UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 31 DECEMBER 2008
Joint Operations against the LRA
Statement by UN Secretary-General: Secretary-General condemns atrocities committed by Lord’s Resistance Army in Democratic Republic of Congo, Southern Sudan
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sgsm12029.doc.htm
The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms the appalling atrocities reportedly committed by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in recent days in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and southern Sudan, as well as all other attacks committed by the LRA. The Secretary-General demands that the LRA respect all rules of international humanitarian law. 
The Secretary-General recalls the Security Council's presidential statement (S/PRST/2008/48) by which the Council welcomed the joint measures taken by Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and southern Sudan to address the security threat posed by the LRA. He underlines the Council's call on the involved security forces to ensure that all actions are carried out in accordance with international humanitarian, human rights and refugee law. He also underscores the Council's call on Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and southern Sudan to take all appropriate measures to protect civilians. 

He urges the forces of Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and southern Sudan on the ground to coordinate with the humanitarian community and the United Nations missions in the region to ensure the effective delivery of assistance to those affected by the LRA attacks. 

Kony rebels kill 400 Congo villagers (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/666468
THE LRA rebels killed over 400 people in Congo during the Christmas period, fresh details have emerged. The simultaneous attacks on several villages in the Orientale province show a trail of bloody killings, looting, abductions and torching of villages, Caritas International, a Catholic charity operating in the province, said in a statement. 

“Caritas is shocked by reports of a series of massacres in the DR Congo carried out by Ugandan rebels on Christmas Day and the days following.” 

During the Juba peace talks, Caritas was mandated to supply food to the LRA. Its director, Dungu-Doruma, said the rebels attacked a Christmas Day concert organised by the Catholic church in Faradje city. 

He said the rebels returned the next morning to continue their killing spree, leaving about 150 people dead over the two days. In another attack in Duru, north of Dungu, 75 people were killed and a church burned down. 

The killings continued along the Sudan border, where 48 were massacred in Bangadi and 213 in Gurba. 

About 6,500 people took refuge at the Catholic church in Dungu-Doruma diocese. Caritas has provided relief items and appealed to the Congolese government to provide security to the population. 

The LRA is facing a joint military offensive code-named Operation Lightning Thunder being undertaken by the UPDF, SPLA of South Sudan and the Congolese army (FARDC). 

The offensive was launched on December 14 after Kony failed to sign the final peace agreement that was negotiated with the Government between July 2006 and April 2008 in Juba, South Sudan. 

The UN office for coordination of humanitarian affairs had on Monday put the December 26-27 death toll at 189 people; 40 in Faradje, 89 in Doruma and 60 in Gurba. 

On December 24, a total of 29 deaths had been reported in Bitima, Sekuru, Maridi, Tore and between Laforo and Mambe road. 

The dead in Faradje included the chief doctor, two priests, one school inspector, a pharmacist, a head of the Federation des Entreprises du Congo and the deputy chief of the immigration office. 

Twenty children were also abducted, while 120 houses were torched. The rebels looted several shops, houses and a hospital. 

Most of Faradje’s 30,000 residents fled to Tadu, 37km from Faradje, and to Kpodo, 11km from Faradje. 

The report said the rebels had occupied the seven villages surrounding Doruma. They are Batande, Manzagala, Mabando, Bagbugu, Nakatilikpa, Nagengwa and Natulugbu, all in Haut Uele province. 

The murders, according to survivors, have the harrowing hallmarks of the LRA’s 20-year-long atrocities in northern Uganda. 

The rebels claim to be fighting for a government based on the biblical Ten Commandments. 

The UN peace keeping mission in the Congo, MONUC, has condemned the attacks. 

“The LRA were visibly routed by the joint air strikes against their base and while fleeing preyed on the vulnerable populations,” MONUC said in a statement. 

The LRA commanders are wanted at The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

The UN Security Council on December 22, also condemned the attacks on civilians, referring to it as a permanent threat to security in the region. 

MONUC airlifted Congolose soldiers to Faradje to prevent further attacks. The UPDF also transported more troops to the area. 

The UN is also assisting the Congolese army in setting up defensive positions. 

The vice-governor of Orientale province, Joseph Bangakya, said the local authorities want the Central Africal Republic in the joint mission. 

The spokesperson of the joint operation, Capt. Chris Magezi, said the killings were not sparked off by the recent attack, arguing that even during the peace talks, the LRA killed civilians. 

“We have a two-pronged approach to stop these killings. We guard civilian settlements, while another force pursues the rebels.”
LRA death toll hits 400 (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/LRA_death_toll_hits_400_77525.shtml
An international relief agency yesterday said the number of civilians killed by the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in the north eastern DR Congo since they started raiding villages on Christmas Day is more than 400.

Caritas, a Catholic relief agency which has been supplying the LRA with food and medicine in Garamba, South Sudan, said in a report yesterday that “over 400 people have been killed in the attacks in an area of northern Congo including Faradje, Duru, Gurba, Doruma, and Province Orientale.”

“The director of Caritas, Dungu-Doruma, says that the Ugandan rebels attacked a Christmas Day concert in Faradje City organised by the Catholic Church there,” the statement said. “He says the rebels returned the next morning to continue their killing spree. 

He says approximately 150 people were killed over the two days,” the charity said. “At the same time, another attack was perpetrated in Duru, north of Dungu. Caritas reports 75 people killed and the church burned down,” it added.

Troops from Uganda and DR Congo have launched a military operation in the stricken region to find LRA leader Joseph Kony, who is wanted by a International Criminal Court at The Hague. Although the UPDF claims to have killed 13 rebels, the attack on the LRA has worsened peace, security and humanitarian conditions in DR Congo and other LRA-affected regions, although northern Uganda remains largely peaceful.

Caritas reported that killings continued along the Sudan border, including in Bangadi, Doruma and Gurba. Approximately 6,500 people have found refuge in the area with the Catholic Church, the charity said.

It added that children were being abducted by the LRA, who use them as child soldiers. But LRA deputy peace delegation chairman and Kony’s confidant, Justine Labeja, denied the Caritas report implicating LRA.

“LRA has been in DRC for over two years; DRC government knew we were there. How come they did not accuse us of killing people?” Mr Labeja said.

Yesterday, UPDF announced a Ugandan soldier was on Sunday shot dead by a UN Peace keeper at Isiro, the allied forces’ headquarters. The soldier aged 26, at the rank of a private, was reportedly shot in a friendly fire exchange.

Congo groups: 400 massacred on Christmas day (CNN)

http://edition.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/africa/12/30/congo.xmas.massacre/index.html
A Catholic aid organization operating in the Democratic Republic of Congo and the country's government have accused Uganda-based rebels of massacring 400 civilians during Christmas celebrations last week.

The Lord's Resistance Army, led by Joseph Kony, has been accused of many atrocities.

 The United Nations peacekeeping force in Congo put the death toll at 189 and said the Lord's Resistance Army rebels also abducted 20 children.

Caritas International expressed its "shock" at the killing spree in northeastern Congo, blaming the rebels for attacking a Christmas day concert sponsored by the Catholic church in the town of Faradje. LRA rebels also burned down a church in another village, it said.

"The areas have been plundered, leaving the people in desperate need of aid," the organization said in a news release issued on Monday. "Caritas says that the number of dead bodies risk spreading disease."

Several Congolese officials and two Catholic priests were among those killed in Faradje, according to the U.N. peacekeeping mission in Congo, known by its French acronym MONUC.

The rebels torched 120 homes in Faradje, and looted the rest of the village -- forcing its 30,000 residents to flee to neighboring towns -- according to the U.N., citing humanitarian workers in the region.

Congo's Communications Minister Lambert Mende Omalanga told CNN that the attacks happened as the rebels were fleeing Congolese army forces and victims were "mostly women, children and old men -- those who could not run and escape."

Congo's army, along with Ugandan and Sudanese forces, launched a raid against LRA rebels earlier this month. It came amid stalled peace negotiations intended to disarm LRA leader Joseph Kony and end a rebellion that began in Uganda over two decades ago when President Yoweri Museveni came to power.

The LRA, led by Kony, who claims to have spiritual powers, sought to overthrow Uganda's government, demanding the constitution be replaced with a version of the Ten Commandments.

The Ugandan government and the rebels agreed to a cessation of hostilities in August 2006, but there have been outbursts of fighting since.

The LRA, which the U.S. State Department describes as "vicious and cult-like," is known for its unpredictable behavior.

Local villagers and international human rights groups have accused the rebels of committing widespread abuses, including recruiting young boys and girls as soldiers and sex slaves.

In October 2005, the International Criminal Court unsealed arrest warrants for five LRA commanders, including Kony, who is alleged to have "ordered LRA forces to begin a campaign of attacks against civilians in Uganda" in 2002, according to the court.

Uganda's LRA Rebels Deny Killing 400 People in Congo (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2008-12-31-voa10.cfm
Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) Rebels are denying reports that they massacred over 400 people in the Democratic Republic of Congo the day after Christmas. Reports quoting survivors and witnesses say the killings took place close to Congo’s border with Sudan where the armies of the two countries and Uganda attacked LRA rebels earlier this month. 

But LRA chief peace negotiator David Matsanga told VOA the killings were carried out by a special battalion of the Uganda Peoples Defence Force (UPDF).

“While I was negotiating in Juba, I told the world that there is battalion 105, a battalion of the UPDF that was composed of ex-LRA combatants who defected since 2004. They were trained to go and attack the LRA. I put this on the table. Dr. Riek Machar is a witness, and I put it to the Ugandan government that this battalion 105 is the one that is trained to go do a lot of atrocities against the people of Congo and turn it on to the LRA because they think the LRA cannot speak,” he said.

Matsanga said he has been assured by LRA leader General Joseph Kony that LRA forces were not responsible for the alleged killings.

He denied accusations by Ugandan military captain Chris Magezi who is spokesman for the joint military operation that LRA fighters used machetes and swords to carry out the killings.

“Let me tell you and the international community, Captain Chris Magezi is a young imbecile, a small boy who has just come out of university who has not seen war. He’s one of those few small officers who have put President Museveni under siege. They want a military option yet they will not finish it. For 20 years they have made declarations that they will finish the LRA,” he said.

Matsanga called on the Ugandan government to return to the peace table rather than the military option. 

“I want to tell the world that Captain Magezi they have gone into Garamgba with their Rambo-style operation, they have not got any objective. The war has not produced any objective. You have not succeeded; let’s go back to the table; let’s look for a neutral place to discuss the contentious issue of the ICC (International Criminal Court). Let’s see a way to find a long lasting solution other than this fight where zillion are going to be killed by battalion 105,” Matsanga said.

He rejected suggestion that LRA leader Kony has not been heard from since the joint Congo, Uganda and Sudan military action against the LRA. Matsanga reiterated that the LRA wants peace and not war.

“I have heard from him, and I’m telling you that that I have talked to them and they telling me to tell the world that they want peace. And I am telling you to tell the world to ask President Museveni to cease fire so that this peace can come. A military solution will not finish the conflict in Congo. We only need a neutral country where we can sit together with Dr. Rugunda or whoever the Uganda government will send. We will put the proposals which General Kony has put forward and where he said he recognizes the agreement but he doesn’t recognize the chief mediator (Riek Machar of South Sudan,” Matsanga said.

He said because Sudan was involved in the December attack on LRA positions, the LRA believes Machar cannot negotiate a fair agreement.

See Also:
Ban Ki-moon condemns atrocities by Ugandan rebels in DR Congo (African Press Agency)

http://www.apanews.net/apa.php?page=show_article_eng&id_article=84361
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jrJ2p-pk0-3McDPeHBK8IMVnKwpQ
Aid group: 400 dead in eastern Congo massacres (AP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iK4LC7fv0SeEoL-7tk5ta64m-GtAD95DA9U00
Minister attacks Acholi MPs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/10/10/666485
Ethics and Integrity state minister James Nsaba Buturo has attacked the Acholi parliamentary group for criticizing the joint military offensive against LRA rebels. 

Buturo appealed to the MPs to appreciate the operation against Joseph Kony saying that it’s aimed at bringing peace to the people of Northern Uganda. 

Addressing journalists at parliament yesterday, Buturo says the attacks are justified after Kony’s failure to sign the final peace deal.
LRA recent attacks threaten food security, says WES governor (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article29734
Recent attacks on the innocent civilian populations in Western Equatoria State (WES) by the Ugandan rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) pose a threat to food security and stability in the state, said the state governor today.

The Lord’s Resistance Army, a cultish armed group that arose in the wake of a crushed Acholi rebellion on Northern Uganda more than 20 years ago, has long terrorized Acholis, southern Sudanese and others with child abductions, murders and trademark mutilations.

Though the LRA had been thought to be near defeat, it renewed its horrific attacks and looting after the Ugandan, Southern Sudanese and Congolese armies launched a joint military offensive mid-December against the LRA rebels, who had been chased off to the densely forested Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) with their leader, Joseph Kony.

The attack came after Kony repeatedly failed to show up to sign a peace deal with the government of Uganda. Apparently in retaliation, LRA guerillas slaughtered approximately 486 people in the DRC since Christmas day, according to the aid agency Caritas Dungu-Doruma. The massacres took place in an area of northern Congo including Faradje, Duru, Gurba, Doruma, and Province Orientale.

Many Congolese refugees are believed to have fled to the bush and jungle forests along the Sudan-DRC border.

"Civil and food insecurity has grown in the villages bordering DRC," stressed Governor Jemma Nunu Kumba.

"The LRA are attacking and looting communities, including parts of Maridi, Ibba, Yambio, Ezo and Nzara counties, as they continue to escape the regional operations," she said, referring to areas bordering DRC.

Kumbu added that, “the state government is working hard for the head count of the refugees and internally displaced persons.”

Yet the governor also speculated that LRA-related insecurity could be reduced if the international community pursues Kony to sign the already negotiated document, [but] not to negotiate.”

The on-off peace talks with the LRA started in 2006 under the mediation of southern Sudanese Vice-President Riek Machar, but stalled repeatedly, especially after the International Criminal Court placed arrest warrants for Joseph Kony and his senior commanders.

Attacks last year caused similar worries about food security in WES.

The WES governor noted, “the recent attacks by the scampering rebels have caused more Congolese refugees to flee to WES, about 2,000 Congolese are believed to be in Nzara and Yambio in the last ten days. UNHCR is screening them.”

“The continuous influx of the refugees is a burden to the state government,” worried the state governor.

The state governor appealed to the international community to provide humanitarian assistance to the state and support the regional efforts to flush out the LRA in the region.

“The LRA insurgency is hampering the implementation of (Sudan’s Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2005) and the post-conflict development in WES,” she warned.

She advocated changing the mandate of the UNMIS, the UN Mission in Sudan to match that of MONUC, the UN Mission in Congo, which allows the mission to protect civilians from attack.

“The people are afraid to go farming for the second season harvest in fear of being killed or abducted by the LRA, hence causing food dependence,” she noted.

The governor lamented, “the state government is not encouraging the refugees and IDPs to settle along the DRC border, as the security is precarious and volatile in those areas.”

According to the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation in the state, “260 households around Yambio and Nzara counties have been registered” for humanitarian aid.

On December 27, the LRA attacked a village around Gangura payam, and they went to Luri village up to the side of Moko area, three miles from Maridi, and killed three people and abducted unknown numbers of children, both girls and boys, though one child escaped from the hands of LRA in the morning hours.

The food security situation is likely to deteriorate as the winter hunger season progresses while normal food production levels in WES are reduced due to the LRA.

SPLA forces in the region remain at maximum alert to defend the civilian population. Given the vast lands and jungles in WES, it is difficult for the SPLA to track and deploy precisely in all areas bordering DRC to halt attacks by the obstinate rebels.

Ugandan soldier killed in DR Congo (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/666457
A Ugandan soldier was shot dead on Sunday by a UN peacekeeper in the DR Congo, the UN mission (MONUC) in the country confirmed yesterday. 

“A soldier from the UPDF died on Sunday at the Dungu base. A MONUC soldier accidentally fired his machine gun, hitting the Ugandan soldier who was passing in front of a UN vehicle,” the UN said. 

The solder died from the injuries and his body was flown home on Sunday. But the army is yet to inform the family of the dead soldier. 

As a norm, the army can only reveal the identity of a slain soldier after the family is informed. 

The recent death brings to two the number of Ugandan soldiers killed since the operation against the LRA rebels started on December 14. Lt. Bosco Opio, 33, died in a plane crash during a routine flight at Isiro airbase in Congo last Wednesday. 

The UN said yesterday that an inquiry would be carried out into the accident. 

“This was an accident and our relationship with MONUC will not be affected,” said the spokesperson of the joint Operation Lightning Thunder, Capt. Chris Magezi. 

According to Magezi, the soldier was shot on Sunday at 12:00pm at their base in Dungu, which the troops are sharing with the UN contingent from Morocco. 

The UN Security Council has supported the joint offensive against the LRA rebels. Its mission (MONUC) in the Democratic Republic of Congo has been feeding the joint forces with intelligent information. It has also provided helicopter gun-ships for the operation. 

Following renewed killings by the LRA rebels over the Christmas holiday, MONUC over the weekend ferried Congolese troops to Dungu and Garamba in order to prevent further attacks by the LRA. 

Kony is reportedly heading towards the Central African Republic. 

Democratic Party advises on Kony (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/666464
THE Democratic Party (DP) has asked the Government to give the peace talks with Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) another chance. 

The party president, John Ssebaana Kizito, while addressing a weekly press briefing yesterday at the party headquarters in Kampala regretted the recent resumption of war. 

“In the past week, numerous killings have been reported. It is a shame on the true humane people of the world.” 

In the party’s new year message, Ssebaana appealed, “We should give the peace process with the LRA new momentum and shun war mongering characterised by those at the helm of state power today. The world should impartially investigate those massacres in the DR Congo.” 

On the political scene Ssebaana said in 2008, the Police had been used to brutally and unlawfully disorganise opposition political meetings intended to educate the public on various issues. 

He also lashed out at the Electoral Commission for “rigging elections in favour of the NRM party including extensive and massive use of money to bribe the electorate.” 

He gave an example of the forthcoming Ssembabule woman parliamentary by-elections, saying the NRM has quickly repaired roads in.
Kony end is in the pipeline (New Vision – Editorial)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/459/666408
SINCE a joint force of Uganda, Congo (DR) and South Sudan bombarded Kony out of Garamba National park, where Kony and his LRA had hid from 2005, a lot has been said especially by the opposition and the media. 

To some, they expected immediate results. President Museveni clarified last week that the operation had been a success. The media expected counted bodies and Kony in hand. That will come now that DR Congo is working hand in hand with the regional forces mentioned above. This was the biggest success. 

For the region to agree to work together to rout negative forces hiding in another country. This is a good message for the region and Africa at large. 

No rebel group should think that it could have sanctuary in another country while attacking another. That decision alone marks the end of Kony. The rest will be sorted out by the forces on the ground. 

It should be remembered that Kony was able to stay on for a long while just because he was supported and sponsored by the Khartoum regime. He would attack civilians in northern Uganda and run to Sudan, which gave him official stay. He was then used to destablise Uganda, and to attack SPLA. 

The Sudan gave him sanctuary, armed him, trained his forces, gave them food and all sorts of help. Juba, which is now the headquarters of the South Sudan Government, was Kony’s base at one time like Garamba has been until recently. What happened? 

Juba is now in the hands of SPLM/A. Of course Sudan then accused Uganda of its Pan African spirit of giving moral support to SPLM/A which was fighting for a cause of liberation of the black race in the south. 

With time the Khartoum regime could not bare it any more, forcing them into negotiations with SPLM/A leading to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in January 2005. Under the CPA, among others, the south was to have autonomy under the leadership of SPLM/A. 

That marked to end of Kony and LRA. Earlier, the Khartoum regime had allowed UPDF to pursue LRA inside Sudan in an operation code named Iron Fist. Through that operation, Kony’s bases like Rubangatek were destroyed. 

A lot of arms were found, food both in store and under cultivation. The arms were given back to the Sudan government. Kony was routed out of the area where UPDF was allowed to operate and he ran to an area above the Red Line where UPDF was not allowed. 
The Sudan government had promised that it would deal with LRA if they crossed the Red Line (a boundary marking an area where UPDF could operate). 

Later the Khartoum regime through diplomatic engagement allowed UPDF to pursue Kony beyond the red line. This is what resulted into Kony running to Garamba, as he could not contain the UPDF fire. 

As pointed out above, with the South Sudan under SPLM/A following the CPA, Kony could no longer use the south of Sudan as a base to attack and destablise northern Uganda. As you may recall that after Kony was routed out of South Sudan, peace returned to northern Uganda. This peace is irreversible. 

What has kept Kony lingering around for some time is the fact that he was using foreign territory and physical support to cause mayhem. The Sudan promised not to continue supporting Kony. 

That aside, even if he had the support, without territory bordering Uganda it would be difficult for him to launch any attack. If he tried, since he cannot sustain control of any territory on Ugandan soil, he would be finished in no little time. It may be recalled that Kony while in Garamba requested the South Sudan leadership to approach Uganda for peace talks. 

This message was delivered by President Salva Kiir of South Sudan when he came for the swearing in ceremony of President Museveni in May 2006. Talks began in July of the same year and were completed two years later. Kony has since refused to sign making excuses all the time. As if that is not bad enough, Kony has continued his old method of attacking innocent civilians, this time in Congo and South Sudan. 

The region cannot keep the Kony nonsense any longer. He is now more of a security threat to Congo and South Sudan as he is killing innocent people from those countries. 

Hence, a joint force of the three sister states to deal with him. Why there is hope of ending Kony once and for all are three factors; a regional effort that denies him sanctuary, professionalization of the UPDF and the lethal weaponry they now have, Kony is now being attacked in the air and on the ground. 

Kony will be pursued until he either surrenders or signs the agreement or he is killed. Without sanctuary and on the move, he has no capacity to rearrange and make war. Besides where is he running to that cannot be reached?
Other News – Northern Uganda and Karamoja
Resettlement halted over LRA attacks (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Resettlement_halted_over_LRA_attacks_77530.shtml
Resettlement of internally displaced people in Amuru District has been temporarily halted due to renewed military attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels.

After news of LRA killings, residents have refused to return home, opting to stay in the camps in case of renewed attacks on their villages.

Although the army has said the war will not spill over to the once war-torn zone, the people, who have suffered the burden, say they will not take any chances.

Mr Daniel Onen, 22, of Mutema IDP camp, who was previously abducted by the rebels said, “I cannot imagine another day in LRA rebel captivity. My whole life was almost wasted while I was there.”

Mr Onen was abducted while he was nine in 1994 by the LRA and only managed to return in 2004. He was among the lucky few to be rescued by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and handed over to the United Nations offices in Sudan from where he was brought to Gulu.

While in captivity, Mr Onen was hit by a land mine that left him handicapped. He now depends on his family for survival. 

“Thirteen years of my life were wasted, I have no education and now I have one leg.”

Ms Grace Adongpiny from Olwal IDP camp says, “My children will remain in our hut in the camp as I go to the village. I could never forgive myself if they were abducted.”

One of Ms Adongpiny’s children was abducted and has never returned. 

The Koch Goma Sub-county chairperson, Mr John Bosco Okullu, said the renewed offensive has brought a lot of uncertainty about the prevailing peace.

“Residents in my sub-county are returning home but they are leaving their huts in the camp awaiting the outcome of the LRA attack,” he said.

The UPDF 4th division spokesperson, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, said there is no need for people to worry because the army is ready to protect them.

Karamoja Police very weak – UPDF (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Karamoja_Police_very_weak_-_UPDF_77526.shtml
A Uganda People’s Defence Forces commander has said Police in Karamoja is too weak to handle law and order in the region.

The 3rd Division commander, Lt. Col. Paul L’Okech, said they will continue disarmament operations in Karamoja as they sustain their bid to achieve total pacification of the region.

“Although we shall have a transition stage where we shall hand over to Police, we are not about to do this because the security situation cannot be handled by Police,” Col. L’Okech said. 

“We have been a lead agency in all Karamoja operations in rural and urban areas and we shall continue our operations in the area because our mission in Karamoja is still far away,” he added.

Col. L’Okech said Karamoja region (Kaabong, Abim, Moroto, Nakapiripirit and Kotido) has about 600 policemen and that until the number grows, all arrests within the region will be conducted by the army.

Col. L’Okech told Karamoja leaders, who were discussing the new integrated disarmament approach in Moroto on Saturday that the insecurity in the region, resulting from armed ethnic tribal clashes, cross-border cattle raids and small arms trafficking is still high.

He assured the leaders that even when UPDF had moved out on another offensive against LRA in DR Congo, it still had the capacity to contain the insecurity in Karamoja.

Col. L’Okech urged the local people to support the army in seeking for an integrated approach to disarmament and the creation of peace.

“The biggest roadblock to disarmament exercise and development of Karamoja has been lack of committed partnerships in solving some of the problems here but now that we have Save the Children Uganda on board, we expect to achieve a lot,” he said.

The RDC Moroto, Mr Nahaman Ojwee, urged all NGOs operating in Karamoja to design programmes of enrolling all children in the region in schools to reduce ethnic conflicts that have plagued the sub-region for the last 50 years.

“Apart from Save the Children in Uganda that has come out to partner with the army, most NGOs here, many of which are ‘brief case’ NGOs have been operating in isolation just to benefit themselves and not the Karimojong,” Mr Ojwee said. 

“This I think must change. All the money channelled through any NGO in Karamoja is meant for the Karimojong and therefore must be used to benefit them,” he added.

He said the greatest roadblock to the progress of disarmament has been failure by the over 2000 NGOs operating in Karamoja to partner with the army as the lead agency in the pacification of the area.

