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UPDF close in on Kony’s base (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_close_in_on_Kony_s_base_76914.shtml 

UPDF infantry forces were last night closing in on the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army bases that were air bombed on Sunday even as the government announced in Kampala that the door remained open to a peaceful resolution of the conflict.

Troops were by yesterday crawling through the dense jungles of north east Democratic Republic of Congo in pursuit of rebel leader Joseph Kony and his fighters as ‘Operation Lightening Thunder’ entered day two.

No details of casualties were available by press time following the Sunday raid which the UPDF carried out in conjunction with South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo forces.
“We suspect Kony was in one of the areas (we bombed),” a spokesman for the operation, Capt. Chris Magezi, told Daily Monitor via satellite telephone link from Dungu in DR Congo, the temporary tactical base for the UPDF.

“We have information the rebels were moving alone leaving their families, so we targeted the fighters’ bases to avoid killing their wives and children.”

Uganda’s nearest border point to Dungu is Arua, several hundred kilometres to the west. 

“We want this operation to be as quick as possible but we shall not walk away without achieving our objective,” Capt. Magezi said. He said two rebel fighters who survived the air raid surrendered to DR Congo troops at Kilwa and were to be transferred to Dungu. 

Brig. Patrick Kankiriho is the overall operations commander deputised by the Air Force Chief of Staff, Col. Moses Rwakitarate and Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba, the commander of the recently-created Special Forces. 

Kony’s whereabouts were unknown by last night although Dr Ruhakana Rugunda, who headed the government team to the failed talks, said in Kampala that the rebel leader was trying to sneak into the Central African Republic.

Addressing delegates to the 10th anniversary of the International Law Institute in Kampala, Dr Rugunda, who was last week named Uganda’s new envoy to the United Nations, said the military offensive had been launched after Kony failed to sign a peace deal on November 30.

“Uganda has tried its best to bring this war to an end,” Dr Rugunda said. “We even took this matter to [the International Criminal Court] knowing that it would help us but up to now the ICC has failed to resolve this matter. Several other attempts have been made but Kony has refused to sign. We have now included a new element of seeking peace and I think he has heard it already.”

Dr Rugunda added, “Kony may have refused to listen to the language spoken to him in Juba but I am sure he has listened to the language spoken to him by the UPDF.”

The government official said, “The government has not closed the door for peace. You will agree with me that Kony needs to be pushed into signing the deal. 

Yesterday’s action was meant to accelerate the signing process. 

The Ugandan government believes this will help the process of finding lasting peace.”

UPDF spokesman Maj. Paddy Ankunda told Reuters news agency yesterday that the army had “reliable intelligence” that the LRA rebels “were preparing to attack Uganda.”

Kinshasa, Kampala and Juba agreed earlier this year to launch joint military operations against the insurgents but South Sudan’s army spokesman, Peter Parnyang, said its soldiers would not cross into Congo to chase the LRA. 

Kony’s fighters were harried by the UPDF into southern Sudan, where they were used as a proxy force to fight Sudanese rebels battling Khartoum’s central government. In 2005, when the Sudanese civil war ended, Kony quit his southern hideouts and moved to Congo. 

The 17,000-strong UN peacekeeping force in the Congo said no decision had been taken on what role it would play in the new offensive against Kony. 

Meanwhile, the opposition Forum for Democratic Change yesterday accused President Museveni of illegally deploying the army across the border. 

“It is really unfortunate that the Commander-in-Chief has turned it into a custom to send our troops outside the Ugandan territory without following the proper channels,” FDC spokesman Wafula Oguttu said yesterday. 

“The Constitution says that if our soldiers are to leave the soil of Uganda, they have to be sanctioned by Parliament and we haven’t t seen Parliament doing so,” he added.

Mr Oguttu said FDC favours a peaceful settlement of the conflict. 

UPDF squeeze kony harder (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664814 

TROOPS from Uganda, South Sudan and the DR Congo yesterday continued their offensive against the LRA, with ground troops advancing on the rebels’ camps in the Garamba jungles. 

Brig. Patrick Kankiriho is commanding the joint offensive code-named Lightning Thunder. He is assisted by Col. Moses Rwakitarate, the Chief of Staff of the UPDF Airforce and Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba of the Special Forces Division. 

“The operation is on until we achieve our objective to destroy LRA and eliminate or capture rebel leader Joseph Kony, ” said spokesperson Capt. Chris Magezi from the command base at Dungu in Congo. “We are sending troops for a ground assault.” 

During the air raid on Sunday, Magezi said, five LRA camps were destroyed by helicopter gun-ships and MiG23 jetfighters. The camps were Nyere, Fuke, Piripiri, Baoute and Bawesi in the Garamba forests. No casualty figures were available yet. 

“The pilots and aircraft did a good job. They hit the enemy camps. One of the camps, Swahili, where Kony was said to be, was thumped thoroughly,” Magezi explained. 

After a thick fog which had reduced visibility, the air force resumed the onslaught, he said. 

Last evening, the allied forces were anxious to receive two LRA fighters who had surrendered to the Congolese forces at Kuliwa. 

Magezi did not say their ranks. He said vehicles, which had been sent to pick them up, would arrive at Dungu today. 

“Those are the first signs of the impact of our attack,” Magezi said. “The LRA is in disarray.” He said the operation was meant to be short but could become protracted until the LRA is wiped out. 

“The regional leaders have decided that they cannot fold their hands when their people are being attacked by terrorists. We painstakingly negotiated a peace agreement for two years only for Kony to refuse to sign. He left us with no alternative,” Magezi explained. 

The UPDF was well received at the Congolese army headquarters and MONUC (the UN force in Congo) unit at Dungu. Magezi said Brig. Mundos Muhindo of the Congolese army briefed them on the area, the people and troop deployment. 

“It was a big brotherly gesture. Our coordination is excellent. This is the spirit we want to maintain because we have a common enemy.” 

On fears that the attack would kill innocent children and women in LRA camps, Magezi said the armies took the issue into consideration. 

“According to our intelligence, LRA fighters have been living separately from their families. These (fighters’ camps) are the ones we have attacked. We will ensure that women, children and captives are spared as we did in northern Uganda and South Sudan.” 

The LRA and the Government have been involved in peace talks since July 14, 2006. The Government of South Sudan and the UN brokered the talks but Kony thrice this year refused to sign the final agreement. 

Kony argued that the International Criminal Court (ICC) should first lift indictments against him for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

South Sudan Vice-President Dr. Riek Machar, the chief mediator, said the LRA had itself to blame. “As long as LRA is not in the assembly area, it’s vulnerable to attack by other forces, that I have told them before.” 

Under the agreement concluded in April, the rebels were expected to assemble in Ri-Kwangba in South Sudan. 

Machar said the mediators would remain ready to facilitate the signing of the final agreement. 

Asked what the fate of Kony could be after the aerial attacks on his hideout, Machar retorted: “Ask the leader of (the LRA) delegation that question.” 

LRA delegation leader David Nyekorach Matsanga said the attack would escalate the war and anguish of the people in the north. He said Kony and his fighters were safe. 

“I have had contact with him today. Everybody is well,” Matsanga asserted. Pressed to state whether no one was injured in the bombardment, Matsanga quipped: “I don’t have the finer details.” 

He accused the UPDF of making pre-emptive attacks whenever the rebels were close to signing a peace agreement. Matsanga said the four times Kony had failed to sign the agreement should not have led to the attack, saying such setbacks were “part of the game” in peace talks. 

“Mandela was in jail for 25 years. He never lost hope. Why do we lose hope so easily?” he lamented. He said the attack came when Kony was preparing to talk to President Museveni directly. “Some people in government want military action. Let them try. As negotiators, we played our part,” Matsanga said. 

The spokesperson of the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army, Gen. Peter Pernyane, said they joined the offensive to protect their citizens. 

“The LRA was harming our people. There were also elements against our government who would harm our people and claim that they were LRA. We want to get rid of that.” 

He said the SPLA would not cross to Congo to pursue LRA unless the rebels attacked Sudan. The LRA threat on its soil overcame Congo’s differences with Uganda, a Kinshasa government spokesman said yesterday. 

“The goal was so important we made a deal with the Ugandans, even if we have not always been in agreement in the past,” Lambert Mende said. 

“Our three governments decided on a joint strike to eradicate this breeding ground of terrorists who take our people hostage, particularly our children.” 

“In view of the seriousness of the threat” and “for that operation alone, we accepted” the deployment of Ugandan troops on Congolese soil. 

Relations between Kampala and Kinshasa have been strained since the 1998-2003 war in the former Zaire, when Uganda sent troops in support of rebel movements. 

Ugandan soldiers close in on LRA rebels bases (TVNZ)

http://tvnz.co.nz/world-news/ugandan-soldiers-close-in-lra-rebels-bases-2421589 

Ugandan ground forces closed in on Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) bases in north-eastern Congo after bombarding the rebels' camps, the army said, in a new push to end one of Africa's longest-running conflicts. 

The offensive agreed by Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo and southern Sudan began on Sunday with an aerial attack against the camps in the remote Garamba National Park in eastern Congo. 

Analysts say regional governments had lost patience with LRA leader Joseph Kony who has repeatedly failed to sign a final peace deal to end fighting that has killed thousands of people. 

"We can confirm that most of (Kony's) camps have been set on fire," said Ugandan army spokesman Major Paddy Ankunda. "It was an air-led operation, then the ground forces were inserted." 

"We had reliable intelligence that they were preparing to attack Uganda ... and also we had the ICC warrants," he said, referring to indictments by the International Criminal Court for Kony and two of his deputies for war crimes. 

With details still sketchy, it was not yet clear whether Kony had been captured, killed or escaped. 

Ugandan government ministers were due to hold a news conference on Tuesday morning about the offensive. 

The self-proclaimed mystic Kony has repeatedly demanded the ICC arrest warrants be dropped before the rebels leave their camps, but analysts said patience was wearing thin. 

"Over the last three years Kony has received a lot of carrots but no sticks," said Julia Spiegel at Enough Project, a US-based group campaigning against genocide and war crimes. 

"Kony proved repeatedly that he was not ready to sign a peace deal and given his attempts boost his military strength he left the governments with little recourse than to use sticks."  

Ugandan-led mission 

Analysts and diplomats in the region said the offensive involved helicopter gunships, jets, ground troops and Special Forces - guided by intelligence from the Congolese army and US electronic monitoring. 

"This was a Ugandan-led mission. The SPLA were on the border and the Congolese had about 2,000 soldiers deployed to the south but it was a couple of hundred Ugandan Special Forces who went in," said an analyst who is following the situation closely. 

"They don't yet know if they got him. If it worked, this could be a good thing," he said. 

Kony's fighters have waged a two-decade war against Uganda's government, mutilating victims, displacing nearly two million and destabilising a vast swathe of central Africa. 

After initial euphoria when a peace process started in mid-2006, LRA rebels have since run amok in the porous borders of Congo, Sudan and Central African Republic, opening a new front in a region racked by insecurity. 

Operating from camps in Garamba, the LRA has attacked several Congolese villages and towns in recent months. 

The rebels have killed dozens of civilians and abducted several hundred, including many children. 

Kinshasa, Kampala and Juba agreed earlier this year to launch joint military operations against the insurgents. 

South Sudan's army spokesman, Peter Parnyang, said its soldiers would not cross into Congo to chase the LRA but would block any fleeing rebels. 

The 17,000-strong UN peacekeeping force in the Congo (MONUC) said no decision had been taken on what role UN peacekeepers would play in the new offensive against Kony.
Uganda Says Rebels Damaged in Sunday Attack (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-12-15-voa24.cfm 

Uganda's military says the rebel Lord's Resistance Army suffered "considerable damage" in the assault on its bases in the Democratic Republic of Congo Sunday.

That assessment from spokesman Chris Magezi Monday came as forces from Uganda, Congo, and southern Sudan continued their offensive against the LRA.

Ugandan army officials say ground troops were inserted after Ugandan warplanes bombed LRA bases in Congo's Garamba Forests on Sunday.
A joint statement from the three governments involved said the attack destroyed the main base of rebel leader Joseph Kony. 

There has been no confirmation of that from independent sources, nor any word on the fate of Kony and his top aides.

David Matsanga, the rebels' lead negotiator in peace talks with the Ugandan government, told VOA that the attack was "very regrettable" and that the world must condemn it.

The LRA has waged a 20-year guerrilla war against the Ugandan government. A 2006 cease-fire ended the fighting in Uganda but the group has become a regional threat, attacking villages and kidnapping people in the DRC, southern Sudan, and the Central African Republic.

Kony and two of his aides are wanted by the International Criminal Court on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The LRA and the Ugandan government have negotiated a peace deal but Kony has failed to show up multiple times to sign the accord.
Leaders from the north laud govt for attacking LRA (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664820 

Northern leaders have lauded the Government for attacking the LRA rebel in Garamba forest. Oyam district chairperson Charles Okello-Engola said rabel chief Joseph Kony had been frustrating the peace talks. 

“I have always told people that Kony does not understand the language of peace talks, but rather the gun. This is a lunatic fond of merciless destruction of innocent lives,” he said in response to media reports that the UPDF had attacked the rebels. 

The Apac district vice-chairperson, Bob Okae, said Kony and his henchmen were fooling the Government by ‘shifting goal posts’ for signing a comprehensive peace deal. 

“We are happy with the joint effort of the three neighbouring countries. LRA is a menace. It must be destroyed so that peace prevails in the region,” Okae noted. 

Aduku LC5 councillor Basil Okello Onac said: “We are jubilating as Kony is being flushed out from his caves. The LRA were re-grouping because the Government delayed to disorganise them.” 

Callers to FM radio stations in Apac expressed happiness and prayed that the rebels would be kept from re-entering Uganda. 

The senior presidential adviser for northern Uganda, Richard Todwong, said: “I am not surprised that Kony has been attacked. People have been patient with him for so long. He was fooling the Government, the Great Lakes region and the international community.” 

The RDC of Moroto, Nahaman Ojwee, said that Government had taken the right step. On the other hand, some cultural, religious and political leaders have criticised the joint attack, saying many abducted children and women could be killed. 

The chairman of Acholi Religious Leaders’ Peace Initiative, Archbishop John Baptist Odama, said: “It is a pity that it has happened. There will be loss of life, which will be sad for humanity.” 

“I thought the two sides were only left with the task of convincing each other to sign the final peace agreement,” he added. 

Odama wondered what would happen if the joint forces instead of bombing the LRA fighters, bombed the abducted children. 

Gulu district chairman Norbert Moa said: “The attack was a betrayal of our aspiration for peaceful resolution. That is hypocrisy. Last week, the President said peace talks would be pursued and even agreed to have direct phone talks with Kony.” 

He said the attack was likely to spill-over to northern Uganda, adding that it would destabilise the peace. 

The prime minister of Acholi chiefdom, Kenneth Oketta, said: “The question is, will the military action bring peace? This does not mean that the peace talks option is closed. The two can go on concurrently.” 

The Muslim Kahdi, Sheik Musa Khelil, said: “The military option is not a solution to the conflict in northern Uganda. The three countries should mind about the abducted children.” 

He said Kony should have been given time to sign the agreement.
Envoys welcome operation (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664816 

Opposition leader in Parliament Prof. Ogenga Latigo has welcomed the attack on LRA bases in Garamba, arguing that the peace talks had reached a stalemate. 

LRA leader Joseph Kony, Latigo said, had become comfortable in his hideout, and refused to sign the final peace deal which had been reached painstakingly. 

“The military could also have become comfortable since Kony was not in Uganda, in which case I didn’t see any prospects of finalising the peace process,” Ogenga Latigo said. “How else would the status quo have been dismantled?” 

However, Latigo feared Kony might unleash terror and abduct innocent people in the West Equatoria region, which borders the Garamba jungles. 

Addressing the FDC weekly briefing at Najjanankumbi, spokesman Wafula Oguttu seemed to contradict Latigo, saying the attack was unconstitutional because it was not sanctioned by Parliament. 

“We are disappointed with our President. This is a country which has a constitution to follow and which he promised to follow,” he said. 

Agreeing with Latigo, British High Commission information officer John Hamilton said the LRA had become a serious military threat, which only regional military cooperation could address. 

Kony and top commanders are wanted at the World Court (ICC) for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Hamilton said there should be no impunity on war crimes and the operation should follow international law. 

The US-based Human Rights Watch, too, welcomed the attack. “It is vital that LRA leaders wanted for heinous abuses against civilians are apprehended and face trial,” Elise Keppler, a senior counsel, said. 

However, she added, effort to arrest the individuals should minimise the risk to civilians and avoid excessive force. 

Lira Municipality MP James Akena (UPC) castigated the attack, saying the majority of the people in the bush were women and children. 

“These are victims of two crimes,” he said. “We failed to protect them in their homes which led to their abduction. Now we are bombing them.” 

Foundation for Human Rights Initiative chief Livingstone Ssewanyana said if all options had failed, and the rebels were unwilling to sign the peace agreement, the states in the region had the duty to protect their people. 

However, Kitgum MP Beatrice Anywar said the Government had always wanted the military option. “The Government’s deadlines were provocative and made the LRA think that the peace agreement was not in good faith. 

She also said the Government had not looked at the impact of fresh fighting and Kitgum residents had began to return to the camps. 

“In whose interest did Museveni and his government take the military option?” she asked. 

Isha Otto Amiza (Oyam South) said it was illogical for UPDF to resume fighting after failing to defeat Kony militarily for 20 years. “Peaceful means would bring lasting solutions,” he said. 

Dokolo MP Felix Okot Ogong said he supported a peaceful settlement of the war. “Resumption of the war means resumption of suffering of the people in the north. I appeal to the Government and Kony to stick to peace negotiations.” 

Aswa MP Reagan Okumu said dialogue was better so as to rescue abducted children held by Kony. Resuming fighting, he added, means killing innocent children. 

“I wonder whether it’s a rescue mission or an offensive,” he asked. “If it’s an offensive, the Government lacks the moral authority to attack children it failed to protect and rescue.” 

Piro Santos (East Moyo) said it was important for the Government to protect Uganda’s territorial integrity. “The Government is executing this mandate. Nevertheless, it should continue pursuing peaceful means.” 

Anti-LRA offensive could backfire – activists (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=81960 

Peace activists in northern Uganda have criticised a weekend air and ground assault by the armed forces of Uganda, Southern Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) against several Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) camps in north-eastern DRC. 

The activists warned the operation could derail a two-year peace process that had brought "some normalcy" to northern Uganda. 

“It is unfortunate; life will be lost and that is not of any benefit to humanity," Bishop John Baptist Odama, the Catholic Archbishop of Gulu, said. "The state we had reached was merely to agree and iron out the ICC [International Criminal Court] indictments. We thought that they will wait and then we find a better way forward.” 

Nobert Mao, Gulu district council chairman and also spearheading attempts to find a peaceful solution to the conflict, expressed shock at the operation and said leaders in northern Uganda felt betrayed. 

"We feel betrayed because we expected them to wait for the UN envoy, Joachim Chissano, to make his report to the UN Security Council and any actions thereafter should have been done under a bigger umbrella organisation that has been supporting the peace process,” Mao said. 

He added: "It [is] the height of hypocrisy because [Ugandan] President Museveni and Ruhakana Rugunda [Uganda's chief government negotiator in the talks with the LRA] have been saying that they will stick to the peace process. It is a reckless decision that is likely to provoke the LRA into northern Uganda and wreak havoc again." 

Ugandan army spokesman Paddy Ankunda told IRIN that several LRA camps in the Garamba forest area had been overrun during the joint assault. 

He said one of the aims of the operation was to effect arrest warrants issued by the ICC against Kony and other LRA leaders. 

"The operations were also prompted by the LRA's failure to sign the peace deal," Ankunda said, referring to a final peace agreement Kony had again been slated to sign in November, following several last-minute no-shows resulting from Kony’s demand that he be dealt with by Uganda’s courts, rather than the ICC. 

“[For] those who still think that they can make sense out of the peace process, the door is still open, but as far as we are concerned, the peace was suspended by the mediator as of 1 December," said Ankunda. 

Although five protocols were signed during two years of talks between the Ugandan government and the LRA, a great deal more needs to be discussed to conclude the peace process, according to a new report by the International Crisis Group. http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5804&l=1 

“Grievances over marginalisation and victimisation by the [Ugandan] government, genuine processes of reconciliation based on accountability for all crimes, including those committed by the army and leading to fair reparations, and a credible disarmament incentive for Kony and his men have not been resolved,” warned ICG. 

“Kony does not represent them, but until the legitimate grievances and feeling of marginalisation of northern Uganda’s communities are genuinely addressed, LRA fighters remain a possible vehicle for the expression of northerners’ frustrations.”
How the attack was planned, executed (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/How_the_attack_was_planned_executed_76916.shtml 

Sunday’s lightning raid by a joint force of Ugandan, Congolese and South Sudanese forces on Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army rebel camps was the culmination of months of preparation by the UPDF as a Plan B in case the Juba peace talks failed, Daily Monitor can reveal.

Many of the military drills for the exercise were done in Barlege in Lira, in Kitgum, in Gulu and Singo military training camp in Mubende, according to officers who participated in the preparations spanning over six months. 

The crack unit now deployed in the jungles of the Democratic Republic of Congo to hunt for Kony comprised several elements of the UPDF. The combat troops were picked from the air force, armoured brigade, intelligence, commando unit, marines and paratroopers.

Military sources, speaking on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the matter, told Daily Monitor that preparations for ‘Plan B’ began in June when President Museveni issued an order recalling Brig. Patrick Kankiriho from the UPDF 3rd Division in Moroto, where he was a division commander, to camp in Pader. 

He was later followed by Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba, the First son who is also the commander of the Special Forces after he was discharged from the Presidential Guard Brigade to join the regular forces. The Chief of Staff of the Air Force, Col. Moses Rwakitarate, an equally young and energetic officer was drafted onto the team.

Meanwhile, the troops on the border regions, including those inside Sudan, were put under a new group in the UPDF that has come to be called the “new generation”. Most of the commanders in this group are said to be in their 40s and fairly better trained and educated than the older generation of army officers.

The military preparations were boosted by defections from the LRA ranks and bloody internal purges among its officers which saw the execution of Kony’s erstwhile deputy, Vincent Otti. 

Under pressure from the international community, especially the United States, Kampala, Juba and Kinshasa then signed an agreement that would allow joint cross-border operations against rebel groups in the region.

This meant that the UPDF could follow the LRA across the border into DR Congo where the rebels had set up camp in the jungles of Garamba National Park, protected by the harsh terrain, the several thousand kilometres from Uganda’s borders, and the incompetence of the poorly armed, trained and paid DR Congo army.

At a meeting of regional security chiefs earlier in the year, different tasks were given to different actors and other countries in the Great Lakes region affected by activities of the LRA. Monuc forces pledged medical, food and other logistics for the foot soldiers of the United Front against Kony and his commanders, sources told Daily Monitor, while the UPDF and SPLA were tasked to provide intelligence for the mission. The Congolese forces were to take part in combat operations against the rebels.

With the pieces of the puzzle finally coming together, only one piece remained elusive; a peace deal had been agreed and a date – November 30 – pencilled in for Kony to sign. The more pacifist countries among the international community involved in the talks insisted on giving peace one more chance.

The United States had already shown its impatience with the stop-go nature of the talks earlier in the year when its top diplomat on Africa, Ms Jendayi Frazer said Washington would not sit by and watch while Kony re-armed in Garamba.

After one of his numerous no-shows at a signing ceremony in South Sudan, the US ambassador to Kampala, Mr Steven Browning said: “This latest failure to sign, combined with recent atrocities committed by the LRA in eastern Congo, indicate that the LRA leadership is not committed to peace. This in turn calls into question the value of continuing the efforts of regional and international facilitators to advance the Juba peace process.”

After Kony failed to turn up, yet again, on November 30 the pin finally dropped. 

Early on Sunday, months of military preparation gave way to action when UPDF fighter jets took off from Yambio in the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army (SPLA)-controlled territory of South Sudan and attacked LRA bases in Suke, Pilipili, Nyere, Garamba park and Bayoute, all in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Other attack helicopters swooned in from Dungu, where a DR Congo army brigade under the command of Col. Muhindo Mundosi has a base. As the air raids pounded rebel bases, infantry units closed in from Dungu, Yambio, Iba, Yei and Maridi, military sources said. 

The rebel camps that came under lightning attacks were covering a distance of close to 100km. 

Capt Chris Magezi, the operation’s spokesman, said Central African Republic was supportive of the UPDF operations in the area but could not commit forces because of internal problems.

Details of casualties on either side were not available by press time yesterday but this latest offensive, with its regional support and international backing, albeit covert, offers countries in the region the best chance to defeat one of the most notorious armed groups in the Great Lakes region. If successful, it could offer a working model for joint cross-border operations against other armed groups in the region. 

Attack to force Kony to sign peace deal (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664818 

THE joint military operations against the LRA rebels that started on Sunday are aimed at pushing their leader, Joseph Kony, to sign the peace agreement, internal affairs minister Ruhakana Rugunda, said yesterday. 

Rugunda said following Kony’s repeated failures to sign the agreement, the Governments of Uganda, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, where Kony operates, had decided to ‘push’ him into signing the peace agreement. 

“The role being played by the UPDF and our regional friends is to provide a catalyst for Kony to come out and sign the peace agreement. It also serves to remind him that the world will not wait for him to sign. 

“If he refused to listen to the language spoken in Juba, maybe he will listen to the language of the UPDF,” he said. 

Rugunda was making a presentation on ‘harmonising international justice with traditional methods of dispute resolution’, using the Ugandan experience. 

This was at the 10th anniversary celebrations for the International Law Institute at Speke Resort Munyonyo in Kampala. 

He said the operation was also aimed at protecting the civilians in areas where Kony is operating. 

“Our message to Kony is: Come and sign the agreement and don’t harass the civilians,” Rugunda said. 

In a statement issued on Sunday, the UPDF said armed forces had destroyed Camp Swahili, Kony’s main camp. 

“Military operations against these terrorists are continuing and more details will be released as they progress,” the statement said. 

An air force, paratroopers and the infantry are said to be involved in the operation. The forces and military hardware were reportedly airlifted to the war-zone for two days. 

The first target was Kony’s main camp in the densely forested Garamba National Park, where the rebels were supposed to assemble under the August 2006 truce. 

The camp is at the foot of a flat-topped hill, which is embraced by rocks, leaving one entrance. For the last 20 years, the LRA rebels have terrorised northern Uganda, southern Sudan and Congo, killing and maiming thousands of people. 

Citing Sudan, Rugunda said a government can engage in war with rebels and also continue with peace negotiations. 

He explained that the Government had not contravened the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement because it had expired. 

Military offensive must end the war (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Military_offensive_must_end_the_war_76923.shtml 

Peace talks between the government and the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army finally broke down over the weekend when the UPDF, with the help of the armies of South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, attacked LRA positions in Garamba.

The military offensive against the rebels, which came more than two years after negotiations over a peace deal, had become inevitable after LRA leader Joseph Kony failed to turn up, on November 30, and sign a deal that both sides had agreed upon. 

After several instances in which the rebel leader had failed to turn up and raised new queries, the UPDF and other governments that had lent their support to the peace process ran out of patience and chose to pursue a military option against the rebels.

Whilst this newspaper holds a pacifist position on such matters and would chose a peaceful resolution of conflict over war, we appreciate the circumstances leading to the UPDF’s decision to break the truce and attack the rebels. 

Apart from the anxiety over the rebels’ decision to sign the peace deal, reports of killings and abductions by suspected LRA rebels in DR Congo, South Sudan and the Central African Republic lend credence to the view that rebel leader Joseph Kony is not genuinely interested in peace.

While the regional mediators of the talks need to keep the window open to peace overtures – if not from Kony himself then from his more pragmatic lieutenants – the three armies must firmly shut the door to prevent the rebels’ escape from Garamba and keep them from sneaking back into Uganda or wreaking havoc in neighbouring countries.

The UPDF has had more than two years to rearm, draw up new strategies and collect new intelligence about the rebels, their strength and how to deal with them. The top commanders in the army must ensure that this renewed offensive deals a decisive blow to the rebels and their infrastructure. 

The participation of the Congolese and South Sudan armies, as well as the apparent license to cross borders in pursuit of the LRA should ensure that while the rebels can run, they should be unable to hide.

The people of northern Uganda will remain anxious over the renewed fighting and with good reason; it is them who have borne the brunt of the two-decade insurgency.

The UPDF must ensure that the insurgency is destroyed once-and-for-all and that the relative peace in the north over the last 30 months is cemented by a military defeat of the LRA, especially its leaders. 

Kony has played his last card (New Vision – EDITORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/664696 

On the weekend, the UPDF launched an attack on LRA bases in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The attack was backed by the Sudanese and the Congolese armies weeks after the LRA leader, Joseph Kony, refused to append his signature to the most recent peace agreement. 

Kony has never been more isolated in the more than 15 years of northern Uganda insurgency. In 2001, the US black listed the LRA as a terrorist organisation and Kony’s erstwhile backers, Sudan, allowed Uganda to enter southern Sudan to attack his bases. 

Under pressure, he fled to eastern Congo in 2005 and has been known to be roaming north-eastern Congo and even making deadly forays in the Central African Republic. 

In 2005, the International Criminal Court also indicted Kony and several of his lieutenants for crimes against humanity and issued arrest warrants to that effect. 

Kony, in an attempt to win some wriggle room, sued for peace in 2006, a two-year process that made little headway, except to flush out the opportunists who claim to back the rebels. 

The government bent over backward to accommodate Kony against many loud protestations that it was useless talking to the blood-thirsty LRA. 

It is likely that with this attack, a huge part of the LRA remnants maybe decimated, but because of the regional alliance of forces, hopefully Kony himself will be captured or put out of action. 

Far away from home, with a much smaller force around him and more isolated than before, Kony cannot like his chances. 

So the strategic goal of this attack has to be the degrading of Kony’s fighting capacity with his arrest a very welcome bonus. 

Seeing the back of the LRA is critical to the return of northern Uganda as an active participant in the national economy. 

Mr Kony you have played your last card there can be no retreat but the option of surrender is still a possibility. 

Northern Uganda

Kamdulu trial starts (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/664795 

THE hearing of the aggravated robbery case against the former Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) operations commander, Col. Onen Kamdulu, started on Wednesday. 

He had been granted amnesty by the Government. Brenda Alum, a witness, told Gulu High Court that Kamdulu and six other former rebels robbed her at gun point of sh400,000 on October 23, 2007. 

Alum said the incident took place when Kamdulu’s group staged an ambush on Akoro-Apach road. She told court that they also robbed some traders from Apac district of cash and property. 

Kamdulu allegedly carried out the robbery with Odongkara Ajiba, Thomas Opio, Justine Odong, Bitek Okot, Joseph Okot and Ayella Odong. 

Another witness, George Acellam, told court that he was also robbed of sh250,000 by the former rebels on the same day and place. 

Justice Ruby Opio Aweri adjourned the hearing to January 9.
Pader cotton farmers threaten to burn farms (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Pader_cotton_farmers_threaten_to_burn_farms_76908.shtml 

Farmers in Pader District have threatened to burn all cotton farms if a low price is declared at the national level. 

They said the delay to announce the selling price has greatly demoralised their efforts to harvest cotton because they do not have stores to keep and retain it.

“We cannot harvest our cotton now because we do not know the official price and we have no stores,” Mr Deogratius Obwor, a district councillor, said.

He was speaking during a meeting with Uganda Investment Authority (UIA) officials led by Executive Director Dr Maggie Kigozi in Patongo Sub-county in Pader on Friday. 

The farmers and district leadership said the delay by the Cotton Development Organisation (CDO) to declare prices will keep communities in Acholi sub-region poor and will allow cotton buyers to offer low prices.

Efforts to get a comment from CDO Director Jolly Sabune were futile as she was reported to be in a meeting.

“We are determined to stop any buyer from exploiting farmers. Cotton buyers should not expect to exploit the poverty levels to buy at lower prices,” Mr Obwor said.

Mr Obwor was one of the 50 farmers who led UIA officials to tour cotton farms. 

Eastern Uganda

Teso residents thirst for clean safe water (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Teso_residents_thirst_for_clean_safe_water_76896.shtml 

While thousands of Ugandans dwelling in urban areas access clean piped water inside or at door posts of their mansions, to rural inhabitants, safe water is a scarce commodity. People in the countryside largely depend on water from bore holes. And those who cannot access them depend on rivers, valley tanks, ponds and lakes.

In some areas, people share water sources with animals, putting them at risk of contracting waterborne related diseases such as, cholera, bilharzia and typhoid. A 63 kilometre drive from Soroti town to Kagwara landing site in Kadungulu Sub-county shows that life changes for the worst once you start living in this remote area that borders Lake Kyoga.

In Kadungulu sub-county, residents largely depend on stagnant water from Lake Kyoga contaminated by garbage, human and animal waste. And since ‘water is life’, girls and women do not seem bothered when riding bicycles from as far as 12km to the landing site to fetch water.

According to Mr Sam Opolot, a resident of Kagwara village, They had owned a borehole that was constructed by the government but it broke down two years ago. “The borehole was serving three villages of approximately 900 residents in addition to some people from other neighbouring sub-counties,” Mr Opolot says. 

This year’s anti-corruption week marked under the theme, Water is life! Demand and protect it focused on advocating for improving governance and accountability in Uganda’s water sector. 

Mr Opolot says since no one has opted to repair the water source, residents had no alternative but to fetch water from the lake. However, water scarcity doesn’t only affect residents of Kadungulu, but the entire Teso region. 

In Kumi District, residents in some sub-counties line up for six to eight hours at the bore holes to fetch water. 

Mr Copper Olabolo, a care-taker of Mukura Railway borehole says a person who lines up for water at 6a.m can get it at 1p.m. “At times, particularly at sunset, the source fails to produce water. Technocrats advised us to boost its efficiency by inserting three more pipes but residents are not willing to contribute money to buy materials,” Mr Olabolo says. 

He says it’s always a nightmare when a borehole breaks down because fixing it normally take ages and neither the community nor local authorities bother to carry out responsibilities of maintaining it.

Soroti District Water Officer Peter Opwanya admits that the district has a number of challenges in the water and sanitation sector, but blames the mess on residents who mismanage the available water sources. “Whenever we drill a borehole in such areas, residents always abandon it due to salinity water. We have addressed the issue with the ministry for support,”  Mr Opwanya says.

However, the districts Water Users Committee has to charge an operational and maintenance fee which is between Shs500 and Shs1,000 monthly per household so that when there is a breakdown, there is some money to repair the borehole without waiting for money from the district or donors.

The Soroti District vice Chairperson Daniel Ewado, says some people who contribute money for maintaining bore holes are always discouraged by users’ committee members who fail to account for what they collect. “At times water sources break-down and committees fail to produce a single coin of what they have collected in a month,” Mr Ewado says.

The Accu team visited a water point in Nyero trading centre Nyero sub-county, Kumi district that has caused friction between the community and Mr Samuel Opolot, who works in the district water sector.

Residents allege that Mr Opolot has personalised a community borehole for the last two years, denying them access to safe water. They say after it was rehabilitated, Mr Opolot asked them to pay Shs100 per 20 litres jerrican to recover his money.

According to residents, the bore hole in question was constructed by the government but it broke-down and was abandoned for almost a year before Mr Opolot injected in his own money to fix it. 

The bore hole is the only water source in the area serving Nyero trading centre, Kumi University, Nyero Health Centre III and two private schools. It also serves neigbouring areas. However,  Mr Opolot says he is yet to recover Shs300,000 he spent on rehabilitating the source. “I have only managed to recover Shs100,000 and if the community can pay me the balance in installments, I have no reason to push on,” Mr Opolot says.
Health 
Man held for running illegal clinic (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Man_held_for_running_illegal_clinic_76915.shtml 

Police are holding a Kenyan national, who operated an underground clinic that specialised in using oxygen to “treat everything”. 

Mr Sammy Wesonga, 35, who has been illegally practicing medicine in Uganda since September, was arrested last Friday in a night raid on the Ntinda house he had turned into a clinic. 

His arrest comes nearly two months after he performed the “ozone therapy” on his first Ugandan patient, and about nine years after Kenyan police raided his Nairobi clinic and forced him to flee, Mr Wesonga told reporters yesterday. 

For a routine that lasts two hours, Mr Wesonga draws the blood of his patients, oxidizes it, and redirects it back into their bodies, all of which happens simultaneously. 

Mr Wesonga’s dialysis machine, which he claimed to have assembled himself, “uses oxygen to cleanse blood outside the body”, he said, claiming 100 per cent success even in cases of cancer and Aids. 

Mr Wesonga’s services cost Shs600,000. 

“An infected cell can’t withstand oxidation. Within two hours, someone who is not talking is able to wake up and ask for food. And now [police] are saying I am an enemy,” Mr Wesonga said yesterday, as he faced a barrage of questions from reporters, detectives and hostile doctors. 

Police, acting on a complaint that originated from President Museveni, said they were treating Mr Wesonga as a classic quack, although it was not clear whether he would face serious charges. 

“We are holding him for working without a permit and a licence,” said police chief Kale Kayihura, who took reporters to the house on Plot 159 Muteesa Road, off Ntinda Road. 

“Obviously, we shall upgrade the charges once the investigation is complete,” the police chief said.

Mr Patrick Wacha, the officer who arrested Mr Wesonga, said there was a female patient at the clinic when the Kenyan was taken for questioning at Kiira Road police station, where he has been held since Friday. 

Mr Wesonga said he had treated at least 40 patients since coming to Uganda from Tanzania, where he runs a similar business. 

If all the 40 Ugandan patients paid him, then he made a cool Shs24 million, tax-free. 

Some of the literature at his clinic spoke of a “miraculous yet natural form of medicine”, and he said medical doctors just do not understand how he does it. 

“I am only using oxygen [to cleanse blood],” he said. “I am not using drugs or chemicals. I kill viruses or bacteria or fungi or anything that can’t stand oxidation...Your blood circulates outside the body for two hours.”

Dr Medi Kawuma, who heads the Uganda Medical Council, which monitors medical practitioners in Uganda, said Mr Wesonga was “dangerous to society”. 

Dr Kawuma, who was one of at least five medical doctors who tasked Mr Wesonga to explain this theory in the presence of reporters, said: “We are taking him as someone who is doing something that he is not qualified to do. Unless proved otherwise, this man is a quack.” 

It is difficult to estimate the number of quack doctors in Uganda, although police, acting on complaints from patients who have been left disappointed, have occasionally made some arrests. 

Mr Wesonga, who claims to have a doctorate in molecular science from a Malaysian institute, was bold in his defence of “ozone therapy”, and said it gave his patients the promise of “well-being”. 

He claimed he obtained his doctorate from the Scientific Advancement Institute in 2002, although he could not recall the title of his thesis. 

In the case of Aids, Mr Wesonga said, more than one session is needed to drive all infected cells from the body. “People who are on ARVs are suffering the most. It might be strong to say that I cure Aids, but you can kill the virus in the blood using oxygen,” he claimed.

Dr Kawuma rejected Mr Wesonga’s challenge that Ugandan medical doctors join him for joint research, saying the man’s therapy had long been discredited by mainstream researchers. 

“My fear is that people who came here without a disease may have picked up one or two,” Dr Kawuma said. 

Citing confidentiality, Mr Wesonga refused to reveal the identities of his patients. 

Rising infections demand new prevention approach (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=81965 

Nearly two decades after Uganda managed, with meagre resources, to drastically reduce its HIV prevalence, the rate of new infections is rising again, despite significant amounts being spent on prevention. 

Prevalence of over 20 percent in the early 1990s declined to about six percent in 2000, and since then has gone down slightly to the current UNAIDS estimate of 5.4 percent. 

An update on the global epidemic, published by UNAIDS in July 2008, pointed to signs in Uganda of "a possible resurgence in sexual risk-taking that could cause the epidemic to grow again." 

First Lady Janet Museveni, who has been active in Uganda's AIDS efforts, commented that the country's previous success in reducing its HIV rate was achieved through "concerted and focused effort from all sections of society ... the 'do or die' push of a desperate people". 

She blamed the current situation of "regression amidst plenty" partly on poorly conceived prevention campaigns. Billboards discouraging "cross-generational" sex, for example, could be read as telling young people that sex was safe as long as it was with someone their own age. 

"The programme activities being funded may not be helping to prevent AIDS but may actually be fuelling the rate of infection," said Museveni. 

According to the most recent data, HIV incidence [new infection] rates are highest among couples in long-term relationships when one or both partners also have other sexual relationships at the same time. 

Some have blamed the recent resurgence in HIV infections on complacency, arguing that since life-prolonging antiretroviral (ARV) drugs became freely available, Ugandans think of HIV/AIDS as just another chronic but manageable disease. 

Dr Chris Baryomunsi, vice-chairperson of the parliamentary committee on HIV/AIDS, said business was booming at lodges where couples conducted illicit affairs; such establishments used to stock their rooms with condoms, but no longer. "People are relaxed, [they're] not taking precautions," he said. 

The considerable resources available for the fight against HIV/AIDS may have contributed to the complacency, said Thomas Munghono, an HIV consultant at the HIV/AIDS Alliance in Uganda, a global partnership of nationally based organisations working to support community action on AIDS in developing countries. 

"The donors believe in us because we did right the first time. The question is - are we still doing it right?" he said. 

Baryomunsi said too many HIV/AIDS programmes were continuing as usual, despite mounting evidence that they were ineffective, while others appeared to have run out of steam. 

Uganda recently launched a five-year strategic plan with an estimated price tag of US$2 billion, which aims to decrease the rate of new infections by 40 percent, but Baryomunsi said prevention messages would have to take into account new research about what was driving the country's evolving epidemic. 

"Previously, the messages were for young people, but the risk is much higher among married people now. It is important that we review our work," he told IRIN/PlusNews. 

There is general consensus that reinvigorating HIV prevention in Uganda will mean tailoring programmes to address behaviour driving the epidemic, such as multiple partnerships, lack of HIV testing, and unprotected sex between discordant partners (where one is HIV-positive and the other negative). 

Recent studies have also identified certain population groups with HIV prevalence rates way above that of the general population. In fishing communities around Lake Victoria, for example, up to six out of 10 people are HIV-positive, according to a report released earlier in 2008 by the Lake Victoria Fisheries Organisation. 

The high local infection rate is fuelled by fishermen with disposable income to spend on alcohol and sex workers. Many of the sites where fishermen land their catches also lack access to HIV/AIDS information and services. 

In its five-year national strategic plan, the Uganda AIDS Commission said it planned to reduce new infections by continuing to use the ABC (Abstain from Sex, Be faithful and use a Condom) approach but would also implement strategies to prevent infections in key high-risk groups.
Study reveals new bone drug helps shrink breast tumours (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/31/664685 

THE Novartis bone-strengthening drug Zometa may enhance the effects of chemotherapy, shrinking breast tumours and helping more women avoid a mastectomy, British researchers said recently. 

Their study added to other findings that showed Zometa, which is typically used to fortify bones and prevent fractures in cancer patients, can prevent tumours from spreading. 

“This is the first patient-related evidence that this class of drugs may have direct anti-tumor activity,” said Dr. Robert Coleman of the University of Sheffield in Britain, who presented the findings at a breast cancer meeting in San Antonio, Texas. 

Coleman and colleagues found that adding Zometa to chemotherapy before surgery made tumors shrink more. 

The study involved 205 women with early stage breast cancer who were split into two groups. One group got Zometa in combination with chemotherapy, and the other got chemotherapy alone. The treatment was aimed at reducing the size of the tumor before surgery. 

Women who got Zometa with chemotherapy before surgery appeared to have a 33% greater reduction in the size of their primary tumour than those who got chemotherapy alone. 

And 65.3% of the women in the combination group needed a mastectomy, compared with 77.9% in the chemotherapy-only group. 

Known generically as zoledronic acid, Zometa is in a class of bone-strengthening drugs known as bisphosphonates. Breast and other cancers commonly spread to the bone and patients can be crippled by the pain and fractures that result. 

“What these data suggest is perhaps zoledronic acid is doing something more than just affecting bone,” Coleman said. He added that the results are not enough to change medical practice, but are likely to promote more exploration of the drug as a cancer fighter. 

The analysis was part of a larger study called Azure evaluating the combination treatment in 3,360 women with breast cancer. Final results from the overall study are expected in the next two to three years. 
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