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Ugandan rebel chief eludes regional forces: army (AFP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ig2q1jRthNpuyZfC7ICISShYc2nA 

Ugandan rebel chief Joseph Kony just escaped a weekend military strike by a joint regional force against the insurgents in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, an army officer said Thursday.

"He left shortly before the aircraft attacked the camp," said Chris Magezi, the spokesman of the joint force, referring to the rebels' hideout.

Forces from Uganda, DR Congo and south Sudan launched an offensive against the rebels on Sunday, in an operation Kampala said was to force them back to the peace process, whose final agreement reached in April Kony has refused to sign.

Magezi said Kony's lieutenants Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen, who also faces International Criminal Court (ICC) arrest warrants, were at the camp during the strike, but could not elaborate on their fate.

"The rough terrain and unavailability of connecting roads through the forested Garamba park made it difficult for the ground troops to be deployed within striking distance to capture the fleeing rebels," Magezi explained.

He added that top military officials went to the camp on Thursday but did not find any bodies, however he said that two fighters had surrendered.

"Strategically our operation has achieved a lot. The strikes were a major blow to the LRA," Magezi said.

But LRA spokesman David Nyekorach Matsanga said the forces would not capture Kony and urged for the resumption of negotiations.

"They cannot capture him (Kony) they will not succeed. They have to talk," Matsanga told AFP.

Kony has repeatedly refuse to sign the final peace deal already inked by Uganda, citing the outstanding ICC warrants over war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Matsanga and Ugandan lawmakers from the country's northern region worst affected by the two-decade civil war have condemned the raid.

The United States has hailed the military action, but the New York-based Human Rights Watch urged the forces to protect civilian lives.

On Wednesday, state minister for defence Ruth Nankabirwa said Ugandan forces were dropping flyers urging the rebels to gather at designated areas to avoid being attacked.

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and nearly two million displaced in two decades of fighting between the LRA and the government.

Kony took charge in 1988 of a regional rebellion among northern Uganda's ethnic Acholi minority. He is accused by the ICC of raping, mutilating and murdering civilians as well as forcibly recruiting child soldiers.
UPDF attacked Kony on parade (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/665379 

UPDF helicopter gunships attacked LRA rebels on parade, the commanders said yesterday.The commander of the military offensive code-named Operation Lightning Thunder, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, said the strikes were on target. 

He said intelligence gathered prior to the attack indicated that the rebels were on parade at the ominous hour of the fateful day. 

The information has been corroborated by rescued abductees. Kankiriho said the area was scorched. The bombs from the Mig23 jet fighters and helicopter gun-ships had chopped trees, incinerated huts and tents in the surroundings. He said the camps are desolate. 

The bombardment was jointly carried out by Uganda, Congo and South Sudan forces after Kony refused to sign the peace agreement that had been painstakingly reached in Juba in April. 

Kankiriho, who yesterday inspected the camps located deep in the Garamba National Park in the north-east of the DR Congo, said the trail of blood and abandoned possessions showed the rebels suffered a deadly blow. 

After the Sunday morning parade, Kankiriho said, Kony left for hunting. Moments later, he said, the MiG23 jet fighters and helicopters struck the camps, including the hunting grounds. 

The rebels, according to him, returned to pick their dead and injured because the advancing troops took time to occupy the camps given the difficult terrain. 

“We don’t know who is dead but we shall find out soon,” he promised. “Our plan was to hit them first with the air-force. We are after breaking the will of Kony to fight again.” 

But, Kankiriho said, the hunt for Kony was still on and more forces had been deployed to pursue him if he is alive. 

From the camps, the army picked two G3 guns and one sub-machine gun. 

Two more abductees were also rescued, bringing the number to eight since the campaign was launched on Sunday. 

Kankiriho said Kony had expensive bedding and a guitar which he abandoned. It appeared, Kankiriho added, that the man wanted at The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity, wanted to turn Garamba into a fortress from where he would commit more atrocities. 

Kony, Kankiriho explained, had established a permanent homestead with several mud-and-wattle huts for his many wives which surrounded his. 

He marvelled at the expansive chunks of forest that the rebels had opened up for farming and rearing goats and chicken. 

Spokesperson Capt. Chris Magezi earlier said several documents, including copies of the final peace agreement which Kony refused to sign thrice this year, were picked from the camps. 

When the attack came to light on Monday, Acholi MPs condemned it, saying only peace talks would pacify the region since for 20 odd years the military option had failed to deliver peace. 

They also said the casualties would be abducted children and women whom, the MPs added, the Government had failed to protect in the first place. 

Aswa MP Reagan Okumu said the allies bombed empty camps which Kony had fled days earlier. 

In a reaction, Kankiriho said: “Reagan Okumu thinks these are World War times (1914-1945) where you attack and stab someone with a sword. I will invite him to talk to the rescued abductees. They tell how the planes hit the camps.” 

He also said the captives and rebels’ families lived in separate camps. “The MPs are asking, ‘where are the dead bodies?’ We are not after mirambo (corpses),” Kankiriho said. “We want to break Kony’s will to fight.” 

Asked how he travelled to the LRA camps from the joint forces tactical base at Dungu, Kankiriho said the UPDF had the means to take him there. “We are too modern. We can reach anywhere. Even if we were walking, I would walk. I am a field man.” 

On whether he had travelled along with his deputies, Col. Moses Rwakitarate and Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba, to inspect the camps, Kankiriho said in the army, assistants move ahead of the commander. 

On its part, the UN Security Council has supported the latest effort to flush out the rebels holed up in the Garamba forest. 

After briefing the council about the attack on Wednesday, the UN envoy to Northern Uganda, former Mozambican President Joachim Chissano, told reporters that the members expressed sympathy and support for the military action. 

“They also urged that the peace process be continued and they would support the peace process, which means the signature of the final agreement,” Chissano was quoted by the UN news centre. 

Chissano stressed that Kony had now failed “for the seventh time” to sign the peace accord. 

LRA spokesperson David Nyekorach Matsanga welcomed the Security Council debate. “Not all of them voiced support for the military option,” he said. “It was a fifty-fifty stand, and this is good for the peace talks.” 

Matsanga said the LRA negotiating team would continue to push for resumption of the peace talks. He said he was in touch with the leader of government delegation Ruhakana Rugunda. 

Chissano, whose term as envoy to northern Uganda expires in two weeks, urged the council to support Uganda end the rebellion militarily. 

Council diplomats said they hoped to agree a unanimous statement backing the offensive in the coming days. 

Reuters news agency reported that Britain’s UN Ambassador John Sawers told reporters the military action was necessary since Kony had refused to cooperate in the peace process. 

He described Kony’s militia as a “festering sore in this region of Africa.” 

An earlier report from Chissano’s office on the stalled peace process said the Congolese and Uganda governments lost patience with Kony who had repeatedly failed to show up to sign the final peace agreement. 

The reclusive Kony has refused to sign the final peace deal, saying he wants the International Criminal Court arrest warrants dropped first. 

Uganda has pledged to ask the Security Council to suspend the warrants after Kony signs the truce. 

Chissano said the council had not discussed freezing the indictments as Kony has yet to honour his commitments. 

The LRA is notorious for human rights abuses including the killing and maiming of civilians and the abduction and recruitment of children as soldiers and sex slaves. 

UPDF cannot capture Kony, says Matsanga (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_cannot_capture_Kony_says_Matsanga_77107.shtml 

The LRA rebel chief negotiator, Mr David Nyekorach Matsanga yesterday said that rather than thinking of capturing Kony and his top commanders, the UPDF should think of entering into further peace negotiations. “They cannot capture him (Kony) they will not succeed. They have to talk,” Mr Matsanga, who said he spoke to a “senior commander in the field”, told Daily Monitor by telephone. “Those claiming they hit Kony, it is a big hoax,”he added, without elaborating if he spoke to Kony himself.

The army said yesterday corpses were found in Kony’s east Congo hideout after it was attacked by the combined force of military forces from Uganda, Sudan and DRC, but have not found the rebel leader.  

The five-day offensive began with an attack by helicopter gunships and an aerial bombardment of the five LRA camps, and Special Forces have since moved into the remote jungle areas to “mop up” the insurgents, the army said. But despite statements by the government praising the purported success of the air raids, officials are yet to state  the number of the casualties on the rebel side. The spokesman for the UPDF troops in DRC under the banner of “Operation Lightning Thunder,” Capt. Chris Magezi said, the army has not lost any soldiers because they have not heard confrontation with the rebels.

The spokesman fro the UPDF troops in DRC, Capt. Chris Magezi said while Kony escaped, two of his senior commanders  Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen were in the LRA headquarters nick-named Camp Swahili, when the air strikes took place but could not say they were wounded or killed. “He (Kony) left shortly before the aircraft attacked the camp but Odhiambo and Ongwen were in the camp,” Capt. Magezi  said in the first official statement about the whereabouts of Kony since Sunday. 

Odhiambo, who replaced, Vincent Otti, Kony’s deputy executed last year over  alleged coup plot against the rebel chief and Ongwen, the third in command, are  indicted by the International Criminal Court with Kony crimes against humanity.

The UPDF overall Operations Commander, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, his deputies, Col. Moses Rwakitarate, the Chief of staff air force and Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba  flew  into the camp, located about 90km North of Dungu, their headquarters yesterday. “We recovered three more guns and recovered documents including those on the peace talks. We recovered a guitar and a lot of household property,” Capt. Magezi who accompanied the commanders said. 

He said, “Strategically our operation has achieved a lot because all around these camps Kony had cultivated a lot of food. It is a major blow. He could have runaway with food but it won’t last him long”. But later State Minister for Foreign affairs (international affairs),  Okello Oryem told Reuters news agency that UPDF have found dead bodies and are trying to identify them. “If Kony was among those bodies, we would have known by now,” he added.” 

However, Mr Matsanga said he has had contacts with the rebel forces on the ground but they told him they were safe from the air strikes. “What they (forces) are doing is punishing and killing young children and women who have nothing to do with the war,” Mr Matsanga said. 

Ugandan army deploys more troops in NE DR Congo to fight LRA rebels (People’s Daily)

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/90855/6557521.html 
The Ugandan military said on Thursday that it is deploying more troops in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) to beef up an ongoing offensive against the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). 

Capt. Chris Magezi, the spokesman for the operation launched on Sunday, told Xinhua by satellite telephone link from Dungu in northeastern DR Congo that some troops are already occupying the deserted rebel group's main camp. 

He said more troops are being deployed in Garamba forest to hunt down the rebel group and its leader Joseph Kony. 

"There is no more safe haven for Kony in Garamba," said Magezi, noting that the vast gardens found in rebel's main camp are being destroyed. 

He said though there were no casualties found in the camps, there were traces of blood indicating that the dead or injured were carried away before the ground troops closed in. 

"We are investigating to find out whether the dead were thrown in a nearby river," Magezi said. 

Military forces from Uganda, southern Sudan and DR Congo on Sunday launched an aerial bombing on LRA camps, an offensive aimed at forcing Kony to sign the Final Peace Agreement the rebel group negotiated with government for over two years. 

The LRA insurgency, one of Africa's longest running conflicts, has wreaked havoc in northern Uganda, southern Sudan, DR Congo and the Central African Republic and has killed tens of thousands of people and left some 2 million people homeless in northern Uganda. 

LRA has more recently targeted towns and villages in the DR Congo and the Central African Republic, abducting hundreds of local residents this year to forcefully recruit them into the rebel group.
Catch him if you can (The Economist)

http://www.economist.com/world/mideast-africa/displaystory.cfm?story_id=12821574&fsrc=rss 

JUST before mist shrouded the Garamba jungle in north-eastern Congo in the morning of December 14th, Ugandan fighter aircraft attacked five bush camps of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a guerrilla group that has terrorised northern Uganda for 21 years. The Ugandan government says that the main camp belonging to the LRA’s commander, Joseph Kony, was “thoroughly thumped”. Helicopter gunships followed, strafing at low altitude. After that, a ground offensive began, with the aim of catching or killing Mr Kony. 

The Ugandans, some of them veterans of peacekeeping in Somalia, fought alongside troops from the armies of Congo and south Sudan. This military co-operation is unprecedented. The Ugandans say they were well received by the Congolese at their barracks, though Congo blames Uganda for a number of atrocities during a five-year Congolese war, which ended in 2003. The two countries have also been at odds over an oil find in Lake Albert, which lies between them.
South Sudan’s involvement was more expected, because the United States, south Sudan’s patron, has long urged three-way action—by the Ugandans, the Congolese and the south Sudanese—against the LRA. The south Sudanese government in Juba, which had mediated tortuous talks between Uganda and the LRA for two years, had recently been angered by LRA attacks inside its own semi-autonomous region. Congo is fed up with the LRA for raping and kidnapping its civilians, many of them children. 

Mr Kony’s fate is unclear. He has a demonic hold over his fighters but can expect no sympathy from elsewhere. He is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court at The Hague. Though this may have persuaded him to negotiate with the Ugandan government in the first place, it also made later peace talks trickier. In any case, negotiations now look dead.

The LRA may be defeated militarily. But Mr Kony has evaded death many times before. Moreover, the LRA’s strength and ferocity were bolstered by genuine grievances among northern Uganda’s Acholi people which have yet to be addressed. Uganda’s president, Yoweri Museveni, promised direct talks with Mr Kony last week, even as he signed off on military action to kill him.
Northern Uganda

Attack on LRA will affect business- traders (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Attack_on_LRA_will_affect_business-_traders_77084.shtml 

Traders in Gulu District have expressed fear of losing business for their merchandise after the government, DR Congo and Sudan attacked LRA rebel bases in Garamba, eastern DRC on Sunday.

Some of the business persons that Daily Monitor spoke to on Wednesday said, the attack had created fear and tension. “ People cannot buy clothes and other luxurious items because they are not certain of what will happen,”  Mr Moses Owino, a resident said. 

Ms Agatha Wamboko, a  matooke seller said:  “The price of matooke has gone high, transporters fear to bring food stuff,” she said. Mr Munigu Okello, a shop owner in Gulu town said: “The government option was ill timed. We were expecting to make big sales during this festive season.”

For close to three years now there has been relative peace in the northern region which has boosted  business. Mr Daniel Ayella, a cloth seller said: “I will wait before buying more stock because one can never tell if the attacks will not spill to the region.”

Meanwhile, business people have not hiked prices of their commodities as is always the norm during festive season. They fear that the commodities may not be bought. But the Fourth Division Spokesperson,  Capt.  Ronald Kakurungu said the situation is under control. “What should be understood is that the operation is not local, it involves many actors.” The attack was authorised and sanctioned by the government of Congo,” he said. 

Apac residents to receive 65,000 mosquito nets (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/665359 

APAC residents are to get 65,000 free mosquito nets, a health ministry official has said. Dr. Medard Rukaari said the United Nations children’s organisation, Unicef, would distribute the nets during the Christmas season. 

Addressing LC5 councillors at a workshop in Omodi Hotel on Tuesday, Rukaari said Apac had the highest malaria incidence in the country. 

He said priority would be given to children, pregnant mothers and sub-counties reporting more malaria cases. 

Rukaari said community medicine distribution teams and LCs, who had been trained to collect data and register the beneficiaries, would give out the nets. 

The district health inspector, Sabiti Mbabazi Atenyi, cautioned the residents against selling the items. 

He said there were reports that some people had turned the nets into wedding gowns. 

The councillors, however, were displeased that some sub-counties had been left out of the campaign. 

The district LC5 vice-chairman, Bob Okae, said the entire district should benefit. 

Agricultural Livelihood
WFP starts buying food from farmers (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business/WFP_starts_buying_food_from_farmers_77075.shtml 

Small-scale farmers can now earn more from their labour by selling their produce directly to the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) thanks to a signed purchasing deal.

WFP is the largest quality-oriented buyer of graded commodities in Uganda. Last year, the organisation bought food worth $55million (approximately Shs104 billion), and about the same amount is meant to be bought this year. The organisation plans to buy food from Uganda worth $300million in the next three years. 

WFP signed a deal to start purchasing food through the Warehouse Receipt System (WRS), a mechanism where warehouse keepers licensed by the Uganda Commodity Exchange (UCE) store high quality agricultural produce from farmer groups, traders  and processors in public warehouses. 

WFP started its purchase on December 17 in Jinja with 48 metric tonnes of maize from Rock Trust, a group composed of 21 small-holder farmers from Mayuge District.

The WFP country representative, Mr Stanlake Samkange  said the move is intended to support the government’s poverty eradication efforts. “Today’s purchase and agreement were the beginning of WFP’s bid to double the amount of food it has been buying in Uganda annually,” he said.

Mr Samkange said WFP has been supporting small-holder farmer groups since 2003. What we are doing today, he said is try to open up more market opportunities so as to increase earned incomes and improve the quality of life for poor people. The organisation also signed a memorandum of understanding with Uganda Commodity Exchange (UCE). 

UCE’s Manager, Mr Alex Rwego said the deal marked a new era of marketing agricultural commodities in Uganda. Mr Rwego said UCE was renovating two warehouses in Kasese and Masindi districts and evaluating five more to feed the new market.
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