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Joint Operations against LRA
LRA kill 2 in South Sudan ambush (Sunday Monitor) – 21 December 2008
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/sun_news/LRA_kill_2_in_South_Sudan_ambush_77221.shtml
In an apparent revenge attack following military raids on their territories, suspected Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have killed two civilians in South Sudan, a regional official has said.

The Deputy Governor of the Western Equatoria state, Joseph Ngere told Sudan Tribune, a Sudanese online daily publication on Friday, suspected LRA rebels killed two youths in an ambush at Tore, an area on the South Sudan-Democratic Republic of Congo border on Thursday. 

“The deputy governor Ngere said there are growing fears in Western Equatoria state that the fighting may spill over to the state,” the Sudan Tribune quoted the governor as saying.

Uganda, DR Congo and the semi-autonomous South Sudan last Sunday launched joint military strikes in an operation codenamed ‘Lightning Thunder’ against the LRA rebels who have been holed up in north-eastern Congo’s Garamba forests since 2005.

But the statement by Governor Ngere on the attack could be a signal that, though the LRA may have been displaced from its bases as a result of last Sunday’s air strikes, the reclusive rebel leader Joseph Kony’s will to forment mischief is not yet over. 

Last Sunday’s strike had the stated objective of applying pressure on Kony to sign the Final Peace Agreement negotiated with the Uganda government since 2006. The operation’s commander, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho has said they wanted to “break Kony’s back”. 

However, emerging information suggests that the rebels may have been tipped-off before the attack, meaning the onslaught hit empty encampments and ultimately appears to have failed in its primary objective.

Thursday’s ambush at Tore is the one consequence of military action that political leaders in northern Uganda had warned about, saying the LRA could mount retaliatory strikes, forcing their people who have enjoyed relative peace back into the crowded internally displaced persons camps.

Meanwhile, the LRA peace delegation chairman, Mr. David Nyekorach Matsanga said by telephone yesterday, he could not confirm or deny the attack. He promised to verify the information from military commanders on the ground.

“As far we are concerned we are ready for peace not fighting,” Mr Matsanga said. “If there is ceasefire, it will enable our troops to re-assemble in Rii-kwangba, the designated assembly point,” he added.

Mr Matsanga told Sunday Monitor yesterday, they have not closed the door to peace efforts but will no longer allow South Sudan’s semi-autonomous government to chair any talks. Until last Sunday, South Sudan Vice President, Dr Riek Machar, was chief mediator to the Juba peace process.

“I have spoken to LRA and they are asking for cessation of hostilities. They are however saying future negotiations cannot take place in Sudan because the Sudan People’s Liberation Army participated in the raids,” Mr Matsanga said.

When contacted the spokesman for the UPDF troops deployed in the DRC, Capt. Chris Magezi said they have not heard of the attack.

“We are not aware of that,” Capt. Magezi said via satellite telephone link from Dungu yesterday. 

Sunday Monitor has separately learnt that the army has stepped up its vigilance in West Nile. Before Operation Lightning Thunder, the army had repeatedly said they have secured Uganda’s borders against possible infiltration by the LRA, a terror group that for years has used panga’s, among other weapons, to kill and maim their victims.

Up to two million Ugandans were at one time internally displaced in northern Uganda as result of the insurgency.

The Governor of Central Equatoria state, which covers the provincial capital of Juba, Major General Clement Wani Konga, on Monday warned of imminent attacks by the LRA rebels in the region. 

The UPDF said military strikes on Kony’s bases were necessary to force the elusive rebel leader to sign a peace deal. Kony has thrice failed to show up at the signing venue since at various since the beginning of this year. 

Meanwhile, Sunday Monitor has established that the UPDF have established their second tactical headquarters at Camp Swahili, the former LRA headquarters, inside the Garamba forests that were occupied by the troops this week. 

Between September 17 and October 4, sources in Monuc, the UN mission in DR Congo, say the LRA attacked 10 villages and abducted of between 100 and 200 people, as well as killing up to a 100 others. The attacks displaced over 70,000 people.
Kony on the run (Sunday Vision) – 21 December 2008

http://www.sundayvision.co.ug/detail.php?mainNewsCategoryId=7&newsCategoryId=123&newsId=665543
REBEL leader Joseph Kony has once again eluded the military dragnet and is said to be heading to the Central African Republic (CAR). 

Intelligence information shows that Kony, who had left his centre of operations at Camp Swahili to go hunting shortly before the attack, never actually came back to his camp and could have just continued on to the CAR. 

Last Sunday Kony’s bases were bombarded in an operation codenamed Lightning Thunder, jointly carried out by Uganda, Congo and South Sudan forces after Kony refused to sign the peace agreement that had been painstakingly reached in Juba in April. 

According to SPLA sources based in Yambio, Kony is heading into the CAR. It’s a couple of days walk from Garamba to the southeastern CAR. 

Along the way small groups of LRA were reported looting food and abducting people. They reportedly looked tired and were not heavily armed, confirming reports that they had abandoned their guns during Sunday’s surprise attack. 

“Small bands of LRA looted and abducted people,” sources said. 

However, because of the surprise attack and presence of allied forces at Dungu, the LRA rebels are this time heading westwards to an area that is extremely poor and sparsely populated. 

This area has little attention from the CAR government. 

The LRA’s spokesperson, David Matsanga, denied reports that Kony had crossed into the CAR. “If he has crossed, asked the CAR government to confirm,” he said. 

“Slowly the military option will become elusive; like we said before, it wont yield peace." 

The LRA have been moving between South Sudan, DR Congo and the Central African Republic via Dungu for the last two years. They were able to access fertile and populated areas of Haut Mbomou Prefecture, southeastern CAR. 

Intelligence information from the UN indicates that the rebels previously, while in the CAR, were based in the villages of Obo Bambouti, Gbassigbiri and Ligoua. 

The logistics base in Dungu is being used for surveillance and intelligence work by the allied forces, including the UN mission in DR Congo (MONUC). It was also aimed at preventing the LRA from crossing in and out of the CAR. 

It is, however, still unclear whether the joint forces would track Kony inside CAR. Sources said a top Ugandan minister visited the country a week before the attack. 

The CAR has expressed its willingness to help Uganda flush the LRA out of its territory. Foreign affairs minister Sam Kutesa told journalists on Tuesday at his office that the CAR government had said it was ready to co-operate in the operation. 

In his report on the status of the peace talks, chief mediator Riek Machar said that during the December 4 meeting with President Joseph Kabila in Kinshasa and December 8 meeting with President Yoweri Museveni, both expressed disappointment that Kony had not signed the final deal. They also pointed out that he was a threat to the security of the two countries. 

It has also emerged that shortly before the attack last Sunday President Museveni called President Kabila and Sudan’s Salva Kiir to inform them that Operation Lightning Thunder was underway. 

Operation spokesperson Chris Magezi said without weapons and food the rebels cannot put up a long fight. “We have achieved a lot and this has been a big blow to Kony. We are occupying all of the LRA camp and major food sources; Kony cannot survive on the food he carried away for long.” 

He added, “Because of the pursuit, they have continued to drop valuable items such as mattresses and food. We shall get him.” 

However, sources intimated to Sunday Vision that the Special Forces had been operating in the area gathering intelligence disguised as locals and hunters for the last two years. 

“Through them the army was able to get the rebels’ routine, which were used in the planning and the attack was timed to take place during their parade,” said a source within Uganda’s security, who preferred anonymity, as he is not the official spokesperson. 

“Plan B was given two and a half years. Why give the military two days?” asked Col. Walter Ochora. 

He added: “The CAR is not on the moon, but in case they cross, we have the support from the French. They are putting an eye on the Central African Republic.” 

Speaking to Sunday Vision during a security meeting in Kampala early this year, the MONUC head of regional relations unit, Gani Are, said: “We carried out intelligence work and know the group we are dealing with.” 

He estimated that 1,573 Ugandan remnant combatants were holed up in eastern Congo, of which the LRA combatants and their families number around 1,200. 

But Uganda security estimated the number of combatants and non-combatants to be 800. During the past two years of no fighting, some LRA reportedly escaped and the rebels’ fighting spirit had reportedly declined. 

Operation Lightning Thunder is co-ordinated by the military intelligence chiefs of the three armies and MONUC.

UPDF grabs vital Kony documents (New Vision) 

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/665728
The UPDF has captured vital documents belonging to LRA rebels as it continues to pursue them in the Garamba jungles. 

A Ugandan passport, maps of South Sudan and Darfur region in particular and “security” documents which the army declined to describe were among those seized, spokesman Capt. Chris Magezi said late last evening. Military intelligence is studying the documents, he added. 

The documents were captured from Eskimo camp, the LRA operational centre and sick bay. 

“Strategically, we could not be any happier,” said Magezi who speaks for Operation Lightning Thunder, a combination of Uganda, South Sudan and DR Congo armies which attacked the rebels last Sunday. “Kony appears more pressed than ever before.” 

He described the catch as substantial, which indicated that the pre-aerial attacks had been effective. 

The passport belonged to commander Dominic Ongwen, wanted by the world court, along with Kony and his deputy Okot Odhiambo, for war crimes. 

Also seized yesterday afternoon were 30 machine guns, 100 bullets, SMG and sub-machine guns, 10 walkie-talkies, two solar panel chargers, a pair of binoculars, two man-park (very high frequency military communication) radios, two satellite phones, an album of Olweny’s family, maize flour, beans, simsim and cooking oil. 

No dead or injured have been found seven days since the operation kicked off. On Tuesday, the allies recovered 10 sub-machine guns, four anti-personnel mines and bombs. Eight abductees and two LRA fighters have also been received. 

Earlier, copies of the final peace agreement which Kony refused to sign thrice this year, were picked from the camps. Kony’s guitar, wig, jungle boots, bedding, farm equipment and household utensils were also recovered. 

The allied troops, Magezi said, were closing in on Kony. “He is under pressure. When somebody abandons communication equipment, weapons and food, there is no other better indication,” he said. “Without food supplies and a base to operate from, we shall get him soon.” 

Kony, said Magezi, had been ejected from Garamba to Dungu areas. “As the troops continue to cordon-and-search the area, we expect more recoveries, including bodies. This is an indication that people fled in disarray.” 

He said the UN mission in Congo, MONUC, had promised more helicopters and intelligence. 

The troops now occupy all LRA camps and are destroying the huge gardens the rebels had opened up and which were being tended by abducted children. 

The offensive was launched after peace talks failed and was intended to force the rebels back to the negotiating table, the army said. 

Yesterday, the forces continued dropping more leaflets to encourage scattered fighters and abductees to hand themselves in. 

Kony has fought Kampala for about 22 years and displacing two million people in the region.

Why LRA’s Kony escaped (Monitor) – 20 December 2008

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Why_LRA_s_Kony_escaped_77165.shtml
Details are emerging explaining why the UPDF and it’s regional allies have failed to capture or kill Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel chief Joseph Kony, with some  senior  government and military officials intimating that there were some loopholes in the war plan.

One major mistake, according to the  well placed sources  who declined to be named because of the sensitivity of the matter, was the failure to have ground troops closer to Kony’s headquarters at camp Swahili, about 90km North of Dungu, to re-enforce the air forces when they shelled the camp and four others on Sunday and Monday. “The biggest mistake was not to have ground troops within walking distance from the camps, which gave time to the rebels who were wounded to crawl away or those that were killed to be picked by fellow fighters,” a senior military commander monitoring the operation from Kampala said.

The officer said on average most troops took not less than 48 hours to reach the sites hit by fighter jets, which gave the rebels ample time to carry away all they could under the cover of darkness. “The plan should have been that the helicopters attack and immediately the ground forces move in but this did not happen,” the officer explained. 

Another officer explained that had the UPDF deployed within the surroundings, Kony, who the UPDF had collaborated intelligence that he was at Camp Swahili on the night of Saturday, would have failed to slip through the dragnet.

But the operations spokesman, Capt. Chris Magezi, said, while the best option would have been to deploy the troops in a walking distance from the camps, the terrain could not allow that to happen. “We did not deploy ground troops as fast as we could because of the terrain, the place is forested and surrounded by rivers” Capt. Magezi told Saturday Monitor.

“They (rebels) may have returned to the camps at night and picked the wounded or the dead but for us we are not interested in counting bodies- our strategic objective was to break the LRA organisation, rescue abductees which we did and continue to do,” he added. 

Capt. Magezi defended the army against claims that they did not make adequate plans to take into account the challenging terrain they were to encounter in the operation. “It was not an underestimate. Our major plan was to carry out air strikes and then send in ground troops,” Capt. Magezi said. “When we finished the air strikes, we have sent in the ground troops, we are now going in to cordon-and-search, that how it was supposed to be.”

Capt. Magezi argued, “Strategically, we have achieved a lot. We are occupying major food sources and he (Kony) cannot survive on the food he carried away for long.” But the military sources say they are receiving intelligence information that a foreign government that had got wind of the operation could have tipped Kony to relocate before the warplanes attacked his hideout.

This information, however, seems to contradict reports within the military and the government that operation “Lightning Thunder” was one of the most discreet military preparations that the  UPDF has been involved in the last two decades. 

Sources said, other than the overall operations commander, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, his two deputies, Col. Moses Rwakitarate and Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba, President Yoweri Museveni, the Chief of Defence Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima and the  military intelligence boss, Brig. James Mugira, no other UPDF commanders knew the details and  time the attacks were to take place.

“For the six months the soldiers spent on drills and rehearsals, few knew they were actually headed to DRC,” the military source that keenly followed the preparations said.   

He added that in the military establishment, other than top commanders, the lower cadre soldiers are kept in the dark on details of operations to avoid excitement that may lead to information leaking to the enemy or at worst having cowards deserting the army. 

Capt. Magezi in an interview with Daily Monitor earlier in the week said Kony sneaked from Camp Swahili shortly before the attacks took place. But he could not state whether Kony got wind of the impending attacks. Capt. Magezi also denied reports that the commanders on the ground could have altered the original plan, which contributed to Kony’s escape. 

But the deputy spokesman for the LRA peace delegation and a close confidant of Kony, Mr Justine Labeja, said UPDF soldiers sympathetic to Kony could have alerted him to move out before the air raids. “Definitely a quarter of the army is on our side. Otherwise if the UPDF themselves say, Kony was in the camp, how come he escaped?” he said. “If you are a fighter and have your intelligence, you ought to know what your enemy is planning.”

Shadow foreign affairs minister and member of the Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) Reagan Okumu insisted that failure by the UPDF to provide pictures of bodies of LRA fighters vindicates his statement at Parliament that the army hit empty camps. “These camps were empty as it is emerging. The rebels were informed in advance and they moved out of these places,” Mr Okumu, who is Aswa county MP, said. 

However, State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Okello Oryem attributed Kony’s escape to sheer luck. “Kony is just lucky otherwise there was good intelligence on him,” Mr Oryem, who is currently in charge of the government peace delegation after the posting of Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda to the UN, said.  

Mr Oryem said the thick forest which hindered the faster deployment of troops gave Kony an advantage to escape. Saturday Monitor has established that President Museveni on Wednesday met Gen. Aronda and Brig. Mugira for a review of what could have gone wrong. He has reportedly called the commanders in DRC and held telephone conversations with them on how to re-organise the operation. 

The UPDF has been guarded in releasing details of the operation. For instance, no major Ugandan newspaper has managed to get pictures of the operation a week since it was launched. Mr Oryem said the government is preparing to avail pictures and other related information to the public soon.
Machar tells LRA rebels to assemble (Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Machar_tells_LRA_rebels_to_assemble_77258.shtml
South Sudan Vice President Riek Machar has asked the Lord’s Resistance Army rebel leader Joseph Kony to assemble his fighters in Ri-Kwangba to avoid further military strikes.

In his second report on the status of the Juba peace process, dated December 15, Dr Machar who is also the mediator in the talks between Uganda and the LRA, urged the rebels to respect the terms for assembling and implement the peace deal. “I would invite the LRA to signal its readiness to return and assemble in Ri-Kwangba in order to expeditiously conclude the Juba process,” Dr Machar is quoted as saying in the report partly published by the semi-official South Sudan publication, The Sudan Tribune.

A joint force from Uganda, DR Congo and South Sudan on December 14 launched an offensive against the LRA bases inside north-eastern Congo. But Dr Machar said the LRA should contact him so that he can work with the relevant forces to arrange for safe passage to Ri-Kwangba at Sudan/DR Congo border with the help of the Cessation of Hostilities Monitoring Team. “The LRA must act swiftly and in good faith to conclude this chapter of violence so that peace can return to this region,” he said.

The South Sudan VP said the intention of the military action was neither to destroy the peace dividends achieved in the negotiations in Juba nor to abrogate the Ugandan government’s commitments towards the peace process. Dr Machar blamed the LRA leadership for not signing the Final Peace Agreement, which prompted a regional military offensive against the rebels.

Dr Machar said the mediators were aware of the concerns raised by the LRA on the International Criminal Court arrest warrants which they said were impeding the signature of the agreement, but he stated that these would be addressed within the framework of the peace agreement.

Some of the rebels, who were reported to have sneaked into southern Sudan following the air strikes, were accused by government officials there of killing two civilians on Thursday.

Daily Monitor established that the UPDF yesterday airlifted more troops into Garamba National Park, which is close to Ri-Kwangba, as the pursuit for the rebel leader intensified. “We are still looking for him. We are yet to catch him or his men. We are just in pursuit,” the spokesman for the UPDF troops in DRC, Capt. Chris Magezi said yesterday.

Despite reporting success in the three day air strikes on all the five major LRA locations including Kony’s command station, the UPDF is yet to present a single rebel killed or wounded. Pictures supplied by the military to state-owned media show soldiers standing next to household items but the latter do not show any damage.
Northern Uganda Assistance
Govt pays Shs6b to ghost Kony victims (Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_pays_Shs6b_to_ghost_Kony_victims_77260.shtml
More than Shs5.7 billion worth of taxpayers’ money set aside to compensate people who suffered LRA atrocities during the two-decade war with the government, was paid to individuals whose details had not been independently verified, Daily Monitor can reveal.

Details from the war victims’ compensation database indicate that more than Shs5.7 billion approved as compensation to LRA victims of the 2001 rebel attacks on convoys plying the Karuma-Pakwach Road, was paid out without independent verification.

“We are investigating a funny situation where officials in the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs paid ghost war victims and billions of taxpayers money wasted with impunity in the process,” the Public Accounts Committee (Pac) Chairperson, Mr Nandala Mafabi (Budadiri West, FDC) told Daily Monitor on Saturday.  

Said the MP; “After rebel leader Joseph Kony attacked and killed people in some parts of northern Uganda, the government took a decision to pay damages to victims but ghosts came in the course of action. They abused this arrangement with impunity and we lost billions.” In October this year, Pac pinned Foreign Affairs Ministry officials following reports that at least Shs1.3 billion worth of taxpayers’ money had so far been spent on ghost foreign trips. 

In February this year, scrutiny of police payroll records by Pac revealed that more than Shs1.3 billion is paid out to ‘ghost’ police officers every year. The ‘ghosts’ were mainly deceased or dismissed police officers and deserters in the Mobile Police Patrol Unit, according to the Auditor General’s findings.

The most famous case of paying public funds to non-existent individuals involved the UPDF. An internal investigation by the army revealed in 2005 that the government could have lost up to Shs600 billion in such payments since 1986.

The war between the Lords Resistance Army rebels and Uganda saw mass abductions of children, thousands killed by fighting and murder, as well as more than two million people driven from their homes to internally displaced camps where they have been living for more than 20 years. 

While a government strategy to compensate victims of the northern insurgency whose lips and fingers were cut off, their homes burnt, relatives butchered, crops destroyed, livestock killed and the trauma of mass displacement is still wanting, according to Pac, the initial package was mishandled with impunity. 

Whereas the initial compensation parcel of Shs5.7 billion might have been stolen, thousands of Ugandans in the wr weary north still live in camps and others are desperately trying to rebuild their lives after more than two decades of fighting. The alleged financial impropriety coincides with the resumption of a military offensive against the LRA following failure by rebel leader Kony to sign the agreement reached during 28 months of negotiations in Juba.

While LRA rebels have been driven from the country, the rebels have been causing havoc in parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic and South Sudan, prompting a joint military offensive on LRA bases in Garamba.

Daily Monitor has learnt that Pac picked the anomaly from the latest Auditor General’s report for the year ended June 2007, in which Mr John Muwanga expressed serious concerns that claimants of the LRA attack were paid without independent verification and he could not establish  whether such payments were not forged. “The claims submitted were not subjected to an independent verification for occurrence and valuation. Appropriate government institutions such as the Police, the Government Valuer and Chief mechanical Engineer were not involved to corroborate occurrence or confirm valuations,” Mr Muwanga’s report reads in part. 

Findings show that although Shs5.7 billion came into picture, it was noted that the compensation to war victims  was effected without due regard to the amount of more than Shs1.4 billion which had earlier been recommended by the Cabinet. But according to the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs’ response, the anomaly was attributed to “poor coordination between the Ministry of Finance and Justice”.

“When [this] matter was brought to Ministry of Justice, information pertaining to who was paid and how much was not made known [to the Justice Ministry] yet Ministry of Finance had already effected some payments to some individual claimants,” the Ministry of Justice response to the controversy reads.   

But Mr Mafabi said, “It seems both Ministry of Finance and Justice were involved in this scam.” He vowed to ensure they pay back.

An official within the Ministry of Justice, who requested not to be named because he is not allowed to speak to the press, confirmed the figure to Daily Monitor on Friday but insisted that the Ministry paid only Shs2.1 billion as compensation to war victims in the financial year 2006/07, leaving a balance of Shs3.6 billion outstanding.

However, Pac vice chairperson, Ssebuliba Mutumba (Kawempe South, DP), insisted that all public funds paid out to the victims must be accounted for. “We want to investigate the entire arrangement and the urgency as to why the government paid out the money without verifying the claimants,” Mr Ssebuliba said. The Auditor general insists documents must be provided.
WFP to halve food aid to north Uganda in 2009 (Reuters)

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LJ323116.htm
KAMPALA, Dec 19 (Reuters) - The World Food Programme plans to halve the number of people receiving food aid in northern Uganda by the end of 2009 due to improved security there, the U.N. agency said on Friday.

During Uganda's two-decade civil war, aid groups ran massive operations in the north, but some groups have gradually scaled down since a mid-2006 ceasefire between Kampala and the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels.

"Our phase out is roughly half in 2009 what we did before," WFP Country Director Stanlake Samkange told reporters in Kampala. "In 2010, we'd probably reduce it by a further cut in half.

"It's related to the stability of the last two years, and the greater access people have to their lands and other livelihoods," he said.

Nearly two million people fled their homes and tens of thousands were killed during the civil war, but since a peace process started in 2006, nearly half of displaced people have returned home or to resettlement camps, aid groups say.

Uganda hopes the north's long-neglected but fertile land could turn the region into the country's bread basket.

Samkange said that WFP had made contingency plans for the north due to a Uganda-led attack on LRA guerrillas in north eastern Democratic Republic of Congo that began on Sunday.

"We're closely watching what is going on, and we're making contingency plans," he said.

The offensive, agreed upon by Kinshasa, Kampala and south Sudan, began with an aerial attack of rebel bases in the remote jungles of Congo after LRA chief Joseph Kony repeatedly failed to sign a final peace deal.

The attack has raised fears that LRA guerrillas, if not completely defeated, may launch new attacks in the north. But Uganda's army says it has bolstered forces to prevent that.

Rebels were notorious for killings, forcibly recruiting children and other atrocities. Kony and two deputies are wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court.

Gulu gets health centre (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/665674
GULU district has received a renovated health centre and equipment worth sh52m, reports Cornes Lubangakene. 

Paibona Health Centre II is in Awach sub-county. 

It was built by the Northern Uganda Rehabilitation Project (NUREP) with funding from the European Union (EU). 

The NUREP operations manager, Beatrice Arach, said at the handover on Thursday that a staff house, the out-patients department and VIP pit-latrines were renovated. 

“We also provided office desks, chairs, a delivery bed, a stretcher and a wheelchair,” she said. 

“We will also provide bicycles worth sh10m to the parish development committee and equipment worth sh11m, including computers, to the district offices which are now under renovation.” 

Arach urged the district to adequately staff the health centre II and supply drugs so that the infrastructure is put in maximum use. 

“During the Acholi Programme, which was also funded by the EU, structures were put in place, but were engulfed by a bush because they were not being used. This was partly because the people were still in the internally displaced peoples’ camps,” Arach explained. 

“NUREP is renovating those structures because the people are returning home.” 

The LC5 vice-chairman, Mcmot Kitara, said many times, the National Medical Stores had failed to deliver the correct drugs requested for.
Regional Relations
Uganda aiding Rwanda allies in DRC war (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/504708/-/view/printVersion/-/itggn0z/-/index.html
A recent United Nations report cites testimony and allegations that Uganda is aiding Rwanda’s allies in the calamitous fighting taking place in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

Uganda has helped ship Rwandan army uniforms to the DRC rebel group led by Gen Laurent Nkunda, according to the UN panel of experts that compiled the report. 

Rebel fighters are said to use razors to remove the Rwandan flags on the shoulders of these uniforms.

A former combatant told the UN experts that he saw Vincent Mwambusta, Gen Nkunda’s uncle, bring a truck filled with Rwandan uniforms through the Uganda border crossing.

Ammunition for Gen Nkunda’s pro-Rwanda rebel force, known by the French acronym CNDP (Congres Nationale pour la Defence du Peuple), has allegedly been shipped through Uganda, the panel adds. It cautions, however, that it has not been able to corroborate those “numerous” charges.

But visits by panel members to Ugandan posts along the border with the DRC indicate that, “there are currently few provisions to prevent the smuggling of weapons and ammunition across the border.” Uganda Customs officials do not inspect vehicles that, in the UN group’s opinion, “have the potential to carry large quantities of ammunition.”

Uganda Customs officials at the Bunagana crossing have been collaborating with the CNDP, which controls the border post on the Congo side. 

The rebel group has collected at least $700,000 in revenues at the Bunagana crossing during the past year, the UN panel says. The CNDP also issues its own immigration papers, which are accepted by Ugandan authorities, the report adds.

Another Rwanda-aligned rebel militia known as the FPJC is reported to be operating training camps inside Uganda, the UN report notes. But the panel says it “has not been able to travel to the region to verify that information.”

The UN experts further state that they have given the Ugandan government information on several FPJC leaders “who use Kampala as a rear base for political activity and fundraising.”

The panel says it is “not aware of any action the Ugandan authorities have taken to prevent their territory from being used by these individuals.”

The panel also indicates that the Ugandan government is co-operating in only limited ways with sanctions that the United Nations has placed on businesses and individuals said to be involved in the DRC turmoil.

Those sanctions were imposed as part of an effort to end a war that has claimed an estimated five million lives in recent years. 

The fighting and the attendant chaos in the eastern DRC have their roots in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. An estimated 800,000 Rwandans — mainly Tutsi — were slain in the course of 100 days by Hutu militias.

The UN report issued last week charges that Rwanda is strongly supporting Gen Nkunda’s mainly Tutsi CNDP, which has been battling Congo government forces as well as a Hutu-led group that includes individuals who took part in the genocide.

Previous UN reports have accused Uganda and Rwanda of plundering resources in the lawless eastern section of the DRC.

The panel says that its recent discussions with Emmanuel Mutebile, Governor of the Bank of Uganda, led to a freeze being placed on a set of accounts at DFCU Bank belonging to Machanga Ltd, a Kampala-based company placed on the UN sanctions list 21 months ago. But, the panel notes, the Bank of Uganda has not yet responded to requests to freeze accounts Machanga Ltd maintains at other banks.

Uganda Commercial Index, another Kampala-based company subject to UN sanctions, continues to have access to its accounts at Crane Bank, the panel reports. 

An assets-freeze on these accounts has not been enforced by Crane because it claims the Bank of Uganda has given it no instructions to that effect.

“While the group of experts notes the co-operation given by the Bank of Uganda on other issues,” the report says, “the group has reiterated to the governor and the deputy governor of the Bank of Uganda that it remains the responsibility of governments to enforce United Nations sanctions.”

Kenyan officials are also said in the report to have failed to co-operate with the UN’s Congo monitoring panel.

The UN suspects that arms shipments are making their way through the Port of Mombasa to the DRC in violation of an international embargo. 

“Kenya Customs authorities, despite several requests, have not provided cargo manifests of ships on which the group requested documentation,” the UN monitors said in their report.

The panel calls specific attention to a cargo ship that docked at Mombasa last January with military equipment that had been loaded in a Ukrainian port.

The complaints in the UN panel’s report on Congo mark the second time within the past two weeks that Kenya has been accused of failing to co-operate with UN investigations concerning atrocities in Central Africa. 

A UN war-crimes prosecutor charged earlier that Kenya has made little effort to arrest Felicien Kabuga, a fugitive alleged to have helped organise the Rwanda genocide. Kenya has denied that Kabuga is in the country.
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