the third time this week to sign the successfully concluded final peace agreement with the government.

He demanded deferment of the arrest warrants issued on him and his two other colleagues by the International Criminal Court (ICC), for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity, before he could sign the peace deal. 

Museveni reassures north on peace (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/662895 
THE prevailing peace in the North will be maintained despite failed attempts to sign a peace agreement with the LRA, President Yoweri Museveni has said. 

Museveni said the Government will continue with plans to provide clean water, schools, access roads, health facilities and various programmes to assist the internally displaced people (IDPs). 

The President’s message was on Monday delivered by the special presidential assistant, Haji Muhammad Mayanja, to the residents of Kitgum district. 

This was during the World AIDS Day commemoration at Paloga sub-county headquarters. 

Speaking as the chief guest, Mayanja said: “Government will give various packages including 30 iron sheets to each household as the IDPs are returning to their villages.” 

The President, he said, has appealed to the people to support the programme such as immunisation, Universal Primary Education, Universal Secondary Education, National Agricultural Advisory Services and Prosperity for All. 
Mayanja said the Government plans to up- grade and tarmac the Gulu-Kitgum and Lira-Kitgum roads. 

He called upon the district leaders to mobilise and sensitise the community in behavioural change and encourage people to go for voluntary counselling and testing of HIV. 

District leaders, he said, should lead by example in the fight against the prevention and spread of HIV/AIDS. 
The special presidential assistant said Parliament will soon come up with a Bill to criminalise people who are knowingly infecting others with HIV. 

Present at the commemoration were Kitgum resident district commissioner Alfred Omony Ogaba, Kitgum LC5 chairman, John Komakech and district councillors. 
Karamoja

Karamoja to complete safety roads (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/662899 

THE Government is to complete the construction of 558 kilometres of the security road in Karamoja. 

“They are important in controlling the proliferation of small arms. We should be able to communicate and respond to emergencies instantly,” said the state minister for Karamoja affairs, Aston Kajara. 

He was speaking at a workshop organised by the National Focal Point (NFP) at the Moroto district chambers recently. NFP is the national body that coordinates activities to reduce the proliferation of arms. 

Kajara said the road starts from Kyepusukunya through the Greek River to Pirr, Karita Amudat, Loro, Katekile, Nakilor, Loyoro and ends in Kaabong. 

The deployment of the army and the Police, Kajara said, had restored law and order. 

He said Uganda had joined hands with Kenya, Sudan, the East African Community and the Inter-Governmental Authority on Drought to solve regional security problems. 

Kajara also said Uganda had signed a memorandum of understanding with the Inter-conference on the Great Lakes Region, to carry out a coordinated disarmament.
UPDF boss disputes report (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662863 
KARAMOJA - The UPDF 3rd Division commander, Brigadier Patrick Kankiriho, has disputed a United Nations report on the security situation in the sub-region. Kankiriho said cattle raids, killings and road ambushes had reduced after the disarmament exercise. He said such negative reports had denied the region investment opportunities and contributed to people’s misery. The UN report said the situation in the region was still bad.

Health 
Uganda acquires hi-tech TB research lab (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_acquires_hi-tech_TB_research_lab_76284.shtml 

Uganda has become the second country in Africa after South Africa to acquire a state of the art laboratory that can diagnose both multi drug resistant and extensively drug resistant tuberculosis with in a day.

It has been taking up to eight weeks to diagnose drug resistant tuberculosis, during which time a patient would be exposing this difficult-to-treat form of TB to others.

The set up of the laboratory follows a partnership between the government and the Geneva based Foundation for Innovative new diagnostics (FIND), which has opened shop in Kampala to support laboratory strengthening and facilitate the introduction of new diagnostic technologies in the country.

Dr Giorgio Roscigno said the Wandegeya-based laboratory is using the same technology as that used in the United States and Europe. “We have introduced molecular testing of drug resistance in the two most potent medicines of isoniazid and rifampicin used to fight TB,” said Dr Roscigno. 

He disclosed that the facility is also a research laboratory for TB testing and evaluation of new technologies before they [technologies] are introduced in the national programme. The laboratory will also be working as a training centre for other laboratory staff in neigbouring countries. The first training session is due early next year, according to Dr Roscigno.

The detection rate of TB in the country stands at a mere 44 per cent, way below the World Health Organisation’s Global target of 70 per cent. And with prevalence of TB infection standing at 600/100,000 people and incidence at 152/100,000 population, Uganda ranks 15 on the list of the 22 high burdened countries. 

The highest affected age group is 20-45 years. Officiating at the opening of the laboratory, the State Minister for Primary Health Care, Dr Emmanuel Otaala, said in terms of social economic burden, a tuberculosis patient loses up to four months of work. 

Humanitarian Funding
Uganda in Shs400b appeal (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_in_Shs400b_appeal_76282.shtml 

The government and the UN yesterday launched an aid appeal seeking $225 million (about Shs400b) to meet the needs of about 1.6 million displaced people in 2009.

The Consolidated Appeal Process 2009, will cover Acholi, Teso and Karamoja which have been affected by conflict, drought and floods; and the refugee hosting districts of West Nile and western Uganda. 

Launching the appeal in Kampala yesterday, UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Uganda Theophane Nikyema said the money will be used in three key areas of basic services, food security and disaster preparedness. He said resources mobilised will help in the recovery process. “The appeal is focusing on the need to mobilise more resources to facilitate the recovery and development of northern Uganda,’ Mr Nikyema said.  

“The humanitarian needs highlighted in the CAP 2009 truly capture the lifesaving issues for those in difficult circumstances in Uganda especially in Karamoja, the northern return areas and refugee hosting areas. These needs must be addressed if the transition to recovery is to be sustained.’’
Sh416b sought for IDPs, refugees (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662849 

THE Government and humanitarian agencies yesterday launched an appeal for $225m (sh416b) to help displaced and needy people in the north. A total of 146,000 refugees are also set to benefit. 

The 2009 Consolidated Appeal targets international agencies and developed countries which have previously contributed to the Peace, Recovery and Development Plan for the north. 

The Minister for Relief and Preparedness, Prof. Tarsis Kabwegyere, said the initiative would help 1.6 million Ugandans in Acholi, Karamoja, West Nile and Teso regions. 

He said the humanitarian situation had improved, prompting a reduction of funds required. 

The improvement, Kabwegyere said, follows the cessation of hostilities between the Lord’s Resistance Army and the Government since August 2006. 

The minister was addressing journalists at the Uganda Media Centre in Kampala. 

The Consolidated appeal process is a mechanism used by the humanitarian agencies to generate funds and coordinate aid for poor countries. 

Last year, Uganda appealed for $378m to resettle displaced persons. This year, the Government will focus on providing basic services, enhancing food security and strengthening capacity for disaster preparedness. 

Of the $225m required, Acholi needs, $102.4m, Karamoja, $77.2m, Teso $12.2m and West Nile $28.6m. 

The United Nations humanitarian coordinator, Theophane Nikyema, said 40% of the fund would go to Acholi, 20% to Karamoja, 13% to West Nile, 5% to Teso and refugees will get 27%. 

He added that the 800,000 people in Karamoja who risk starving would be assisted to stabilise food supplies and improve nutritional security. 

The fund will also help relocate 605,000 people in Acholi to their villages. 

A total of 60,160 people will be resettled in Teso, while 146,000 refugees in 11 settlements will be assisted under the programme. 

Last year, the leading contributions were from the European Union, the US, Japan, the UK, Sweden, the Netherlands, Norway, Canada, Italy and Denmark. 

Uganda’s appeal is one of the 12 approved by the United Nations Secretariat for Humanitarian Affairs. 

A total of 31 other countries are seeking $7b to provide humanitarian aid to 30 million people worldwide.

Congolese Refugees

Congo refugees clutch on hope (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Congo_refugees_clutch_on_hope_76285.shtml 

As you approach the camp, you hear hungry children wailing. Their mothers sit watching them helplessly as others stream into Matanda Transit Centre, from neighbouring Congo. 

Despite the hunger and helplessness, the Congolese refugees fleeing armed conflict find time to celebrate life. In their makeshift home in Kanungu District, the refugees come together to sing and dance to the Lingala tunes from their popular music icons like Werrason, Bomana and JP Mpiana among others.

Mr Hererimaana Sebirayi, a radio technician and a musician says dancing helps them cope with the hardships and gives them hope that one day God will deliver them from the suffering.  “Werrason sings about God, love, peace and Congo. His music uplifts us and you know music is in our blood. It is our thing. It keeps us happy and gives us hope. We believe one day we shall come out of this suffering,” Mr Sebirayi said.
When the refugees are not spinning the rusty cassette tapes, they tune for news updates on Radio Okapi or Radio Kanyabayonga. This is, however, not the case with Jomania Kaburo 40.  She has been on the run with her son Christopher for the last one month.  They come from Ruchura District, Eastern Goma in DRC. Ms Kaburo wears a sad face, not because she has no place to call home but for the loss of her husband and two sons. She says they were killed by forces of Gen. Laurent Nkunda.

Ms Kaburo is now part of 10,073 refugees camped at Matanda Transit centre, 24 kilometers away from the Kihihi-Uganda –Congo border.  

The majority of the refugees here are children, women and the elderly. Having been transferred to the centre on Sunday, aboard UNHCR trucks, she joined a multitude of desperately angry and hungry asylum seekers. 

The UNHCR with other humanitarian partners like Unicef, Uganda Red Cross, Save the Children, Oxfam, MSF (Doctors without Frontiers), the army, police and officials from the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) are all on the ground trying to ensure that the refugees have a place to sleep.

The Unicef deputy country director, Ms Karen Allen, said her organisation had immunized over 1,800 children under-five years against polio and measles. The children have also received Vitamin A supplements and de-worming tablets. But the refugees, Daily Monitor talked to, said their immediate need was food, water and shelter. The cry was for peace to return to their country is also overwhelming.

Officials from the Office of the Prime Minister, UNHCR, however, said because the number of people entering the country is escalating, it is difficult to provide all the necessities to all the refugees. State Minister for Disaster Preparedness, Musa Ecweru and UNHCR country boss Stefano Sever concurred that it would take a while to have everything in place. 

By the time Daily Monitor visited the centre on Wednesday, the refugees were still moving in circles, desperate and hungry. Oxfam and a host of other agencies were distributing blankets, basins and jerrycans. 

Jean Pierre Kiswahili, a disabled father of eight children, is glad to have escaped the fighting. Speaking in a mixture of Lingala and French he says many people have been killed in the “senseless war”. Like many Mr Kiswahili is not keen to return home. 

10,000 refugees moved to Matanda (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662851 

THE Government has relocated over 10,000 Congolese refugees from the Ishasha border town to Matanda Transit Centre for security reasons. 

Over 13,000 refugees fled into the country last week following the capture of Congo’s Ishasha town by rebel leader Laurent Nkunda. 

Minister for disaster preparedness Musa Ecweru on Wednesday said the rebels operating along the border made the refugees insecure from attacks. 

Ecweru said 45 Police officers have been deployed to guard the refugees. 

The total number of Congolese refugees who have fled into Uganda since August is about 27,000. 

Out of these, 9,800 have been transferred to Nakivale, 10,000 to Matanda Transit Centre, 6,500 hosted by local communities, while 3,700 have remained at the Ishasha border. 

Matanda, which is 27km from Ishasha, can hold up to 15,000 refugees. 

“Life is too hard, we are about to faint with hunger. We just sit here waiting for death. We have no tent and nobody has told us where to get them,” said Jean Pierre Kiswahili, a disabled refugee, surrounded by his eight children. 

All the refugees are registered at the centre where they are given a family card, soap, basin, blanket and a jerrican for water. 

Peace talks are going on to end the insurgency. withnda has helped advance peace efforts in DR Congo.
Congo police, warders sent back (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/662853 

UGANDA has handed over 650 refugees to the DR Congo authorities. The group was handed over yesterday at Mpondwe border post by Lt.col Isaac Dumba, the commander of 307th Brigade. 

They were ferried in eight buses from Ishasha in Kanungu district to Rusese Primary School in Kasese district. 

Delivered in the first set were 77 police officers, 58 women and 113 children. 

They had surrendered 48 submachine guns, 170 loose ammunition, 67 fully-loaded magazines, six unserviceable magazines, one stick grenade and one radio walkie talkie. 

The second group had 71 game rangers from Virunga National Park, 95 women and 236 children. They had surrendered 17 submachine guns, 142 loose ammunition, 114 fully-loaded magazines and four unserviceable magazines. All the items were handed back to the Congo authorities. 

They are part of the thousands of Congolese who entered Uganda last month as they fled clashes between the rebels of Laurent Nkunda and Congo government forces. 

Lt. Adelak Salem Mbayongwa, in charge of operations in Ruchuru district, in Congo, hailed the Government for the good hospitality and security.
Cholera kills Congolese refugees (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/662903 

CHOLERA has hit Nakivale refugee camp in Isingiro district in western Uganda. The district health officer, William Nyehangane, said two refugees died on Tuesday and another 52 were admitted in Kabahunda, Isingiro district. 

He said the two refugees were from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). They fled the country following the ongoing clashes between Laurent Nkunda's rebels and the government troops. Nyehangane was speaking to journalists on Wednesday. 

He added that 50 of those admitted are from the DRC and two from Rwanda. 

Nyehangane said the district had not yet established the origin of the disease but they suspect it was brought by the new entrants from the DRC. 

The World Health Organisation set up temporary isolation structures within the camp to house the affected refugees. 

Nyehangane said he had asked the health ministry officials and the international community for quick intervention to control the situation. 

There are about 32,000 refugees from Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Burundi, Congo, Rwanda, Sudan, Eritrea and Liberia living in Nakivale, he said. 

The desk officer of south western Uganda recently reported that 3,000 refugees from the DRC had been resettled in Nakivale. 

Nyehangane said on average 100 refugees from Ishasha in Congo flock to the district as a result of the war in the eastern part of the DRC. 

The UPDF 2nd Division spokesperson, Capt. Tabaro Kiconco, said the situation in the refugee camps was worrying. adding that refugees lacked food, water, medicine, toilets and shelter. 

The field coordinator of Mbarara Red Cross, Richard Nsubuga, said the organisation was sensitising communities about proper hygiene. 

Nakivale was established in 1960 as a receiving camp for the Rwandan Tutsi who fled ethnic conflicts from the Hutu- dominated regime in 1959.

Cholera in Nakivale camp under control, says official (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Cholera_in_Nakivale_camp_under_control_says_official_76264.shtml 

Cholera in Nakivale Resettlement Camp is under control, a camp official has said. The disease has killed two people in the refugee camp and left over 60 infected since its outbreak two weeks ago.

The camp commandant, Mr Simon Mutachuka, told Daily Monitor on Thursday that there were no new cholera cases. An isolation camp manned by medical experts from various NGOs has since been created to respond to the cases, he said. 

“The situation is improving. There are only six people in the isolation camp. We are on the ground with the experts and there are no new admissions so far,” Mr  Mutachuka said.

The disease killed two people late November but none of the admitted patients has died, according to Mr Mutachuka. About 10, 000 DR Congo refugees have been brought to the camp recently, bringing their total  number in Nakivale to about 46,000. 
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