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UPDF occupies Kony’s camps (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_occupies_Kony_s_camps_77021.shtml 

“Our ground troops from the commando unit reached the biggest LRA camp. They have not found any bodies or wounded persons although there is evidence that a considerable number was wounded or killed at the scene during the air strikes,” Capt. Chris Magezi, the spokesman for the UPDF operation code-named Operation ‘Lightning Thunder’ said. 

He said nine sub-machine guns (SMGs) and four anti-personnel mines were recovered. The spokesman said there was likelihood that the rebels carried away the dead or wounded and concealed them between the air strikes and the time the ground troops reached the scene.

The army could not explain how rebels under intense attack would find time to conceal dead bodies or carry away the wounded.

But Defence State Minister Ruth Nankabirwa said, those who have doubts about the raid should wait for the pictures of the attacks including the dead.

“As much as we are eager to tell Ugandans the number of casualties, we are constrained to do so because the camps were completely destroyed and people were killed,” the minister said. 

The practice after military operations is to take the press to the scene to record first hand accounts other than depending on pictures or information supplied by the military.

“The six abductees who were rescued near the camp said they jumped over bodies as they escaped,” Capt. Magezi said. 

He said six Congolese and Central Africans, aged between 11 and 17, were rescued from the gardens of sweet potatoes, rice, groundnuts, simsim, cassava and beans around the camp.

Ms Nankabirwa said Kony’s female bodyguard, who was abducted from the Central African Republic, surrendered to the UPDF.

Daily Monitor could not independently verify the army claims.

But Ms Nankabirwa said the essence of the strikes is to put pressure on Kony to come out and sign the peace deal if he is still alive. “Since we went in, he has not engaged our troops. We are just hitting him, he does not respond,” she added. 

The commandos under Maj. Noel Mwesigye, aboard the military helicopters were parachuted in the radius of between five to 10km from the camp and they crawled into the deserted expanse.

Capt. Magezi said in the camp the forces found guns, explosives, a generator, granaries stuffed with food, saucepans, clothes and other personal effects. 

“The forces moved through acres and acres of food crops, which is a sign that Kony has been using abductees as slaves to cultivate the food,” Capt. Magezi said. 

But like Army and Defence spokesman Paddy Ankunda, Magezi could not say whether Kony was in the camp at the time of the attack.

“We are trying to verify some reports. Give us some time to do that,” Maj. Ankunda said. Neither Defence Minister Crispus Kiyonga, nor the Chief of Defence Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima, could be got for comment. 

But the Governor of Central Equatoria state, which covers Juba city, Maj. Gen. Clement Wani Konga, has warned of imminent attack by the LRA rebels following the military offensive.

The attack on LRA camps was launched jointly by the Southern Sudan, DR Congo and UPDF.

Gen. Wani issued the warning in the state council meeting on Monday, which reviewed the security situation in the region with emphasis on taking precautionary measures by the population, the Sudan Tribune reported yesterday.

Gen. Wani, who also chairs the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) party in the state, asked the council to mobilise the citizens to fight back if the rebels attack the area. As the offensive continued yesterday, Resolve Uganda, a US-based organisation that monitors human rights in the North, called for the international community to act decisively to ensure that operations target LRA leaders only. 

The call comes as the United Nations Security Council prepares for a briefing this week by Mr Joaquim Chissano, the UN envoy to regions affected by the rebels. 

“We must not forget that this is an army comprised primarily of children being held against their will whose lives also hang in the balance,” said Mr Michael Poffenberger, Resolve Uganda executive director. 

Human Rights Watch (HRW), an international rights group, said all parties should respect international humanitarian law and LRA leaders accused of war crimes who surrender or are captured should be brought to trial.

“There is a history of grave abuses against civilians by every belligerent force operating in eastern Congo, including foreign armies,” said Ms Elise Keppler, senior counsel with HRW’s International Justice Programme in a statement on Tuesday.

“All commanders involved in this operation should ensure that their troops rigorously obey the laws of war,” she added. 

No casualties found in military offensive against Uganda's LRA rebels (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-12/17/content_10520876.htm 

No casualties have been found in an airstrike on Uganda's rebel camps located in remote northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), a military spokesman for the operation said on Wednesday.

"We have not found any casualties. It is possible they were tipped off before the attack or they carried the injured and the dead away before our ground troops closed in," Capt. Chris Magezi, the spokesman for the joint operation told Xinhua by satellite telephone from Dungu, the main military base for Ugandan and DRC troops.

Military forces from Uganda, southern Sudan and DRC on Sunday launched an aerial bombing on camps of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA)

Magezi said six people were rescued, four of them Congolese, one from Central African Republic (CAR) and another from Uganda, who told the army that the rebels fled when the aerial bombardment started.

The ground troops who arrived at Kony's main camp on Tuesday only found abandoned ammunitions, sub-machine guns, burning huts and vast gardens of food crops.

"We are very happy this was a decisive blow, without food LRA can not survive," Magezi defended the operation opposed by many legislators representing the war-ravaged north.

He said the operation will continue to hunt down the rebels whose leader has failed to sign the Final Peace Agreement the group negotiated with government for over two years.

Meanwhile, the army has started a massive campaign of air-dropping thousands of leaflets in northeastern DRC with messages urging the rebels to surrender and take amnesty.

"We came here because of you. Give peace a chance and come home," read one message.

"The whole world cares about you. Use this chance to get out of the war," read another.

Magezi said the United Nations peace keeping mission in Congo (MONUC) has pledged helicopters to evacuate the combatants who surrender.

LRA, which has wreaked havoc in northern Uganda and southern Sudan for years, has more recently targeted towns and villages in the DRC and CAR.
UN envoy sees `merit' in attack on Uganda rebels (AP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iLuRkX4UEjQx1G1OR2EbUmKkAKhwD954OQJG0 

The U.N. envoy trying to end one of Africa's longest and most brutal wars said Wednesday he sees "merit" in the military offensive launched this week by three nations against Ugandan rebels.

Joaquim Chissano, former president of Mozambique, said troops from Uganda, southern Sudan and Congo attacked Lord's Resistance Army bases in eastern Congo for two reasons — rebel leader Joseph Kony's failure to sign a final peace accord and rebel attacks on civilians in Congo and Sudan.

"We are there to facilitate for peace, so we are going to always advocate for peace. But we cannot condemn these military actions because we can see the merit of it," the U.N. envoy for LRA-affected areas told reporters after giving a private briefing to the Security Council.

Chissano said the council "expressed sympathy and support" for the offensive. "They also urged that the peace process be continued ... which means the signature of the final agreement."

The joint offensive also is aimed at stopping LRA atrocities "because through dialogue we were not able to stop them," he said.

The Lord's Resistance Army has been waging a vicious insurgency for 20 years that has spilled from northern Uganda into eastern Congo and southern Sudan. Aid and rights groups accuse LRA fighters of cutting off the tongues and lips of civilians and forcing thousands of children to serve soldiers or sex slaves.

The war has killed at least 100,000 people in Uganda and forced more than 2 million to abandon their homes.

In Kampala, Uganda's capital, a military spokesman, Capt. Chris Magezi, said Wednesday that the 3-day-old offensive would continue until the troops "eliminate or capture" the rebels' elusive leader.

Chissano said Kony's rebels had tried to reopen negotiations and raise new issues.

"Negotiations are over," the envoy said. "Agreements are there. What is remaining is the signing of the final peace agreement."
UN council urged to back push against Uganda rebels (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/country/UG/news/usnN17349782.html 

A U.N. envoy urged the Security Council on Wednesday to support efforts by Uganda to put an end to one of Africa's longest-running conflicts with a military offensive against the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA).

"I have made an appeal for the international community to support this effort of the Ugandan government," former Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano, a U.N. special envoy to northern Uganda, told reporters after briefing the council.

The offensive agreed by Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and southern Sudan, with backing from Washington, began on Sunday with an aerial attack against LRA camps in the remote Garamba National Park in eastern Congo.

Analysts say regional governments have lost patience with LRA leader Joseph Kony, who has repeatedly failed to sign a 2006 peace deal to end fighting that has displaced thousands.

Chissano said the 15-nation council "expressed sympathy and support for the military action" led by Uganda.

"They also urged that the peace process be continued and (said) they would support the peace process," he added.

Council diplomats said they hope to agree a unanimous statement backing efforts against the LRA in the coming days.

The elusive Kony and two of his deputies have been indicted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. But Kony, a self-proclaimed mystic, wants the ICC arrest warrants to be dropped before the rebels leave their camps.

Uganda's government has pledged to ask the U.N. Security Council to suspend the ICC warrants after Kony lays down his arms. But the self-proclaimed prophet remains suspicious.

Chissano said the council has not discussed freezing the indictments as Kony has yet to honor his commitments.

Britain's U.N. Ambassador John Sawers told reporters the military action to end the LRA was necessary since Kony had refused to cooperate in the peace process. He described Kony's militia as a "festering sore in this region of Africa."

The New York-based Human Rights Watch wrote a letter to Security Council members urging them to take a strong public stand against the LRA and support efforts to apprehend Kony and his deputies wanted by the ICC.

The letter said there were "credible reports" that the LRA began committing fresh atrocities earlier this year, adding that there were consistent reports that the LRA was behind "abductions, killings, and pillaging" in Congo this fall.

Chissano said U.N. peacekeepers in Congo also believed that the LRA was responsible for some new atrocities.

For two decades, Kony's fighters have waged war against Uganda's government, mutilating victims, displacing nearly 2 million people and destabilizing a swath of central Africa.
Safe route set for Kony rebels (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/665154 

LRA rebel fighters will get a safe passage if they agree to assemble at Ri-Kwangba in South Sudan to conclude the peace process, chief mediator Riek Machar said in a report yesterday. 

“The mediator would, through the Cessation of Hostilities Monitoring Team, arrange a safe passage to Ri-Kwangba,” said Machar in the report. It came soon after Sudan, Uganda and the DR Congo forces jointly attacked the rebels in their Garamba forest camps. 

A day earlier, the UN envoy to northern Uganda, former Mozambican president Joachim Chissano, briefed the UN Security Council on the developments. 

The forces justified the attack on LRA chief Joseph Kony’s refusal to sign the final peace agreement. 

Machar’s report was released to the press by Chissano’s office. 

Machar gave conditions which the rebels must fulfill before the latest hostilities are scaled back. 

The rebels, according to Machar, should contact the mediator with a proposal on when they will start moving to Ri-Kwangba. Only then would all parties to the peace talks respect the assembly areas as defined in the cessation of hostilities agreement, which was hammered out in Juba in April. 

Once in Ri-Kwangba, Machar said, the LRA should immediately sign the peace agreement. 

“The LRA must act swiftly and in good faith so that peace can return to this region,” said Machar. 

LRA concerns, noted Machar, would be considered. Kony says he cannot sign while he is wanted at The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

“These are legitimate concerns,” Machar said. “We provided for them in the agreement.” 

He said Kampala and Kinshasa had agreed that the LRA was a threat if they did not sign the agreement. 

The two governments’ position, he said, hardened following increased LRA activities, especially within the DR Congo. The rebels have killed and abducted Congolese children. 

The hostilities against the LRA entered day four yesterday, with the army saying they had reached the LRA main camp. 

“These actions signal the determination of the three states to protect the civilian population,” said Machar. 

The military assault, he added, was not intended to destroy the peace agreement reached in Juba and did not abrogate Uganda’s commitment to the agreement. 

Although the attack had strained the peace process, Machar noted, President Yoweri Museveni had promised to honour the commitments made in Juba, provided the LRA signed.
Surrender or face fire, Govt tells Kony (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1909&Itemid=59 

Sam Kutesa, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, says the on-going offensive against the LRA is only intended to pressure the rebel group to return to the talks. 

“The principal opportunity as I said, the aim is to flush LRA out of its hideout, so that they can return to the negotiating table of the peace process which I want to emphasise is still on, but it can’t go on endlessly,” he said.

He was addressing journalists at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kampala, on December.

His remarks followed a recent joint military offensive carried out by the Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and South Sudan against the LRA in Garamba forest in the DRC. 

“It is important that the LRA is pressurised to return to the peace process. Our view is that LRA has to be pressurised otherwise this will go on endlessly.” 

The minister said intelligence reports revealed that Joseph Kong, the leader of the LRA was still abducting people, recruiting fighters contrary to the terms of cessation of hostilities agreement.

The LRA leader Joseph Kony’s inability to sign the peace accord throughout seven rounds of talks is seen as the rationale behind last Sunday’s joint operations. 

Kutesa however, stressed that the government had not abandoned the peace process. “On the contrary we want it to go back on track. But we are aware, that unless there is military pressure applied, the LRA will not go back to this process.” 

Kutesa said the LRA abducted 107 people in the Central African Republic between February and March. The rebels, he said, also abducted 95 people in South Sudan and 186 from the DRC between October and November.

Protection for civilians

He allayed fears that the aerial bombings had cause civilian casualties. “Specialised forces are on the ground but we wanted to disorganise the [LRA] combatants, that’s why there was aerial bombing, and now the specialised forces are closing in,” he said. His junior colleague, Okello Oryem said all care was taken to avoid civilian casualties. He said the first target is the camps where the combatants are assembled. “These are the key areas where the UPDF is targeting and they are trying everything possible to minimise collateral damage on children and women who are being held there against their wishes,” he said.

Abductees are said to be held in separate camps which were not targeted in the operation. Casualty figures are expected to emerge as the military moves into the burning rebel camps. 

Whether a specific plan exists to protect DRC civilians from retaliatory LRA attacks as a consequence of the joint operations, remains unclear.

Approval

Many questions still remain. Parliamentary approval, for instance, was not sought in advance of the operations. But Kutesa said Parliament in recess. In any case, the law allowed deployment parliamentary approval that can come later.

He said the Minister of Defence, Crispus Kiyonga, would make a statement in Parliament. 

On the issue of re-deploying the UPDF in DRC, site of Uganda’s earlier military misadventures, Kutesa said: “We have an agreement among the Great Lakes Countries which enjoins every member state to ensure that its territory is not used to destabilise the neighbours. What we can guarantee the DRC is not that we are going to go to their territories to fight other people [like Nkunda’s rebels] but we can [say] to them that Uganda will never be used by any negative elements to destabilise the DRC or any of our neighbours.”

Kony’s fate

The length of the operation is also of concern to both DRC and the people of Northern Uganda who fear the war will return to their doorstep. Kutesa however said that the operation is intended to be short lived. “We do not intend to occupy DRC and stay forever. So it’s an operation that’s meant to send them back to the peace talks, failing which they will be dealt with otherwise. Our purpose and commitment is to have this resolved peacefully. … Anybody who surrenders will be treated as someone who has come to seek peace. […] And if Kony does the same and he comes and signs, that will be all right. 

He said the government would implement the many issues agreed upon during the Juba peace talks with or without a signed agreement with the LRA. 

 Both ministers stressed that the UPDF has significant capacity and has secured Uganda’s borders, so the there is no way the LRA could “slip back” into Northern Uganda. 

What lingers is the fate of Kony himself, amidst aerial bombardment is likely to harden his attitude towards signing the peace deal. Kutesa speculated therefore, that “If Kony surrenders he will be dealt with as anybody who has surrendered and we will go through the process that was negotiated in Juba.” He suggested that “We will first exhaust the local remedies as provided for under the Rome statute and if we exhaust them successfully and satisfactorily, then there is no need to go to the ICC [International Criminal Court].” 

Any removal of ICC warrants is likely to be complicated as the ICC process makes it extraordinarily difficult to retract them. Yet, if armed operations were to continue without Kony’s surrender, the Minister conceded “I have no idea what will happen if he is captured by force.”
Sudan Border with DRC Closed to Corner LRA (Anyuak Media)

http://www.anyuakmedia.com/sudnewstemp08_12_17.html 

The Government of Southern Sudan has closed its border with the Democratic Republic of Congo because the Ugandan army has launched fresh attacks on the Lord’s Resistance Army in DRC.

Addressing the press in Khartoum, the chief mediator of the apparently failed Ugandan peace talks, GOSS Vice President Dr. Riek Machar said the Ugandan government told the Government of Southern Sudan that strikes against the LRA would be launched. Machar said that GOSS elected to close the borders in an effort to put pressure on LRA leader Joseph Kony to sign a peace deal that the parties hope would end the conflict in northern Uganda.

He also denied that the SPLA is playing an active part in the military strikes.

[Riek Machar]: “We believe that renewal of hostilities is pressure to Joseph Kony so that he will gather his forces at Rikwamba and sign the peace deal. As such, we as mediators, we have decided to close the border, but we have opened for him a place so that he can gather his soldiers in that area and sign the agreement. Actually we are not part of the conflict. The conflict is a Ugandan conflict and the Ugandan government has decided to put more pressure on the LRA leader after he has failed four times to sign the peace deal.”

The Government of Southern Sudan has been mediating the talks between the Ugandan government and the Lord’s Resistance Army since 2006.
How Monuc unmasked Kony’s Plan B (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/How_Monuc_unmasked_Kony_s_Plan_B_77023.shtml 
Once seen as a ragtag brigade, the guerrilla force that claims divine leadership is organised and ready to renew fighting. 

For eight days Raymond Kpiolebeyo was marched at gunpoint through the Congolese jungle, not knowing whether he would live or die.

At night he slept with eight other prisoners, pinned under a plastic sheet weighted down with bags and stones to prevent escape. Their sweat condensed on the sheeting, inches above their faces, before dripping back and turning their plastic prison into a stinking, choking sauna. 

He was a prisoner of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a band of pitiless commanders and their brutalised child soldiers. “They told us that if one of us tried to escape we would all be shot,” said Kpiplebeyo, 28, a teacher from Doruma, close to the border with southern Sudan. He had been captured by a raiding party looking for porters, sex slaves and soldiers to continue the LRA’s 20-year struggle to overthrow the Ugandan Government.
His experience deep in the bush and interviews with one of the LRA’s most senior defectors offer an extraordinary insight into the workings of the world’s most bizarre guerrilla movement. The LRA is now in the world spotlight, as southern Sudan, Congo and Uganda have mounted joint operations to force it to negotiate or, failing that, wipe it out.

This war is supposed to be over. After two years of negotiations, Joseph Kony, the LRA’s reclusive leader, was expected to sign a peace deal in April. He failed to show up; his aides said that he was suffering from diarrhoea, before announcing that he would not be signing at all. 

Negotiators still hope that a war that has forced two million people into squalid aid camps is close to an end. Many of its victims in northern Uganda have slowly begun leaving the sprawling shack cities where one generation was born and another died. 

The border towns of the Democratic Republic of Congo tell a different story; one where slaving parties slog through the jungle, snatching children barely big enough to carry AK47 rifles. In the past few months an estimated 75,000 people have been forced from their homes in a fresh wave of attacks. 

Defectors in Kampala, the Ugandan capital, say that General Kony - who claims to receive his instructions directly from God - never had any intention of laying down his weapons. Instead, he used the ceasefire to rearm, recruit and stockpile food donated by well-meaning charities and supporters abroad. 

For the first time they have described a well-ordered fighting force, whose senior officers have been trained by Sudan, Iran and Iraq. 

This year his fighters have roamed through southern Sudan, the Central African Republic and Congo, kidnapping more than 300 children and turning a Ugandan war into a regional conflict. 

After walking for ten hours a day for six days with a sack on his back and another balanced on his head, Kpiplebeyo d arrived at a camp filled with children. “They were mobile. All the time they were organising,” he said, sitting in the office of Doruma school where he teaches primary-age children. “Some were leaving for other villages and others were arriving.” 

General Kony is thought to have settled in Congo two years ago, disappearing into Garamba National Park in the far northeast of the country. It was part of a gentlemen’s agreement with the Congolese Government: he was offered a safe haven from which to begin seeking peace, and in return his troops would stay away from locals. 

Kpiplebeyo said the camp was a bustling town. Thatched huts stood in neat rows; labourers farmed sweet potato, maize and beans. At night a solar-powered television would be brought out and the young soldiers would cheer as they watched noisy American war films. Anything starring Chuck Norris was a big hit. 

After six nights in General Kony’s jungle headquarters Kpiplebeyo had the chance of escape. He was woken by a tap on the head from another prisoner. It was the signal to leave. The two tiptoed over sleeping soldiers before breaking for the thick bush around the camp. He was lucky to escape the LRA. Others have not been so fortunate. 

Sitting on a low bamboo bench in the shade of a mango tree in Doruma, Christine Kutiote described how her 13-year-old niece, Marie, was taken as she tried to cross the river for a visit. Now, she keeps her own four children close to home. 

“I’m a Christian and I pray for them and that security will get better,” she said. But her simple home told a different story. It’s mud walls bore a pattern of white spots used by witch-doctors to ward off evil. 

This is a region used to conflict. Uganda, Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Angola all sent troops for a five-year war that claimed at least three million lives by its end in 2002. Once again the Congolese jungle is being used for someone else’s war. 

An intelligence document compiled by the United Nations mission to Congo, known as Monuc, spells out the scale of the threat. 

It says that the LRA cynically used the peace talks to organise itself into a regional fighting force. The 670-strong band of fighters now has more than 150 satellite telephones, many bought with cash meant to aid communications during the talks.

“Simply put, Kony now has the ability to divide his forces into very simple groups and to reassemble them at will,” the report says. “When put together with his proven mastery of bush warfare, this gives him new potency within his area of operations.” 

They were given tonnes of food by a charity, Caritas Uganda, to discourage the looting of villages, and fistfuls of dollars by southern Sudan’s new leaders, whom they once fought. 

General Kony is stronger than ever, the report concludes: “Recent abduction patterns suggest that he is now in the process of perfecting the new skill of recruiting and controlling an international force of his own.” 

The general has long been an enigma. His use of child soldiers, tight control over his lieutenants and frequent movement mean that little is known of his life. 

He was the altar boy who grew up to be a guerrilla leader. He was the wizard who used magic to protect his brainwashed adherents. And he was the deluded man from the bush who wanted to rule Uganda according to the Ten Commandments. 

Yet those who know him best say that the picture of a crazed, self-proclaimed prophet is far from the mark. “To describe him is very difficult for me. He is not mad,” said Patrick Opiyo Makasi, who was General Kony’s director of operations until last year when he walked out of the jungle. “But he is a religious man. All the time he is talking about God. Every time he keeps calling many people to teach them about the legends and about God. That is how he leads people.” 

Colonel Makasi was snatched from his home in Gulu, northern Uganda, at the age of 12. He was handed a Kalashnikov and his school lessons were replaced by instruction in anti-tank mines, surface-to-air missiles and machine guns. Over the next 20 years he rose to become one of General Kony’s most trusted confidants. 

Then, a year ago, Colonel Makasi strolled out of the Kony’s camp, knowing that no one would suspect the LRA’s director of operations of defecting. A day earlier General Kony had murdered Vincent Otti, the LRA’s second-in-command. Any chance of peace was finished. 

Colonel Makasi brought with him details of an array of weaponry supplied by the Sudanese Government in Khartoum, which once used the LRA as a proxy army in a doomed attempt to put down southern rebels. The LRA had been given crates of AK47s, mines, heavy machine guns and even surface-to-air missiles. 

The colonel’s comrades spent eight months burying the booty in caches dotted across southern Sudan. They are now being excavated as General Kony returns to war. Senior officers also used to visit Khartoum for instruction, he said. Some were flown to Iran and Iraq to learn leadership skills, tactics and training for new weapons. 

Now the general is displaying the behaviour of a cornered man. “He still thinks he can become President of Uganda, running the country as some sort of theocracy, so it seems as if he is digging in,” a military source said. Africa’s most bizarre and brutal war seems no closer to a conclusion.

Acholi seek army assurance on Kony (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Acholi_seek_army_assurance_on_Kony_77043.shtml 

The LCV Chairman Gulu district Nobert Mao has said the Acholi leaders will soon meet top army commanders to get assurance that the war will not spill over to northern Uganda.

Mr Mao, who said the war was a surprise, wants the government to allay fears in the population as was done during the operation Iron Fist (1996-2000).

“The Iron Fist Operation had a big army to block the rebels, but the rebels crossed up to Teso region and this precedent puzzles me,” Mr Mao said.

“We are in fear, and we leaders in Northern Uganda including Members of Parliament will meet the army to get briefing from them,” he said. 

Speaking on Radio Mega on Tuesday, Mr Mao said the path of war which the government has chosen should not destabilise the peace that has encouraged development in the region for the last two years.

“Over the last two years, we have been rebuilding the destroyed infrastructure like schools, hospital as people return home,” he said. He said the war should not push the people back to camps again, he said.

Mr Mao said he doubts in military options to end the conflict in the region rather than peaceful dialogue. 

“The army’s record of ghost soldiers, deals in fuel, and uniforms by some scrupulous commanders is the reason the war is not the best option,” he said.

Meanwhile, Gulu RDC, Walter Ochora has said Joseph Kony should be killed in the jungles or captured alive from the battle field to end this problem.

Col. Ochora said Kony and the LRA’s continued failure to heed to government’s call for signing the comprehensive peace agreement was real breach of social contract. 

He was speaking on Tuesday while officiating at a two days workshop organised for Acholi traditional chiefs on the operations of the National Agricultural Advisory Services in Gulu.

“Kony has been fooling the world for all this period, people are tired of his tricks. The only option now is to hunt him down or capture him alive if he cannot surrender with his forces,” Col. Ochora said. 

Parliament blessing vital for war actions (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Parliament_blessing_vital_for_war_actions_77010.shtml 

Most Ugandans have had enough of rebel leader Joseph Kony’s intransigence over signing a final peace deal and may have hoped that the latest assault by the militaries of Uganda, Congo and Southern Sudan did more than bruise his operations. 

However there are some disturbing signals from operation “Lightning Thunder”. It has emerged that there was no consultation with the Parliament whatsoever. This sets a bad precedent for Uganda’s new multiparty system and shows the same government which sent troops into Congo in the 90’s has learnt nothing. It is also simply bad manners.

The Ugandan army is a legal institution bound by the Constitution and its organs. Parliament is one of those important pillars of the exercise of authority by the state and consulting it in such important national undertakings as making war in a neighbouring country, whether with the consent or not of such a country, is not something the Executive can shrug away.

It would have been important to brief the Speaker of the House and perhaps the Leader of the Opposition. If the government felt the timing of the briefing may compromise the operation, it could have done it the moment the operation got underway. Coming to Parliament after the fact and “informing” people’s representatives of the campaign is not enough.

These hawkish methods of work of the ruling party have been cited by its critics as a sort of impunity with which the State is run; a disregard for the rule of law and arrogance of the highest level. Several respected quarters have pointed out that the State in Uganda is personalised, with many in the ruling regime feeling they own it to the exclusion of others.

This is not the way to run a democracy where diverse opinions are a strength rather than a weakness. It has now emerged that the government may not be able to answer several questions it could have resolved with a little consultation like how long do they expect the troops to stay? 

Will it seek approval to fight a conventional war if the LRA put up resistance? Who is responsible for the “collateral damage” that the campaign might unleash? Since there was no way of knowing realistically where the women and children in the LRA camp lived, were their lives considered when the bombing was ordered? 

What will happen if Congo reneges and orders UPDF out? Answers should be provided. 

Northern Uganda

Sh60m set for decent burial of LRA victims (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/665149 

THE Acholi cultural institution, Ker Kwaro Acholi, will use sh60m to conduct traditional cleansing rituals on the remains of the victims of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels today. 

“We have selected 12 subcounties in Gulu and Amuru districts where we are going to conduct decent burial of the remains of people who have been killed during the LRA insurgency in Acholi,” Sophie Agwoko, the project officer, said. 

Agwoko said the move follows complaints by people that they were being haunted by ghosts. 

There are about 540 sites where LRA massacres took place in Gulu, Pader, Kitgum and Amuru districts. 

“We have procured one goat, two sheep, a cock and a cow for each of the 12 subcounties where we shall conduct the ceremonies. One of the sheep will be for cleansing the chief while entering the venue of the massacre to perform the traditional ritual. 

“Those who carry out the actual burial of the remains of the LRA victims shall be given a cock and a cow for the members of the community to eat. There is a white bed sheet to wrap the remains of the people,” Agwoko said. 

She said they would also go to Kitgum and Pader. 

“These remains have retarded people from returning to their homes. Some people fear seeing human skulls and bones lying in the open places,” Agwoko said. 

Health 
Arua battling cholera outbreak (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/health-and-living/Arua_battling_cholera_outbreak_76996.shtml 

The poor Arua residents are grappling with endemic cholera as Oli Division in the Municipality is facing a rare but telling explosion of the disease in low-income neighbourhoods. The cholera epidemic highlights the link between disease and the poverty in the municipality that is associated with urban decay and rural exodus.

In just a month, over 38 cases have been registered, mainly in the division, including three deaths district-wide. Statistics indicate that 28 people have been admitted at Oli Health Centre with one death case. “Oli Health Centre has become Arua’s referral hospital with overcrowding of patients,” The Municipal Health officer Dr Paul Onzubo said.

The spectrum of a return of the disease annually has raised widespread fear. District officials believe that several local people were infected by sub-standard sale of food and are paying the price. 

An economic meltdown has left urban residents with uncollected garbage and severe water cuts, forcing many desperate families to fetch unclean water from shallow wells. The Medecines Sans Frontieres (MSF) team is working closely with the district health team to contain the dreadful disease.

And on a dusty back street heaped with piles of uncollected refuse not far from Oli Health Centre, residents at the road side said, “Cholera is threatening us. Where is our Mayor?” 

Cholera is an acute intestinal infection spread by contaminated water and food. It is now endemic in the area, notably Oli and Ajia Sub County. These areas experienced strong torrential rain that run through the small, muddy alleys, invading each household and leaving filthy rubbish in its wake. Contents from broken sewage pipes and latrines seep into the floodwaters, raising the risk of cholera.

Previously, the Arua Mayor Mr Charles Asiki said the Municipal faces problems of garbage collection due to population density. He said this has made it difficult to control dumping of wastes.

The outbreak especially in Oli that has become annual could be due to several factors: the season, poor food safety, lack of proper hygiene by the population and the fact that the general environment probably hasn’t improved, as is the case across cholera-latent parts of Arua.

Dr Onzubo said high density population areas are explosive for a cholera outbreak, referring to the kind of conditions in which the bacterium thrives – overcrowded slums with poor sanitation and sewage, inadequate waste management and or contaminated water supplies. 

The message was sent home in a stream of radio announcements and alerts urging strict personal hygiene, like washing one’s hands with soap. Last week, health officials were raiding street markets for stale bread and other suspect foods and enforcing a ban on roadside sales of bags of potentially unsafe water. Dr Onzubo said communities must use disinfectants to prevent escalation of the disease. 

Despite the urge to buy chlorine tablets and a health education campaign with door-to-door canvassers dropping off leaflets that talk of the danger in dire terms, the infection has spread inexorably through these settlements. 

The tests on water quality by Municipal Health Authorities reveal that 97 per cent of water sources like boreholes and River Enyau are contaminated. Downstream from the spot where youths swim, young women from the settlement were drawing water for drinking, and car washing from the river that was widely condemned by the National environment management authority (Nema) continued unabated. 

The Arua Hill division Councillor Mr Buga Swaleh said the poor quality of water is endangering the health of the community. “First, they pump air which is costly in terms of money and secondly the water quality is bad. There is itching when one bathes with it when cold,” Mr Buga said. He said the poor water quality is dangerous for those making ice cream, processing milk and soft drinks. He said this may force the proprietors to stop production until the water quality improves. 

Meanwhile, the area Manager National Water and Sewerage Cooperation Mr Moses Muhumuza earlier told a council session that many people cannot afford to connect water to their homes due to poverty. He said this has forced many to use un-boiled water that is contaminated. 

“This is a bad situation where people cannot afford to connect water and even pay bills. Indeed poverty forces many to use contaminated water which is responsible for cholera spread.” The NWSC charges domestic water users Shs26 per jerry can, Shs41 for commercial purposes and Shs17 for public places but many households cannot afford to pay Shs100 for three jerry cans.
Hepatitis E cases decreasing in north (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/665151 

THE number of people catching Hepatitis E in northern Uganda is declining, a health official has said. “In the last two weeks, we have registered less than 100 new cases. By the 27th week of the year (around June), 700 new cases were reported in the country. 

“However, with the various interventions from different stakeholders, we have managed to bring down the number,” said Dr. Monica Musenero, the principle epidemiologist in the health ministry. 

Musenero also said some people had become immmune to Hepatitis E. 

The disease is transmitted through eating food or drinking water contaminated with faecal material. The symptoms include fever, headache, general body weakness, muscle pains, yellowing of the eyes and passing yellow urine. 

Hepatitis E, thought to have been brought from southern Sudan, was first detected in Kitgum district in May before it spread to Gulu, Amuru and Pader districts. 

Statistics from the health ministry indicate that 62 new cases and one death were reported in November. Of these, 57 were in Kitgum and 5 in Pader district. 

The total number of Hepatitis E cases in the country since the outbreak is 9,211 with 146 deaths. 

“Although Hepatitis E affects all people, it is more severe among pregnant women and children. Actually, that is where most of the deaths are registered. These people’s bodies are generally weak,” said Musenero. 

She added: “Hepatitis E is hard to contain especially in populations with poor sanitation and lack of safe drinking water. Most of the measures we have undertaken are community-based. 

“It is very difficult to enforce personal measures. For example, you cannot force someone to wash their hands before eating food.”
Foot-and-mouth kills 100 cattle in Kayunga District (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Foot-and-mouth_kills_100_cattle_in_Kayunga_District_77033.shtml 

An outbreak of the foot-and-mouth disease in Kayunga District has so far left 100 head of cattle dead and several others critically sick.

The District Director for Production, Dr David Mugabi, said on Wednesday that the epidemic, which broke out early this month, has mostly killed cattle in Bbaale and Galilaaya sub-counties where most residents are cattle keepers. 

“The epidemic has thrown all farmers in panic but we are trying to ensure that we contain the disease from spreading to other sub-counties,” Dr Mugabi said.

Coupled with the current drought in the affected areas, Dr Mugabi said, the animals were dying at a fast pace.

“Most deaths have been caused by the lack of grazing pasture and water for the sick animals as they cannot move because their feet are rotten,” Dr Mugabi said adding, “With enough pasture, an infected animal can, with time, get healed if it gets adequate treatment.”

He said the district had already contacted the Ministry of Agriculture asking for veterinary drugs.

Bbaale LC3 chairman David Mpanga said it is suspected the disease spread to the area from the neighbouring Kamuli District where it recently killed several animals.

“With the festive season at hand, we are going to lose money because the district has imposed a quarantine restricting movement of animals and their products from the affected area,” Mr Mpanga said.

The RDC, Ms Margaret Balyehuki, urged residents not to eat meat of animals which have died of the disease.

She asked them to report to relevant authorities animals with any signs similar to those of foot-and-mouth disease.

Yesterday Daily Monitor reported that fear of severe famine was spreading in the district as the long dry spell, which started in October, rages on leaving many crops withered.

The acting LC5 chairman, Mr Boniface Bandikubi, had earlier said that the most affected sub-counties are Kitimbwa, Kayunga and Busaana. 

“There is now widespread fear that famine might strike the district hard,” Mr Bandikubi said. 

Crisis looms over Mbarara hospital (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/665167 

MBARARA Hospital has run out of essential supplies to attend to patients. “Following a departmental meeting of obstetrics and gynaecology on December 15, the frustrated clinical staff are letting you know of the unacceptable situation on the ground,” read a letter to the hospital director, Dr. Placid Mihayo. 

The letter titled “Crisis due to continued lack of basic clinical supplies in the department” was also pinned on the hospital’s public notice board. 

The appalling situation has left some women to give birth in the compound as the medical workers watch helplessly. 

“Every mother has to buy gloves for themselves in order to be examined, delivered and even operated on where necessary,” reads the letter signed by the department head, Prof. C. Sanchez, Sr. Hope Mubiru, the in-charge of the ward and Sr. Agiri Lubega, the head of the theatre. 

According to the medical workers, a pregnant Congolese refugee, Jolly Kavira, was on December 12 referred from the Nakivale Health Centre suffering from cholera. 

She subsequently went into labour at 2:00 am and needed an emergency caesarean section. Unfortunately, the department did not have any gloves at the time. 

“The clinicians after a lot of struggle only managed to operate on her at 6:00am,” adds the letter. The medical workers say they have for the past one year struggled to treat patients because of the inadequate supplies. 

“The one trolley in the unit used to carry the mother with cholera is being used for patients who are not infected,” revealed the medical workers in their letter. The personnel say they urgently needed protective gear like gloves, aprons and gumboots. 

They also need patients and theatre gowns, delivery sets, trolleys and wheelchairs. Although the hospital trains doctors and nurses, the staff said it lacks basic facilities for the training. 

When contacted on Tuesday, Dr. Mihayo said: “We are trying every possible way to avert the crisis because these items are out of stock from our main suppliers; the Joint Medical Stores and at the National Medical Stores.” 

Mihayo added: “We have instructed our procurement officer to buy some items like gloves from the local stores in the district.” 

Some staff said the hospital has not been renovated in the last three years. As one of the few regional referral hospitals in western Uganda, the health facility receives patients from neighbouring DR Congo, Rwanda and Tanzania.
Guards treating patients,say MPs (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/665165 

GUARDS, commonly known as askaris, are prescribing drugs and treating patients in several health centres, Members of Parliament have said. 

The revelations were made at a reproductive health workshop in Parliament yesterday. 

The MPs said the situation had been caused by the shortage of health workers. 

Tingey MP Herbert Sabila said during a tour by the Parliamentary Forum on Population and Food Security to eastern Uganda, a medical officer in Bugiri informed them that in some health centres II, askaris prescribe drugs during the day and do security work at night. 

Busia district Woman MP Rose Wabwire also said she had come across askaris treating patients in her constituency. She urged the Government to scale up the training of health workers. 

Kitgum district Woman MP Beatrice Anywar also testified that she found an askari giving drugs to patients in Parabek Ogili sub-county. 

The workshop discussed maternal health, fistula and immunisation. It was sponsored by the German Foundation for World Population Uganda. 

Bundibugyo district Woman MP Jane Alisemera said the free mosquito nets which are given to pregnant women and children are a motivation to produce more. 

“Those who are not pregnant envy the pregnant ones,” she said. “Some even borrow their colleagues’ children to present before the distributors.” 

Alisemera said the nets should be given to families, instead. 

Dr. Jotham Musinguzi, the regional director of the Partners in Population and Development Africa Regional Office, said Uganda was making some progress in the health sector. 

He said he was happy that a drug to stop women from bleeding during and after labour had been approved for use in the country. 

Musinguzi urged the Government to ensure it devotes 15% of the national budget to health as agreed upon in the Abuja Declaration. He urged politicians to help the health ministry to achieve set targets. 

Dr. Anthony Mbonye, an assistant commissioner at the health ministry, said the mistreatment of expectant mothers by midwives was discouraging women from delivering at health centres. 

Dr. Ismael Ndifuna, from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), noted that 142,000 Ugandan women suffer from fistula, yet the country lacks specialists. 

Uganda embraces telemedicine (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/665162 

THE ministries of health and Information and Communication Technology (ICT) are introducing telemedicine to extend quality health care services to rural areas. 

Telemedicine is the use of electronically exchanged medical information. 

“Telemedicine is an important tool for providing healthcare services,” said ICT minister, Dr. Ham Mulira. 

He was speaking during a telemedicine sensitisation workshop at Hotel Africana in Kampala yesterday. 

The project is being implemented through the ICT ministry’s Rural Communications Development Fund. 

The fund’s director, Bob Lyazi, said district officers will be able to exchange information with the main server at the health ministry. 

“Referrals that originally required ambulances especially in remote areas will now be done through the computer,”said Lyazi. 

“Soon, we shall procure and install the relevant infrastructure and hand over the project to the health ministry in 2012,” he added. 

Primary health care state minister, Dr. Emmanuel Otaala, said the equipment at Mulago will link the country’s largest health facility to Indian hospitals to share information on open-heart surgery.
Congolese Refugees 

Congolese refugees still coming, says UNHCR (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Congolese_refugees_still_coming_says_UNHCR_77039.shtml 

The United Nations High Commission for Refugees says more Congolese refugees continue to enter Uganda to escape fighting in the volatile Democratic Republic of Congo. 

UNHCR said in its update situation report released on December 16 that on average, at least 50 refugees are crossing into Uganda daily.

“The general situation in the DRC is still unstable and, on average, about 50 refugees continue to cross into Uganda daily. Following a thorough registration process, UNHCR has confirmed that there are 7,970 people in Matanda Transit Centre, which was opened on November 28 to accommodate new arrivals from the DRC,’’ the statement said.

According to UNHCR, Nakivale settlement camp in Isingiro District currently hosts about 10,261 new arrivals, since the beginning of August 2008. This brings the total of all refugees in Nakivale to almost 40,000, including the old caseload, according to the refugee agency.

Because of the spiraling population in the camps with no proper hygiene and sanitation facilities, UNHCR says the health situation in both Nakivale settlement and Matanda Transit Centre created some cause for concern as cases of cholera have been reported between November 22 and December 1 respectively.

“As of December 14, 2008, seven cases had been reported in Matanda, with one death, while in Nakivale Settlement, 67 cases had been reported, with two deaths,’’ the statement adds.

In an effort to contain the situation, UNHCR together with the Office of the Prime Minister is mobilising the refugee community to undertake hygiene promotion. Soap, buckets and sanitary material are being distributed to the refugees.

The fighting between rebel leader Laurent Nkunda and the Congolese government in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo has displaced over 250,000 people. Most of them have fled into Uganda. 

Rebel leader Gen. Nkunda, who controls parts of eastern DRC, has threatened to topple the government of President Joseph Kabila if no agreement to negotiate a power sharing deal is reached. 
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