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Juba Peace Process 
Museveni accepts direct Kony talks (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/663559 

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni yesterday met LRA peace negotiators led by David Matsanga. 

Speaking after the meeting, Matsanga said Museveni had agreed to speak to Kony on telephone. 

“The President said he is willing to receive Joseph Kony’s call and that once Kony signs the peace agreement, he will not be taken to the International Criminal Court,” Matsanga added. 

Museveni promised to honour his word about the indictments, Matsanga said. “We shall take this position to Kony.” 

Okello Oryem, the state minister for foreign affairs, told Xinhua news agency that Museveni was not opposed to Kony’s request for direct contact and he gave Matsanga his telephone number for Kony to call him directly. 

“Museveni said he is willing to have direct talks with Kony anytime, even this evening if possible,” said Oryem, the deputy head of the Government peace team. 

The meeting, which took place at the Imperial Royale Hotel Kampala, lasted for several hours. It was attended by South Sudan vice-president Dr. Riek Machar and Uganda’s internal affairs minister Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, the chief mediators. 

Kony failed to turn up at the signing ceremony of the final peace deal last weekend in the Ri-Kwangba jungles in South Sudan. 

Kony said later he would like to talk to Museveni directly. He also wants his forces integrated into the national army, a demand which was rejected by the Government during the two years of painstaking talks sponsored by the UN and South Sudan. 

Matsanga, along with Riek Machar, briefed Museveni on Kony’s failure to sign, the third time this year. 

Matsanga told the closed-door meeting that the rebel leader did not sign because of confusing telephone calls and text messages from his tribe-mates warning him not to sign. 

Kony also needed a lawyer, he added, to help him understand the relationship between his International Criminal Court indictments and Uganda’s judicial system under which he will be tried. 

Matsanga also told the President that Kony was unhappy that humanitarian agencies had been stopped from supplying food to his fighters. 

Talking about the meeting, Oryem quoted Museveni as saying he had no problem with Kony getting a professional lawyer although he thought the indictments had been explained to him clearly. 

The Government insisted that it would not appeal to the UN’s court for the withdrawal of the charges before the peace deal is signed. 

Museveni yesterday maintained that the rebels would receive food only if they assembled at Ri-Kwangba as stipulated in the peace agreement. 

On the possibility of attack by the UPDF, Matsanga said: “The President said there is no immediate military action against the LRA and the Government will pursue a peaceful end to the conflict.” 

But, according to the Presidential spokesman, Tamale Mirundi, Museveni expressed reservations about Kony’s interest in signing the agreement. “Kony is capable of delaying or refusing to sign the peace agreement because he is not interested in peace,” Mirundi quoted Museveni. 

Museveni also advised Kony to take advantage of the Government peace offer. “If Kony is still playing games, it is up to him but as government, we advise him to come out of the bush.” 

Machar suggested that a regional approach involving the DR Congo needs to be taken since the rebels are hiding there. 

The LRA insurgency has left thousands of people dead and uprooted some two million people in northern Uganda before the group shifted to southern Sudan and the DRC, then the Central Republic of Africa following Uganda’s intensified military crack-down on the rebels. 

In the past, says the army, Kony has used durations of talks to re-arm, train, treat the wounded and mobilise for more war. 

Ugandan president appeals to rebel leader to sign peace agreement (APA)
http://www.apanews.net/apa.php?page=show_article_eng&id_article=82510 
President Yoweri Museveni has again appealed to the leader of the rebel Lords Resistance Army (LRA), Gen. Joseph Kony, to come out of the jungles and sign the peace accord.

The President made the appeal on Monday during a meeting with South Sudan Vice-President Dr. Riak Machar that took place in Kampala.

Officials of the Juba Peace Talks from the Government of Uganda, the Government of South Sudan and the LRA attended the meeting.

President Museveni said Kony understands fully the Matoput process (local justice system of determining reparations for wrong doers).

South Sudan Vice-President Dr. Riak Machar echoed the call on Kony to come out and sign the peace agreement and assured him that he would be briefed on the way forward with regard to the International Criminal Court (ICC) which has indicted the rebel leader.

The leader of LRA peace team at the Juba talks Mr. Nyekorach Matsanga, said his team needs to have the ICC indictment lifted as a precondition to the signature by Kony.

Matsanga then seized the opportunity to appeal for food supplies to the LRA.

The meeting was attended by several senior government officials.
Uganda urges LRA guerrilla leader to sign deal (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL9450518.html 

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has called on rebel leader Joseph Kony to sign a final peace deal designed to end a two-decade insurgency in the east African nation.

The call was made days after the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) leader snubbed mediators again by failing to show up and sign the accord, saying he would not come until arrest warrants for him by the International Criminal Court (ICC) were scrapped.

"President Yoweri Museveni has urged ... Kony to come out and sign the peace accord," Uganda's presidency said in a statement late on Monday.

"The President noted that Kony has had enough time and brief on the International Criminal Court process as displayed in the draft peace agreement," said the statement.

Last week, Kony told Ugandan elders in a remote region bordering Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo that he needed more information on the ICC indictments after mediators gave him until the end of November to sign the deal.

The Hague-based court wants Kony for his role in a conflict notorious for the use of children as soldiers, porters and wives as well as for massacres and mutilations.

Kony's war has killed tens of thousands of people, uprooted two million more and destabilised a large swathe of central Africa and oil-producing Sudan.

Uganda's peace process was thrown into disarray after Kony failed to turn up in April to sign the agreement. He has since repeatedly called meetings and not shown up.

Analysts say there are few options while he refuses to leave his well-defended and remote hideouts.

"If Kony is still playing games it is up to him, but as government we advise him to come out of the bush," Museveni was quoted as saying by the New Vision newspaper.

Kony will not be delivered to the ICC if he signs peace –Uganda’s Museveni (Sudan Tribune)
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article29525 
The Ugandan President has sent strong commitment to the elusive rebel leader Joseph Kony that he would not be handed over to the International Criminal Court (ICC) if he signs a deal peace negotiated with his government.

Yoweri Musveni met on Monday with the Vice-President of Southern Sudan and the top negotiator of the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) David Nyekorach-Matsanga who transmitted a number of demands made by the rebel chief Kony .

The Ugandan president renewed to Matsanga his commitment to not deliver Kony, who is indicted of war crimes and killing around ten thousands of people in northern Uganda, to the ICC. He further said ready to talk about the issue directly with the rebel leader by telephone.

The Ugandan government refuses to appeal to the UN Security Council for the deferral of the charges against Kony before the signing of peace agreement.

Under a protocol signed last February between Kampala and the rebel group in Juba on accountability and reconciliation, Kony and two other rebel officials would be tried after the signing of the peace deal by a local court.

The peace agreement provides for the establishment of a special division of the High Court of Uganda to try individuals who are alleged to have committed serious crimes during the conflict. Traditional justice is also recognized in the agreement to form a central part of the alternative justice and reconciliation framework.

The ICC has repeatedly refused to withdraw the charges against Kony and his commanders in what is seen as a test case for the fledgling human rights court. The Ugandan rebel leader failed to show up three times to sign a final peace deal sealed with his delegation after two years of peace negotiations sponsored by the southern Sudan government.

Matsanga said that Kony wants lawyers to explain him the principle of complementarity or the relation between the Ugandan legal system and the ICC.

The two parties also discussed the need to supply the LRA troops with food. Musveni told the rebel envoy that they could receive food as long as they assemble in Ri-Kwangba as it is agreed in the agreement.

Tens of thousands of people have been killed in the 21-year war. Also around two millions people displaced from their home in northern Uganda before the group transfers his war to the southern Sudan and RDC.

Northern Uganda

4 Lira councillors arrested over fraud (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/4_Lira_councillors_arrested_over_fraud_76512.shtml 

Four district councillors have been remanded to Lira Central Prison on allegations of corruption.

Mr J.B. Ogwal (Okwang County), Mr Nelson Adea (Central Division) and Mr Sam Oweka Eyen (Orum County) were arrested by police detectives on Thursday while the fourth suspect, Mr George Okello Ayo, was arrested on Friday morning. 

They appeared before Chief Magistrate Gabriel Nyipir and were charged with three counts of abuse of office, corruption and demanding money by menace. They all denied the charges.

The four were represented by Mr Chrispus Ayena Odongo, who argued that the two charges of corruption and abuse of office should be dismissed since they had not been sanctioned by the Director of Public Prosecutions.

Magistrate Nyipir, however, gave prosecution until next week to have the charges sanctioned. 

The O/C Criminal Investigations Department, Mr Christopher Uchamgiu, told the press shortly after the arrests that as members of education and health committee, the councillors had been investigating how money meant for Primary Healthcare was being used and in the process, they demanded Shs20 million from the District Medical Officer, Dr Peter Kusolo, in order to cover up.

“Dr Kusolo informed us and we laid a trap for them,” Mr Uchamgiu said.

“We have enough evidence which we cannot discuss in the press,” he added.

Although the councillors are very vocal in the council, this is not the first time their names have been mentioned in allegations of corruption. 

Sometime back, Mr Ogwal, Mr Oweka and Mr Ayo were accused of receiving over Shs2 million from Uganda Support for Children and Women Organisation, an NGO that wanted to start operating in Lira.

Abuse of office by a public officer calls for imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years on conviction. 

“We had hope in the councillors because they had promised to fight corruption,” said Ms Juliet Abuba, the Adyel councillor.
Amnesty 

Amnesty releases ex-combatants report (Ultimate Media)

http://www.ugpulse.com/articles/daily/news.asp?about=Amnesty%20releases%20ex-combatants%20report&ID=7329 

The Amnesty Commission has appealed for plans to economically reintegrate former rebels as they join Uganda’s workforce which is already reeling from limited job opportunities.

This is contained in the Commissions’ report which it released yesterday outlining the profile of ex-combatants that have applied and received amnesty from 2003 to 2008.

The report says that it is important for ex combatants to find jobs or get engaged in income generating activities so that they have a useful livelihood in order not to consider war activities once again.

The report contains summaries of 1842 reporters detailing a picture of their potential vulnerabilities.

The Amnesty Commission is the authorized government statutory body to offer amnesty to all Ugandans, who have been involved in insurgency against the government of Uganda through actual participation in combat, collaborating with insurgents, committing other crimes to support insurgency or in other way assisting others involved in insurgency.

The report shows that most of the former rebels given amnesty were from the Lord’s Resistance army (LRA), Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) and West Nile Bank Front (WNBF).

It shows that 70 percent of the ex combatants are between ages 19 to 45, with 48 percent of them between the ages of 19 and 30. It notes that LRA reporters are significantly younger than WNBF and ADF.

Districts that had the highest proportions of ex combatants were Gulu, Yumbe, Kitgum, Arua, Kasese, and Lira respectively.

The report also shows that there is a significant number of women returnees who have special needs that should be planned for and met.
Govt grants amnesty to 22,000 ex-rebels (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/663541 

THE Government has granted amnesty to 22,930 former rebels under the Amnesty Act since 2003. 

A report released by the Amnesty Commission recently said the regions with the highest densities of former rebels include West Nile, northern Uganda, eastern and western regions. 

The former rebels, also referred to as reporters, were concentrated in the districts of Gulu, Kitgum, Pader, Nebbi, Yumbe, Moyo, Arua, Kabarole and Katakwi. 

Justice Peter Onega, the chairperson of the commission, said districts with high numbers of former rebels ought to receive specialised assistance that targets the vulnerable groups and the communities. 

He said former rebels could easily engage in violence in their communities as a result of the trauma they went through. 

“It is critical that Government agencies distribute resources according to reporter densities. If the areas with many reporters are left unattended, resentment and perceptions of inequity can fuel new conflict,” Onega said. 

The Amnesty Commission was established by Government under the Amnesty Act of 2000, to offer amnesty to Ugandans who denounced armed rebellion. 

The report, titled Reporter Profiling from Amnesty Commission of Uganda ICRS Database, was derived from the Commission’s database for rebel returnees between 2003 and October 2008. 

Onega said the report aims at providing information on potential vulnerabilities experienced by former rebels. 

The report considered fighters of the Lord’s Resistance Army, WNBF and ADF rebel forces. 

It was prepared by the International Office of Migration (IOM), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and USAID, the American aid agency. 

The IOM chief of mission in Uganda, Jeremy Haslam, said the report’s observation that rebel recruits are mainly between the ages of 18 to 45 years contradicts the argument that recruiters always target children. 

Gulu district chairperson Norbert Mao said the report would be helpful in guiding policy formulation for the district particularly to refocus programmes to help the vulnerable former fighters. 

Mao said former rebels feel alienated by local communities when they return to the villages in Gulu district. 

He also questioned the sufficiency of the resettlement packages that Amnesty Commission always gives to the former rebels which include a basin and mattress.
Karamoja

Education will pacify Karamoja (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Education_will_pacify_Karamoja_76513.shtml 
The government has been called upon to integrate peace education in the curriculum for Karamoja schools as a way of curbing hostility in the region.

The approach would involve educating students on how to coexist in harmony with other children without considering their ethnic differences.

A study conducted by the Centre for Conflict Resolution (Cecore) on the causes of conflict in Karamoja indicates that much of it is rooted in the ethnic differences.

There are over ethnic groups in Karamoja of which have been in conflict, raiding each other for decades. 

The Bokora and Matheniko in central Karamoja, Jie and Dodoth of the northern part of the region are the main ones and most notorious ethnic groups.

“There is need for a holistic approach to the problems in Karamoja,” Ms Rose Othieno, a researcher with Cecore said.

“It should not only be looked at as a security problem but a social problem too. Peace must be taught right from school.” 

She was recently presenting part of the findings at a peace dialogue between security agents, government officials and elders in the region in Moroto District.

Ms Othieno urged Karamoja local governments to support alternative approaches to ending the carnage in the region that has been characterised by the increasing menace caused by illegal guns.

A cross-section of participants at the dialogue castigated the ongoing forceful removal of illegal guns and urged the government to engage in more dialogue with local communities.

“Hostile communities should be talked to and assured that the government would protect them and their animals after they have surrendered the guns. They need to be educated on the importance of peace,” Mr Swaib Lomise, Moroto District LC5 deputy speaker said.

He said elders should also be involved in the process of trying Karimojong warriors accused of illegal possession of firearms at the court martial.

Health & HIV/AIDS
New hepatitis strain reported in Bundibugyo (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/New_hepatitis_strain_reported_in_Bundibugyo_76516.shtml 

A new strain of hepatitis has been reported in Bundibugyo District and it has already claimed a life.

According to the District Health Officer, Dr William Sikyewunda, the disease had killed a resident of Bundikeki village in Bubukwanga Sub-county about two weeks ago.

He told Daily Monitor that two other people infected by the disease were admitted at Bundibugyo Hospital and placed put in an isolation ward.

Dr Sikyewunda said blood samples have been taken to the Uganda Virus Research Institute in Entebbe for examination. 

He said the patients develop high blood pressure, yellow eyes and headache.

Already, there was panic in Bundibugyo town when reports of the death were made public. 

Many people feared that the deadly Ebola virus that struck the district in August killing 22 people was back.

But Dr Sikyewunda insists the disease is not Ebola and has appealed for calm.

Residents are shunning the hospital where the two patients have been kept, for fear that they may contract the disease.
‘Use communities to fight river blindness’ (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/663542 

African countries have been urged to involve local communities in the fight against neglected tropical diseases like river blindness. 

“Uganda has eliminated the guinea worm through involving the local community,” President Yoweri Museveni said, urging that such an approach can also be applied in the fight against the neglected diseases. 

Speaking at the opening of the 14th session of the Joint Action Forum on onchocerciasis (river blindness) control in Africa at the Imperial Royale Hotel in Kampala yesterday, Museveni also urged African leaders to sustain the efforts taken to eliminate the neglected tropical diseases in order to develop. 

Museveni warned that Africa risks losing over $2.5b in investments unless the river blindness control is sustained to ensure that the disease ceases to be a public health and socio-economic problem. 

The four-day meeting brought together health ministers, donors and other stake holders. 

“Uganda, like many other African countries, is affected by the neglected tropical diseases like river blindness, bilharzia, intestinal worms, trachoma and elephantiasis,” Museveni said. 

He added that the national programmes undertaken to eliminate the neglected tropical diseases can only be successful if they followed a sustained integrated approach. 

River blindness is characterised by eye lesions which can lead to blindness and severe itching. 

The disease is endemic in 30 African countries. More than 120 million Africans risk contracting river blindness, which is transmitted by black flies. The flies breed in fast-flowing rivers and streams. 

It mainly affects the poor in hard-to-reach communities where there are no health services. 

In Uganda, the disease is endemic in 27 districts. More than one million people are infected while more than 2.5 million Ugandans risk acquiring the disease. 

The health ministry embarked on the control of river blindness in the 1990s. 

“The prevalence of the disease in 1993 was about 70%, but it has reduced to about 7% in endemic districts. Our new strategy is to eliminate the disease through semi-annual treatment with ivermectin plus vector control,” said health minister Stephen Mallinga. 

The black fly has so far been eliminated in Kabarole, Kyenjojo, Kibaale, Ibanda, Kamwenge and Bushenyi districts. 

“Vector elimination is going on in Mbale, Sironko, Bududa and Manafwa districts. It will be extended to Hoima, Bulisa, Masindi, Kabale, Kisoro and Kanugu districts in 2009 and to other onchocerciasis endemic districts by 2010,” Mallinga said. 

He added that the goal of the onchocerciasis control programme in Uganda is to eliminate the disease in the country by 2015. 

MPs call for fistula prevention (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/663554 

Women Members of Parliament have appealed to the Ministry of Health to increase facilities used in prevention and operation of obstetric fistula cases. 

The African Women Ministers and Parliamentarians Network observed that cases of obstetric fistula were on the increase due to inadequate political and financial support. 

The chairperson of the network in Uganda, Sarah Nyombi, expressed concern that treatment is available during annual or bi-annual missions of visiting surgical teams. 

According to Nyombi, more than 4,337 women are waiting for surgery. 

“Prevention is key to fistula elimination. Women who have the problem need surgical treatment then post-operative care,” she said. 

She addeed: “A lot needs to be done to upgrade health facilities, provide equipment and supplies and team-based training of medical personnel.” 

She noted that in addition to the physical scars, victims of the sickness are isolated in society, abandoned by spouses and families and go through psychological trauma. 

Nyombi, accompanied by Kalangala woman MP Ruth Kavuma and Kaberamaido Woman MP Florence Ekwau, said the women need rehabilitation to rebuild their self esteem. 

Kavuma said pregnant women should visit health centres early enough instead of relying on traditional birth attendants who may not be able to detect the problem. 

Obstetric fistula is a severe morbidity caused by prolonged obstructed labour. 

In 2007, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution supporting efforts to eradicate it. 

Poverty, malnutrition, poor health services, early child bearing and gender discrimination can increase the vulnerability to infection.
Malaria Vaccine Is Given a Good Shot as Big-Money Donors Boost Research (WSJ)

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122878065141689611.html?mod=googlenews_wsj 

The fight against malaria, one of the world's biggest killers, has just gotten a booster.

An experimental vaccine has shown promise in two studies in African children, who account for the majority of the more than one million victims that malaria claims every year. Published online Monday in the New England Journal of Medicine, the studies affirm encouraging results from earlier trials of the vaccine, known only as "RTS,S." It is being developed by GlaxoSmithKline PLC and the Path Malaria Vaccine Initiative, or MVI, a charitable group funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

"We are one important step closer to the date when malaria will join diseases like smallpox and polio, that have been either eradicated or controlled by vaccines," Christian Loucq, director of MVI, said of the results. If the vaccine does well in a larger study to determine whether the shot is truly safe and effective, it could be ready for use as soon as 2011.

The development illustrates how some deep-pocketed charities are breathing new life into research for potentially life-saving drugs that pharmaceutical companies saw as too risky or unprofitable to pursue.
In 1999, as Glaxo was planning to abandon the malaria vaccine amid scepticism about markets, the Belgian unit doing the research made the unusual move of applying for a grant from the Gates Foundation. Since then, the foundation has poured some $107.6 million into developing the vaccine, through a grant to MVI. Gates and other charities are also funding research to find vaccines or treatments for tuberculosis and AIDS. Glaxo says it has invested $300 million in the malaria vaccine to date.

Malaria, a parasitic infection spread by mosquitoes, exacts a human and economic toll, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. The disease strikes children as well as adults, sometimes removing them from the work force for long periods of time. According to MVI, the disease costs African nations roughly $12 billion a year.

Researchers have been searching for a malaria vaccine for decades, but the complexity of the malaria parasite has made for tough work. The best way to prevent malaria today is through bed nets and insecticides that keep mosquitos at bay. Drugs to treat malaria also exist, but the parasite often develops resistance to these medicines. The drugs are also in short supply in some parts of the world.

Ideally, any vaccine would be given to babies in endemic countries as part of their regular pediatric immunizations.

One study published Monday in the New England Journal of Medicine involved 340 infants in Tanzania. All infants were given standard pediatric immunizations against a range of diseases, including diphtheria, tetanus and polio. In addition, half the group got the malaria vaccine, and the other half a hepatitis B vaccine to make sure both groups had the same number of shots.

The main goal of the trial was to test the safety of the malaria vaccine, and to see whether it interfered with the other pediatric shots. The malaria vaccine showed no "obvious safety concerns" and no interference with the other immunizations, the study's researchers wrote in the NEJM. In the group receiving the malaria vaccine, the risk of getting infected with malaria was reduced by 65%, when compared with the other group.

In a separate trial aimed at testing the vaccine's efficacy, researchers used a slightly different version of the malaria vaccine -- one containing a different adjuvant, a substance meant to enhance the vaccine's properties. Researchers vaccinated 809 children in Kenya and Tanzania with either the malaria vaccine or a rabies vaccine. After about eight months, 32 of 402 children in the malaria vaccine group, or 8%, developed clinical malaria, versus 66 of 407 children, or 16%, in the rabies-shot group.

Two scientists from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta wrote an editorial in the NEJM calling the results "promising." But they noted that the studies were carried out in countries where use of bed nets and anti-malarial drugs have dramatically reduced the number of malaria cases. The vaccine needs to be tested in areas with higher rates of malaria, they said.

"This is the first malaria vaccine to reach this stage of development, and it will be essential to learn how it performs in areas of more intense transmission," the scientists wrote. "It is, indeed, a hopeful beginning."
350 ARV centres to be opened (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/663469 

A TOTAL of 350 health centres have been accredited across the country to provide anti-retroviral therapy (ART). 

Dr. Alex Ario, an AIDS control officer in the Ministry of Health, said the development would enable more people to access the therapy. 

He noted that despite the success of the ministry in adult retroviral therapy, access to HIV/AIDS treatment among children has remained limited. 

He was addressing implementers of health programmes in Lira district on Friday. Ario said close to 140,000 children in Uganda are currently living with HIV. 

He said 50,000 are eligible for ART, but by June 2008, only 13,000 had enrolled for the service. 

He said nearly 25,000 children get infected annually through mother-to-child transmission (MTCT). Three-quarters of those die before their first birthday because they cannot access ART. 

“HIV/AIDS treatment has remained limited, because most treatment sites are based in urban areas,” He said. 

Dr. Grace Kisitu from Baylor college foundation-Uganda said the ministry had entered a partnership to extend HIV/AIDS services to the countryside. He said the foundation had secured $25m from the Centre for Disease Control (CDC) to provide technical support for expansion. 

This year, 43 health centres have been set up countrywide, 37 of them are based in rural areas.
Activists condemn criminalising HIV transmission (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Activists_condemn_criminalising_HIV_transmission_76508.shtml 

Global HIV/Aids groups on Saturday denounced a trend in applying criminal law to HIV transmission.

The groups issued 10 reasons why criminalising HIV transmission is bad for public health and human rights. 

They appealed to the governments to repeal HIV-specific criminal laws and reject any legislative proposals to create new HIV-specific offences.

“Instead of criminalising people living with HIV, governments should focus on empowering people to seek HIV testing, disclose their status, and practice safer sex without fear of stigma and discrimination,” they said in a statement.

The statement was released at the International Conference on Aids and Sexually Transmitted Infections in Africa (ICASA) held last week in Dakar, Senegal.

Groups like the Treatment Action Campaign (South Africa), the World Aids Campaign, the Global Network of People Living with HIV/Aids (GNP+), the International Community of Women Living with HIV/Aids and the Women Won’t Wait End HIV and Violence Against Women Now Campaign, signed the statement, among others.

The call comes at a time when many African countries have either tabled or passed legislation making HIV transmission or exposure a punishable crime. 

Laws on HIV are already on the books in 12 countries including Guinea-Bissau, Niger and Sierra Leone. New laws are pending in Angola, the DR Congo and Uganda. 

The government is currently pushing a Bill to execute offenders who knowingly infect minors with HIV. The Bill, which is before the Parliamentary Committee on HIV/Aids, specifically targets those who infect children with HIV through sexual abuse.

However, advocates living with HIV in Uganda and civil societies are already involved in a tough fight to block the new criminal HIV transmission laws originally proposed by President Museveni.

Section 37 of the proposed HIV/Aids Prevention and Control Bill 2008 proposes to execute HIV-positive individuals who "knowingly infect minors with HIV".

If passed, any HIV-infected person who performs a sexual act with another person below 18 commits a felony called aggravated defilement and, if convicted by the High Court, will be executed.

The Saturday statement, “10 Reasons to Oppose the Criminalisation of HIV Transmission or Exposure” responds to the widening trend of governments passing punitive laws against HIV transmission in an effort to bring the epidemic under control. 

The document stresses that people who maliciously infect others with specific intent to harm can and should be prosecuted under existing law. 

“Criminalising HIV transmission will backfire and harm the very people it is intended to protect,” said Jonathan Cohen of the Open Society Institute’s Law and Health Initiative, one of the authors of the document.

“The most vulnerable will surely be prosecuted, especially women who are routinely blamed for bringing HIV into sexual relationships.”

The statement notes that in some recent cases, people living with HIV have been prosecuted for infecting or exposing others despite revealing their HIV status or using a condom. 

Some laws are drafted so broadly that women who transmit HIV during pregnancy, childbirth, or breast feeding can be prosecuted. 

Even failing to get an HIV test can be grounds for criminal prosecution in some countries with HIV-specific criminal laws.
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