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Where is Kony? (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664986 

DEAD or alive, Uganda, South Sudan and DR Congo ground troops are searching for LRA leader Joseph Kony in the Garamba jungles. 

After an aerial bombardment of five of his camps on Sunday, which sent rebel commanders and fighters in disarray, the allied forces are advancing on rebel hideouts in the vast and dense forest. 

Spokesperson for Operation Lightning Thunder Capt. Chris Magezi said yesterday the end of the LRA is around the corner. 

“We are on the ground,” he said. “We are following him and his forces. We are advancing on his positions. Kony can run but he will soon run out of hiding places.” 

Magezi was non-committal on talk that Kony had escaped and was heading to the Central Africa Republic (CAR). “He cannot fly to the Central Africa Republic in a minute,” he retorted. “The game of hide-and-seek is over. The count-down (to his end) can begin.” 

Army spokesman Paddy Ankunda also indicated Kony was encircled. 

“We are now there together in Garamba. It used to be his home but our troops are there with him. That chase now starts,” Ankunda added. 

On Monday, Magezi said: “The pilots and aircraft did a good job. They hit the enemy camps. One of the camps, Camp Swahili, where Kony was said to be, was thumped thoroughly.” 

The first target of the raid was Kony’s main camp nestled in the densely forested Garamba National Park. The camp is at the foot of a flat-topped hill, which is embraced by rocks, leaving one entrance. 

A military source said anything could have happened to the hitherto elusive rebel chief who has waged a vicious war for at least 22 years. 

Sources who spoke to Kony’s deputy Okot Odhiambo said he sounded impatient, spoke in haste and admitted that “things are bad.” 

The source added: “He was in a hurry to hung up and told me that things were not good.” 

Odhiambo, according to the source, said the aerial bombardments took the rebels by surprise, scattering them and it was difficult to confirm casualties. 

Security minister Amama Mbabazi and state minister for defence Ruth Nankabirwa yesterday briefed Parliament on the attack but said nothing about Kony’s fate. 

The ministers advised Kony, if still alive, to go to Ri-Kwangba, the designated assembly area under the peace agreement hammered in Juba in April. 

Only in Ri-Kwangba will Kony be assured of safety, they said. 

Kony thrice this year refused to sign the final peace agreement. 

“The aim (of the attack) is to force Joseph Kony to go to the assembly area and to sign the agreement,” Nankabirwa said. 

The ministers also urged Kony to release all abducted children. 

Describing the situation on the war front, Magezi said the first phase of the operation was over and the second phase of assault, cordon, search and destroy rebels had commenced. 

“For non-combatants (women, children and abductees) it will be cordon, search and rescue,” he said. A camp has been set up to receive rescued. 

SPLA soldiers were manning the northern axis of the operation area, while the UPDF and Congolese army were on the southern axis. Besides, Magezi said, the army was on the alert in Koboko in West Nile. 

Magezi said the details of damage inflicted on the rebel camps was not available. 

“This is a remote vast area. We are moving step-by-step.” 

The UPDF, Magezi added, had routed ADF rebels from the Rwenzori Mountain ranges and LRA from the north and South Sudan, which have hard terrain. He said the army would equally manage the difficult Garamba terrain. 

Magezi said the targeted camps of Nyere, Fuke, Piripiri, Baoute and Bawesi had been destroyed and were desolate. 

Rebel spokesperson David Nyekorach Matsanga yesterday insisted that Kony was still alive. He would neither deny nor confirm that the LRA had lost fighters in the attack. 

“The camps that were hit had people, but the military is not giving information now,” Matsanga said from Nairobi. 

He said the commanders had abandoned their satellite phones because they believed the attacking troops were intercepting the calls and tracking them. 

Alongside the military offensive, the allies yesterday launched a psychological war on the rebels. They dropped colourful flyers written in Acholi and English in the war zone, calling on the fighters to surrender. 

Magezi said the measure was taken after the forces rescued six abductees. He said four Congelese, one Ugandan and a pregnant Central Africa Republic young girl were picked in the jungles. “There are many abductees and fighters hiding in the jungles,” Magezi said. 

Over 100,000 flyers had been delivered for distribution, Ankunda said. 

“They carry messages of peace. The war is over in the north and it is time for reconstruction and development. There are opportunities and schools for formerly abducted children,” Ankunda said. 

“We came here because of you. Give peace a chance and come home,” read one message. “You have the blessing when you come home. Abandon conflict and turn to development,” read others. 

“The whole world cares about you. Use this chance to get out of the war.” “Your parents are still alive. They want you home alive too.” 

The messages will be backed by a radio programme dwog paco (come home). A similar programme is running on Mega FM in Gulu. 

The designated reporting centres for the rebels include Nabanga in South Sudan, Dungu and Nzala in the DRC, Ri-Kwangba at the Sudan-DRC border; churches and army units. 

Meanwhile, the UN Congo peace keepers head, Gen. Babacar Gaye, yesterday met overall commander Brig. Patrick Kankiriho and pledged support to the offensive. 

UPDF launch propaganda campaign in Garamba (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_launch_propaganda_campaign_in_Garamba_76981.shtml 

The UPDF and foreign allies in the third day of military strikes have launched massive propaganda campaign dropping thousands of leaflets by planes in northeastern Eastern with messages urging the Lords Resistance Army fighters to surrender.

The UPDF yesterday said they rescued six formerly abducted people, including a Ugandan, four Congolese and one pregnant girl from Central Africa.

“We have prepared flyers for airdrops and we are dropping these flyers in those areas. The message is ‘come out of the bush, amnesty is there.’ We tell them (rebel fighters) that the world is willing to receive them because they were in the hands of a criminal,”  Capt. Chris Magezi, the spokesman for the UPDF code-named “Lighting Thunder,” said via satellite telephone link from Dungu, the main military base for Ugandan and DRC troops. 

“We have sent in the ground troops and are already combing the area. We destroyed the camps but the forces on the ground will inform us of the casualties,” he added.

Military officials monitoring the raids from Kampala who are not authorised to have their names disclosed for fear of flouting military regulations, said the UPDF, the DRC forces and the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army (SPLA) continued the air raids for the third day yesterday. 

Apparently, the actual casualties on the rebel side or the UPDF will be known, as the infantry forces and other support battalions came closer on foot to the five of the rebel camps shelled in the joint intelligence-led military air strikes, in massive raids Uganda has conducted on a foreign territory since President Yoweri Museveni came into power 22 years ago.

The military officers monitoring the current operation said, because the operation was conducted with an element of surprise, the ground troops were kept over 100km from actual targets that were hit by gun ships and fighter jets. 

“These (camps) are located in isolated corners and far from where our troops camped but for two days they are on the move to those targets,” one of the senior UPDF commanders told Daily Monitor yesterday.

But the LRA peace delegation spokesman, Mr David Nyekorach Matsanga, said he got information from the rebel fighters in the Garamba jungle that UPDF killed women and children in the targeted camps. He, however, did not give the numbers of the casualties.

“There are no figures yet of those killed but in the communication between the fighters on the ground and the peace delegation, the dead are children and women,” Mr Matsanga said by telephone last evening. “I am dismayed by the military option because I worked hard to bring lasting peace to my country only for these efforts to be blown away in a second.”

Mr Matsanga said he doubted the UPDF will capture LRA leader Joseph Kony, “because he is not too stupid to have been in those camps they hit”. “They (UPDF) will occupy DRC instead of capturing him (Kony),” he said.

Daily Monitor established, that the overall commander of the UN Mission in DRC (Monuc), Gen. Babacar Gaye in a show of support, flew into Dungu yesterday to assess the joint military action against the rebels. 

In a meeting with the UPDF overall commander for the operation, Brig Patrick Kankiriho, Gen. Gaye reportedly pledged that Monuc will provide helicopters to evacuate women and children trapped in the fighting. 

According to the UPDF, the attack is a pre-emptive strike that aims to free hostages and capture or kill LRA leaders, including those for whom the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest warrants in 2005 for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
UPDF hit empty LRA camps - MPs (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_hit_empty_LRA_camps_-_MPs_76985.shtml 

The Acholi Parliamentary Group yesterday accused the UPDF of bombing deserted rebel camps as opposition grew against the military offensive launched Sunday. 

Addressing a press conference at Parliament yesterday, MP Mr Reagan Okumu (Aswa, FDC) said, “We have reliable information that the UPDF attacked empty camps; the LRA had left the area as the rebels had already been alerted two days before the operation.” 

Citing unnamed sources, the MP added, “They could have killed innocent civilians who were abducted because the government failed to protect them. The most unfortunate thing is the indiscriminate bombardment which is going on in Congo.”

Pushed to explain the veracity of his information, Mr Okumu said, “I am the shadow minister for foreign affairs and I have sources within the UPDF, South Sudan, and Congo and in many other countries. Whoever wants to challenge this information should come out but I once again assure you that UPDF bombarded empty camps.”

But Mr Okumu’s appears to contradict himself when he says the army bombed empty camps and at the same time claims they could have killed innocent civilians. 

Mr Okumu’s statement was dismissed by State Minister for Defence Ruth Nankabirwa the operation spokesman, Capt. Chris Magezi. “That is absolutely nonsense,” he said. “The air strikes were part of our operation plan and they will remain part of that plan until we accomplish our mission,” Capt. Magezi told Daily Monitor via satellite telephone from his Dungu base in DRC.
The opposition to the war by the northern MPs is unlikely to result in a troop recall but could cost the army local support should the theatre of war return to northern Uganda. The UPDF, assisted by the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army and the Congolese army, on Sunday launched air strikes against suspected rebel positions in north east Democratic Republic of Congo following the repeated failure of LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony to sign a peace deal.

The infantry and other support troops including newly created special forces were later deployed to hunt down rebel fighters but no details of casualties on either side were available by press time yesterday. 

There was also no independent information about the whereabouts of Kony who had earlier been reported by government sources to be headed towards the Central African Republic. “We do not know where Kony is,” Foreign Minister Sam Kutesa told a press conference in Kampala yesterday. “But within a few days or hours the Special Forces will be at the scene to assess the situation.” 

He added that any collateral damage caused by the bombings could only be assessed after ground troops arrive at the scene and revealed plans to keep the rebels from filtering back into Uganda. “We understand the fears, but we call upon the northern Uganda leadership to assure people in the area that they are secure,” he said.

In Parliament, State Minister for Defence, Ruth Nankabirwa told MPs that all air strikes against the LRA were on target. She was justifying the decision by the UPDF, SPLA and DRC forces to attack LRA camps in Dungu . She thanked the DR Congo and South Sudan governments for allowing Uganda fighter jets to refuel on their territory.)

The Minister for Security, Mr Amama Mbabazi, said the attack on Kony was initiated by the Congolese government after his  Lords Resistance Army started killing Congolese civilians, a position that had earlier been repeated by Mr Kutesa who said the LRA had displaced about 17,000 DRC civilians, and abducted women and children. “Kony had exported the atrocities he was committing in Uganda to Congo,” Mr Mbabazi told Parliament, as the government rallied the Ms for support.

Despite the call from government, MPs from northern Uganda, which suffered the brunt of the two-decade LRA insurgency, maintained opposition to the renewed military offensive.

Reading from a joint statement, the chairman of the Acholi Parliamentary Group, Livingstone Okello-Okello (Chwa, UPC) yesterday questioned the government’s moral authority to attack the LRA over Kony’s failure to sign the comprehensive Peace Agreement when President Museveni has not yet signed the agreement in question.

“We are vehemently opposed to the joint military operation against the LRA because 99 per cent of these rebels and their wives, not to mention the children born in the bush, were abducted,” Mr Okello-Okello said. “It’s double crime for the state of Uganda to follow the abducted people and destroy them in the bush.” 

He added: “To destroy thousands of lives in order to get rid of three LRA commanders is totally unacceptable. It is a crime against humanity bordering on genocide. The LRA should also exercise maximum restraint and stop looting and abducting in the DRC and Southern Sudan.

The statement called upon Uganda, DR Congo and South Sudan to halt the operation h and revert to the peace process as the only way forward. “The military option has failed to resolve the conflict for 20 years,” the statement said.

Opposition to the renewed offensive grew stronger in the day when MPs from West Nile, Lango and Acholi regions issued a joint condemnation of the attack on LRA and demanded for the resumption of peace talks.  

The Greater North Parliamentary Forum statement signed by the  secretary general, MP Hassan Kaps Fungaroo (Obongi, FDC) also appealed to the government to lobby for the withdrawal of the International Criminal Court indictments against LRA commanders. 

Mr Kutesa said yesterday that Kony and his commanders would get amnesty if they surrendered to the UPDF but would be handed over to the ICC if captured in combat. 

Assault on LRA – Hopes and Fears (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=%3Cp%3ENo%20item%20found.%3C/p%3E&s=f&o=348582&apc_state=henh 

A dramatic strike against the Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, in northern Democratic Republic of Congo is intended to force rebel leader Jospeh Kony back to the negotiating table, Ugandan officials insisted on Tuesday, December 16.

But whether the military operation, which began Sunday and involves Ugandan, DRC and South Sudan forces, will succeed remains in doubt. 

“We want to flush [the] LRA out of their hideout so they can return to the negotiation table,” Ugandan foreign affairs minister Sam Kuteesa told reporters in Kampala on December 16. “It is necessary that LRA are [pressured], otherwise they will not return to the peace process.”

“Our purpose is still to have the LRA sign” a peace deal, he said, that has been two years in the making and which Kony has refused to sign on two different occasions.

Kuteesa said the military operation will be of limited duration.

“We are not going to be in Congo for long,” Kuteesa said. “Our intelligence shows that LRA fighters are less than 2,000. With heavy fighting for weeks, we should be able to capture Kony, or he surrenders.”

Should Kony escape, Kuteesa said, his force will be severely undermined, “Even if we don’t capture him, we would have caused enough damage to disable him from making more attacks.”

Kuteesa said Uganda’s next course of action will depend on the outcome of the on-going fighting. 

“If [Kony] surrenders … [he] will be given amnesty and we will use all the available local remedies as provided by the Rome Statute (the treaty that established the International Criminal Court, ICC) to deal with him,” said Kuteesa. “But if he [is] captured by force, I don’t know what will happen to him.”

Details of the offensive were sketchy, Kuteesa said, but the joint forces were trying to limit casualties among non-combatants.

“We don’t have information yet regarding those injured or captured,” he said. “We first carried out aerial bombardments and the army is closing in.”

Meanwhile, reports from the regional capital Dungu were that residents generally applauded the assault on the LRA rebel bases, who had attacked the town in November, along with other population centres.

According to the United Nation’s Radio Okapi, bombers were seen and heard Sunday evening, followed by detonations thought to have been in vicinity of LRA camps, not far from the villages of Duru and Bitima, which also have been attacked by the rebels in recent months.

The radio network also reported that locals hoped the LRA would be pushed out of the area by year’s end. So far, there have been no reports of people fleeing the fighting. More than 80,000 are said to have fled LRA attacks in recent months.

Meanwhile, reaction in Uganda to the new offensive was mixed. 

“I am so worried about the child combatants and their wives,” said Jimmy Akena, the Uganda parliamentary member for Lira, who is also the son of late Ugandan president Milton Obote.

“For them, this offensive is a double tragedy. Most of them are children who were abducted. They are going to be bombed by a government that failed to protect them in the first place.”

Akena was among the 15-member delegation from northern Uganda who met late last month with Kony, who has refused to sign a peace deal three times this year.

For Akena, the offensive has been troubling because when he travelled to Kony’s camp, he met one of Kony’s soldiers who had been abducted and forced to become a fighter.

“On the last journey to meet Kony, I happened to meet a 23-year-old boy,” Akena said. Just like many of Kony’s fighters, the boy was abducted at 15 and told Akena he was from Lira. “He begged me to find his parents and tell them he was still alive.” 

Akena said he found the soldier’s parents and passed on the message. The parents were very happy and hoped if the war ended peacefully they could see their son.

“What am I going to tell them?” asked Akena.

According to a joint statement from officials with the Uganda, South Sudan and Congolese military, Kony’s bases in the Garamba national park in northeastern DRC were attacked Sunday morning. 

“The three armed forces successfully attacked the main body of bandits and destroyed the main camp of Kony code-named Camp Swahili, setting it on fire,” the statement said. “Military operations against the terrorists are continuing.”

Kony and his commanders have been wanted by the ICC since 2005 for a variety of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in 2003 and 2004 when fighting intensified in northern Uganda. 

ICC chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo praised the offensive.

"For more than three years, the Office of the Prosecutor has been emphasising the importance of bringing the three commanders – Joseph Kony, Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen – who bear the greatest responsibility for LRA crimes to justice. Their arrest is long overdue,” according to a statement from the prosecutor’s office.

“Since moving out of Uganda, savage LRA attacks have continued against civilians in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan and the Central African Republic. These escalated dramatically in the DRC on 17 September 2008, when the LRA launched multiple attacks killing civilians and abducting many children. 

“The continued attacks demonstrate the importance of ending the LRA threat and bringing the three commanders who bear the greatest responsibility for LRA crimes to justice. The people of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Southern Sudan, the Central African Republic and northern Uganda have suffered long enough." 

Groups such as Human Rights Watch also supported the move, but cautioned that care should be taken to limit non-combatant casualties.

“There is a history of grave abuses against civilians by every belligerent force operating in eastern Congo, including foreign armies,” said Elise Keppler, senior counsel with Human Rights Watch’s International Justice Program. “All commanders involved in this operation should ensure that their troops rigorously obey the laws of war.” 

Meanwhile, people in northern Uganda feared that if Kony was not killed or captured, he could return to northern Uganda and resume his war there.

“They have to make sure he’s not forced back into the country,” said Ben Wacha, a Ugandan parliamentary member. “Otherwise people of northern Uganda would be taken back to scenes of oppression which they have seen for the last 22 years.”

Similarly, the opposition leader in Uganda’s parliament, Morris Ogenga Latigo, warned that the offensive could provoke Kony into launching attacks, if he’s not captured or killed.

“This operation is like attacking a dangerous tiger,” Latigo said. “If you don’t finish it off, it will retaliate and the results will quite regrettable.”

In Gulu, Ray Apire, a former LRA combatant, said he was sceptical about reports because they offered so few details of the offensive.

Apire said that unless the assault on the rebels was with an overwhelming force, it might fail. Apire predicted the LRA would use its tactic of splitting and going different directions, and leave only a few fighters for the advancing forces to “play around” with.

Apire praised the timing of the attack because the LRA had relaxed in Garamba Park.

"The relative peace allowed them to recruit, attack and loot,” he said. “The attack will therefore destabilise them, and the fearful ones will escape, the weak ones will be captured or rescued."

Christopher Omara, a student of Gulu University, told IWPR that if the joint force was not fully prepared and well coordinated, then civilians could be in jeopardy.

"The first attack should have seen that LRA leadership is killed or arrested,” he said. “If not, then let’s prepare for terror in the region. No one wants to hear that 'the LRA just escaped narrowly' as always.”

Alfred Anywar, a cycle taxi driver in Gulu, warned that if the LRA are not finished off, they will return with a vengeance.

"The LRA will mix with the IDPs (internally displaced people) who have gone back home and within a short period of time cause havoc,” Anywar said.
Acholi MPs want military offensive stopped (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664987 

THE Acholi Parliamentary Group has asked Uganda, the DR Congo and South Sudan to immediately halt the offensive against LRA rebels in Garamba forest. 

They said the governments should go back to the negotiating table, arguing that the military option had failed to resolve the conflict for 20 years. 

Addressing a press conference at Parliament yesterday, the MPs condemned the attack, which they said had thrown the people of northern Uganda in disarray. 

The MPs contended that Uganda did not have the moral authority to attack the LRA. The MPs argued that currently being far away in the jungles of Garamba, the LRA were no longer a real threat to Uganda. 

“The reason given for the attack is that the leader of the LRA, Gen. Joseph Kony, has refused to sign the final peace agreement. President Yoweri Museveni has not yet also signed the same,” they argued. “What moral authority does Uganda have to attack the LRA for failing to do what Uganda herself has not yet done?” asked Livingstone Okello Okello, the group’s chairperson. 

The Chua MP said the peace agreement did not specify who should sign first. 

“More than 99% of LRA combatants and their wives, not to mention many children born in the bush, were abducted. They were abducted because the State of Uganda failed to protect them. It is a double crime for the State of Uganda to follow these abducted people and destroy them in the bush.” 

Okello Okello said the top LRA officers wanted by the International Criminal Court were only three and that destroying thousands of people to get rid of the trio “is a crime bordering on genocide.” 

He said for more than two years, South Sudan, the international community and the UN wasted resources on the Juba peace talks, yet the three countries seemed to prefer the military option. 

“LRA is now far away from Uganda. As a result relative peace has prevailed in northern Uganda in the last two years,” the MP said. 

He said Uganda was still saddled with a $10b debt as a result of looting Congo and hoped that history would not repeat itself. 

Betty Ocan (Gulu) said the Government never wanted peace for the people of northern Uganda. 

Reagan Okumu (Aswa) said the air raids hit empty camps as the rebels had already fled. 

Present at the press conference were MPs Beatrice Anywar (Kitgum), Judith Franca (Pader), Aciro Concy (Amuru) and Jimmy Akena (Lira Municipality). 

Kony to face ICC if captured (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/664988 

Rebel leader Joseph Kony will be handed over to the International Criminal Court if captured, reports Barbara Among. 

“Yes that (ICC) is an option, if he is captured in action,” said international affairs state minister Okello Oryem. 

Regional forces raided rebel camps in the DR Congo on Monday, ending a 29-month ceasefire. 

The attack might mean the end of peace talks that should have ended the 22-year-long conflict. 

Kony is wanted at The Hague for crimes against humanity. 

Foreign affairs minister Sam Kutesa said yesterday the elusive rebel leader would, however, be granted amnesty if he surrendered or be tried locally if he signed the peace agreement. 

Kutesa said the attack was aimed at pressuring the LRA into signing the agreement that collapsed in April this year after painstaking efforts sponsored by South Sudan and the UN. 

“Seven times, we kept waiting (for him to sign). Unless there is physical pressure, the peace talks will not end,” said Kutesa. 

The Government also announced that it was deploying troops at the Uganda-Congo border to stop rebels running into northern Uganda. 

Kutesa, however, said he did not know where Kony was. The the casualties on either side are also unknown. 

“Our troops do not intend to occupy DR Congo, but the operation will continue until LRA surrenders,” Kutesa said. 

Kinshasa, Kampala and Juba agreed earlier this year to launch joint military operations against the insurgents. 

Sudan warns of imminent LRA attacks in Equatoria (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article29602 

Governor of Central Equatoria state, Major General Clement Wani Konga, on Monday warned of imminent attack by the Ugandan rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in Greater Equatoria region following a joint regional military offensive on the rebels in eastern DR Congo on Sunday.
The attack on LRA camps was launched jointly by the Southern Sudan, DR Congo and Ugandan forces.

Wani issued the warning in the SPLM State Liberation Council meeting on Monday which reviewed the security situation in the state with emphasis on taking precautionary measures following the surprise attacks on LRA that involved the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) inside DR Congo.

Governor Wani, who also chairs the SPLM party in the state, asked the SPLM State Liberation Council to mobilize the citizens to fight back if the rebels carry out revenge attacks in Equatoria region.

LRA rebels used to terrorize the civil population in Greater Equatoria, but their activities were significantly minimized for the last two years following the launch of the Government of Southern Sudan’s mediated peace talks, which gradually saw them leave and move their forces to DR Congo’s thick forests recently.

The ongoing joint military offensive on them that involves the Southern Sudan army and dislodges the rebels in eastern DR Congo refreshes fears among government officials and ordinary citizens that the rebels might sneak back to Southern Sudan to cause havoc again.

On Monday, the Government of Southern Sudan’s Vice President and Chief Mediator of the Uganda peace process, Dr. Riek Machar Teny, said Southern Sudan had closed its borders with the DR Congo in an attempt to prevent the renewed fighting from over spilling to the semi-autonomous region.

Machar reminded that Southern Sudan had been struggling to recover from its decades of war and would not afford another foreign war.

He said the fighting which the mediators were aware of just before it was announced in Kampala was a pressure on Joseph Kony to sign the final peace agreement.

The Chief Mediator blamed the rebel leader for refusing to sign several times, which he said resulted to regional frustration.

“We understand the frustration involved because Kony has failed to sign [the final peace agreement] five times,” he explained.

He however reiterated that the door to peace was still open if the rebel leader reconsidered his position and accepted to sign the final peace agreement with the Ugandan government.

The two-year Juba peace talks between the Ugandan government and the LRA was successfully negotiated, concluded and initialed by the two parties since March this year, but failed to carry the signature of Joseph Kony who demanded for deferment of ICC’s arrest warrants on him before he could ink the peace deal. 

Northern Uganda

Poverty, Bitterness and Heartache Blight North (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=348584&apc_state=henh 

A young girl in the Barlonyo refugee camp climbs on the top of the grave and tries to wake up her father, brutally killed by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, on February 21, 2004. 

“Father, are you still sleeping?” the four-year-old girl asks. “Wake up. Go and buy me some clothes for Christmas. What is wrong with you daddy?” 

Her elder sister, Evelyn Ejang, 8, remembers the day when rebels raided the camp. 

Evelyn and her younger sister are among the hundreds of northern Ugandan youngsters whose parents were massacred when the LRA attacked the Barlonyo refugee camp, about 22 kilometres from Lira. More than 300 refugees lost their lives in the attack. 

The girl's mother, Sarah Apio, 28, looked on as tears rolled down her face. “Who tells you that when a person dies, he or she can come back to life again?” she asked her daughter. 

As Christmas draws near, thousands of mentally-scarred youngsters in northern Uganda have little hope of a festive holiday, given the poverty that grips the region. 

The holiday spirit of celebration will likely do little to help many in the north to forgive or forget.

“I want the government to punish those who killed my father,” said Ejang. “If my father was alive, I would be putting on good clothes during Christmas.” 

Evelyn says she is bitter because her uncle, who is supposed to be her guardian, has done little to help his nieces and nephews. He suffers from a drinking problem, she says, and does not deny it. 

“I drink myself mad,” said their uncle, Patrick Okello. “I want to forget about my lost brother. One day I did not sleep because I was sober. I thought the LRA would come that night and finish me just like him.” 

The girls’ mother says providing for the family has become her primary concern. 

“Sometimes we eat only one meal a day because I don’t do anything productive to support my family,” said the widow. “But what pains me is the love my husband had for me when he was still alive. 

“This war, this killing, I can’t forget. I hear my colleagues, war victims, say we should forgive Joseph Kony, but I don’t think I will forgive the rebel leader for the destruction he caused my family.” 

Apio said non-governmental organisations working in the area have done little or nothing to help her. “I don’t see what some NGOs are doing here. They have been using our names for their own personal gains,” she complained, suggesting that aid intended for war victims often doesn’t reach them. 

“They come here and register our names. But what do we get after registration? People have turned this war into a bloody project. But when war ends, there will be no business for those who are still using our names for their personal gains.” 

Despite the complaints, some see reconstruction programmes in the north as a remedy for their psychological trauma. 

“Even if I think about my lost children, they will not come back to life,” said Tom Omara, 56, who lost his wife and four children to the LRA during the Barlonyo raid. “We need schools and health centres if we are to recover from the LRA war.” 

An official from the local council, who wanted to remain anonymous, said he was frustrated by the lack of work by the Ugandan government to help rebuild life in the north. “The government has abandoned us,” he said. 

Lira Resident District Commissioner Joan Pacoto disagreed. 

“For someone to say the government has done nothing to help war victims is nonsense,” said Pacoto. “We have distributed corrugated metal sheets and farm implements to help former internally displaced persons start all over again.” 

Some aid groups say they are doing all they can to help rebuild the north. Lenta Hall, the president of the aid group Missions with Africa, said northern Uganda needs special attention if people are to recover. 

The group has begun the construction of nursery, primary and vocational schools to provide affordable education to children orphaned by the LRA conflict. 

The project director, Reverend Lawnsome Atum, said he had to reassure some war victims that no rebels would come back to kill them.

“We have a very big challenge here,” he said. “This place was not on the development map even under passed governments.”

He promised to establish a village for those children who have nowhere else to go. 

“After constructing learning centres and health centres, we shall [build a] village for children who have no parents,” he said. “After that we shall go and start self-help project for widows and youths.” 

The Flames International, a UK-based organisation, recently held a six-day healing workshop for war victims.

“As our people abandon the refugee camps and go back to their respective homes, we need to go back, follow them up, and give them messages of hope and encouragement,” said Reverend Canon Jacky Otto Olima, Mission Coordinator of Lango Diocese. 

“We need to [help] them understand that God is still present,” he said.
‘SPCs a threat to returnees’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/SPCs_a_threat_to_returnees_76970.shtml 

Special Police Constables have been reported for terrorising the returning communities in Gulu, Daily Monitor has learnt.

The LC3 chairperson for Odek Sub-county in Gulu, Mr Mathew Olobo, said SPCs that who were deployed at the return sites to keep law and order have instead become a threat to the returnees. “Some SPCs use their guns to threaten the community and thereafter break into peoples homes and steal the little they have.”

Mr Olobo said the SPCs sometimes ask offenders for transport yet they were given bicycles for monitoring the villages. “Our people have just returned from camps, they do not have money to cater for the SPCs’ transport in carrying out arrests, and it is not their mandate,” Mr Olobo said. “It’s the government’s responsibility to facilitate institutions that protect people’s lives.”

Mr Gasper Okong, a resident of Koro Sub-county, said the SPCs have forgotten their responsibility and engaged in criminal acts. “Some of these SPC carry out their robberies at night because returnees houses in scattered. Even if you make an alarm, no one can come for your rescue,” he said. Ms Lydia Akello of Unyama camp said her major fear is no longer the LRA but the robbery in the return areas.

Regional Police Commander Phineus Arinaitwe Katureebe said they are disciplining all the culprits that are terrorising the communities. “We have been carrying out sensitisation every month to enable returnees to report all the sorts of abuses that the SPCs inflict on them,” Mr Arinaitwe said. 

Govt should save the cotton farmers (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Govt_should_save_the_cotton_farmers_76964.shtml 

Angry cotton farmers in Pader District in the war-torn northern Uganda have threatened to burn all their cotton farms if the Cotton Development Authority (CDO) does not declare a competitive price for their crop.

The farmers and their district leaders told the Uganda Investment Authority (UIA) officials led by Executive Director Dr Maggie Kigozi last Friday that by delaying to announce the official price, the CDO is undermining their efforts to overcome poverty and opening the door for third party buyers to exploit them by offering very low prices.  Given the vulnerability of the people particularly in this part of the country where former internally displaced people are only starting to rehabilitate their lives after 20 years of suffering, this is indeed a serious issue that the government and the CDO must address immediately.

Only a few weeks ago, President Museveni halted attempts by US cotton merchant Dunavant to introduce and spread organic cotton growing in the northern region over failure to sensitise farmers first. Organic cotton, which is now popular all-over the world, only relies on natural inputs without using synthetic pesticides and fertilisers. 

But according to the President, the high premium promised to the organic farmers was not forthcoming, which left the farmers vulnerable to big losses. This is quite unfortunate at a time when the farmers are right in the middle of the harvesting season and they are absolutely right to be upset.  Unlike many other crops, which can be stored until prices stabilise, cotton requires vast amounts of storage facilities, which the farmers in northern simply cannot get.  Additionally, the crop can go to total waste should the rain season set in before it is harvested.  

The government must intervene immediately to save the hard work and investment of the poor farmers. But in the long term, the government must ensure that the cotton industry is productive once again as a key pillar of the effort to fight poverty. Over 90 per cent of Uganda’s cotton exports go in the form of raw cotton (lint), rather than in processed yarn or textiles. This means lower gate prices for the farmer.

So at a time when the country needs serious investors in the industry, it is sad to hear of these endless wars and infighting among the various stakeholders. The government and the CDO must be seen to work at ensuring that they stimulate growth in Uganda as a whole but particularly in the poverty-stricken cotton growing areas in the east and north of the country. 

Eastern Uganda

Amuria families get 25 houses (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/664939 
RESIDENTS of Angole, Wera in Amuria district have received 25 three-bed-room iron-roofed houses. They ululated and sang songs of joy as the Prime Minister, Prof. Apolo Nsibambi, launched the houses on Monday. 

They were constructed by the Millennium Village Initiative under the Peace Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP) for the north and north eastern Uganda. 

“PRDP is a framework through which funds for the region are channelled and the aim is to eradicate poverty and improve welfare,” Nsibambi said. 

The senior assistant secretary in charge of finance in the Prime Minister’s office, Geoffrey Eteddu, told The New Vision that the project would cover 40 families. Each house is estimated to cost sh5m. 

Nsibambi passed out 100 youth who have been training in the use of high technology hydraform brick-making machines. 

They were the ones who constructed the houses. 

The hydraform machine is used to make interlocking dry-stacking soil-cement blocks which do not require burning. 

The Chairman of the Hydraform Group, John Carter, said the machine could produce 3,000 blocks per day. 

Nsibambi said President Yoweri Museveni launched PRDP on October 15, 2007, to reaffirm the NRM commitment to reconstruct the region. 

“I wish to express my gratitude to the development partners for supporting the Government interventions to the humanitarian conditions in the internally displaced people’s camps,” he said. 

“We plan to support communities to put up modest houses. This will also make it easier to provide basic social services,” Nsibambi said. 

The Prime Minister said the Government was negotiating a World Bank loan to support the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund II, which will focus more on livelihood support and community infrastructure development. 

He thanked the Iteso for “chasing away” the LRA rebels. 

The state minister for disaster preparedness and refugees, Musa Ecweru, said the hydra project would be rolled out countrywide. 

Harrison Busingye, the director Hydraform South Africa, said their blocks were 10 times stronger than ordinary bricks, are economical because they comprise 95% soil, 5% cement and 5% water. 

The state minister for Northern Uganda, David Wakikona and representatives from the Japanese and American embassies attended the launch.
Health 
WHO, government issue new (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664985 

THE World Health Organisation (WHO) and the health ministry have warned several districts of the risk of paralytic polio. 

“For years, Uganda has not registered any cases of paralytic polio. However, we are concerned that the disease may spread from Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo,” said Monica Musenero, the principle epidemiologist in the health ministry. 

The disease is also known as wild polio. 

According to the ministry, Uganda has been free of the virus since 1996 and was certified as free in October 2006. 

“We have had polio surveillance for the past eight years and this will continue. Due to the global sensitivity to polio, we don’t want any chances of re-entry,” Musenero said. 

In September, WHO confirmed two cases of the virus in southern Sudan and the southern Kivu in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Due to the free movement of people between Uganda, DR Congo and southern Sudan, there is a possibility of importing it. 

Parents in the high risk areas have been urged to take all children under the age of five to health facilities for immunisation update. 

The high risk districts are Kibaale, Hoima, Masindi, Amuru, Arua, Maracha and Nebbi. 

Others are Kaabong, Kotido, Abim, Lira, Ntungamo, Isingiro, Masaka, Wakiso, Luweero, Kamuli, Kaliro, Busia, Manafwa and Nakasongola. 

Musenero said Karamoja had been put on the high risk list because of lack of control measures on the Kenyan side. The west, she said, was included because of the influx of refugees from the DR Congo. 

The virus is contracted orally, usually from hands contaminated with faeces from an infected person. It invades the brain nerve cells or the spinal cord, leading to paralysis of muscles that control swallowing and breathing. This also affects the limbs. 

Education 

Education law launched (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/664977 

A law making the education for children aged six years and above compulsory has been launched. 

A person, organisation or agency that refuses to enroll or deters a child from enrolling for Universal Primary Education commits an offence. 

Such a person is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding sh1m, or a warning, community service or imprisonment for not more than one year. 

“Everybody six years and above must attain basic education. It is no longer a choice,” the education and sports minister, Namirembe Bitamazire, said at the launching of The Education (pre-primary, primary and post-primary) Act 2008 at the Statistics House in Kampala on Monday. 

The minister also launched The Business, Technical, Vocational Education and Training (BTVET) Act 2008. 

Both laws were approved by the President. 

Bitamazire noted that the law was coming in effect after 38 years since the last law was enacted. 

“Since then, a lot has been happening in education. We must have a law that projects our aspirations, a relevant law to make us achieve the education objectives.” 

She explained that the Act conforms to international standards of every one achieving basic education by 2015. 

Bitamazire said the remaining challenge was to enforce the laws. 

“We have agreed to put sanctions in place, but when it comes to enforcing them, everybody disowns the law,” she said. 

The Act requires teachers in both public and private schools to be registered or to acquire licences, Bitamazire added. 

She said the law also stated that provision of education was the responsibility of the state, the parent and guardians. 

The BTVET Act on the other hand provides for promotion and coordination of business, technical, vocational education and training, Bitamazire said. 

Present at the function were MPs, Ministry of Education officials, development partners, representatives from NGOs, members of the Industrial Training Council and representatives from private vocational institutions.
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