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Joint Operations against LRA
Kony massacres 100 more in Congo (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/666381
THE number of civilians massacred by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan has catapulted to 189 in four days. 

It emerged yesterday that the LRA killed 60 people in Gurba, a township southwest of Doruma between December 26 and December 27. The number of victims in Faradge and Doruma which were first attacked on December 24 and Christmas day has also shot up.  

The United Nations aid agency OCHA (United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs) said the victims were all killed during raids on villages in the northeast of the DRC and parts of South Sudan between December 24 and 27. 

“According to local officials, on December 25, the rebels killed 40 people in Faradje. On December 26 and 27, they attacked Doruma and the neighbouring village of Gurba, killing 89 people in Doruma and 60 people in Gurba,” OCHA said in a statement. 

The New Vision reported yesterday that the total number of victims had reached 83, including 45 massacred in a church, 10km south of Doruma. 

Twenty children and a number of adults were abducted during the attacks, OCHA said. The rebels and their leader Joseph Kony, who have been holed up in the densely forested Garamba National Park in the DRC are fleeing after a regional military offensive led by the UPDF. 

The offensive code-named Operation Lightning Thunder was launched on December 14 by the UPDF, SPLA of South Sudan and the Congolese army. 

  

This was after Kony, four times, failed to sign the final peace agreement that was painstakingly negotiated in Juba with the Government between July 2006 and April 2008. South Sudan brokered the talks with its vice-president, Dr Riek Machar, as the chief mediator. 

Witnesses and survivors said the rebels used pangas, machetes, swords and clubs to kill the people who had taken refuge in the church. Others were killed as the rebels raided their homes for food. 

As they scampered from their bases in Garamba amid aerial bombardment from MiG21 jet fighters and helicopter gun-ships, the rebels abandoned granaries of food, beddings, guns and ammunition. 

The UPDF also discovered vast gardens of food crops and domestic animals.
LRA murder toll reaches 190 (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/LRA_murder_toll_reaches_190_77498.shtml
The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have killed 189 people in four days of raids on villages in the northeast of the Democratic Republic of Congo last week, a UN agency said yesterday, quoting local officials. 

UN humanitarian agency Ocha said the killings were reported to have been carried out between December 25 and 27 in Faradje, Doruma and Gurba villages by LRA fighters fleeing a two-week-old multinational military offensive led by the UPDF, Reuters news agency reported.

“According to local officials, on December 25, the rebels killed 40 people in Faradje. On December 26 and 27, they attacked Doruma and the neighbouring village of Gurba, killing 89 people in Doruma and 60 people in Gurba,” Ocha said in a statement, reported by Reuters. 

At least 20 children and an unknown number of adults were abducted during the attacks, UN Ocha added. 
Uganda, Congo and South Sudan launched a joint assault on LRA bases in northeast Congo on December 14 after the rebels’ leader, Joseph Kony, failed again to sign a peace deal to end the 20-year war with the Ugandan government. 

However, in spite of early bombing raids on the bases and initial claims of success, the offensive has so far failed to locate Kony, a self-styled mystic whose rebels are notorious for kidnapping women and children and forcing children to fight. 

The numbers of the dead, as provided by UN Ocha, do not include the deaths in Southern Sudan, which has seen a resurgence of mass killings by the rebels, an indication that the total number of casualties is likely to be higher than 200 so far.

The UN Ocha’s report could not be independently verified by the DRC or the UPDF forces pursuing the rebels.
But yesterday Daily Monitor, quoting the spokesman for the UPDF troops in DRC, Capt. Chris Magezi, reported that the rebels hacked to death 45 civilians in a catholic church in DRC. 

Capt. Magezi said then that Friday’s killings bring the total number of people killed by the LRA rebels since December 24 to over 90 in Northeastern DRC and South Sudan.
Yesterday, the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Monuc) condemned the LRA attacks on civilians in DRC.

“Monuc is seriously concerned by reliable information from sources according to which troops of the LRA fleeing the offensive of the FARDC, UPDF and the South Sudan army coalition on 25-26 December committed exactions and serious human rights violations against the civilian population in Faradje territory,” Monuc said in a statement from Kinshasa. 

Monuc yesterday transported a company of Congolese soldiers to Faradje in order to prevent new attacks by the LRA. Faradje is about 120km east of Dungu in Orientale province. 

The LRA killed 15 civilians there during Christmas festivities. 

“The FARDC informed Monuc that the UPDF also transported about 60 Congolese troops to Faradje,” Monuc said. 
“[Today] another company will be transported towards another city in Haut-Uélé, where the activity of another LRA group has been reported,” the UN agency said.

Monuc added, “The LRA are obviously dispersed after air raids against their bases and are making their escape towards vulnerable populations.”

The United Nations mission requested the forces taking part in joint operations against the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels to do “the utmost to prevent and stop reprisals against the civilian population by the rebels”.
Ugandan LRA rebels kill 189 Congo villagers -U.N.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LT545868.htm
Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels killed 189 people during three days of raids on villages in northeast Democratic Republic of Congo last week, a U.N. agency said on Monday, citing local officials.

U.N. humanitarian agency OCHA said the killings were reported to have been carried out between Thursday and Saturday in Faradje, Doruma and Gurba villages by LRA fighters fleeing a two-week-old multinational military offensive led by Uganda.

"According to local officials, on Dec. 25, the rebels killed 40 people in Faradje. On Dec. 26 and 27, they attacked Doruma and the neighbouring village of Gurba, killing 89 people in Doruma and 60 people in Gurba," OCHA said in a statement.

At least 20 children and an unknown number of adults were abducted during the attacks, OCHA added.

Uganda, Congo and South Sudan launched a joint assault on LRA bases in Congo's isolated Garamba National Park on Dec. 14 after the rebels' leader, Joseph Kony, again failed to sign a peace deal to end his rebellion against the Ugandan government.

Days after the offensive began, U.N. Security Council member states commended the three neighbours' decision to take on the LRA, whose two-decade bush war has killed thousands of people in northern Uganda and displaced about two million more.

Congo's Foreign Minister Alexis Thambe Mwamba told reporters in Paris last week that he expected to be "totally rid" of the rebels within days.

However, despite early bombing raids on rebel bases and initial claims of success, the offensive has so far failed to locate Kony, a self-styled mystic whose rebels have a reputation for kidnapping women and children and forcing children to fight.

An LRA spokesman last week said that Kony and his top commanders had survived the bombings and were calling for peace talks to be relaunched with a new mediator.

Kony and two of his deputies have been indicted by the International Criminal Court in The Hague for war crimes.

CIVILIAN DEATHS

Ugandan and Congolese soldiers killed 13 LRA fighters in an ambush 20 km (13 miles) west of Doruma on Sunday, the Ugandan army said. But otherwise there has been little to indicate that progress has been made towards rooting out the rebels. And, with civilian casualties now on the rise, the campaign's overall effectiveness appears increasingly in doubt.

"The fact that there have been so many civilian deaths over the past week raises the question of whether this is in fact an operation to protect the Congolese people," Anneke Van Woudenberg, a senior researcher with New York-based Human Rights Watch, told Reuters.

Ugandan and U.N. officials believe Kony's forces splintered into smaller groups following the initial bombing campaign. Some fighters are now moving towards the Central African Republic (CAR), which borders Congo and Sudan and where the LRA has conducted raids in the past.

"We are very satisfied with the progress that has been made. We have successfully displaced them from their bases in Garamba. We will pursue them. The LRA is more vulnerable than before," said Captain Chris Magezi, the Ugandan spokesman for the joint operation.

"The fact that they are killing civilians does not mean that the operation is not successful."

Uganda is deploying more troops to the scenes of last week's killings to prevent further LRA raids. Congo's 17,000-strong U.N. peacekeeping mission, MONUC, is also assisting in the deployment of additional Congolese forces but is not participating directly in the joint offensive.
See Also:
FACTBOX-Uganda's LRA rebels on killing spree (Reuters)

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LT172606.htm
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/29/AR2008122902103.html
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5giJqh5R8-psdYJQrr-py3DcrRbxQ
Migereko urges media to report on Kony operation objectively (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/666367
THE energy and mineral development minister, Daudi Migereko, has urged the media to objectively report on the ongoing offensive against Joseph Kony’s LRA rebels. 

Migereko urged the media to publish material that is not sensational because it could sway the public opinion negatively. 

“You do not have to be like some MPs from the north who hurriedly made negative comments about the attack in Garamba. Such utterances influence the perceptions of the locals,” he cautioned. 

Some MPs were recently quoted as having said the army had bombed empty camps. 

Migereko was on Saturday presiding over The New Vision Jinja bureau end-of-year party at the Garden Pub near the Source of the Nile. 

The UPDF, SPLA and the Congolese army on December 14 launched a joint military assault code-named Operation Lightning Thunder against the LRA rebels who have been holed up in the densely forested Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Since then, this has been the main story in both the print and electronic media. 

Migereko urged the journalists to inform the public rather than be opinionated. 

“Let us be mindful of how we bring out this information. The people have a right to know the happenings but without being unnecessarily alarmed,” he noted. 

Commenting on the soaring oil prices, Migereko said the Government was fast-tracking the exploitation of oil in western Uganda to address the country’s petroleum needs sustainably. 

“Every festive season, we face a serious shortage of petroleum. 

Whenever Christmas or Easter is around the corner, we beg our Kenyan counterparts to ensure a smooth flow. This will stop once production starts,” he said. 

The minister urged potential local investors, to use the available opportunities to start indigenous businesses. 

“That should attract foreign investors to partner with us on a strong footing,” said Migereko.

Juba talks were a huge relief to northern Uganda (New Vision – Opinion)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/20/666320
THE joint offensive against the LRA by the UPDF, the SPLA and the Congolese army was not as much of a surprise as many would want to have us believe. To begin with, for years President Museveni has never made it a secret that his first option in resolving the long conflict in the north is through military action. 

Museveni has always been a most reluctant peace negotiator. It is said when all you have is a hammer all problems start looking like a nail in your eyes. This applies to Museveni too. So why did the Juba talks appeal to so many? 
Just to set the record straight, it has to be said that the most compelling reasons for peace talks with the LRA have always been two. One is political, the other is moral. Joseph Kony and the LRA did not fall from the sky. They are a product of our turbulent winner-takes-all politics. In a way, they are a ramification, (albeit an aberration), of the so-called “northern question”. 
A military defeat of the LRA by itself is not enough to deal with the historical grievances that constitute this complex question. At worst, it may just be a curtain raiser for another more virulent armed resistance. Unless the interests of the concerned communities are taken care of, any peace will be tentative—lacking durability. 
The moral reason is rooted in the tens of thousands of civilians, particularly children, abducted by the LRA. 
It was a tragic failure on the part of the Uganda government which has the mandate to defend the people to have let these abductions happen under its watch. The danger of these innocent victims becoming ‘collateral damage’ would be higher in case a military offensive is mounted against the LRA. The children would be killed. This would amount to double victimisation. 
In a report published at the end of 2006, the International Development Committee of the UK Parliament absolved the Uganda government of responsibility for the continuation of the conflict. “We accept that the continuing conflict in northern Uganda is not the fault of the Government of Uganda,” the report said. But in a strong caveat, the report added: “Nevertheless the Government of Uganda has responsibilities to its population in the north which hitherto it has failed to fulfil. Instead of meeting its responsibilities, the Government of Uganda has been relying on donors to provide core functions such as health and education. This is costing donors US$200 million per year — money which could make a huge development impact if the conflict was resolved and the resources were spent on post-war reconstruction and on resettling displaced people in their villages.” 
The question is which path to peace? The report acknowledged the “general belief that peace will allow security to be re-established more comprehensively than a military solution.”
The report also hinted that peace would require more than a silencing of the guns. “Peace in northern Uganda would require the current aid budget to be diverted to development as people re-establish their livelihoods on the land. Aid would be needed for clean water, tools, seeds and re-establishing livestock on a well-watered and fertile part of Uganda that has the capacity to feed itself and export cash crops to the benefit of the whole of Uganda, which faces a population explosion.” 
The report further noted a well-known fear in the north – that of being shortchanged. The current operation in the forests of Garamba has brought back the question about the desirability, impact and even legitimacy of a military solution to the conflict. 

According to the spokesman of the Operation Lightning Thunder, the objectives of the raid are to rescue abductees from the clutches of the LRA and to compel Kony to sign the Juba Agreement. The reality is that in the circumstances, it will be easier to achieve the first objective than the second one. 

Fresh abductees, who have not yet been brainwashed and integrated into the LRA routine are more likely to run away than those who, by force of habit, have become integrated into the LRA life. It is therefore likely that the majority of rescued abductees will be the recent ones from Congo and Sudan. 

This in itself will be an achievement. But it will not be enough. When it comes to parents who maintain the hope that their abducted children will one day return home, a military raid is a form of torture. 

Aerial bombardments are not precise operations. Chances of the rescuers harming those they intend to rescue are a reality that cannot be denied. Did the raid surprise Kony? The answer is no. Kony has for long been expecting an attack. The threats had become too many to be ignored. 

In the last face-to-face meeting with the community leaders, Kony said he expected an attack anytime. In fact he told his visitors to hasten and leave. His fears have come true. The operation has destroyed his base, ruined his supply of food and has driven him out of his comfort zone. 

While this may not amount to “breaking his backbone” as the army spokesman claims, nevertheless it is a great inconvenience at the very least. But the LRA is not a conventional army. In fact they have redefined guerrilla warfare in many aspects. Far from nurturing a relationship with civilians, the LRA turned the civilian population into targets of their campaign of violence. 

Juba was thus a big relief. But Juba also reached a point where mutual suspicions overtook the will to negotiate in good faith. Everybody was getting tired with the lack of progress towards signing. The ping-pong was distressing. But was a military raid (especially one likely to lead into a long bout of cat and mouse) the answer? 

Our people believe that the dilemmas of Juba should have been tabled before the UN Security Council. Our people have listened to the assurances of the army that the LRA will never come back to torment them. But the population also knows that the LRA is an extremely agile guerrilla force capable of moving like lightning. 

During Operation Iron Fist, Kony was reportedly trapped around Imatong Hills. The army vowed that it was all over. General Kazini had even offered to resign should he fail to kill or capture Kony. 

In what amounted to a tragicomedy akin to the capture of Kony’s guitar, the army displayed Kony’s Kaunda suit to show how close his end was. But the man had not only vanished but managed to elude the UPDF and march up to Soroti! The government should therefore understand the anxiety among the general population. Once bitten, twice shy. 

Missions such as Operation Lightning Thunder should be swift with rapid results. When the Israelis launched Operation Thunderbolt at Entebbe it lived up to its name. In less than an hour all the hostages but one were on their way home. 

The author, Norbert Mao, is Gulu District chairman 

UN Quietly Reports Over 100 Killed in Congo by LRA After "Well-Judged" Attack on Group (Inner City Press)

http://www.innercitypress.com/un1orientale122908.html
As the UN Security Council met until 3 am on Saturday night about the Gaza air strikes which, according to the UN have killed 62 women and children, in Orientale Province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo well over 100 people were hacked to death with machetes. This attack was barely mentioned Monday at the UN. Ban Ki-moon held a press conference and spoke only about Gaza, took no questions on Gaza or any other topic. 

John Holmes the head of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs was asked by Inner City Press about his Office's methodology in counting the dead in Gaza, which many saw as implying that only women and children were civilians, and why this methodology is used in Gaza but not in Africa. Holmes said it is not a methodology and was only meant to help the Press.

Supposedly OCHA has issued a report that nearly 200 civilians were killed in Orientale Province by the Lord's Resistance Army. The report was not made available in the UN's Spokesperson's Office -- where, for example, a three paragraph UNAMID press release about a dead peacekeeper was displayed -- and does not seem to use the Gaza methodology, of implying that men are or may be combatants and not civilians.  

The LRA, meanwhile, claims that Uganda's Army the UPDF is behind the killings, to blame them on the LRA.  Either way, over 100 are dead, in fall-out from the three-nation assault on the LRA's camp in the Congo. UK Ambassador John Sawers back on December 17 called this assault, known as Operation Lightning Thunder, "well-judged."
Now, humanitarians are saying that far too little forethought was given to what would happen if Joseph Kony was not killed in the assault, what the LRA would do. As the issue of extrajudicial killing is being raised about Israel's bombing of the houses of Hamas leaders in Gaza, the UN through envoy Joaquim Chissano, and its Security Council through a Presidential Statement, have embraced a military strategy that itself smacked of extrajudicial killing of the indicted war criminal Joseph Kony.  

There always seems to be a different standard for Africa, even or especially at the UN, including as related to counting the dead and whether they are civilians.

Northern Uganda
IDPs sue wildlife authority over crop, property damage (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82128
Hundreds of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in northern Uganda have sued the country's wildlife authority, demanding 2.8 billion shillings (US$1.4m) for damage to their crops and other property by elephants and buffaloes straying out of a national park in the region. 

“We, the affected communities from the villages of Alero, Koch-Goma and Amuru have decided to seek compensation through the courts," Bernard Oryema from Koch-Goma, one of the claimants, told IRIN. 

The 1,008 claimants from Alero, Koch-Goma and Amuru sub-counties are demanding special damages against the Uganda Wild Life Authority for violation of their right to life, right to property and livelihoods by the marauding beasts. 

"We lost a lot over the course of the two-decade LRA [Lord's Resistance Army] conflict and now our properties are being destroyed by wild animals - animals from a national park that government should have controlled not to stray into villages where IDPs are returning," Oryema said. "We are scared because in the coming year, IDPs resettling in these affected areas will experience famine because all our crops have been eaten up by the animals." 

The wild animals have destroyed bananas, maize, beans, millet, potatoes, rice, sesame, groundnuts sorghum and yams that the IDPs had planted. 

In November, one of the returning IDPs set ablaze his hut as he tried to scare away herds of elephants that were approaching his home in Koch-Goma village.
Lost faith 

Amuru local leader Gilbert Olanya told IRIN local people had lost faith in the Uganda Wild Life Authority for failing to control wild animals straying out of the game park. 

“The law does not allow killing of wild animals so they want the court to help them on this issue”, he added. 

Edward Asalu, the Murchison Falls National Park senior conservation officer, said the authority had not received any notification of the IDP suit. 

"We are doing our best to control these animals, a number of them have been driven back to the national park, he said. 

The IDPs have sought the help of a legal firm based in Kampala which has already served notice on the attorney-general, copied to the Uganda Wildlife Authority, giving the government and the wildlife body 60 days to respond. The notice was made available to IRIN by IDP representatives.

Health
Hospitals get 22 ambulances (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/666375
THE Government with support from the African Development Bank has given 22 ambulances worth sh94m each to hospitals and health centres in southwestern Uganda. 

The beneficiaries were five public hospitals that included Mbarara, Kabale, Kitagata, Itojo and Kambuga and four private non-profit making hospitals Ibanda, Kisiizi, Nyakibale and Rushere. 

A total of 13 health centre IVs that included Ishongorero, Kiruhura, Nyamuyanja, Rwekubo, Bugamba, Kinoni, Rwashamaire, Kebisoni, Buhunga, Hamurwa, Kihihi, Shuuku and Kyabugimbi, each received an ambulance. 

The vehicles were handed over by the state minister for health, Dr. Richard Nduhura, to political leaders from the region at Mbarara University of Science and Technology on Tuesday. 

Nduhura said Mutolere Hospital in Kisoro and Ishaka Hospital in Bushenyi would each receive an ambulance early next year. 

He pointed out that the health of the people was a primary concern of the Government, saying a population that is not healthy cannot contribute to creating wealth. 

Nduhura urged political and administrative leaders of the beneficiary districts to guard against misuse of the ambulances. 

He added that the Government intends to upgrade Mbarara Hospital to a national referral hospital. 

The Mbarara district LC5 chairman, Wilberforce Yaguma, said a lot needed to be done to ensure that health centre IIIs and IIs get doctors to reduce the burden in hospitals.
Unfpa rescues Marie Stopes on contraceptives (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Unfpa_rescues_Marie_Stopes_on_contraceptives_77504.shtml
Marie Stopes International, a United Kingdom-based sexual and reproductive healthcare service provider has received a boost from the United Nations Population Fund following the signing of an agreement to continue supplying them with family planning commodities.

The United States government had stopped providing US-funded supplies to Marie Stopes International last September. 

MSI runs reproductive health clinics in the eight African countries of Uganda, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe, nearly all of whom were expected to be affected by the US government’s decision to stop supplying implements. 

But according to a pre-Christmas statement from MSI, under the agreement, United Nations Population Fund (Unfpa) will fund, procure and deliver 7.1 million units of family planning commodities valued at $1.5 million to MSI programmes in the eight countries.

“This agreement is a lifeline for MSI programmes and the millions of women we serve in these countries around the world where we operate,” the statement quoted MSI’s chief executive, Dana Hovig as saying.
Strange disease hits Kitgum, retards children’s growth (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Strange_disease_hits_Kitgum_retards_children_s_growth_77492.shtml
Patrick Omony, 18 is dying of one of the most neglected tropical diseases, Onchocercaisis, an illness that was so rare but now has become a common condition along the river belt in northern Uganda.

Ironically, the disease can easily be controlled with one tablet a year for a period of 15 years among children. With the support of his father, lying helplessly in front of his family’s dilapidated mud house, Omony is weak, malnourished and can hardly sit upright. 

Onchocercaisis usually makes the victim stunted, they develop itchy skin with rushes and nodules, and become malnourished. In adverse stages the sufferers become weaker, develop brain damage and convulse regularly.
Omony’s sister Jacline Layet, 12 is in the same state though not as malnourished as Omony. Their mother is also blind according to Charles Ochaya, father of the two.

People in this area call it “demons” because they cannot explain its cause. Many are left to wonder what disease is destroying their children. 

“We suspect it to be a result of onchocercaisis. Being born during the war and having lived around the river belt, these children never got a chance for treatment, the disease has made them mentally retarded, disabled and stunted.

Those who look mature are older than their age,” says Kitgum District Disease surveillance Focal person Michael Obote Odwar. 

To date, over 50 children are known to suffer from the disease in just one transit camp in Okidi village, Amida Sub-county in Kitgum. The children affected have been unwell for years since leaving their villages for the camps, following the LRA war. 

Sadly, the children convulse any time of the day which is a problem in itself. Strangely, the convulsions are associated with seeing or eating food leading some children developing a phobia for food. Parents say the children convulse several times in a day, the convulsions are reported to be worse in the cold season or morning hours. 

This has made them either fail to go to school or remain dull with low participation in the classroom. Physical examination conducted on some of children reveal bruises on their faces, an indication of frequent convulsions. 

The situation is made worse in Okidi as children sleep on the floor, lack nutritional foods and generally live in very poor unhygienic conditions. The inhabitants of this village seem to have lost hope and now look their children as a burden. Many have resorted to locking the children in the houses when they go to look for food.

Currently, the communities along River Pager fear the new generation getting affected and are hesitant to return to their villages. In adults some people are reported to have lost sight, others have developed various skin complications.

In Okidi, families are out of options to help protect their children and enable them to grow like other healthy children. The sense of hopelessness seems to have led some parents to think that whoever goes to the camps may not have good options or medical cures to save their children.

Meanwhile, it is imperative that a clinical team visits Okidia and investigates this disease. Perhaps most urgent is the medical treatment and nutritional rehabilitations for the affected children. Above all, there is need for vector control measure in Okidi and other affected areas.
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