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Juba Peace Process 
UPDF planes attack Kony's Congo base (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664595 

UGANDA, South Sudan and DR Congo yesterday morning jointly attacked Joseph Kony’s rebels hiding in Garamaba forest. The massive attack on Kony’s bases in the jungles located in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo has the backing of the American government and other Western powers. 

The joint force is made up of the UPDF, the Congolese FARDC and the Southern Sudanese SPLA. 

“The three armed forces successfully attacked the main body and destroyed the main camp of Kony code-named Camp Swahili, setting it on fire,” a brief statement from the UPDF explained. 

By press time, Kony’s whereabouts were not known. 

For the last 20 years, the LRA rebels have terrorised northern Uganda, southern Sudan and Congo, killing and maiming thousands of people. 

“Military operations against these terrorists are continuing and more details about the operation will be released as it progresses,” the statement added. 

It was jointly signed by the three chiefs of military intelligence; Brig. James Mugira (UPDF), Brig. Mutual Majok (SPLA) and Brig. Deodenne Kitenge (FARDC). 

An air force, paratroopers and the infantry backed the operation, which started at 11:00am. The forces and military hardware were airlifted to the war-zone over the last two days. 

The first target was Kony’s main camp nestled in the densely forested Garamba National Park, a three-hour walk from Ri-Kwangba on the Congo-Sudan boarder where the rebels were supposed to assemble under the August 2006 truce. The camp is at the foot of a flat-topped hill, which is embraced by rocks, leaving one entrance. 

In West Nile, which borders Sudan and Congo, the army was on standby. Security along the border was tightened. 

The army spokesman in the area, Capt. Robert Kamara, refused to comment on the Garamba assault. 

“I don’t know what is happening in Garamba but what I know is that our borders are safe. We cannot allow anybody to come and destabilise our peace,” Kamara said. 

In northern Uganda, where residents bore the brunt of the two-decade rebellion, the army assured the population that the rebels would not cross back. 

“Our deployments along the borders with DR Congo and Sudan are intact and there is no cause for alarm,” the 4th Division army spokesman, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, said. 

He explained that internally displaced people (IDPs) and those who have returned to their homes would be safe during the Christmas season. 

“We are not going to allow any kind of insecurity to rise in this area again,” Akiiki said. 

The Government offered Kony amnesty through the peace talks that started on July 14, 2006 in Juba, South Sudan. 

However, the talks dragged on when the LRA repeatedly failed to sign the final peace agreement, citing indictments against its top commanders by the International Criminal Court. On November 29 and 30, Kony kept mediators and diplomats waiting for two days at Nabanga in Sudan. 

He did not show up to sign the agreement, insisting that the ICC indictments must be dropped. 

His latest demand was that he wanted to talk to President Museveni directly. The leader of the LRA peace team, David Matsanga and the chief mediator, Dr Riek Machar, presented the request to Museveni. 

In June, Museveni passed out soldiers of the 11th and 45th battalions who had completed combat training in joint fighting skills supported by the air force. 

The drills, conducted at Bondo about 25km from Arua town, involved helicopter gunships and other warplanes. 

On that occasion, Museveni warned that Kony would be safer signing the final agreement. 

Chronology of the peace talks 

Bigombe Talks: 1993-94, 2004-2005 

June 1993: Bigombe initiated contact with rebel leader, Joseph Kony. 

February 1994: Bigombe talks with Kony collapsed. Soon afterward the insurgency intensified. 

February 2004: Following the Barlonyo massacre, Bigombe took a leave of absence from the World Bank and flew to Uganda to attempt to restart the peace process. 

From March 2004 to 2005: Bigombe was the chief mediator in a new peace initiative with the LRA, personally financing much of the logistics of bringing Ugandan government ministers and rebel leaders 

April 20, 2005: The last meeting between Bigombe and the LRA fell through. 

The Juba Peace 

Talks 2006 - 2008 

July 3, 2006: The Government chief negotiator, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda and the president of South Sudan, Gen. Salva Kiir, announce the start of peace talks at a press conference in Juba 

July 14 2006: Peace talks between Uganda Government and the LRA opened by South Sudan President Gen. Salva Kiir in Juba. 

July 20: The chief mediator, Dr. Riek Machar, meets LRA delegates in a closed meeting together with Acholi leaders led by Rwot Achana to discuss the suffering of the people of northern Uganda. 

July 29: LRA commanders led by deputy commander Vincent Otti and elders from northern Uganda and South Sudan met at the DR Congo — Sudan boarder. 

August 2006 

August 1: Kony reiterated his will to end the war through the Juba talks at a meeting of political, religious and civic leaders from the war-affected areas, held in Garamba forest. 

August 9: The LRA walked out of the talks protesting the Government's refusal to declare cessation of hostilities. 

August 13: LRA’s third in command Raska Lukwiya was killed by a UPDF mobile squad in Kitgum district. 

August 24: LRA demanded cabinet posts and 30% representation on commissions, statutory bodies and presidential appointments as a condition for ending the war. 

August 26: The Uganda Government and LRA signed the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement (CHA). 

September 2006 

September 4: Delegates re-assembled in Juba for the third round of talks. 

September 6: LRA revealed their reluctance to assemble at Owiny-Ki-Bul and Ri-Kwangba as demanded by the CHA. 

September 7: Talks resumed and parties reviewed the performance of the CHA. 

September 26: LRA suspended participation in the peace talks protesting alleged deployment of the UPDF in South Sudan and DRC. 

October 2006 

October 21: President Museveni arrived in Juba for talks with Kiir. He also addressed LRA delegates but they, led by deputy head of delegation Josephine Apira, rejected his handshake. 

November 2006 

November 1: Government and the LRA signed an addendum to CHA which gave the rebels one month to re-assemble and restricted unauthorised visitors to assembly areas. 

November 11: UN Coordinator for Emergency Relief, Jan Egeland, met LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony and his deputy Vincent Otti in Ri-Kwangba. Egeland hoped to secure the release of women and children. 

December 14, 2006: 

Delegates reconvened. The Government delegation was upbeat but the LRA insisted it would not talk until the UPDF pulls out of southern Sudan. 

March 4, 2007 

LRA delegates failed to show up at the Acholi peace conference held in Juba to revive the talks 

March 11: Rugunda met LRA commanders Kony and Otti in the first-ever direct talks between the rebels and the Government. Organised by former Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano, the meeting aimed at reviving the stalled Juba talks. 

April 2007 

April 16: After meeting Chissano in the remote, secluded and forested village of Ri-Kwangba, the LRA rebels agreed to resume talks in Juba on April 26. 

April 26: Talks resumed. Chissano warned the LRA that time was running out for them. 

May 2007 

May 2: The Government and LRA signed a pact, “The comprehensive solutions to the causes of the war”, outlining remedies to the causes of the war. 

June 2007 

June 13: The Government and LRA signed an agreement, the principles of accountability, stipulating the framework through which perpetrators of crimes during war will account and reconcile with the victims. 

June 29: The agreement on reconciliation was signed. It provides for alternative traditional justice that could insulate four LRA commanders against the International Criminal Court prosecution. 

On February 23, 2008: Government and the LRA concluded a permanent ceasefire agreement. The parties agreed that the peace talks would follow a five-stage negotiating framework: (1) cessation of hostilities; (2) comprehensive solutions to the conflict; (3) reconciliation and accountability; (4) formal ceasefire; and (5) disarmament and reintegration. 

March 2008: The peace process stalled again as the LRA tabled fresh demands. 

March 7, 2008: President Museveni meets Salva Kiir in Entebbe who expressed optimism that the LRA would sign the agreement. 

April 14: Kony refused to turn up for the signing of the final pact. 

May 2008: LRA envoys meet elders to discuss the stalled peace talks. The major issues on the table were the traditional justice system (mato oput) and the special division of High Court to be set up to try the rebels for war crimes. 

November 29 and 30 2008: Leaders meet Kony in Garamba. Kony refuses to sign. 

The worst LRA crimes 

The most grisly massacres committed by the LRA were at: 

Atiak in April 1995, where over 250 civilians were massacred. 

The abducting of over 100 girls in Lalwa in Kaberamaido.

Barlonyo massacre took place on February 21 in which over 400 were killed. 

Pabbo IDP killings spread over several months in 2004 where about 5,464 residents were killed and in some cases bodies cooked to instill fear among the populace. 

The storming of St Marys College in Aboke, Apac district on October 10, 1996 from where 139 girls were taken captive and later 109 released.

In 2004, government referred the LRA rebellion to the International Criminal Court (ICC) for investigation. 

The following year the ICC indicted LRA chief Kony and commanders Okot Odhiambo, Dominic Ongwen, Vincent Otti, Raska Lukwiya and Charles Tabuley. 

Otti was reportedly killed at the orders of Kony while Lukwiya and Charles Tabuley died in battle in the North and Teso respectively. 

In July 2005, the ICC issued international arrest warrants for the wanted LRA commanders. The warrants have been a subject of a great deal of discussion at the talks and by stakeholders with the LRA claiming they are a stumbling block to the agreement. 
UPDF attacks Kony (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_attacks_Kony_76877.shtml 

The UPDF yesterday attacked the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels, ending a 29-month ceasefire and signalling the complete failure of peace talks meant to end the two-decade old insurgency in northern Uganda. 

According to a statement issued by the UPDF, soldiers from the Congolese army and that of the Government of South Sudan took part in yesterday’s operation against the rebels in Garamba, in north eastern DR Congo. “The armed forces of Uganda (UPDF), DRC (FARDC) and Southern Sudan (SPLA) in a joint intelligence-led military operation, this morning the 14th of December 2008 launched an attack on LRA terrorists of Joseph Kony in Garamba forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo,” the statement released by UPDF spokesman, Maj. Paddy Ankunda said. “The three armed forces successfully attacked the main body and destroyed the main camp of Kony codenamed camp Swahili setting it on fire,” it added. No details were available about casualties on either side, if any.

The statement added that military operations were continuing against the rebels. It was signed by chiefs of military intelligence from the three armies: Brig. James Mugira (UPDF), Brig. Mutual Majok (SPLA) and Brig. Deodenne Kitenge (FARDC).

Talks to end the war collapsed last month when rebel leader Joseph Kony failed to turn up for the third time this year to sign a deal earlier agreed upon by both sides. In a separate interview Maj. Ankunda told Daily Monitor last night that the attack was prompted by the rebel leader’s failure to sign the deal. “He continues to kill and abduct so, we decided to move and rescue the women and children,” Maj. Ankunda said. “This operation is also intended to implement the warrant of arrests issued by the International Criminal Court against Kony and his top commanders.” 

The UPDF spokesman said the DR Congo government, which had blocked previous attempts by the UPDF to cross the border and attack the rebels, had given a green light to the latest action. “We want to thank the DRC government for exhibiting the highest level of cooperation and allowing regional governments to conduct a joint operation to end LRA’s brutality,” Maj. Ankunda said.

Outgoing Internal Affairs minister Dr Ruhakana Rugunda, who headed the government negotiating team at the peace talks said last night: “The search for lasting peace in Northern Uganda, Southern Sudan, DRC and the Central African Republic areas affected by LRA insurgency will continue.”  Dr Rugunda was on Friday appointed Uganda’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York. He is expected to lobby the Security Council, on which Uganda will sit for two years starting Jan 1, 2009, to keep pressure on the LRA.

Military sources told Daily Monitor yesterday that the attack followed months of planning for a “plan B” and reconnaissance missions inside the vast Garamba National Park which is over 1000 kilometres from Gulu, the largest town in northern Uganda.

A combined force of infantry, the air force, and Special Forces are believed to have been involved in yesterday’s attack. Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, who has been the UPDF 3rd division commander based in Moroto but was appointed by the President to lead the military crack unit against the LRA was reportedly in charge of the operation while Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba, the commander of the Special Forces, was also involved, military sources said last night.

A spokesman for the LRA, Mr David Nyekorach-Matsanga told Daily Monitor last night that the attack would be a “tragedy” to the prospects of peace for northern Uganda.

Mr Matsanga said: “I was in Kampala and I met President Museveni and he assured me that these attacks are not going to take place. If they took place this is a tragedy for the country and tragedy for Northern Uganda. If the UPDF have attacked the LRA they have violated the Cessation of Hostilities agreement we signed with the government.” 

He added: “We don’t think a military option will bring peace to Northern Uganda rather it is a long route that will take the people of Northern Uganda back to the camps. If these attacks indeed took place it is a sign that the government wants the peace negotiations to collapse.”
LRA base 'attacked' in DR Congo (Al Jazeera)

http://english.aljazeera.net/news/africa/2008/12/20081214181119165854.html 

Troops from Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and southern Sudan have attacked the bases of Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in eastern Congo, according to a joint statement from the armies.

The reported attack comes six months after the three governments agreed to launch joint military operations against the LRA, if Joseph Kony, its leader, did not sign a final peace deal to end two decades of conflict.

"The three armed forces successfully attacked the main body and destroyed the main camp of Kony, code-named camp Swahili, setting it on fire," Paddy Ankunda, a Uganda army spokesman, said on Sunday.

"It's a joint operation. We attacked Lords Resistance Army bases ... this morning."

Ankunda said it was not immediately clear whether there were casualties.

LRA 'to retaliate'

David Nyekorach-Matsanga, the spokesman for the rebels, told Al Jazeera: "This is a highly regrettable provocation and the LRA will retaliate. This was perpetrated by militarists within the Ugandan army who want to destroy the peace process.

"We can't negotiate when people are trying to attack us. This is every bad precedent.

"Ankunda is one of those militarists who never wanted peace to return to Uganda."

The UN peacekeeping mission in the Congo, Monuc, said it had been warned of the operation but was not involved.

Kampala last week accused the DRC of failing to track down Kony and his lieutenants.

Thousands killed

The rebel leader has reneged on a peace deal already agreed by the Ugandan government and has been hiding in the eastern DR Congo.

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and nearly two million displaced in the two decades of fighting between the LRA and the Ugandan government.

Uganda's civil war effectively ended in 2006 when a peace process was launched but Kony and his top commanders have remained elusive and continued to commit atrocities in remote areas of neighbouring countries.

Kony, a semi-literate former altar boy, took charge in 1988 of a regional rebellion among northern Uganda's ethnic Acholi minority.

He is accused - along with his top commanders - by the International Criminal Court (ICC) of raping, mutilating and murdering civilians as well as forcibly recruiting child soldiers.
Regional forces launch offensive against Uganda's rebel group (Xinhua)

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/90855/6553371.html 

Military forces from Uganda, southern Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) launched an attack on Sunday morning on a hideout of Uganda's rebel group the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). 

Paddy Ankunda, spokesman of Uganda People's Defense Force (UPDF), told Xinhua by telephone that the joint attack was targeting a known hideout of LRA's fugitive leader Joseph Kony. 

"Our troops launched an attack on one of Kony's hideouts in Garamba National Park in the DRC," he said, adding that more details would be available later. 

The joint military offensive, the first of its kind, came after Kony refused to sign a final peace deal on Nov. 29 after two-year-long peace negotiations between Ugandan government and the LRA mediated by southern Sudan authorities. 

The surprise move was also preceded by several regional high level security meetings aimed at addressing regional security risks including the LRA's insurgency. 

Ugandan government has blamed Kinshasa for not taking actions to flush out LRA fighters hiding in its bushes before the two countries decided to fight together against Uganda's rebels. 

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni responded positively earlier this week to Kony's request for direct contact, giving his mobile number to Kony's representative. But it is not known if Kony made that call. 

Kony, indicted by the International Criminal Court for war crimes and crimes against humanity, has vowed not to sign the final document until the court drop its charges against him and three of his top commanders. 

The LRA's over two decade long insurgency has left tens of thousands of people dead and some two million homeless in northern Uganda.
See Also:

Nations launch offensive against Uganda LRA rebels (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnLE474015.html 

Armies 'strike at Uganda rebels' (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7782649.stm 

Acholi MPs oppose renewed offensive (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Acholi_MPs_oppose_renewed_offensive_76874.shtml 

The chairman of Acholi Parliamentary Group, Livingston Okello-Okello said last night that the Acholi sub-region is against the renewed offensive against the LRA rebels because many of the rebel fighters are abductees. “Over 99 per cent of the LRA fighters are abductees,” Mr Okello told Daily Monitor, “therefore we oppose and condemn [the attack].” 

Mr Okello said Kony has been a problem to the DRC after fleeing northern Uganda and being forced out of Southern Sudan “I wonder why they had to follow him in Garamba”.

Mwambutsya Ndebesa, a political scientist from Makerere University, described the joint operation between UPDF, SPLA and DRC as a new era in the region’s geopolitics. “It is something new and positive to see a concerted effort against negative forces,” he said.

Yesterday’s attack follows a decision reached at a high-powered meeting of all security chiefs in the region held last June in an undisclosed venue in Uganda. 

Uganda’s Chief of Defence Forces Gen. Aronda Nyakairima chaired the meeting that was attended by his Congolese counterpart Gen. Amuri, other Congolese generals, a MONUC officer and SPLA military chiefs.
Ministers want sanctions on LRA leader (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664602 

THE Foreign ministers of the member states of the Tripartite Plus Joint Commission have called on the UN Security council to impose travel and financial sanctions on the leaders of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and the Allied Defence Forces. 

They also called for increased diplomatic and military pressure on the LRA following its failure to sign the final peace agreement with the Ugandan government. 

The foreign ministers from Burundi, DR Congo, Rwanda and Uganda adopted the position on Wednesday at the Tripartite Plus Joint Commission meeting held at the Prime Holding building in Kigali. 

On the crisis in eastern DR Congo, the ministers urged all parties to cooperate with the international facilitators- Olusegun Obasanjo and Benjamin Mpaka. 

Uganda’s delegation was led by Hon. Okello Oryem (state minister for foreign affairs), Ruth Nankabirwa (state for defence), Hon. Fredrick Ruhindi (deputy attorney general) and Uganda’s Ambassador to Rwanda, Richard Kabonero. 

The European Union, MONUC and the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region also attended the meeting.
The Biggest Weapon in Northern Uganda (Brooklyn Rail)

http://www.brooklynrail.org/2008/12/music/the-biggest-weapon-in-northern-uganda 

Lucky Bosmic Otim, a popular musician from northern Uganda, is practically impossible to reach by phone. He has one, but it’s always turned off. The only way to contact him is through his friends, whose cell phones have invariably been turned off as well. When I finally met him last June, at his wife’s house a few kilometers outside the provincial capital of Gulu, he explained that his fame has attracted undesirable fans.
“The rebels, they used to call,” he said. “They wanted me to be part of the peace talks. When they call you like that, it’s very, very, very bad.”

Bosmic was referring, of course, to the Lord’s Resistance Army, a rebel outfit that has terrorized the north’s predominantly ethnic Acholi population for over twenty years, kidnapping children, forcing girls into sexual slavery, training boys as fighters, and turning them against their own villages, neighbors, even families. But since the Ugandan government’s peace talks with the LRA ushered in a period of peace in this war-torn region two years ago, Acholis have begun to rebuild a society devastated by violence, poverty, disease, and mass displacement. And a fledgling music industry has exploded, with musicians like Bosmic rocketing to stardom.

While many hits sung in the Acholi language of Luo deal in love—like Jackson’s “Atye ii Mar” (“I’m in Love”)—a strain of popular songs by artists like Bosmic, Jahria Okwera, and Jeff Korondo are raising questions about the complicated, controversial issues that haunt Acholi life, like domestic violence and the return of battle-hardened child soldiers. “They’re all educative,” said Nicky Afaye, a producer at the leading Mega FM radio station. “They all endeavor to really speak about peace.”

For his part, Bosmic, a lean twenty-four-year-old with an intense, searching expression, is perhaps most famous for his reggae-tinged entreaty “Peace Return,” a chart-topper at Mega FM driven by a syncopated piano line and a synth flute melody. The song echoes a desperate refrain commonly heard in the north: “Peace return/To northern Uganda/It’s our prayer.”

Judging by Bosmic’s penchant for battle fatigues—as he sat on a grass clearing with his two-year-old in his lap, he was decked out in a grey camoflage jacket, green designer camo pants, small dreads with orange tips sticking out of a maroon beanie, and a wristband in Rastafarian green, yellow, and red, embroidered with a marijuana leaf—he addresses the subject with militant zeal. “They call me a freedom fighter,” Bosmic said. “But ours is not through guns. Our guns are the microphones. The mic is the biggest weapon.”

As with many others here, war and all of its attendant problems have dominated Bosmic’s life. He was born in Kitgum, a province close to the border of South Sudan, but his parents died in a civil war in the ’80s, when a southwestern Ugandan resistance movement led by Yoweri Museveni overthrew the government and established a de facto military regime with democratic flavoring—which Museveni still rules over today, still as president of Uganda.

After he was orphaned, Bosmic came under the care of the bishop at a Protestant church in Gulu, where he played a traditional stringed instrument called the adungu and sang for the church. “When I was in the church, others were already singing this ‘world music,’” he said. “But to me, they were not bringing out the message I wanted to pass to the world. Their music was full of obscenity, talking about love only. We have got so many orphans who need help in the world. We have got victims of war, wars around the world. So I thought it wise I should join, so that I also pass the message to the world.”

As he grew into his teens, Bosmic began writing lyrics loaded with Christian themes and political messages. Eventually, inspired by the late South African reggae artist Lucky Dube, he himself took on the name “Lucky” and produced a string of Afrobeat-style songs using the music programming software FruityLoops, the inexpensive, easy-to-master backing band of most northern Ugandan singers.

With cheap cassettes of his music sold in the market, and his songs playing on Mega FM, Bosmic quickly took on a devoted following, mostly in the Acholi districts of northern Uganda. He incorporated English lyrics into his songs to reach a wider audience, and became something of a regional icon when the low-budget music video for “Peace Return” showed up on YouTube a year ago, boosting international awareness of this often-overlooked war.

There is a telling contradiction between the stark messages of Bosmic’s lyrics and their backdrop of reggaeton beats, squeaky-clean instrumentation, and uplifting melodies: His music bursts with hope, but songs like “Suicide Drinking” are also dogged by anger and frustration about a broken Acholi society.

Gulu, a small town where hundreds of international aid organizations and local, small-time NGOs are headquartered, is full of bars and clubs. In the three weeks my traveling partner and I spent there, a party scene thrived. Scores of locals and expats alike spent long nights drunk on Ugandan beer and liquor, shooting pool and grooving to Bob Marley, American R&B, dancehall covers of songs like Tracy Chapman’s “Fast Car,” and Acholi crowd-pleasers with relentlessly fast beats.

Music and dance are cornerstones of culture in Acholiland, the central districts of the north. Norman Okot, a music and dance trainer at Health, Education, Literacy, and Sports (HEALS), a Gulu-based nonprofit for war-scarred children, told me that the Acholis have a dozen traditional dances, each geared toward a specific activity: the Bwola, or royal dance, for the coronation or death of a king; the “war dance”; and the Laraka Nraka and Ajere, courting rituals for boys and girls. “Anything to do with life in Acholi, whether life, or death, or pleasure, is always accompanied by dancing,” Okot said.

So it is with northern Uganda’s contemporary music. The north’s nightclub scene, locals told me, often serves as a venue for dancing and drinking away the horrific memories of war and the difficulties of everyday life. “If you go to my village, there is a dance hall,” said Stellah Akello, an Acholi college student from a village near Gulu. “If you go to my mother’s village, there is a dance hall. People are tired of war. They want peace of mind.”

Yet the happy excesses of the clubs sometimes mirror the more poisonous excesses of the men who wallow in the hundreds of Internally Displaced Person camps scattered across the region. An estimated two million people have been displaced during the war. Many of them were forced to move into these unsanitary camps of crude mud-brick huts, starkly different from the lush forests of trees, elephant grass, and corn and cassava crops that surround them. Traumatized and unable to work their fields because of the LRA rebels stalking the bush, many men in the camps turned to alcohol. Today, aid workers and camp residents say, lots of men still laze away their days drinking locally brewed beer, while their wives take care of the family.

Alcohol, aid workers and residents say, fuels the gender-based prejudice, domestic violence, and rape endemic in Acholiland. Sometimes, aid workers and residents say, men will even steal the food aid their wives pick up from the World Food Program in order to buy more alcohol.

In “Suicide Drinking,” Bosmic blasts the widespread use of alcohol as an escape. “They are trying to drink off their lives,” he said.

It may be peaceful in northern Uganda these days, but the war isn’t over yet. The LRA has continued attacking villages and abducting children in villages near rebel hideouts in Central Africa, destabilizing the region and stoking fear. In Uganda, thousands of IDP camp residents have no means to go home. By all accounts, Ugandans will only believe the war is finished once Kony has signed a final peace agreement. But he failed to show up for the signing last April, and rebuffed negotiators again in late November. The Ugandan military has considered taking on the LRA in a renewed military campaign, but Acholis will only be able to fully restore their society after the war ends, international aid workers and Ugandans say. And reconstruction is, itself, an extremely daunting undertaking. “Where do we begin? Educationally, we are nowhere. Economically, we are nowhere. Politically, we are nowhere,” Bosmic said. “We are crippled. We don’t have legs.”

To Bosmic, the Acholis’ only remaining wealth is the thick greenery and fertile soil of the land, which they have depended on for survival for hundreds of years. Last June, he pulled out a notebook with lyrics scribbled on the lined pages, and showed me a new song he was about to record.

The song is called “Kakana,” Luo for “My Tribe,” and it sends a sobering warning: “Don’t sell off your land.” 

Northern Uganda

Amuru IDPs to pay ground rent (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Amuru_IDPs_to_pay_ground_rent_76858.shtml 

Landlords in Amuru District have issued a warning to tenants that they would start levying taxes on the formerly displaced persons still living in camps.

The landlords said since there is peace in the region, there is no reason as to why the IDPs should not return to their homes. “We want to make use of our land for development, if the IDPs are still stuck on it, the best option would be charging them some amount of money at the end of every month,” Mr Nabdudhal Okwonga, a land owner in Alero Sub-county, said. “A total number of 2,000 IDP’s have stayed on my land for the last 20 years, they have to begin paying me at least Shs5,000 per house hold per month,” he added.

Mr Okwonga told Daily Monitor on Thursday that the government promised them a token of appreciation for keeping IDPs but has since not done so. “Our land has degenerated for a long time. We need assistance from the government so that our land can be used for other purposes like fighting poverty in our homes,” he added.

The Amuru General Purpose committee chairperson, Ms Margaret Adong, said returning is a process and if the IDP policy still stands, they have their right to return willingly and voluntarily. “We are working closely with our development partners to resettle the IDPs and for land related issues, the elders are marking out the demarcations,” Ms Adong said. 

In Dokolo District, many IDPs who left camps, now rent rooms ranging between Shs3,000 and Shs6,000 per month. The landlord said the directive will be effective by May next year.

The government declared a voluntary return of all IDPs in 2006 the greater north after rebels of the Lords Resistance Army led by Joseph Kony entered into peace talks in the South Sudan capital of Juba. Kony has since failed to sign the final peace agreement.
IDPs to return home soon (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/664574 

AMURU - Residents of Pabbo sub-county who are still living in the internally displaced persons’ (IDP) camps are to return to their homes by the end of January. The sub-county LC3 chairman, Christopher Ojera, said most of the IDPs were cutting grass to thatch their houses. He said many of them had left the main camp and resettled in small camps near their villages.
NUSAF told to account for funds (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/664573 

COMMUNITY members of the 38 Northern Uganda Social Action Fund (NUSAF) sub-projects in Gulu and Amuru districts have been given until Christmas to account for over sh50m. 

This was disclosed by the acting district technical officer, Dr Tony Aliro, while speaking to The New Vision on Friday. 

He said some members received money six months ago but had failed to account for it. 

“They should hurry with the accountability so that Christmas does not find them in prison,” he said. 

He said they had received more sh500m from NUSAF Management Unit for the completion of 36 community development initiatives in the two districts. 

Aliro added that much of the money was being spent on roads, schools, health centres, maternity wards and the construction of staff houses. 

He said over 90% of the money received had been accounted for. 

The first phase of the project ends in March.

Karamoja

Court martial jails Karimojong warriors (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664600 

THE UPDF 3rd Division Court Martial sitting in Moroto district has jailed 13 Karimojong warriors for periods of four to nine years for illegal possession of firearms. 

The warriors were arrested during the army’s cordon and search operation to recover illegal firearms that have continued to facilitate cattle rustling and aggravated robbery. 

According to the Division spokesman, Lt. Caesar Olweny, the court presided over by Col. John Baptist Mulindwa from December 9 - 12, also freed 72-year-old Meron Elupe because of his advanced age and 14-year-old Bosco Topoth on account of being a minor. 

Olweny said the warriors include Lola Lochu, Amin Lomengor, Loroth Apalongor, Mariko Longol, Lokilu Mukwa and Lotopocho Lokorityang. 

The others are, John Lokelo, Logip Apanapel, Muya Atchang, Siloy Lowol, Zakaria Longole, John Kotol and Sagal Mukek. 

The court also charged 11 other warriors with the illegal possession of firearms and remanded them to Moroto Prison after they denied the charges. 

In the same court, Private Lameck Ouni was jailed for 12 years and dismissed from the army for accidentally shooting a colleague dead. 

Olweny said on Friday the army recovered six machine guns from different areas. 

The spokesman disclosed that a daily average of 10 guns are recovered from the warriors. 

The army has also intensified security operations in the sub-region ahead of the festive season.
Army steps up Karamoja security (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Army_steps_up_Karamoja_security_76857.shtml 

The UPDF has stepped up security in Karamoja region as the festive season draws near. The move aims at protecting residents and their cattle from warriors who often attack the region and raid animals, the new UPDF 3rd division spokesman Lt. Caesar Olwenyi Otim said. 

He replaced Capt. Henry Obbo who is going to US for training. 

Lt. Otim said given the complicated nature of Karamoja region, the army keeps on changing tactics to ensure the region is pacified. 

He said the army had strengthened patrols and ambushes during the festive season, which cattle raiders may take advantage of. 

He said the army last week foiled a raid by warriors believed to be from Lorengdwat Sub-county in Nakapiripirit District. The warriors, according to Lt. Otim, had raided 120 animals from Amudat Sub-county but the 407 army brigade acted quickly and recovered all the animals.

“We took quick action after getting a tip from leaders that warriors from Lorengdwat had attacked Amudat Sub-county and raided 120 animals,” Lt. Otim said. “We managed to recover all the animals but the eight warriors escaped,” Lt. Otim told Daily Monitor in an interview last week. He said, however, the army is still pursuing the warriors to recover the guns they used to raid.  

Pacifying Karamoja has taken quite long although the disarmament exercise started two years ago. The army attributed the delay to the high number of illegal guns in the region. 

Lt. Otim said there are efforts to ensure that no more illegal guns enter the region,  adding that the situation is improving since soldiers have been deployed in Kotido and Kaabong districts which have been the majors routes used to smuggle in guns.

Health 
Health Services: Anti-graft organisation exposes dirt in Koboko (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/664548 

ROSE Tabu’s child has just turned three-and-a-half months, ready for another round of vaccination. She has to walk 21km to the health centre with the child since there is no public transport in the area. 

The sun is baking hot, but that does not stop her since the well-being of her child is paramount. With a few stops at the roadside, Tabu finally makes it to Kuluba Health Centre II at around 11:00am. To her dismay, the health worker administering the jabs asks her to pay sh1,000 for arriving “late”. The deadline is 10:00am. She pleads that she does not have the money, but the health worker cannot hear of it. She walks to a friend in the nearby trading centre from whom she borrows the sh1,000. Payment is made and the child is immunised. 

This is one of the vices that the Anti-Corruption Coalition Koboko has unearthed in the delivery of health services in the district. The coordinator, Stephen Todoko, says they have been deployed to track the delivery of social services in public institutions in Arua and Koboko districts. 

After two months, the monitors have discovered that health workers at the lower health units in Koboko impose charges for routine immunisation services which are meant to be free. Other vices include: apathy among health staff to work in rural areas, absenteeism, late coming and early departure from duty, unethical behaviour and levying charges for the use of the district ambulance. 

At Kuluba Health Centre II, it was discovered that vaccinators, who are volunteers, charge between sh500 and sh1,500 for the service. “Some mothers had their children’s vaccination cards confiscated for non-payment,” Todoko said. 

Koboko is one of the districts in the West Nile region which have done so well in the immunisation programme. Statistics collected between January and July this year indicate that polio vaccination coverage was 93%, diphtheria, 103% and measles 74%. The overshooting percentage is as a result of the Congolese who cross the border to access vaccination services. 

The in-charge of Kuluba Health Centre, Isaac Lomo, acknowledged the report, but said the charges were being imposed without their knowledge. Joseph Yakani, a senior nursing assistant, said: “One time I found him with several confiscated cards and I ordered him to return them immediately.” 

The writer visited the centre recently and established that no disciplinary action had been taken against the offender. However, the offender said: “We do not have enough money to buy stationery. Sometimes we ask mothers who bring their children for sh100 to enable us buy pens.” 

He said the other option would be to use part of his salary to buy pens, but this was not possible since they had not been paid since July. The volunteers are paid sh5,000 per outreach post and since the offender covers four posts, he earns sh20,000 per month. 

The district health officer, Dr Alfred Driwale, said the late payment of allowances was no excuse for one to levy charges for services meant to be free. “We cannot tolerate such behaviour. I am going to follow it up immediately,” Driwale said. 

He blamed the late payment of the volunteer’s allowances on their reluctance to open up bank accounts. 

The anti-corruption group stated that patients pay between sh30,000 and sh40,000 to be transported to the health centre IV in Koboko town, while those referred to the regional referral hospital in Arua parted with sh80,000. 

Driwale said the ministry gave them the vehicle without a budget for fuel and maintenance. 

“We agree it is unfair, but with a small budget, we cannot run a free ambulance service. We would rather concentrate on servicing it to remain on the road than grounding it when it breaks down,” Driwale said. 

He said they had abandoned four ambulances since 1998 due to lack of maintenance funds, an experience they would not want repeated. 

According to the report, of the four health workers posted to Bamure Health Unit, only three reported. At Ludara Health Unit, only five out of nine reported, while at Kuluba only two out of five turned up. Two were posted to Oraba, but one has been working since March. Some of the absconders, the report said, preferred to remain at Koboko Health Centre IV and the district health office, fearing to work in remote areas. 

Driwale said they had conducted investigations which revealed that many of the absentees were still in school for further studies, a fact they hid from the district service commission. 

Hospitals lack drugs, says survey (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664609 

ESSENTIAL medicines are too expensive for the poor and most vulnerable people in Uganda. 

Surveys organised by the Coalition for Health Promotion and Social Development indicate that 59% of the public health facilities have the 40 cheapest and regularly prescribed medicines. 

They showed that the private hospitals and NGOs were three times more expensive than the international reference prices. This makes medicines unaffordable to the lowest paid government worker. 

The reports indicate that there is a disparity between public facilities in urban and rural areas. Whereas 73% of hospitals in urban areas had essential medicines, only 56% of hospitals in rural areas had them. 

Denis Kibira, the manager of the coalition, urged government to increase funds to ensure an equitable availability of medicines and health supplies in public health facilities. 

He said essential medicines are those that satisfy the priority health care needs of the population. Medicine like amoxicillin capsules, septrin tablets and diclofenac tablets, gentamycin injection, fansidar, quinine injection and tetracycline eye ointment. 

“They are intended to be available within the context of functioning health systems at all times in adequate amounts, in the appropriate dosage forms, with assured quality and at a price the individual and the community can afford,” Kabira said. 

He said lack of health financing mechanisms like health insurance and irrational use of medicines was compounding the problem. 

“Sometimes patients are given prescriptions for a disease that could have been treated by one or two of the drugs.” 

Kibira was on Tuesday presenting a paper on “International human rights and access to medicines in Uganda” during a regional workshop on the right to health at Ridar Hotel, Mukono. 

He called for a medicine pricing mechanism and the institutionalisation of the rational use of medicines in the health system. 

Malaria: It is cheaper to fight the disease with nets than with drugs (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/664547 

By Dr John Bahana

NOT every Ugandan understands the causes and effects of malaria. Yet, virtually every Ugandan has suffered from malaria or has had a relative or neighbour afflicted by the disease. 

Dr Paul Kagwa of the Ministry of Health has spent the best of his 20 years in health promotion working on increasing awareness on health and economic effects of the disease. He is now a proud holder of a doctorate of philosophy from a study he conducted on improving the welfare of the poor facing the malaria scourge. He carried out a study on the effectiveness of societal marketing of insecticide treated nets in Uganda between 1996-2006. 

Malaria kills more people in a year than what HIV/AIDS would in 15 years. So what does Kagwa reveal in his five- year study? And why the passion to empower communities about their health? Malaria does not only cause ill-health and death, but has a great impact on the social and economic development of the people. The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates that malaria slows economic growth in Africa by up to 1.3% a year, while malaria-free countries on average grow three times higher. 

In his dissertation, Kagwa reviews the effects of malaria on the health and economic development of Ugandans, dissecting it into the most vulnerable group; women and children below five years; HIV/AIDS victims and poor people. He notes that poor people are most vulnerable to malaria because they cannot afford proper housing. It is not, therefore, surprising that malaria plays a major role in keeping people poor. 

Kagwa also sought to identify the effectiveness of marketing insecticide-treated nets, one of the elements of malaria prevention that the Ministry of Health and donors have, over the past 10 years, been touting to be an effective strategy. Kagwa observes that there seems to be no local name that would easily catch the eye of the rural population. He focused his study to the period between 1992-2006, assessing the achievements and shortcomings of the fight against malaria using insecticide treated mosquito nets. 

Kagwa explains that it is cheaper to use treated mosquito nets to protect the population than treating them. Using malaria infection rates of 0.98 per person per year among children under five, and 0.64% in old patients, the amount of money that would be saved if malaria were to be controlled. If calculated by the cost of treating a single episode and number of times a person falls sick and the cost of drug, then Uganda spent more than $83m in 2004, according to WHO. On the other hand, using treated mosquito nets, the total amount spent to protect the population would be $88m over three years (the effective lifetime of the nets). 

High prices of nets 

Most people, especially in rural areas, cannot afford the nets. Nets coverage, therefore, tends to be higher in urban areas. The high price of nets is the major reason why the coverage is low. There are also other factors that play a major role in determining acceptability of mosquito nets. These, according to Kagwa, include age, household location, lifestyle, sleeping habits and income levels. 

To address the above hindrances, there is need to apply marketing principles to create awareness about the use of the nets. Hence a discipline called “Societal Marketing” was born. This combines traditional approaches to social change with commercial marketing and advertising techniques. Kagwa’s dissertation goes on to explain the planning process in marketing products such as insecticide- treated nets, the 5Ps +4Ps. The Ps stand for Price, Product, Place, Pace and Promotion, add; Publics, Partnership, Policy and Purse strings. In societal marketing, the goal is to improve a particular condition of public health. It is this societal marketing of treated nets that has been used as an intervention in preventive malaria. 

Need for external support 

Dr Kagwa found that societal marketing is not realistic in a poorly-resourced population such as ours; it cannot survive without external support, cannot create and sustain demand of treated mosquito nets among the poor and it cannot effectively identify and target the audience that is worst hit by malaria. 

And here is Kagwa’s verdict: Insecticide-treated nets were introduced and became a white elephant venture. To quote Kagwa: “…the application of societal marketing of the nets has greatly exacerbated rather than improved the welfare of the poor who are(sic) confronted with malaria.” 

Although Kagwa thinks his conclusions will be a huge alarm bell to many advocates of the nets, what he terms an “elitist group” that is pro the nets, followers of preventive malaria will agree with him. 

Thence, he says the nets have been largely embraced by the intended consumers and he believes that malaria is perceived by the rural poor differently from the designers of the strategy. 

Kagwa recommends that the insecticide-treated nets project should be sweetened with a more acceptable local name borrowing from such name tags as “Entandikwa or Bonna Bagaggawale”. 

He also argues that more measured levels of aggression should be applied in marketing the commodity. 

He believes the demand and supply equation has been inadequately addressed and until this is done, a victorious war against malaria using the nets will not be declared any sooner. It is worth noting that no single intervention eliminated malaria from any country, except indoor residual spraying. The conclusion is mine.
The writer is a private sector senior consultant scientist involved in indoor residual spraying for malaria control 

Email: john.bahana@gmail.com 

Study links ARVS to diabetes (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/664551 

IT IS a silent disease. Little is said about it, but, according to the World Daibetes Foundation, every 10 seconds it claims a life worldwide. Diabetes, according to medical reports, will increase by 93% by 2010 in Africa. 

Figures from the diabetes foundation indicate that the disease is increasing, especially in the developing world. What is more worrying, however, is the fact that anti-retroviral drugs, used in the treatment of AIDS patients, are closely linked to the increase in diabetes cases. 

Prevalence of HIV/AIDs 

At the end of 2007, women accounted for 50% of all adults living with HIV worldwide, and for 59% in sub-Saharan Africa. According to the World Health Organisation, more than one million HIV-positive people receive anti-retroviral therapy in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Dr. Kaushik Ramaiya, a consultant physician from Tanzania, says: “The longterm use of anti-retroviral drugs (ARVs) leads to diabetes.” Ramaiya says ARVs increase the levels of insulin and cholesterol (a waxy substance produced by the liver and found in certain foods) in the blood. HIV-infected patients on highly active anti-retroviral therapy have significantly increased blood fat levels. 

According to health experts, the anti-retroviral drugs increase fat levels in the blood and in the waist and stomach area. The drugs can also cause fat on the arms, legs, face and buttocks to move to the stomach. A research report from Australia’s Garvan Institute indicates that excess weight around the waist can increase a person’s chances of developing cardiovascular disorders including diabetes. 

The lead author of the study, which was published in the journal Obesity, Katherine Samaras, said the findings indicate that older anti-retrovirals can give many HIV-positive patients the same level of diabetes and heart disease risk seen in obese people with inactive lifestyles. 

The study found that anti-retrovirals could cause fat cells to create molecules which promote diseases like diabetes. Samaras adds: “When fat cells are healthy, they help maintain our metabolism, but if they become too large or are affected by drugs, such as HIV medications, they can produce numerous chemicals linked to heart disease and diabetes. 

The chairman of the Uganda Diabetes Association, Prof. Andrew Otim, says even without ARVs, being infected with HIV can damage the pancreas, leading to diabetes. “Once the pancreas is attacked and its cells are destroyed, one easily gets diabetes.” The pancreas secretes insulin, which is of fundamental importance in the handling of glucose. If the pancreas is not functioning properly, diabetes may develop. 

Otim also says other diseases like tuberculosis and cancer also affect the pancreas. He adds that: “Stress that may envelope the patient on knowing that he or she is HIV-positive can also unmask diabetes.” 

The bad news is, newer classes of drugs which do not cause fat redistribution, are too expensive for most people, researchers say. Samaras explains : “There are drugs on the market which do not have these side effects though they are too expensive for most people. The primary concern is to optimise viral suppression, that is, reduce the virus load in the body, to minimise its effects.” She adds that physicians should ensure that their HIV-positive patients are regularly screened for diabetes. 

Diabetes cases rising 

The death rates from diabetes are predicted to rise by 25% over the next decade. Seven out of ten countries with the highest number of people living with diabetes are in the developing world. It is increasing faster in the world’s developing economies than in developed countries. 

Diabetes is responsible for over one million amputations each year, a large percentage of cataracts and at least 5% of worldwide blindness is due to diabetic retinal disease. 

The leading cause of diabetes was once thought to be heredity (passed on from parents to children). It is still a major factor but the leading cause of today is being overweight. 

Diabetes often goes undiagnosed because many of its symptoms seem harmless. Recent studies done by several diabetes associations show that the early detection of diabetes symptoms and treatment can decrease the chance of developing complications of the disease. Symptoms include frequent urination, excessive thirst, extreme urine, unusual weight, and increased fatigue. Others are irritability and a blurry vision. 

What to do 

Whether you are overweight or not, eating a poor diet is a cause of diabetes. Eat foods with fibre like whole grains, fresh fruits and vegetables. The UK food standards agency recommends eating a diet that is low in fat, sugar and salt 

and high in starchy carbohydrate foods, such as bread, chapatti, rice, pasta and yams. 

Leading a sedentary lifestyle is also a factor. Exercise at least three times a week, for 30 minutes each time, five days a week. 

FACTS ABOUT DIABETES 

What it is 

Diabetes is an incurable condition in which too much glucose (sugar) is present in the blood, because of either a partial or complete reduction of insulin production 

Diabetes is one of the major causes of death. Every 10 seconds a person dies from diabetes-related causes. 

Causes 

The leading cause of diabetes is being overweight. When you are overweight, your body becomes more resistant to insulin. This is particularly true if your Body Mass Index (BMI) is greater than 30%. 

Body Mass index 

Measure your waist to find out your BMI. If you are female and your waist is bigger than 35 inches, or if you are male and your waist is bigger than 40 inches, you are at risk of developing diabetes. 

Types 

lThere are two main types of diabetes. Type 1 diabetes and Type 2 diabetes 

Type 1 diabetes is commonest in people under 30 years and may appear in early childhood. It is treated with insulin injections. 

In people with Type 2 diabetes, the body is able to produce insulin but is unable to use it properly. It can be controlled with a proper diet and medication.
HIV transmission: Will criminalising it curb the spread? (New Vision)


" 

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/664549 


FREDA Nabonwe, 31, left her husband after years of abuse. When he found her, he raped her; an act that is ignored in Uganda when it occurs within a marriage. 

Nabonwe later tested HIV-positive and discovered that at the time of rape, her husband knew he was infected. When she confronted him about it, he said they had to die together. 

Would a law criminalising HIV transmission have protected Nabonwe or, at the very least, given her an opportunity for legal redress? The Government, legal and AIDS experts as well as gender activists have been grappling with this question in the recent months, after laws were passed in some countries allowing prosecution for HIV exposure or transmission. 

Some countries in Sub-Saharan Africa have instituted a law to penalise people who wilfully infect others with HIV. 

Women have been cited to often lack the power to insist on condom use or faithfulness from their partners, so it is believed such laws will protect them. But experts argue that applying criminal law to HIV transmission will achieve neither criminal justice nor curb the spread of the virus. They say it will, instead, increase discrimination against people living with HIV and undermine public health and human rights. 

UNAIDS has urged governments to limit criminalisation to cases where a person knows he or she is HIV-positive and acts with the intention to transmit the virus. The reality is that intentional acts of HIV transmission are rare, so in most instances, criminal prosecutions are not appropriately applied. 

In Switzerland, this year, a man was jailed for infecting his girlfriend with HIV, yet he was unaware of his status. In Texas, USA, a court recently sentenced a man living with HIV to 35 years in prison for spitting on a police officer, although the chances of the officer being exposed to the virus were negligible. 

Such laws are normal to the developed world and the trend is growing in Africa, where the HIV prevalence rate is high. 

In Uganda, the proposed HIV legislation is not limited to intentional transmission, but also requires HIV-positive people to reveal their status to their sexual partners. It also allows medical personnel to reveal someone’s status to their partner. 

Most legislative development has taken place in West Africa, where 12 countries recently passed HIV laws. In places like Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone, Mali and Niger, a woman can be criminally charged with not taking the necessary steps to prevent HIV transmission to her unborn baby, such as taking antiretroviral drugs during pregnancy. 

In 2004, participants from 18 countries held a workshop in N’djamena, Chad, to adopt a model law on HIV/AIDS for West and Central Africa. According to Richard Pearshouse, the director of research and policy at the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, the law was far from “model”. But he maintains that it is a broad definition of “wilful transmission” and could be used to prosecute HIV-positive women for transmitting the virus to their babies during pregnancy. 

People living with HIV have expressed concerns that the growing trend to criminalise HIV infection places legal responsibility for HIV prevention solely on those living with the virus, and dilutes the message of shared responsibility. 

UNAIDS has warned that using criminal law in cases other than intentional transmission could create distrust in relationships with healthcare workers, as people may fear the information will be used against them in a criminal case. 

Some policy makers have called for HIV legislation as a means to protect women from HIV infection, but the irony is that sometimes these laws may result in women being disproportionately prosecuted. Many women find it difficult to negotiate safer sex or to disclose their status to their partners. 

A draft HIV bill has good intentions but could backfire 

AIDS activists have slammed the proposed new law that will force HIV-positive people to reveal their status to their sexual partners; and to allow medical personnel to reveal someone’s status to their partner. 

They argue that the law will make people reluctant to get tested, hence hindering efforts of prevention. The HIV Prevention and Control Bill (2008) is intended to provide a legal framework for the national response to HIV as well as protect the rights of individuals affected by HIV. 

Activists agree that Uganda needs legislation to guide its HIV policy. “We want the law; as a matter of fact, we are overdue in having a legal framework,” says Beatrice Were, a leading HIV-positive campaigner. However, activists are concerned that the bill in the current form could worsen the difficulties many HIV-positive people experience. Pregnant women will have to undergo compulsory testing, which proponents said would increase the number of women accessing prevention of mother-to-child HIV transmission services. 

In 2007, only 600,000 pregnant women of the 1.4 million were tested for HIV; 91,000 of whom were infected. 

The Uganda AIDS Commission chief Dr. David Kihumuro Apuuli, told The New Vision that certain sections of the bill needed to be revised, for instance, the provision that HIV status disclosure would be mandatory for couples planning to marry. 

“We have to think about the repercussions of this in a male-dominated society,” he says, noting that many women were afraid of their husbands’ reactions once they revealed their HIV status. At least three women have been killed by their husbands this year because they were HIV-positive, according to Kampala Police records. 

Stella Kentutsi, the programme manager at the National Forum of PHLA Networks in Uganda, says medical practitioners usually have no way of knowing how a spouse or other sexual partners might react and should, therefore, not be permitted to reveal an infected person’s HIV status. “Even if the partner has a right to know, forceful revelation is not okay,” she says. 

Wilful transmission 

How do you know who infects intentionally and wilfully and who does not? What makes it intentional or wilful? 

The bill also criminalises — with death sentence — the intentional or willful transmission of the virus. President Yoweri Museveni says he supports an HIV/AIDS law that would criminalise deliberate transmission of the virus. 

Lately, there has been a public outcry over media reports of HIV-positive individuals infecting minors, which has gained support for the bill. “If you push for punishment because someone is infected, you are discriminating and undermining the rights of people living with HIV,” Were says. 

Activists say applying criminal law to HIV-risky behaviour is likely to undermine prevention efforts and, rather than encouraging people to know their status, it would deter them from testing for HIV. The bill could also allow the Government to avoid its responsibility to prevent HIV and foist the blame for being positive on infected people. 

“We should avoid creating scenarios where people living with HIV/AIDS are looked at as either criminals or potential criminals,” a recent statement by National Forum of PHLA Networks in Uganda revealed. 

“Rather than introduce laws criminalising HIV exposure and transmission, legislators must reform laws that stand in the way of HIV prevention and treatment.” 

What are the alternatives? 

AIDS activists recommend that instead of applying criminal law to HIV transmission, governments should expand programmes proven to have reduced HIV infection. 

A UNAIDS policy brief released in August urges governments to enact and enforce laws that protect women from sexual violence and discrimination as a more effective way of protecting them from HIV. 

Currently, there is no information indicating that using criminal law will work, says Onyango Oloka, a professor of law and the director of the Human rights and Peace Centre at Makerere University. 

Implications of laws on HIV (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/664550 

UGANDA is looking at criminalising HIV infections to curb transmission. Dr. Chris Baryomunsi, the vice-chairperson of the Parliament’s HIV/AIDS committee, says the national prevalence rate has stagnated at 6.4%. He was presenting a paper at a workshop on HIV legislation at Speke Hotel, Kampala, recently. 

“We have tried all efforts to combat the disease, but why are we registering stagnation? There has been enough funding and each sector has tried its best, so do we need another strategy of combating the disease?” he asked. “We made a private members’ bill and when we consulted the Uganda Law Reform Commission, they were also interested in it. So, we are now consulting stakeholders. It is just a proposal and if the public wants to make any further changes, they are welcome.” 

Baryomunsi says less than 20% of Ugandans know their HIV status. He believes the law will protect those who are still safe. 

“Two thirds of the bill talks of HIV/AIDS prevention, control, protection, rights and obligations of the persons infected. It also states measures to take when caring, supporting and treating infected persons,” Baryomunsi says. 

Dr. Elly Katabira, the associate professor of medicine and former deputy dean for research at Makerere University, says HIV prevention or transmission cannot be stopped by bills. 

“Individuals should make the decision. If an adult has consented to having sex, he or she should know that there are chances of getting infected. Therefore, one should abstain, use a condom or remain faithful to their partner.” 

Katabira says Uganda should limit criminalisation to cases where a person forces another into sex and infects them intentionally. This is a legal issue and it is covered by the current laws. But he says intentional and malicious acts of HIV transmission are rare, so in most instances, criminal prosecutions are not appropriately applied. 

Stella Kentutsi, the programme manager of the National Forum of People Living with HIV/AIDS Networks in Uganda says: “The law places all the blame on people living with the virus for transmitting it to others. This dilutes the messages that could have made the HIV fight a success. It does not even encourage people who do not know their status to test.” She argues that criminalisation of HIV/AIDS will most likely result into more cases of gender-based violence. 

“To avoid breaking the law, women could stop having sex with their husbands or if they disclose their status to their partners, they face the risk of violence, eviction, loss of property and other forms of abuse,” Kentutsi adds. 

Dr. Peter Mugoya, an AIDS counsellor with Bugolobi Children’s Orphanage, says: “Many women are living with the virus and are often not able to access treatment to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV. This means such people may be prosecuted, making pregnancy criminal,” he adds. 

Kentutsi says it may create distrust in relationships between HIV–positive people and their care providers. It will also impede on the provision of quality treatment and care for fear that their HIV status may be used against them in case of a criminal case. 

Mugoya says the law is likely to fuel stigma and fear, reinforcing stereotypes that people living with HIV are criminals. 
Congolese Refugees

Cholera kills three (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Cholera_kills_three_76860.shtml 

At least three people have been confirmed dead and another 64 infected since  cholera broke out at the beginning of this month in camps housing Congolese refugees in Kanungu and Isingiro districts.

The Assistant Commissioner for Refugees in the Office of Prime Minister, Mr Apollo Kazungu, said five cholera cases were reported in Nakivale Refugee settlement in Isingiro District at the beginning of December and two other cases were later confirmed in Matanda Transit Centre in Kanungu District. As of last Friday, Mr Kazungu said six cases had been reported in Matanda, with one confirmed death, while in Nakivale Settlement, 64 cases had been reported, with two deaths. 

Four cases were registered in Nakivale last week as compared to 17 cases in the first week of December while two cases were reported in Matanda as compared to four the cases in the first week. “In an effort to contain the situation, under the coordination of the Office of the Prime Minister and the UN Refuge Agency, UNHCR, most partners such as the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef), the World Health Organisation (WHO), Uganda Red Cross, GTZ and MSF, we are tasked to mobilise the entire refugee community to undertake aggressive hygiene promotion and general clean up,” Mr Kazungu said in a statement to the press on Friday.

Mr Kazungu said products like soap, buckets and sanitary material were being distributed with the help of Uganda Red Cross volunteers, as well sensitisation campaigns on safe hygiene practices. MSF-France also set up primary health care centres with cholera treatment units in both Nakivale and Matanda to deal with the emergency cholera cases.

According to Mr Kazungu, WHO is currently supporting all disease surveillance activities in districts, as well as training doctors and nurses on cholera treatment. WHO also supplied one cholera kit in Matanda, where each kit treats about 100 people, and distributed brochures on general hygiene practices and treatment guidelines on cholera in both Matanda and Nakivale. 

Mr Kazungu added that Kanungu and Isingiro district health offices and MSF are working closely to ensure that the disease is brought under control, as well as ensuring that all medical personnel are sufficiently trained on handling cholera cases. 

Uganda is host to 146,407 refugees mainly from Sudan, DRC, Rwanda, Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Eritrea. This number includes 48,606 Congolese refugees living in refugee settlements in West and South-West Uganda and in Kampala.
Uganda Peacekeeping

Uganda peace force may quit Somalia (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664596 

THE African Union (AU) peacekeeping force in Somalia may pull out if Ethiopia withdraws its forces. Ethiopia invaded Somalia in 2006 and toppled the Islamic Courts’ Union - a hardline Islamist regime - that had been in power for six months. 

“If the Ethiopians pull out of Somalia, the AU force will also pull out because it will not have adequate numbers (of peacekeeping soldiers),” foreign affairs permanent secretary. James Mugume told dpa news agency. 

Ethiopia said in November it would withdraw its several thousand soldiers unconditionally by the end of the year. 

On Thursday, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi broke the news that the AU force would also leave and promised to help about 2,500 Ugandan and Burundian peacekeepers there to pull out. 

However, army spokesperson Maj. Paddy Ankunda said: “We have not yet taken a decision on the withdrawal. We may or may not withdraw.” Ankunda said “at the moment we are in consultations with other stakeholders in the Somali peace process.” 

Ethiopian forces have been battling the Islamists since overthrowing them. A bloody insurgency in southern and central Somalia has been raging on since the early 2007. 

Aid agencies say around 10,000 civilians have died, and over one million have fled as al-Shabaab, a militant splinter group of the Islamists, has made huge gains. 

The insurgent group is now perched on the edge of Mogadishu and is attempting to over-run the ineffective transitional federal government. 

Should both Ethiopia and the AU leave, the only force standing between the insurgents and victory would be a collection of pro-government armed militia and poorly trained recruits. 

Mugume said the AU force would only remain in Somalia if long- standing calls for a UN peacekeeping force to be deployed were answered. 

“If the Ethiopians are replaced by other troops like UN peacekeepers, a number of about 8,000, we will stay,” he said. 

However, the UN has appeared reluctant to deploy and analysts say this is unlikely to change. 

“I do not think there is a realistic prospect for substitute troops,” Roger Middleton, a Horn of Africa analyst at London-based think tank Chatham House, told German Press Agency, dpa. 

The AU force was supposed to have been much larger, but many nations have failed to meet their commitments. As a result, the force is undermanned and overwhelmed. 

Middleton said the AU peacekeepers would have little choice but to leave should the Ethiopians stick to their promise to go. 

Hardline Islamists have refused to talk peace unless the Ethiopians first left Somalia, but it is not clear if they will now come to the table or continue to advance. Al-Shabaab has rejected a peace deal agreed between moderate opposition figures and the government.
Uganda to send 60 policemen to Darfur (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664603 

UGANDA will send 60 more Police officers on a peace-keeping mission to Darfur in Sudan. The officers completed a-two-week United Nations Police training at Colline Hotel in Mukono on Friday. 

“A total of 117 officers passed the interviews for the mission. Sixty are already waiting for clearance from the UN office in Washington DC. They will be leaving any time from now,” said the Inspector General of Police (IGP), Maj. Gen. Kale Kayihura. 

In a speech read by the assistant IGP in charge of research and planning, Julius Sharita, Kayihura said Uganda was committed to keeping peace worldwide. He urged the officers to maintain a high degree of integrity. 

“You should help bring peace without necessarily using force or the gun. Use it only as the last resort,” Kayihura told the officers. He explained that the people in Darfur were already traumatised by violence. 

The officers got skills in community-based policing, report writing and how to deal with vulnerable groups. 

The $225,000 (over sh460m) course was funded by the German government through the Pan- African Police Capacity Building programme. 

It was conducted by the Pearson Peace-keeping Centre under the theme, “The United Nations Core Competencies in Peace Operation”. 

Although Uganda has lost two officers since the beginning of the Darfur operations in 2005, Kayihura said the force had showed a high degree of professionalism. 

The deputy German ambassador, Regine Hess, urged Pearson to train more trainers for peace operations. 

The German government, Hess said, was proud to contribute to international peace and security through training. 

“It is good Uganda wants to send more well-trained officers. This puts the country in a position to contribute positively to other missions,” she said.
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