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Joint Operations against LRA
Kony tapped UPDF radio – Museveni (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kony_tapped_UPDF_radio_-_Museveni_77265.shtml
President Yoweri Museveni has said at least four battalions of Ugandan troops are closing in on Joseph Kony in DR Congo’s forested Garamba area, over a week after a joint force bombarded the rebel leader’s camps and forced him to flee.

Mr Museveni, who described the attack as very successful, said the reclusive rebel leader may have escaped because he acquired a gadget that he used to monitor the radio conversations of the pilots manning the helicopter gunships. 

“We found that there was a manual of a certain gadget Kony may have used to monitor the radio conversations of the pilots,” Mr Museveni told a press conference in Kampala yesterday. “We captured the manual but we did not capture the gadget itself. The gadget only becomes useful if the pilots do not maintain radio silence.”
Mr Museveni, who regretted that his government spent time negotiating peace with the Lord’s Resistance Army, said the UPDF would seek to block Kony from crossing into the Central African Republic, where his troops have sometimes sneaked to recruit and cause havoc. 

“The force on the western side of Garamba has detected a group of 100 fighters trying to go to the Central African Republic,” Mr Museveni said. “We shall get them before they go there.” 

Mr Museveni said the operation had been successful despite delays in putting the ground forces into action. 

Ugandan commandos entered Garamba last Tuesday, two days after the initial assault. 

Although there have been no casualties from the attack, Mr Museveni said yesterday that LRA fighters may have returned to bury their dead. “It was a very successful operation…we attacked Kony’s main camp and devastated it,” Mr Museveni said. “Kony only understands one language--- the language of the gun.”

Kony, indicted by the International Criminal Court in 2005 on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, in April refused to sign a peace deal negotiated under the mediation of the South Sudan government. 

Kony has said he will not sign the peace deal until the ICC withdraws arrest warrants for him and his top lieutenants. 

The offensive on Garamba, where Kony had be holed up for nearly three years, was the first direct confrontation between the UPDF and the LRA since a ceasefire agreement was signed in August 2006.

“I don’t think that it was ever correct to beg Kony for peace as some groups were doing,” Mr Museveni said. “We had no other option but to act against these criminal acts.” 

A section of Acholi elders, reacting to the offensive, said aerial bombardment of the LRA camps was the wrong tactic against a rebel group that still holds many women and children, most of them forcibly recruited.

Mr Museveni said yesterday he had asked the Police to examine whether the recent statements of MPs Reagan Okumu and Livingstone Okello-Okello, who claimed that the allied forces had hit empty camps, were not potentially criminal. 

Mr Museveni suggested that the Ugandan contingent would stay in Garamba for an extended period as it tries to capture or kill Kony.

“If Kony tried to settle in any other region, he would be exposed to more danger than in Garamba,” he said. “I would like to assure Ugandans that this is the end of Kony as the terrorist of Uganda… As an old fighter, I wouldn’t want to be in Kony’s position. The combined operations are about to decimate him.”

Meanwhile, the LRA yesterday set new demands for talks with the government and called for a ceasefire.
Addressing a press conference in Nairobi, the leader of the LRA peace delegation, Mr David Nyekorach Matsanga, said the LRA will not go back to Juba for the completion of the talks and signing of the Final Peace Agreement (FPA). 

He added LRA want a different person other than vice President of South Sudan, Dr Riek Machar, to chair the talks. 
If possible, Dr Matsanga said, a UN appointed envoy should take over the process as Dr Machar “has lost credibility to mediate in the conflict.” 

He termed Dr Machar as a traitor especially after the Sunday attacks. Mr Matsanga said the UN appointed envoy should report directly to the UN Security Council at every step made. 

The rebel group demanded the inclusion of Sant. E-Gideo, an international NGO in Northern Uganda in the peace talks.
Kony trapped, says Museveni (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/665829
LRA chief Joseph Kony will be captured or killed in the on-going military offensive in the Garamba jungles, DR Congo, President Yoweri Museveni said yesterday. 

Addressing the nation, Museveni said the only safe way for Kony was to sign the peace agreement hammered out in Juba in April and assemble in Ri-Kwangba. “The operation will see the end of Kony, either peacefully by him walking to Ri-Kwangba or by being violently killed or captured,” Museveni said. 

“His continuous failure to assemble in Ri-Kwangba will, I am almost certain, bring about his death. Victory is assured this time,” he declared. 

Gen. Museveni, the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, said the operation was successful because it sent Kony scampering and his fighters in disarray. 

“As an old fighter, I would not want to be in Kony’s position. The combined arms operations about to begin will decimate him,” said Museveni. 

Kony, he added, survived the attack because he left the camp five minutes earlier. 

But three battalions had deployed in the vast Garamba 

jungles, the President said, to hunt him down. A battalion has 675 soldiers (full statement on Page 4). 

“Our forces are closing in on Kony,” Museveni said. Given this deployment, and other measures, Museveni called for calm, saying Kony would not disrupt the peace in the north. 

He said the army had been modernised and was “lethal and prompt in its capacity to deal with elements like Kony”. 

Museveni said the troops based in western Garamba on Saturday cited about 100 rebels heading to the Central African Republic (CAR). “We shall get them, but even if they cross, we shall get permission from the CAR government. We have the support of the region.” 

He said the attack delayed because of coordination challenges, distance and weather. For instance, he said, the attack was carried out by the air force when the ground troops were still at Entebbe and in Koboko, West Nile. Nevertheless, he said, LRA suffered casualties though the number of dead is unknown. 

Among the documents recovered from Kony’s camp, Museveni said, was a manual for gadgets used to detect conversation of pilots. “This is a curable challenge. He might not be lucky next time.” 

The President warned politicians not to make malicious statements about the operation. 

“We are examining the utterances of Reagan Okumu and Okello Okello to find out if they faulted the law. If they did, we shall charge them,” Museveni hinted. 

The politicians had said the allies attacked empty camps because Kony had allegedly been warned and had fled days earlier. 

“Those Okello Okellos are signing their political death warrant,” Museveni said. “We are going to shoot Kony and what will they say? You tell lies and you are in Parliament!”
LRA wants peace talks (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/665834
LRA rebels have demanded the immediate halt to the UPDF attacks and resumption of peace talks, spokesman David Nyekorach Matsanga said in Nairobi yesterday. 

The negotiations should be moved from South Sudan to Tanzania or South Africa, Matsanga added. 

Addressing a press conference at Chester, Matsanga, flanked by another LRA activist, Justine Labeja, said chief mediators Riek Machar, the South Sudan’s vice-president, and former Mozambican President Joachim Chissano should be dropped from the talks because they are biased. Matsanga described Machar as a traitor and an enemy. 

In a statement, Matsanga said the venue should be changed because the government of South Sudan “is not neutral in the conflict”. 

Tanzania or South Africa , he said, were preferable given their “political stability and democratic” credentials and their capacity to “enforce the agreement”. 

Matsanga said the new talks should address rebel chief Gen. Joseph Kony’s concerns about his indictment for war crimes at The Hague, which he blamed for his refusal to sign the agreement. 

Uganda, Congo and South Sudan last Sunday jointly attacked Kony’s camps in the thick Garamba forest in the north-east of the DR Congo, where he had been holed up for about two years as the talks were going on in Juba, South Sudan. 

The allies said the offensive, code-named Operation Lightning Thunder, was intended to push Kony into signing the final peace agreement, which he refused to do thrice this year after a painstaking process. 

Operation Lightning Thunder spokesman Capt. Chris Magezi said the operation had been a success because Kony would not be able to mount serious war again. 

He said weapons, Kony’s personal effects, including his wig and guitar, and household items were recovered and expansive gardens of food crops destroyed. Eight abductees have been rescued, Magezi said. 

However, Matsanga insisted that Kony and his high command survived the bombardment. He would not say where he was or confirm reports that he had fled to the Central African Republic. 

Matsanga said he spoke with Kony “very recently and his spirit was very high”. 

President Yoweri Museveni yesterday said Kony was trapped in the forest and would not escape this time unless he signed the pact. 

Uganda rebel Kony escapes, still hopes for peace deal (Reuters)

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LM701309.htm
KAMPALA, Dec 22 (Reuters) - Uganda's fugitive rebel leader Joseph Kony escaped an attack by regional armies and still hopes a peace deal can be struck to end one of Africa's longest running conflicts, a rebel spokesman said on Monday.

Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan launched a joint assault on Kony's base in Congo on Dec. 14 after the leader of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) failed again to sign an accord to end the two-decade war.

LRA spokesman Matsanga said Kony had instructed him to tell the world he was ready to resume talks but at a neutral venue such as Tanzania or South Africa and under a new mediator to replace South Sudan's Vice President Riek Machar.

Thousands of people have been killed and about two million displaced by the rebel group, infamous for mutilating its victims and kidnapping women and children.

The self-proclaimed prophet and two of his deputies have been indicted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. But the elusive Kony wants the ICC arrests warrants dropped before he signs. 

Uganda's government has said it will ask the U.N. Security Council to suspend the warrants after the rebels lay down their arms but Kony remains suspicious.

The 15-member council issued a statement on Monday backing the joint offensive against the LRA. The unanimous statement also condemned Kony's failure to sign the peace accord, as well as recent attacks by the LRA in Congo and southern Sudan.

Matsanga said he had spoken to Kony a few days earlier and that the rebel leader was hiding "very near" Central African Republic, which borders Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo.

"The entire LRA command is intact and was not destroyed by the operation," said Matsanga.

"The LRA wants to reiterate its stand and reaffirm its total and unequivocal support for the peace process, despite the failed attacks on its forces in Garamba," he said, referring to a national park in eastern Congo.

Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni said the operation had been successful and that Kony's main camp in eastern Congo had been destroyed in the Ugandan-led attacks.

"We know where Kony is, generally speaking," Museveni told reporters in Kampala. 

"I would like to assure Ugandans that this is the end of Kony as the terrorist of Uganda," said Museveni. "I have no doubt that Kony will be defeated."
UN Council backs offensive against Uganda's LRA (Reuters)

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N22504483.htm
UNITED NATIONS, Dec 22 (Reuters) - The U.N. Security Council on Monday backed a recent military offensive by Uganda, Congo and southern Sudan against the Lord's Resistance Army. 

Forces from Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan launched a joint assault on LRA leader Joseph Kony's base in eastern Congo on Dec. 14 after he repeatedly failed to sign a 2006 peace accord. 

The 15-member council issued a unanimous statement Monday that "commends the states in the region for their increased cooperation, and welcomes the joint efforts they have made to address the security threat posed by the LRA." 

Kony's soldiers have waged a two-decade war against Uganda's government that has spilled over into south Sudan and Congo in one of Africa's longest wars. 

Thousands of people have been killed and about 2 million displaced by the rebel group, infamous for mutilating its victims and kidnapping women and children. 

Former Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano, a U.N. special envoy to northern Uganda, urged the Security Council last week to throw its weight behind the military offensive. 

The Security Council statement condemned Kony's failure to sign the peace accord, as well as recent attacks by the LRA in Congo and southern Sudan. It expressed concern at the "long-running and brutal insurgency by the LRA." 

The council also urged Uganda and its allies to conduct the offensive according to international law, make sure civilians were protected and keep U.N. missions informed of their actions. 

A rebel spokesman said on Monday Kony escaped the attack by regional armies and is hiding near the Central African Republic but still holds out the possibility of a peace deal. 

LRA spokesman David Matsanga said in Nairobi that Kony had instructed him to tell the world that he was ready to resume talks, but at a neutral venue such as Tanzania or South Africa. 

The self-proclaimed prophet and two of his deputies have been indicted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. Kony wants the ICC arrests warrants dropped before he signs the peace accord. Uganda's government has said it will ask the U.N. Security Council to suspend the warrants after the rebels lay down their arms. 

Recalling the ICC arrest warrants, the council said it "reaffirms that ending impunity is essential for a society recovering from conflict to come to terms with past abuses committed against civilians and to prevent their recurrence."
Full Text of Security Council Presidential Statement S/PRST/2008/48 (United Nations)

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sc9555.doc.htm
“The Security Council is grateful for the efforts undertaken by His Excellency Mr. Joaquim Chissano, former President of Mozambique, as the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)-affected areas.  The Council expresses its appreciation for his briefing of 17 December 2008, and agrees with his recommendation that the peace efforts should continue.  The Council welcomes President Chissano’s readiness to continue in his role for a further period.

“The Security Council reiterates its welcome for the Final Peace Agreement (FPA), negotiated between the Government of Uganda and the LRA, and reached through the Juba Peace Process.  The Council commends the Government of Uganda for its continued commitment to the FPA and its investment in the peace process.

“The Security Council condemns the repeated failure of Joseph Kony to sign the FPA.  It calls upon the LRA to sign and honour the FPA immediately and to begin the process of disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration to ensure a peaceful, political solution.

“The Security Council strongly condemns the recent attacks by the LRA in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Southern Sudan, which pose a continuing threat to regional security.  It demands that the LRA cease its recruitment and use of children and that it release immediately all women, children and other non combatants, in accordance with Security Council resolution 1612 (2005).   The Council reiterates its deep concern at the long-running and brutal insurgency by the LRA, which has caused the death, abduction and displacement of thousands of innocent civilians in Uganda, the Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

“The Security Council recalls the International Criminal Court arrest warrants for certain LRA leaders on charges of, among other things, war crimes and crimes against humanity, including murder, rape and the enlistment of children through abduction.  The Council recalls its statement of June 2006 (PRST/2006/28), and reaffirms that it attaches vital importance to promoting justice and the rule of law, including respect for human rights, as an indispensable element for lasting peace.  The Council reaffirms that ending impunity is essential for a society recovering from conflict to come to terms with past abuses committed against civilians and to prevent their recurrence.

“The Security Council commends the States in the region for their increased cooperation, and welcomes the joint efforts they have made to address the security threat posed by the LRA.  The Council calls upon these States to ensure that all actions are carried out in accordance with international humanitarian, human rights and refugee law, and to take appropriate measures to protect civilians.  The Council encourages these States to keep the United Nations missions in the region informed about their actions.

“The Security Council welcomes the re-establishment of peace and security in northern Uganda.  It encourages the Government of Uganda, with the support of international partners, to honour its commitment to accelerate reconciliation, recovery and development in that region through rapid implementation of its Peace, Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP) and relevant agenda items in the FPA and to disburse anticipated financing for the PRDP without delay.  

“The Security Council will continue to monitor the situation closely.”
See Also:
UN commends action against Ugandan rebels (AP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iLuRkX4UEjQx1G1OR2EbUmKkAKhwD9587E400
Kony hits dead time, says Museveni (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/665836
President Yoweri Museveni on Monday made a radio statement on the joint Sunday assault on the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in the Garamba Park. Below are the excerpts.... 

Countrymen, 

I greet you all and I congratulate you for reaching the end of 2008. 1 wish you a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year, 2009. 

The purpose of this broadcast is to tell you that on Sunday 14th December 2008, at 1130 hours, we attacked Kony’s camp in Garamba Park. It was a very successful operation because our Air-force, operating with the support of the brother Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the brother Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS), attacked Kony’s main camp codenamed “Kiswahili”. 

The gunships flew directly from Koboko (district), carried out the attack and refuelled in Southern Sudan. Later in the day of that same Sunday, our other assets, including MIG21 jet-fighters, landed on some airports in DRC. The airports in the three sister countries, DRC, GOSS and Uganda are now being used to end this shameful terror of Kony in the Great Lakes region. We are most grateful to the sister countries of DRC and Sudan for this correct stand on terrorism and unconstitutionalism. 

We attacked Kony because of the following reasons: 

1. Kony had refused to sign the agreement that had been negotiated for two years under the mediation of the Government of Southern Sudan for whom we are most grateful for the tireless effort they put in. This showed that Kony only understands one language — that of the gun. I do not think it was ever correct to beg Kony for peace as some groups were doing. We are ready to forgive Kony. It should, however, be Kony to beg for peace because he is the one that killed Ugandans, abducted women for sex-slaves, abducted children, mutilated Ugandans and other Africans, etc. Anyway, Kony proved that he was never interested in peace by refusing to sign the agreement when the signing was due, not once but many times. 

2. Kony has never stopped abducting Congolese, Southern Sudanese and citizens of Central African Republic (CAR) ever since he entered Garamba over three years ago. Indeed, we are already rescuing children from these countries that Kony had abducted, including a 17-year-old girl from CAR, who is heavy with pregnancy - thanks to Kony’s thugs! 

3. Kony continued to kill Ugandans even during the peace talks, including the killing of Otti. Why should Kony, who is so concerned about the International Criminal Court (ICC) indictment and always wants guarantees for his safety, kill other law-breakers like Otti? Why does he care about his life and not that of others? This impunity of Kony and those who support him must be brought to an end. 

4. Kony had started dispersing his terrorists to the whole region (DRC, Southern Sudan, etc. and was trying to re-infiltrate some elements into Uganda) to ensure that in the coming dry season he causes terror in all these areas. Only yesterday the SPLA attacked a Kony group led by Kidega at Lanya in Southern Sudan. This had been sent by Kony long before the Sunday attack to disrupt Southern Sudan and possibly Northern Uganda. This group of Kidega was sent from Garamba on the 5th of December 2008 long before the attack of 14th December 2008. The aim was to start the killings in Southern Sudan and Northern Uganda. 

We, therefore, had no option but to act against these criminal acts and we did with the support of the region and the international community. The region supports us through coordination, joint operations and sharing assets. The international community gives us moral support and some limited solidarity in some areas. 

Was the attack mission successful? It was very successful in spite of some delays due to coordination challenges. The attack took place at 1130 hours (East African Standard time) instead of 0730 hours local time. On the first day of the attack we could not use all our assets: gunships, jets, infantry, etc, because they were not in position on account of coordination challenges, distances, weather, etc. 

Nevertheless, it was a big success. Why do I say so? The following are the reasons: 

I. Although we used only gunships, they were right on target. Kony’s people were on parade preparing to disperse in order to spread terror to the whole region. Many were killed and the rest scattered in the Garamba Park. Kony survived the attack because he left the camp five minutes before the attack. We suspect that somebody had given him a gadget for detecting conversation of pilots in flight. Indeed, we have captured a manual for that purpose that we are studying. This is a curable challenge. He might not be so lucky next time. 

II. The Kony group was forced to abandon the huge amount of food they had got from Caritas, the huge gardens they had cultivated using slave labour and comfort of the Garamba territory they had turned into their own. They are now leading the life of fugitives in the park. Indeed, the Kony gardens are now feeding our troops, thereby saving on the costs for the airlift of food from Uganda. Without food the Kony terrorists are in great trouble. 

III. On Sunday, we disrupted Kony’s cohesion and his simple supply system that was based on the locally grown food and that given to him by Caritas when he was deceiving Dr. Riak Machar that he was interested in the peace talks. We did this with the use of only one element — the gunships. The full force of the UPDF and our allies (FARDC and SPLA) is now being assembled in the region. 

As an old fighter, I would not want to be in Kony’s position. The combined arms operations that are about to begin will decimate him. 

This is exactly, what happened in Teso and Lango in 2003, when Kony’s notorious commanders — Tabuley, Nyeko, etc., died. That is why Otti and Kony fled to Garamba with very much reduced manpower — Kony had 120 and Otti had 120. Kony and Otti did not go to Garamba for tourism reasons. They were fleeing. I remember the battle of Apopong in Teso, in August 2003, where one of Kony’s commanders called Opio died. That was, actually, the turning point of this conflict. What happened in Teso is about to happen in Garamba unless Kony does the wise and simple thing — ask for safe passage to the Ri-Kwamba assembly area and sign the peace agreement. 

That is the only safe course of action for Kony. 

iv. If Kony tries to scatter in the region (Southern Sudan, other parts of DRC or tries to return to Uganda), he will be more exposed to danger than in Garamba. We have now gathered more intelligence on Kony’s activities and those who support him by entering Kony’s camps in Garamba. As we continue operating, we shall gather even more information against him. 

If we could attack Kony from Koboko, 231 miles away, how will he survive if he is nearer in Southern Sudan or tries to re-enter Uganda? 

Therefore, I would like to assure Ugandans that this is the end of Kony as a terrorist. We have ended cattle rustling in Karamoja precisely on account of this capacity. 
There are the likes of Okello Okello and Okumu Reagan who try to cause panic in the population that Kony will come back to Uganda in order to resume his terrorism. They refer to the operation Iron Fist of 2002, when we flushed Kony out of the Kit Valley (Rubangatek, Kempaco, etc.) only for his group to go to the Imatong Hills from where we flushed them, They, then, re-entered Uganda and caused a lot of suffering until they were defeated in Teso in 2003 and, eventually, fled to Garamba. Operation Iron Fist was also a success because Kony was uprooted from his bases in Kit Valley. However, the problem we had that time was that, on account, of the interference in our defence budgeting by some external forces, our Army modernisation had lagged behind. We still relied only on infantry (Soldiers walking on foot). This one we cured when we cut 23% from budget lines of all the ministries and modernised the Army. Indeed, this was one of my campaign points in the 2001 general elections. The Army has now been modernised. It is now a bi-service force — Land forces and Air- force. This makes the Army lethal and prompt in its capacity to deal with un-constitutional e1emets. The defeat of Kony in Teso and Lango in 2003, was the first fruit of this modernisation. The pacification of Karamoja is the second big fruit from this modernisation. The Sunday 14th long jump operation into Garamba opened a campaign that will see the end of Kony either, peacefully, by him walking to Ri-Kwamba and signing the agreement or by being violently killed or captured together with those traitors that have been with him. This is how we shall liberate all the abductees as we are beginning to do. Those criminal politicians who encourage Kony to avoid peace maybe, paradoxically, God’s agents in bringing about Kony’s death. His continued failure to assemble in Ri-Kwamba will, I am almost certain, bring about his death. Kony should know how to save himself. 
I would like to call upon our citizens to ignore Okello Okello and Okumu Reagan. Even Kony would be advised to keep a distance from them and their likes. Otherwise, Okello Okello and Okumu Reagan will cause the death of Kony just as they caused the deaths of Yardin, Nyeko, Tabuley, Lukwiya and even Otti. Any Kony terrorist who listens to their advice will have himself to blame. Victory is assured. 

I thank you very much. 

Yoweri K. Museveni 

22 December 2008 - Nakasero

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
Uganda, South Sudan to construct road-link (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/665863
THE governments of Uganda and South Sudan have agreed to open a road link through Kaabong in north-eastern Uganda to boost cross-border trade. 

He said the Uganda and South Sudan governments signed an agreement to link their roads and railway systems to foster development. 

Under the accord, the two states will fund the upgrading of the road. Uganda has committed $4.5m to open the 44km Kaabong-Lotukei border point road in the 2009/10 fiscal year, said works minister John Nasasira. 

Nasasira also said alternative routes from Kaabong would be surveyed and the most viable one worked on. 

He added that work on other border roads like Gulu-Nimule-Arua, Oraba and Yei was on-going. 

Nasasira was speaking at the Uganda-South Sudan border during a visit to the Karamoja sub-region recently. 

He said in August, the two states agreed to build a railway line and have aircrafts fly between them. 

Dodoth county MP Fr. Simon Lokodo noted that South Sudan had presented Ugandans with a vast market for her agricultural products. 

“Time has come for the two states to work on social development and exchange services and resources. A well-developed road infrastructure is necessary for both communities to work together,” he said. 

Capt. Thomas Tut, the Lotukei SPLA brigade commander, said the Kaabong-Lotukei road would make it easy for food to be transported to Lotukei. 

“Food from Uganda goes through Nimule and much of it is sold before it reaches Lotukei. We want more food,” Tut said.
Army officers to get human rights skills (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/665840
SAVE the Children Uganda is to train the UPDF in the Karamoja sub-region in human rights. The exercise, which starts in January, is meant to promote peaceful disarmament, said Stephen Odong, the human rights coordinator. 

“Since the forceful disarmament was introduced, the communities have registered a lot of complaints against the UPDF,” Odongo said. 

He said the training would strengthen cooperation between the residents and the army. 

Odongo was speaking at a ceremony to hand over four new Honda motorcycles, computers, furniture and thermal electricity generators worth sh65m to the army in Moroto. 

The acting division commander, Col. Paul Lokech, who received the items, said they would be used in four civil-military centres in Kaabong, Nakapiripirit, Kotido and Moroto. 

The centres act as areas where civilians report human rights abuses. 

The staff include a UPDF officer, an official from the Uganda Human Rights Commission, a policeman and a civilian. 

Odongo said despite the establishment of the centres, some residents had not yet developed confidence in the disarmament operations.
Crminialise FGM now to save young girls (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/31/665871
SHE lay on an old sack spread on the dirty ground, her legs spread wide apart. An old woman with dirt-smudged fingers bent over her with razor blades. A man stood at her head holding it between his feet so she could not move. A crowd of mainly children curiously stared as the old woman cut bits of her private parts. 

Female genital cutting/mutilation is not only a dehumanising act, it is an abuse of human rights and has implications on women’s health and rights. But it continues to take place. 

In the past two weeks alone, over 100 girls have undergone the gruesome practice in Bukwa district, at the north-eastern border between Uganda and Kenya. 

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM), involves the cutting or alteration of the female genitalia for social rather than medical reasons. 

The Population Reference Bureau states that over three million girls are at risk of FGM every year in Africa alone though prevalence of the practice in Uganda is less than 1%. 

WHO has classified the FGM into four broad types: 

In Type 1 or Clitoridectomy: the clitoris and/or the clitoral hood are partially or totally removed. 
Type 2 or Excision: Partial or total removal of the clitoris and the labia minora, with or without excision of the labia majora. 

Type 3 or Infibulation: This is the most serious type of FGM. Here, the vaginal orifice is narrowed with creation of a covering seal by cutting and placing together the labia minora and/or the labia majora, with or without cutting out the clitoris. 

Type 4 or Unclassified: All other harmful procedures to the female genitalia for non-medical purposes, for example, pricking, piercing, incising, scraping and cauterisation. 

In Kapchorwa and Bukwa in Uganda, the type of FGM practiced is Type 2. 

According to Alex Kiprotich, a law enforcement officer in Bukwa, the traditional ‘surgeons’ cut off the clitoris and the labia minora of the girls. 

Speaking to The New Vision last week, he said in Bukwa, they do not treat the wounds with anything. 

“They believe that urine can heal the wound. They advise the girls to rub their thighs together and keep some urine in as a means to treat the wound,” Kiprotich said. 

In Bukwa district alone, over 100 girls have been cut this month. Another 52 girls were to be cut last Saturday. 

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child has classified FGM as the cruellest and severest form of torture against girls and young women. 

FGM contravenes the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. Some countries like Egypt that have a prevalence of FGM of over 90%, have criminalised the practice, but Uganda does not yet have a specific law against FGM. 

Kapchorwa local government, where the practice is most common, has already passed a by-law prohibiting FGM. But district councils are restricted and cannot impose serious punishment on culprits. Local governments, for example, cannot impose a jail term exceeding six months. 

Uganda outlawed FGM in 1989, but there is no law to charge those who practice it. This makes the need for a national law more imperative. Two weeks ago, parliamentarians discussed the need to draft a law. 

Speaking to Vision Voice, Parlaiment Speaker Rebecca Kadaga intimated that the parliamentarains would fast track the law on FGM. 

A group of Parliamentarians have already drafted a Bill seeking to criminalise the practice. The MPs are concerned that the Government has not taken the initiative to enact the law. 

Why should we care? 

Though Uganda is not listed among the countries with high prevalence, the practice seems to be growing. The New Vision reported early this month that cases of FGM had increased in Karamoja, an area that culturally did not practice it. 

Hundreds of girls are reported to have been circumcised among the Pokot in Nakapiripirit district and among the Tepeth on the slopes of Mt. Moroto. More girls are reported to have been cut in Amudat and Kokabok parishes, Pokot county in Nakapiripirit. 

Studies show that the practice now exists in Kamuli, Kamwenge, Isingiro and Masindi. According to WHO, the prevalence in Uganda could be 5%.
FGM is classified as a harmful practice. Kadaga said over 500 girls had died in Uganda since the 1960s as a result of the practice. Many girls who are lucky to survive the ordeal live with complications. 

A 2006 UN study found that women who have been subjected to the most serious form of FGM — Type III will have, on average, 30% more caesarean sections compared with those who have not had any FGM. Women who have been cut are more likely to suffer severe bleeding after childbirth than those who have not suffered FGM. 

In the short term, girls may bleed severely, leading to shock and death. Others suffer from infections and tetanus arising from the poor hygiene during the procedure. In some cases, they fail to heal, get urinary tract infections or growths of scar tissue. They may also be exposed to HIV and hepatitis and other blood diseases. 

Challenges 

FGM, being a cultural issue, is not easy to handle. Solutions require building consensus with communities. 
According to the Population Reference Bureau, over the last decade, figures show little or no apparent change in countries with a high prevalence of FGM. For example, FGM only dropped to 96% (in 2005) from 97% in Egypt where the practice has been criminalised. In Ethiopia, it dropped by only 6% (from 80% to 74%). Ethiopia also has a national law against FGM. 

The United Nations Population Fund, in collaboration with REACH, an NGO, has already done a lot of work in Kapchorwa, but there is need for more stakeholders to work together to end this vice. 
Regional Relations
New mandate for DR Congo UN force (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7796430.stm
The UN has extended the mandate of its peacekeeping force in the Democratic Republic of Congo by a year. 

The resolution gives the force the authority to protect civilians not only from rebel groups but also from renegade Congolese government soldiers. 

The peacekeepers have been struggling to contain recent fighting between government troops and rebels that has forced more than 250,000 to flee. 

They have been criticised for failing to contain the violence. 

The new UN mandate provides for the deployment of about 22,000 soldiers and police, and observers. 

After fighting broke out in eastern DR Congo at the end of August, some government troops joined in the looting. 

The UN force in DR Congo, Monuc, is due to receive an additional 3,000 peacekeepers in the coming months. 

But few countries have so far offered to help, our correspondent says. 

The European Union has failed to respond to requests that its members provide the bulk of the new forces, he says. 

Search tactics 

The recent fighting, near DR Congo's border with Rwanda, has pitted rebels led by Laurent Nkunda against government troops and pro-government militia. 

A UN report issued last week accused both Rwanda and DR Congo of directly helping rebel groups. 

The new mandate approved by the UN Security Council directs Monuc to focus on the protection of civilians. 

It calls on the mission "to concentrate progressively during the coming year its action in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo," reports said. 

It also says the force should try to prevent violence, including by using "cordon and search" tactics and seeking to prevent attacks on civilians while disrupting the military capability of illegal armed groups. 

Sir John Sawers, the British ambassador to the UN, welcomed the new mandate, which he said was "more focussed". 

"It also includes an important clarification of the relationship between Monuc and the government security forces, which should help address some of the issues Monuc faced in the recent fighting," he said. 

UN asks peacekeepers in DR Congo to step up protection of civilians (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-12/23/content_10547596.htm
UNITED NATIONS, Dec. 22 (Xinhua) -- The UN Security Council Monday told United Nations peacekeepers in strife-torn eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to prioritize the protection of civilians. 

The Council called on MONUC, the 20,000-strong UN mission in the DRC, to make priority the protection of civilians, including aid workers, and assist the voluntary return of refugees and internally displaced persons. 

The Council extended the mandate of MONUC for another year until Dec. 31, 2009. Sanctions intended to stem illicit weapons inflow and mineral resources export were also renewed until Nov. 30, 2009. 

The Council stressed the importance of MONUC implementing the mandate fully, and called on the mission to strengthen its efforts to prevent and respond to sexual violence. 

The Council also demanded rebels like the National Congress in Defense of the People (CNDP), the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) and the FDLR, immediately stop recruiting and using children, and release all children associated with them.
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