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Joint Operations against LRA
Surrender? Not our deputy, says LRA (Daily Nation)

http://www.nation.co.ke/News/africa/-/1066/522788/-/13rvr6nz/-/ 

Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army has dismissed recent media reports that its deputy leader Okot Odhiambo plans to surrender to the authorities.
LRA’s chief negotiator and leader of peace delegation David Nyekorach Matsanga, dismissed as untrue the claims published late last month in the two leading Ugandan dailies; The Monitor and New Vision.

“These stories have been put under close scrutiny and they bare no truth but act as war strategy for the Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) to create disharmony and danger to LRA fighters who are holed in Garamba Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo,” said the LRA spokesman in a statement sent to the Nation over the weekend.

He said that the Final Peace Agreement (FPA), planned to be signed between the LRA and Kampala, protects Mr Odhiambo, warning that any attempt by UPFD to arrest Joseph Kony’s deputy, will be tantamount to throwing into disarray the implementation of the much awaited FPA.

Mr Odhiambo is claimed to be one of five LRA leaders wanted by the Hague-based International Criminal Court (ICC).
Congo: Rwanda, Uganda troops to leave in February (International Herald Tribune)

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2009/01/31/africa/AF-Congo.php 

Congo's president said Saturday that troops from former enemies Rwanda and Uganda, who are carrying out joint operations against armed militias in the east, must leave this Central African nation by the end of February.

Ugandan soldiers have been fighting Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army rebels in the northeast since December, while Rwandan troops were invited in this month to hunt down Rwandan militias linked to that nation's 1994 genocide.

President Joseph Kabila made the announcement in the capital, Kinshasa, telling reporters the foreign armies' presence "must not last beyond the month of February."

Ugandan and Rwandan troops invaded in 1998 and seized the eastern half of the country, ostensibly to fight insurgents opposed to their governments. But the two nations became involved in a hunt for mineral riches, turning their guns on each other in three separate battles in the diamond-rich northern city of Kisangani. Hundreds of civilians were killed.

Uganda and Rwanda withdrew after a 2002 peace deal allowed their rebel proxies to occupy top posts in a Congolese unity government.

Kabila won elections two years ago, and has struggled to end continual violence and extend central government authority in the lawless east of his Europe-sized nation.

Some of the worst violence has hit the northeast, where the U.N. and human rights groups say Ugandan rebels have massacred more than 700 people over the last month in apparent retaliation for a military offensive waged against them since mid-December by soldiers from Congo, Uganda and Sudan.

Further south, around the provincial capital, Goma, Tutsi rebels led by Laurent Nkunda seized a large territory of hilly pastureland in fighting last fall that forced 250,000 people from their homes.

This month, though, senior commanders and his longtime ally, Rwanda, betrayed Nkunda, accusing him of being a megalomanic who embezzled from rebel coffers. In a surprise move, Rwanda detained Nkunda as part of a deal between the two nations that has allowed Rwanda to send thousands of troops across the border into Congo, where they are conducting a joint military offensive aimed at disarming the Rwandan Hutu militias. The offensive was initially supposed to last 10 to 15 days.

As part of the deal, rebels of a splinter faction led by Bosco Ntaganda said they would operate under army command and eventually integrate into army ranks. Rights groups have called for Ntaganda to be extradited to the International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands, where he is wanted for the alleged forced conscription of child soldiers several years ago.

Analysts speculate Ntaganda may have brokered a deal to avoid being tried abroad, and Kabila implied his government was not going to pursue him. Speaking about Ntaganda's fate, Kabila said his country's options were "expedited international justice or peace and security for our people in the east."

"For me, the choice is clear," Kabila said. "The choice is stability and security."

Kabila also said it was not enough to detain Nkunda. "We must completely decapitate the mafia that has installed itself in the east," he said.

Captured LRA commander dies (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670055 

An LRA commander captured during Operation Lighting Thunder underway in the Garamba jungles, north-east DR Congo, died on Friday, reports Barbara Among. 

Maj. Okello Opore, who was captured in Duroma, died from bullet wounds. 

He was an escort to Okot Odhiambo, the LRA second-in-command. Opore, who hails from Adilang in Pader district, was undergoing treatment at a facility in Dungu, Operation Lightning Thunder’s tactical base. 

“He was shot on Friday night in an ambush north-east of Dungu, as he was looking for food and after 30 minutes, he died,” operation spokesperson Capt. Deo Akiki said. 

Details have emerged as to why Odhiambo has opted to seek for pardon from the Government. Sources said Joseph Kony’s deputy was reportedly in favour of signing the peace agreement before the December 14 offensive. This is said to have caused a rift between him and his boss. 

Odhiambo was also compelled to surrender due to the multiple injuries he had incurred during the operation. 

He was wounded in an earlier attack on December 14 and sustained bullet wounds two weeks ago during a clash with the UPDF, 30km north of Doruma. 

Odhiambo is reported to be suffering from gout and walks with difficulty. His guards are said to be carrying him on a stretcher. 

Odhiambo is also said to have been unhappy with the execution of his predecessor, Vincent Otti, and reluctantly accepted to replace him.
Museveni briefs African leaders on Kony operation (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/670046 

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni has briefed the Great Lakes region leaders about the on-going operation against the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Museveni, who is in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for the 12th African Union (AU) summit that opens today, briefed the leaders during their closed- door mini-summit held on Saturday. 

Museveni was accompanied to Addis Ababa by his wife, Janet and scores of government officials. 

Briefing reporters after the closed session, Kenyan foreign affairs minister Moses Wetangula said Museveni had briefed them on the progress in the search for what he called other negative forces, including LRA leader Joseph Kony. 

“President Museveni gave the summit a comprehensive brief on the operations that are ongoing by joint forces from Uganda, Congo, Sudan and Central African Republic to scuttle and possibly arrest Joseph Kony and his LRA forces. The summit appreciated the fact that the LRA are now scattered and on the run and hopefully Joseph Kony will be apprehended and brought to justice,” he said. 

Eleven countries took part in the two-hour meeting. They were Angola, Burundi, the Central African Republic, the Republic of Congo (Brazzaville), the DRC, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia, 

The leaders, according to a statement issued later, formally hailed the arrest of Congolese rebel leader Laurent Nkunda and indicated that Kony was the next target. 

The leaders described Nkunda’s arrest as a positive contribution to regional peace. They also hailed the improving relations between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo and the exchange of ambassadors between Kigali and Kinshasa. 

The AU Summit will open today. The leaders yesterday held a closed session on the Union Government in Africa.  

See Also:

Great Lakes Leaders Hail Nkunda Arrest, Say Kony Next Target (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-01-31-voa27.cfm 
DR Congo leader vows to eliminate all militia groups (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-02/01/content_10745965.htm 

LRA attacks displace 130,000 in DR Congo: UN (AFP)
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5j2EsrdAcOJ3DxoIfzRCywNnnFjfw 
January 31, 2009

More than 130,000 people have been displaced in northern DR Congo after fresh attacks by Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels, the UN said Friday.

The spate of attacks on the civilian population follow joint efforts by Congolese, Ugandan and south Sudanese forces to flush out the LRA, which has been based in northern DR Congo's Garamba National Park for several years.

"The number of persons displaced is estimated at more than 130,000, or nearly half the population of the territory of Dungu," the region's main city, the UN's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.

More than 8,000 people have fled to neighbouring Sudan from Congo's Orientale province, OCHA said.

OCHA said the LRA had killed 896 people, and abducted 711, including 540 children, between the beginning of December and January 17.

The joint operation began on December 14.

The UN peacekeeping mission in DR Congo, MONUC, said on Wednesday its forces had discovered at least 100 bodies of people killed by LRA rebels.

The victims are believed to have been killed in an attack by LRA rebels on the village of Tora in the northeastern Orientale province on January 16.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, warned Tuesday that the joint military operation "could lead to further human rights abuses being perpetrated against the civilian population who are, in effect, caught between the conflicting parties."

The joint operation has so far failed to capture LRA leader Joseph Kony.
Army rescues 90 Congolese (Sunday Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/sun_news/Army_rescues_90_Congolese_79155.shtml 

February 1, 2009

The Uganda army on Friday said it had rescued 90 Congolese women and children from the Lords Resistance Army’s (LRA) captivity. 

Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, overall commander of the army’s Operation Lightning Thunder currently underway in the DR Congo, told Sunday Monitor that LRA’s Major Okore Okello was killed when the UPDF hit a rebel hideout south of Duruma, in northeastern DRC on Friday. 

“We avoided hitting the rebels directly and managed to rescue 90 Congolese abductees. We were careful to avoid civilian casualties. We hit them and they scattered leaving the abductees,” Brig. Kankiriho said. 

“The abductees were tied to each other on ropes like the old slave traders used to do,” he added. 

Brig. Kankiriho said a gun, three magazines and a walkie-talkie communication gadget was recovered from Major Okello, who is said to hail from Adilang Sub-county in Pader District. 

The rescue of 90 civilians is the first of its kind since the military operation was launched on December 14 last year with backing from troops from DRC and Southern Sudan. The abductees most of them were from Bangadi, in DRC, according to Brig. Kankiriho.

“People who were saying the operation failed should wait to see what we are doing and more is yet to come,” Brig. Kankiriho said. 

But the LRA peace delegation spokesman, Mr David Matsanga said in a Friday statement that reports of victory against the rebels are mere propaganda by the UPDF. 

“These stories … [bear] no truth but act as war strategy for the UPDF to create disharmony and danger to LRA fighters who are holed up in Garamba Park,” Mr Matsanga said. 

He also denied reports by the UPDF and the International Organisation for Immigration, an intergovernmental body based in Geneva, that LRA deputy commander, Okot Odhiambo wants safe passage to surrender. 

“The truth is that the war has not achieved its objectives. Instead it has brought more chaos to the region and more death of the civilian population in the areas where Operation Lightning Thunder has been launched,” Mr Matsanga said.

Health 
HIV/AIDS- The residents of Riwo camp blame epidemic on witchcraft (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/670032 

CHEROTIN, 30, (not real name) sat pensively in her hut, chin firmly held in her palm. She was in deep thought, worried about the news she had received from the health workers. She had just learnt she was HIV positive. 

Uncertain of how she contracted the disease, she said: “I have heard about this disease, but I do not think I have it. I only slept with one man and do not think he infected me. I believe some women are against me and have bewitched me.” 

However, because of the setting she lives in, Riwo camp, a home to 700 internally displaced people (IDPs), she probably got the disease from having unprotected sex in an attempt to make ends meet. 

“I sell myself to eat something. I earn about sh500 or sh1,000 when the day is good. I do not want to do this, but what can I do,” Cherotin finally confesses. “There is no free food here.” 

Cherotin is not the only one who believes HIV infection is withcraft. Three quarters of the residents in Riwo believe they are bewitched by people who do not wish them well, said Dr. Michael Mwanga, Bukwo director of health services. 

“The Riwo community has very little knowledge about HIV/AIDS, how it is spread, and how to prevent the spread. It is hard to blame them because no HIV/AIDS sensitization programme is available. As a result, HIV/AIDS prevalence is very high,” he said. 

Doctors say HIV/AIDS is tearing through this camp located in Bukwo district, in the eastern region of Uganda. A study conducted by the DHS office in 2007 revealed that the HIV prevalence rate of in the camp stood at 15%, five times higher than the national average rate of 6.5%. Infection among women was higher at 55% compared to the men’s 45%. 

He said the women in the camp are poor and have no source of a steady income. “The camp is set next to an army unit. As a result, the women engage in commercial sex with the soldiers. 

This has accelerated the spread of the disease.” Moses Musobo, the local council chairman, said the men who live in the camp have no jobs and are idle. “They own neither farms nor businesses. 

They get money from doing odd jobs like working in people’s gardens or burning charcoal. They spend their income on alcohol. After drinking, the residents engage in unprotected sex. 

Since 2006, over 100 people in the camp have died of HIV/AIDS,” he said. The majority are Bagisu, Iteso, Sabiny and Kenyans. Musobo says: “We have intermarried and do not know the status of the people we marry. 

Doctors say the HIV rate is high among married couples.” The people in this camp were displaced from their homes in Bukwo by the Pokot cattle rustlers in 2000. Many fled to Kenya, Mbale and Kapchorwa. 

“When the UPDF was brought to the area, it restored security. With relative peace, people came back and the Government, together with the district, setup Riwo camp for them,” said Alex Chemutai, the Riwo secretary for defense. 

Chemutai says the Government did not put in place social services or areas for crop cultivation. The camp has neither safe water nor health facilities. The community relies on the main Bukwo Hospital that is 40km away from the camp. 

They draw water from an unprotected well next to the camp. As a result, malaria and other diseases like typhoid are ravaging the community. Martin Baraza, a clinical officer at Bukwo Hospital, says every day, they receive about 20 cases of severe malaria from the camp. 

“It is good they do come, but unfortunately, few accept to be tested for HIV/AIDS. They claim when they do, others will use their blood to bewitch them,” he says. “We respect their decisions since HIV testing is supposed to be a voluntary.” 

As an intervention, the hospital is providing testing and counselling programmes to the community. “We visit the camp once a month to provide health education to the people and test those willing to be tested. 

We are short of funds and staff,” Mwanga said. The community is faced with a lot of stigma and very few people are willing to come forward and test. HIV/AIDS activists and NGOs should provide guidance and counselling. 

An organisation, Protecting Families Against Aids, is funding the prevention of mother to child transmission programme at the hospital,” Mwanga says. “We have since been hit by a shortage of funds and its future lies in balance. 

A wider AIDS prevention programme is needed to help everyone infected and affected,” he added. Mwanga stressed that the fight against HIV/AIDS in the camp will only be successful if poverty is addressed. 

“People here are very poor, with inadequate avenues to make money. They depend on handouts from well-wishers and the Government,” he said. 

RIWA CAMP KEY FACTS 


Has a population of over 800 people 


 No clean water and health no centre 


 Nearest hospital is over 40 km from the camp 


 Doctors visit the camp once every month 


 HIV Prevalance rate is about 15% 


 Over 100 people have died of AIDS 


 Residents believe the disease is a result of witchcraft 


 No source of income. People depend on handouts 


 People were displaced in 2000 by Pokot cattle rustlers
Fighting HIV requires a new way of thinking (New Vision - OPINION)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/459/669982 

By Joseph Matovu 

A recent article entitled “Is Uganda losing grip on the changing face of HIV?” (The New Vision, January 9, 2009) lists multiple concurrent sexual partnerships and being in a marital relationship as some of the key risk factors for HIV infection in Uganda today. 

This article, which draws heavily from a recent Modes of Transmission study, indicates that 46% of new infections in 2005 were among persons involved in multiple sexual partnerships (that is those reporting two or more partners), while 43% were among married people. That 43% of new infections occur among married people is not only self-defeating but also discouraging, given the earlier focus on sexual abstinence until marriage as the best HIV prevention strategy. 

In encouraging people to abstain from sex until marriage, the perception then was of marriage being a “safe haven”. 

However, the findings reported in the above-mentioned article show that marriage is no longer as safe as it used to be, calling for a need to focus on married people as one of the risk groups in need of urgent attention. 

Findings from a recent Modes of Transmission study also suggest that available HIV messages have tended to focus much more on young people at the expense of the older age groups. 

This created an impression that older age-groups were at a low risk of HIV infection. Unfortunately, however, in this situation of low perceived HIV risk, HIV transmission continued unabated among older age groups. 

Evidence suggests that up to 75% of HIV-infected Ugandans are aged 25 years and above. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that married individuals (in the 30-39 age bracket) and individuals reporting multiple sexual partners (majority of who are aged 25 years and above) have the highest prevalence of HIV. 

A focus on married individuals and persons reporting multiple sexual partners would thus be a timely intervention given what we now know about the transmission dynamics of HIV. This does not and should not, be interpreted to mean a shift away from HIV prevention interventions targeting young people who continue to be at increased risk for HIV infection. However, since we know where the next 1,000 infections will come from, it is imperative that we design interventions that target the source of these infections. 

At the end of the day, evidence-informed interventions targeting different most-at-risk populations will help to bring down the prevalence of HIV that seems to be on the rise in a country that was declared a rare success story in the fight against HIV just a few years ago. 

The first step towards reinvigorating our HIV/AIDS prevention efforts will be to utilise the findings of the Modes of Transmission study in designing appropriate target-specific interventions as well as allocating adequate resources to those interventions. We should be able to scale-up HIV prevention interventions that have proven successful in reducing HIV risk in those population segments that are most affected, including nationwide promotion of joint counselling and testing. 

Recent findings in Kumi and Bushenyi districts, for instance, suggest that door-to-door counselling and testing approaches can help couples to learn their HIV status within the confines of their homes, as well as identify many HIV-discordant couples. 

It is time to aggressively promote such approaches that can help couples learn about their HIV status since this has been shown to reduce transmission risk particularly in those couples where one of the partners is infected with HIV. 

As a matter of urgency, the Uganda AIDS Commission should convene a national HIV/AIDS stakeholders’ meeting with players at different levels to discuss the implications of these findings and decide the next course of action for HIV prevention efforts in Uganda. 

The writer works with Makerere University School of Public Health 

Education

Sciences require solid foundation (Daily Monitor – EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Sciences_require_solid_foundation_79171.shtml 

The recently released Uganda Certificate of Education (UCE) results present good and bad news. The good news is that there was a slight improvement compared to the previous year. This improvement, however minimal, is a move away from the depressing performance of the Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE) pupils.

The bad news is that the UCE students registered a disgracefully deplorable performance across all science subjects. Lack of functional laboratories in more than 35 per cent of the country’s 2,159 examinations centres has been sighted as reason for the slip.

Judging from the massive failure of UPE pupils, it is clear that our education system is moving away from the traditional principle of enrolling in schools to study, to just going to school as a requirement. This means that students go to school with little hope of attaining academic excellence and becoming productive citizens. 

Part of the problem is that our education system is detached from the utilitarian demands of the real world; that it why today’s school leavers are confronted with harsh realities in the job market. Most students are only interested in passing examinations, rather than understanding the wider subject area. As a result, we have graduates who are totally clueless! 

If more than 700 examination centres countrywide do not have laboratories, one wonders how students are expected to carry out practical lessons, and examinations in subjects such as biology, chemistry and physics. It is fair enough that laboratory rooms were set up for students to use for the examinations, but it is also true that the equipment was scanty. More disturbing is the fact that these students were simply performing a ritual they knew nothing about, given that their schools had no labs to give them practical lessons in the first place!

If government’s policy of prioritising sciences at all post primary and training levels is to succeed, then resources should be directed to building a solid science foundation right from O-level by setting up and equipping laboratories. Teachers must also realise that their work does not stop at preparing students to pass exams but giving them practical skills for the job market. Without a firm foundation in place at secondary level, promoting sciences in higher institutions of learning is futile.

The goal of educating young people - preferably in sciences - is noble, but serious discussion should be mooted of what this country is getting out of these graduates and what the graduates are getting for their money. Otherwise the youngsters who are gracing newspaper covers for excelling in exams will never fulfill government’s vision of producing a science-based labour force.

Primary schooling finally made compulsory in Uganda (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/522166/-/rkwdfvz/-/index.html 

Primary education has become compulsory in Uganda now that President Yoweri Museveni has assented to the Education (Pre-Primary, Primary and Post-Primary) Act, 2008.

The Act, passed into law by parliament last December, makes it an offence for a person, organisation, or agency refuse to enroll a child for the universal primary education and, on conviction to a fine not exceeding Ush1 million ($571). 

The offender may be given a warning in the case of a first offence; community service not exceeding six months, in case of a second offence; imprisonment for one year for subsequent offences or both a fine and warning, community service or imprisonment as the case may be.

The law also strictly prohibits any charges for universal primary education and universal post-primary education and training, and those contravening this subsection will be liable on conviction to a fine of Ush1 million ($571) or imprisonment for 12 months or both.

The objectives of the new law are: to effect the government education policy, functions and services; and effect the decentralisation of education services 

Others are to promote partnership with the various stakeholders in providing education services, quality control, training and physical education and sport in schools.

The law states that the provision of education and training to the child shall be a joint responsibility of the state, parent or guardian and other stakeholders; that basic education shall be provided and enjoyed as a right by all persons; financing of education shall be through fees, grants, donations, training levies, education tax, and any means as deemed appropriate by the government; and that religious studies shall form part of the curriculum in primary and post-primary schools.

The law also has, for the first time, clearly stated the minimum age at which pupils should start Class One — six years — but is silent on the age up to which a person is eligible for universal primary education. For instant, it has been reported that people of 30-40 years have enrolled in Class One.

The Act also says that the government shall ensure that a child who drops out of school before completing seven years of basic education attains it through alternative approaches.

Since it was introduced 12 years ago, universal primary education has been blamed for the declining education standards in the country.

Critics say public schools are overcrowded; the teacher-pupil ratio is too high; teachers are underpaid and therefore demoralised, and school are not well-equipped.

The education statute is being effected at a time when the results of the recently released 2008 primary leaving examination recorded the highest failure rate in three years. Almost a fifth, or 89,306 of the 463,631 candidates who sat the examination, failed all the papers — English, Mathematics, Social studies and Science.
“The overall performance in the examination last year was worse than in the previous years,” said Prof Lutalo Bbosa, chairman of the Uganda National Examination Board.

Releasing the results on January 18, the board revealed that the number of candidates who were blacklisted for engaging in exam fraud ranging from getting other persons to sit exams for them, cheating and asking for assistance from other students, doubled last year to 616, compared with only 290 the previous year.

State Minister for Primary Education Peter Lolaris quoting the chief examiners’ report, said overall performance plummeted because the majority of primary seven pupils do not understand English, the country’s official language and mode of instruction in schools. This leads to failure to comprehend what is required of a candidate.

Other impediments, he said, were absenteeism by teachers and pupils, understaffing, declining school inspection, children cutting classes due to hunger and late reporting to school by teachers occasioned by the shortage of staff housing forcing teachers to live far from their work stations.
Education ministry transfers 70 head teachers (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/670044 

THE Ministry of Education has transferred 70 head teachers and 300 teachers in government-aided secondary schools across the country. 

A ministry official said some teachers have been sent from the central region to the rural schools in other regions as a way to improve performance in the countryside. 

Most of those transferred are within the central region districts including Kampala, Wakiso, Mpigi, Masaka, Mukono and Jinja. Upcountry districts with a number of transfers are Bushenyi, Kibaale and Mbarara. 

The commissioner for secondary education, Yusuf Nsubuga, said the ministry had dispatched the transfer letters. 

“We are trying to move teachers in the central region to other parts of the country and this is a normal practice. We expect those transferred to report to their new stations at the beginning of the first term,” he said. 

The new academic year begins today. 

A source said most of the transferred teachers had worked at the same schools for over eight years. 

“The ministry is trying to boost the performance of schools in the rural areas and one of the ways to do this is by encouraging good teachers to move to the rural schools,” an official said. Nsubuga said the 70 head teachers who have been reshuffled were from all over the country. 

“Some head teachers have retired and we had to replace them,” he remarked. 

Nsubuga also pointed out that some teachers were transferred because they did not have an adequate ‘load’ to teach in their current schools. 

According to the Public Service regulations, head teachers and teachers can apply for transfer or the ministry can carry out the transfer unconditionally. 

The education ministry last reshuffled head teachers and teachers in December 2007, in which 100 head teachers and 500 teachers were transferred.
7,300 students to miss Senior Five (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/7_300_students_to_miss_Senior_Five_79186.shtml 

At least 7,300 students who sat for O’ level examinations in 2008 will not receive a Uganda Certificate of Education (UCE) or be able to pursue higher secondary education after failing.

The figure, according to statistics compiled by the Uganda National Examinations Board (Uneb), represents 3.7 per cent of the total 197,958 students who sat for the exams.

The 96.3 per cent who passed obtained grades one to four. According to Uneb statistics, the majority of those who performed well (40.9 per cent) passed in division four followed by division three with 27.3 per cent. Those in division two were 20.1 per cent and division one were 7.9 per cent. 

Uneb says more girls than boys failed the exams. Of the 7,300 who failed, 3310 were boys while 3990 were girls. Uneb Executive Secretary Mathew Bukenya told headmasters while releasing the results on Friday at Namboole Stadium that a significant number of candidates failed some of the ten subjects due to inability to comprehend the questions posed by the examiners. “In science subjects, candidates showed lack of practical skills and experience. In theory papers, poor performance is exhibited in questions based on practical skills,” he said. He attributed the failures partly to lack laboratory facilities in more than 700 examination centres.

Mr Bukenya added that candidates also had difficulty in making scientific observations, recording data and making inferences from such observations and data. “Further difficulties were observed in graph work where, due to inability to choose proper scales, candidates could not present given data in graphical form,” he said. Mr Bukenya added that candidates had difficulties with spelling of technical words, writing correct chemical equations and making accurate biological drawings.  

In Geography, skills of drawing sketch maps were noted to be on the decline as well as ability to locate places on maps. “This is perhaps a result of lack of Atlases in schools,” he said. The weakness in language expression, according to Mr Bukenya, was evident in both science and arts subjects. “Candidates found difficulties in explaining concepts or describing situations. Examiners reported poor grammar, writing of incomplete sentences that do not convey meaning, and use of unconventional abbreviations,” he said.

According to observations from the examiners, candidates have continued to exhibit weakness in questions that require skills beyond recall, especially those that require application of knowledge and analysis of situations.  But while the number of those who failed is still high, Uneb officials said the performance of last year’s candidates was better than that of their 2007 counterparts. “More candidates have passed and qualified for the award of the UCE certificate with failure rate down from 4.8 per cent in 2007 to 3.7 per cent,” Mr Bukenya said. 

Education Minister Geraldine Namirembe Bitamazire said not all hope is lost for those who failed. She said they have the option of joining the more than 50 vocational and training institutions which, according to the education ministry, provide education that imparts applied knowledge and skills, and empowers students to use their hands-on skills to create jobs rather than depend on the scarce white collar jobs. 

Speaking during the release of the results, Ms Bitamazire advised those who failed to join vocational training institutions but rapped critics who say students in technical institutions are failures. “The alternative route for those who have failed to go for higher secondary education is to join technical and vocational institutes. We are developing [the institutions]. People think that you must be a failure to go in for technical schools but I want to tell you that in two years’ time, technical education will be more important than general education,” she said.

While Ms Bitamazire did not explain what her ministry was doing to ensure that technical education becomes more important, she said there would be more opportunities for students in technical schools once Uganda develops her oil and information technology sectors. “We are waiting for the oil industry and people should start training for that. ICT will also provide opportunities for many,” she said. 

Ms Bitamazire said parents and teachers would start monitoring children from senior one instead of waiting for them to reach senior four to start comprehensive teaching. 

“O’ Level is four years,” she said. “Any of you who would like to see their children score highly in O’ Level four years from today should start monitoring, supervising and encouraging them in their Senior One.  Every day, they should be studying for the exam. But those who wait till the third term of the exams, I am sorry you will not get there.”
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