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Joint Operations against the LRA
UPDF frees 119 abductees (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/670172
The army over the weekend freed 119 Congolese abductees, some of them children, in the single largest such rescue since it launched an operation against LRA rebels in the Garamba Forest. 

Six AK 47s and many bullets were also seized, the army said. 

Ninety of the abductees had been shackled like slaves. The rescue took place in the afternoon of January 29, army spokesman Capt. Deo Akiiki said. Earlier, the army had freed 10 civilians, one of them a pregnant woman. 

A small group of rebels led by Col Amola abducted the Congolese from Nigropon village, Akiki said. The rebels, he added, operate between Dungu and Duroma areas of the Congo, about 70km from the Central African Republic (CAR). 

The joint armies of Uganda, South Sudan and Congo first attacked six camps of the rebels on December 14, and scattered the rebels in the vast Garamba jungles. Some attempted to flee into the CAR in vain. The fighting came after the failure of peace talks brokered by the UN and South Sudan in Juba, which rebel chief Joseph Kony refused to sign in April and again in November last year. 

Following the bombardment, the army said, the rebels had split into small groups that rummage through villages looking for food. The army over the weekend killed rebel commander Maj. Okello Opore as he searched for food. 

Nine LRA fighters have been captured and 40 killed in the two-month operation, the army said. Over 25 rebels have surrendered. The LRA’s second-in-command, Okot Odhiambo, last week defected and has asked for pardon from Kampala.
Kabila insists UPDF must leave Congo (Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kabila_insists_UPDF_must_leave_Congo_79226.shtml
Congolese President Joseph Kabila has insisted that the UPDF troops deployed in eastern Congo to fight Joseph Kony’s rebels will return home at the agreed dead-line, Daily Monitor has learnt.

President Kabila told journalists in Kinshasa on Saturday that foreign troops including Rwandan troops deployed to hunt Hutu rebels respectively must leave.

Battalions of soldiers from Uganda and Rwanda, both countries which had earlier entered DR Congo in a 1998-2003 war, launched joint operations with the Congolese army in December and early January respectively.

“It was a difficult decision, but a decision was needed. The deadline must certainly not go beyond the month of February,” President Kabila said, according to Reuters news agency. 

Last week, President Kabila and top leaders of DRC said UPDF troops deployed on their territory will leave on February 6. 

But defence and army spokesman Felix Kulayigye said yesterday, “I am not privileged to respond to his (Kabila) statement but suffice to say that our mandate in DRC still stands.

“Once our mandate expires, the military leadership of Uganda and DRC will meet and decide the way forward,” he added. Maj. Kulayigye said riding on the cooperation of the Congolese forces, UPDF at the weekend rescued 119 abductees from the LRA.

Though President Kabila agreed to President Yoweri Museveni’s request to have UPDF troops deployed to hunt for LRA rebels in DRC, it appears the central African head of state is under pressure from opposition to have foreign forces out of their territory.

In an interview with Daily Monitor on Sunday, Congolese opposition leader Etienne Tshishekedi Jr said the deployment of Ugandan troops on their territory is viewed by Congolese as foreign occupation.

“As much as we support the fight against foreign armed groups on our territory, there should have been transparency when the two president’s agreed to the protocol allowing UPDF on our soil, otherwise our people view this as disguised occupation,” Mr Tshishekedi, who leads an armed group against Kabila, said.

Ugandan troops began attacking LRA bases in Congo’s northeastern Orientale Province on December 14, aiming to wipe out the rebels after their leader, Kony, again refused to sign a peace deal.
Northern Uganda
Acholi bury remains of LRA war victims (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670163
The Acholi Cultural Institution (ACI) has embarked on burying the remains of the Lords Resistance Army (LRA) rebel war victims, reports Cornes Lubangakene. 

Information minister Emmanuel Mwaka said his organisation did not want the internally displaced people who are returning to their villages to be disturbed by the spirits of the dead. 

“We are looking at resettlement as our biggest plan in 2009. With support from Northern Uganda Transitional Initiative, we are burying the remains of those who were killed in the bushes where people are now trying to resettle. The institution is also carrying out cleansing ceremonies in the community so that the people are free from demons,” Mwaka told the press recently. 

He identified places like Alero, Pawel, Lamogi and Koch in Amuru district where the remains had already been buried. 

Cultural leaders are also encouraging the people in the four Acholi districts of Gulu, Amuru, Pader and Kitgum to report to them whenever they find remains. 

Mwaka said the institution was sensitising the community on the traditional land law to help people resolve boundary wrangles.
Karamoja
‘Self-interest denying K’jong peace’ (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670185
KARAMOJA’S failure to stabilise has been caused by the self-interest of organisations piloting peace initiatives in the region, an official has said. 

“The centralisation of peace initiatives on individuals or groups and lack of a proper monitoring system are some of the impediments that have made the region lag behind,” Bosco Jokotau, the Karamoja peace and environmental protection services coordinator, said. 

Jokotau, in an interview in Moroto town on Tuesday, also said inadequate dissemination of peace messages had bogged down the peace building process in the region. 

“Let us return all the illegal guns to the authorities so that we can put the Government to test whether it can protect the peaceful Karimojong against any internal or external aggression,” Jokotau urged. 

The acting Third Division commander, Col. Paul Loketch, said the army would protect the Karimojong from attacks.

Congolese Refugees
7,000 DRC refugees shift to Hoima camp (Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/7_000_DRC_refugees_shift_to_Hoima_camp_79223.shtml
The government and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees are to re-locate 7,000 Congolese refugees from Kanungu District to Kyangwali Refugee Camp in Hoima.

This was revealed by the regional Refugee Desk Officer, Mr Emmanuel Turyagyenda, in Hoima after the field verification exercise on Friday.

The verification was carried out by UNHCR staff from the head office in Kampala, officials from the office of the Prime Minister in charge of refugees and the Kyangwali camp commandant.

“The purpose of verifying the Kyangwali refugee land was to a certain the availability of facilities like water, passable roads, schools, health centres and security for the incoming refugees,” Mr Turyagyenda said.

The refugees are now temporarily settled at collection centres of Ishasha, Kanungu, Kisoro, Butogota and Mutanda after running away from the insurgency caused by the fighting between Laurent Nkunda and the Congolese government before the former was arrested.

“The first batch from Mutanda collection centre is expected to arrive on Wednesday. They will be resettled immediately and be given plots of land for cultivation and receive relief supplies for a period of six months,” said Mr Turyagyenda.

“The refuges will also receive agricultural inputs to open up land and cultivate their own food and after a period of six months, they are expected to be self-reliant on food supplies,” he added.

Mr Turyagyenda said 1,000 refugees would be relocated twice a week until the screened number is fully settled. 

The Kyangwali LC3 chairman, Mr Omuhereza Mazirane, welcomed the refugees saying they would cultivate food thus making the sub-county a food basket for the entire region.

“When they come, services provided to them like good roads and health services are also of benefit to the residents,” Mr Mazirane said.

Health
New research shows support for medical male circumcision (IRIN PlusNews)

http://www.plusnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82684
Most men and women in Uganda support medical male circumcision as a way of lowering HIV risk, and up to 62 percent of uncircumcised men would consider being circumcised, a new study has found. 

 The study, conducted by Uganda's Makerere University and Family Health International, which works to promote reproductive health, with funding from the United States Agency for International Development, surveyed 1,675 men and women in four districts; the results were released in the capital, Kampala, in December 2008. 

 Support for circumcising sons was even greater: almost 100 percent of circumcised men supported the circumcision of their male children, while 59 percent to 77 percent of uncircumcised men were in favour of having their sons circumcised, and between 49 percent and 95 percent of women wanted the procedure performed on their male children. 

 "The purpose of the research was to find out what is on the ground regarding the capacity to conduct medical male circumcision, and its acceptability among the public," said Dr Alex Opio, assistant commissioner for national disease control. "It was also done to pave the way for developing a policy, because all policies need evidence." 

 Three randomised trials in South Africa, Kenya and Uganda in 2005 and 2006 found that circumcision could reduce the risk of HIV infection among men by up to 60 percent. The World Health Organisation recommends that male circumcision be recognised as an additional intervention to reduce the risk of heterosexually acquired HIV infection in men. 

 According to the Ministry of Health, about 25 percent of Ugandan men are circumcised. An average of 12 percent of male survey participants in three of the districts - Gulu in the north, Kumi in the east and Rukungiri in the southwest - had been circumcised, while 40 percent of respondents in Kampala, which has a sizeable Muslim population, were circumcised. 

 Some of the reasons given for supporting male circumcision were a lower risk of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, general hygiene, and the idea that a circumcised penis was more aesthetically and sexually pleasing. 

 "I hear women say that circumcised men satisfy them sexually, and you know that if there is no satisfaction in the house, then the woman might look for another man and get infected," said one of the respondents. 

 Many respondents expressed a desire for more information about the procedure and its benefits, which health workers said indicated an urgent need for a widespread education campaign before implementing a national male circumcision policy. 

 Respondents also felt that for the policy to be successful, medical practitioners would need training, health facilities would have to be upgraded, and the procedure should be affordable. 

 Opio said male circumcision would be offered free-of-charge at government health facilities, and before the rollout began later this year the Ministry of Health would draw up a policy that included the technique or method to be used for circumcision, the level of health facility where the procedure could be carried out, and a regulatory framework. 

 The government has been slow to formalise the inclusion of circumcision in its prevention programmes, largely because of uncertainty about public reaction; senior figures like Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni have questioned the efficacy of the procedure in preventing HIV.
River blindness hit Kitgum, Pader (Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/River_blindness_hit_Kitgum_Pader_79225.shtml
River blindness has hit Pader and Kitgum districts, causing fear that the disease may kill many people if the Ministry of Health does not immediately intervene.

According to district officials, cases of river blindness are increasing and a number of children aged between one and 12 have been affected.

“The parasite load in the two districts is very high, most probably associated with the high population of black flies biting people while cultivating and weeding gardens close to rivers,” Mr William Oyet, the Pader District Vector Control Official, told Daily Monitor recently. 

Immediate intervention should be done by the Ministry of Health, district health services and partners supporting health service delivery in the two districts, Mr Oyet said.

River blindness, scientifically known as Onchocerciaisis, is a parasitic disease caused by a filarial worm Onchocerca volvulus. It is transmitted by the bite of a female black fly which breeds in fast flowing rivers. A person affected with the disease experiences serious skin lesions, body itching, leopard skin and impaired vision with cases of blindness.

Pader Woman MP Franca Akello said the disease has retarded many children, threatening the district’s young generation.

“I am worried that our young generation will be eliminated by the neglected disease,” Ms Akello said.

Ms Akello said she reported the epidemic to health ministers Stephen Malinga and Emmanuel Otaala but got no response.

“It is perturbing that Pader has continued to lose its children to a curable disease after losing a lot in war,” she said.

Dr Otaala, however, said the ministry has already sent technocrats on the ground to douse all rivers and to offer mass drug administration.

“We will eliminate the disease just as we did in Bushenyi, Ibanda and Manafwa. Since we started fighting the disease, Uganda’s prevalence rate has dropped from 60 per cent to 20 per cent,” Dr Otaala said. 

A mapping report released in November last year indicates that the most affected areas are those close to rivers Pager, Agago and Aswa where black flies heavily breed. 

In Kitgum, Palabek Gem, Palabek Ogili, Akwang, Amida, Padibe West, Mucwini and Kitgum Matidi sub-counties are affected. In Pader District, Aruu County is most affected and some parts of Agago County. 
Private Sector
A Company Prospers by Saving Poor People’s Lives (New York Times)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/03/health/research/03prof.html
It all started with mosquito nets. Or, no, with guinea worm filters. Or, before that, with a million yards of wool in the mountains of Sweden. 

Or, taken back another generation, to uniforms for hotel and supermarket workers.

There are plenty of charitable foundations and public agencies devoted to helping the world’s poor, many with instantly recognizable names like Unicef or the Gates Foundation. 

But private companies with that as their sole focus are rare. Even the best-known is not remotely a household name: Vestergaard-Frandsen.

Its products are in use in refugee camps and disaster areas all over the third world: PermaNet, a mosquito net impregnated with insecticide; ZeroFly, a tent tarp that kills flies; and the LifeStraw, a filter worn around the neck that makes filthy water safe to drink. 

Some are not only life-saving but even beautiful. The turquoise and navy blue LifeStraw is in museum design collections.

“Vestergaard is just different from other companies we work with,” said Kevin Starace, malaria adviser for the United Nations Foundation. “They think of the end user as a consumer rather than as a patient or a victim.”

For example, he said, they have added a cellphone pocket to their bed nets, and make window curtains that kill bugs. 

The company, begun in Denmark 51 years ago to make work uniforms, is now run by Mikkel Vestergaard-Frandsen, the grandson of the founder. 

After finishing high school in 1991, he said, he had “no interest in growing the market for men’s shirts.” Instead, he went backpacking through India and Africa, entertaining thoughts of going to Kuwait to fight the oil-field fires set during the gulf war.

Stranded in Egypt, he met two Nigerians who told him he could make good money in their country importing used cars from Europe.

“When you’re 19, you don’t have much of a business plan,” he said. “So I ended up in Lagos, selling cars and truck engines and buses.”

But the chaos of a coup in 1993 sent him back to Denmark.

Meanwhile, his father, Torben, had struck a deal to buy a million yards of old olive-gray wool cloth from Sweden’s civil defense stockpiles.

“Sweden had mountain caves full of everything you need in case of World War III, but they decided the risk was not so great anymore,” the elder Mr. Vestergaard-Frandsen said. “This was for military uniforms. It was good quality, very expensive wool, but it looked so bad that no housewife would have it on her couch.”

Mikkel agreed to take a desk at the back of the factory and work on the next step: having it cut into blankets and sold to the Red Cross. Much of it, he said, ended up in Rwanda and Kurdistan.

Meanwhile, the company’s main business was facing competition from Asia, and both he and his father found relief work more interesting. Exporting used clothes for distribution in refugee camps was profitable. And there was a market in tsetse fly traps; the flies, which transmit sleeping sickness, are drawn to certain wavelengths of blue light, so the company had to make fabric of the right shade that did not fade in sunlight and did not weaken when permeated with insecticide.

In 1998, they became a supplier to the Carter Center, which was founded by former President Jimmy Carter and was leading the global effort to eliminate guinea worm. The worms start life as microscopic larvae inside tiny pondwater fleas but, once swallowed by people, emerge a year later as yard-long strands resembling fine spaghetti but wiggling out of acid-filled blisters, causing excruciating pain.

The center needed mesh filters fine enough to strain out the larvae but tough enough to survive stretching over a water jar. Vestergaard made squares of nylon strainer reinforced with canvas.

The company is “very reliable and they have good quality control,” said Dr. Ernesto Ruiz-Tiben, the director of the guinea-worm program. “We’ve bought millions of dollars’ worth of product from them.”

The company also recreated an idea that Dr. Ruiz-Tiben got from Tuareg nomads in Mali: packing the filter into a short plastic pipe so the user could lie down and drink from any puddle. Later versions replaced the cloth with fine metal mesh.

That pipe was the inspiration for the LifeStraw, a 10-inch plastic cylinder that filters out or kills bacteria, parasites and some viruses and can be made for less than $3. 

Early versions used iodine beads and a charcoal filter to lessen the iodine taste. New ones use hollow-fiber technology.

To promote the straws, Torben has let television crews film him drinking out of Copenhagen’s canals and even a toilet. 

“That was awful,” he admitted. “It was a ladies’ toilet, and they put in some odor chemical to make it smell better, and LifeStraw doesn’t take out chemicals. And the canals have salt from the seawater. It can’t filter that, so I drank a lot of salt.”

Aid agencies have bought tens of thousands for use after the Myanmar cyclone and earthquakes in Asia. The company now makes a bigger version that filters five gallons an hour with no iodine aftertaste and will last a typical family three years.
Torben said he had been asked by a wing commander from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk whether he could make a seawater-filtering version for downed pilots. He wished he could, he said, noting that many third-world wells are brackish, and poor villages on the ocean could use it too. But salt is too fine to remove without reverse osmosis, a technology that requires lots of power, he said.

Skip to next paragraph While Torben is sometimes described as the company’s mad scientist, Mikkel has gone beyond being a supplier to helping set global policy. For example, on the boards of public-private partnerships like Roll Back Malaria, he is often the official representative of the business world.

Huge chemical companies like BASF or Sumitomo, his rivals in the insecticide-treated net field, “send a product manager or a regional director to board meetings,” said Mr. Starace of the United Nations Foundation. “But Mikkel’s a C.E.O.”

“Also,” Mr. Starace added, “he’s always the most audacious thinker in the room. And he’s willing to roll up his sleeves or even throw his own employees at a problem. He lent Roll Back Malaria his chief financial officer to help it do better audits. Nobody else would do that.”

In September, to celebrate Vestergaard-Frandsen’s 50th anniversary, the company tried something particularly audacious.

Very few rural Africans are willing to take AIDS tests because the stigma of even asking for a test is so strong. Mikkel decided to try bribery. Picking one health district in western Kenya, he offered anyone who would get tested a pack containing a net, a water purifier, 60 condoms and health education pamphlets.

Huge lines formed at the district’s 30 clinics, and nearly 50,000 people were tested. In one week, the percentage of adults in the district who had taken a test went to over 80 percent from less than 20 percent. Because testing was so centralized and fast, it included CD-4 counts, which are more sophisticated and determine whether someone is sick enough to start antiretroviral therapy immediately.

It was expensive — it cost the company $3 million. “But if I may be so blunt,” Mikkel said, “it’s the only demonstrable way besides door-to-door visits to get that response.”

He hopes to publish the data in a medical journal so donors can consider picking up the tab.

Vestergaard-Frandsen, which is family-owned, does not disclose financial data, but it has sold 165 million nets and makes a profit, Mikkel said.

But he also has a passion for the work, he said, and the challenge of trying to invent a new product each year.

“Very few companies take the attitude that doing good is good money,” he said. “They make a net, or they make a ceramic filter, and sell it. But make no mistake — as soon as we’ve proven this is a good idea, they’ll come in. They’re sitting there right now, watching us.”

Human Rights
Cabinet okays new law to regulate demonstrations (Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Cabinet_okays_new_law_to_regulate_demonstrations_79239.shtml
Cabinet has allowed the Ministry of Internal Affairs to draft a new tougher law seeking to regulate public demonstrations and assemblies, Daily Monitor has learnt. 

“This law is very urgent and should be in place before the end of this year,” the acting Internal Affairs Minister, Mr Matia Kasaija, told the Legal and Parliamentary Affairs committee yesterday. 

“We don’t have a law on public order management to help us manage these demonstrations and assemblies.”

Although Cabinet has authorised Internal Affairs Ministry to draft the new Bill, enjoyment and limitations on the freedom of assembly and demonstration as provided in of the Constitution has been a subject of controversy in the recent past.

However, even before government embarks on a consultative process before drafting the new Bill on public demonstrations, some opposition MPs like Kampala Central MP, Erias Lukwago, have already accused the government of deliberate violation of human rights. 

“Every person shall have the right to freedom of assembly and demonstrate together with others peacefully and unarmed,” Mr Lukwago quoted the Constitution. “This law will be resisted because it targets the opposition. The Constitution doesn’t only entitle citizens to express their views but also allows them to assemble and demonstrate with others peacefully.”

But the Inspector General of Police, Maj Gen Kale Kayihura, told the committee; “You can’t just wake up and organise a demonstration without notifying the Police. We must agree.” He added, “Mabira (forest giveaway) demonstration got out of hand and turned into a riot. Our Police Act is inadequate; the new law is important to help the police do its work better.”

Even though the Uganda Human Rights Commission, in its latest report, had recommended a consultative process involving the Police, civil society organisations, political parties and Parliament to develop new guidelines to promote the enjoyment of the freedom to assemble and demonstrate with others peacefully, the government has rejected the proposal in favour of the new law. 

“We can disagree [with demonstrations during negotiations] but if we have a law in place, the police will do their work effectively,” Mr Kasaija said. “If you don’t follow this new law on public demonstrations, you know the consequences.” 

According to Gen Kayihura, under the proposed public order management law proposals, public demonstration organisers will be liable in case of any damage in the process of a demonstration. 

“We need a law on public order management because the current law is too general and when I exercise my discretion, I get a problem,” Gen. Kaihura said. “We want a law that clearly spells out responsibilities and roles for participants, organisers, local authorities and owners of venues that stage these demonstrations.”

The Internal Affairs Permanent Secretary, Dr Steven Kagoda, told the committee that after the cabinet approved the process, plans are now under way to draft a new law on public order management as a matter of urgency. 

Under the proposed law, the committee heard that the government is also targeting to review the constitutional 48 hours for detention of suspects. “We are not robots; these 48 hours are not enough to complete investigations and we need extension,” Maj Gen. Kayihura said.

On the 48 hour-detention period, Mr Kasaija said, “There are some constructional amendments being discussed in Cabinet and we shall also consider the issue of revising the 48 hours for detention as well. There are criminals we apprehend with evidence and these should not be released because of the 48 hours rule otherwise it will make police work difficult and crime will continue.”

AU Peacekeeping
Bomb, peacekeeper fire kill at least 16 in Somalia (Reuters)

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L2268192.htm
At least 16 people were killed on Monday when a roadside bomb targeting African Union peacekeepers exploded and the soldiers opened fire in response, paramedics said, but another report said 39 people had died.

"I am sure we have carried 16 dead people and others injured so far," said Ali Muse, manager of an ambulance service.

Deputy Mogadishu Mayor Abdifatah Ibrahim said soldiers in the AU peacekeeping mission, known as AMISOM, fired into the crowds on the packed road and killed at least 36 people.

The roadside bomb killed three civilians and injured a Uganda soldier, he said.

"We have counted 23 dead people and 16 other dead civilians were transported before I reached the scene," he said. "All these people except three died after AMISOM opened fire indiscriminately."
AU troops 'shot Somali civilians' (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7865945.stm
Regional officials in Somalia have accused African Union (AU) peacekeepers of opening fire on civilians in the capital, Mogadishu, killing 18 people. 

The incident happened after an AU vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb, killing three civilians. 

An AU spokesman confirmed that their convoy had been targeted in a bomb attack, but denied that his soldiers had opened fire on civilians. 

Militants have targeted AU forces since Ethiopian troops pulled out last month. 

But officials have given very different accounts of the latest deadly incident. 

Police commander Yusuf Dhumal told AFP news agency he had counted 18 dead civilians. 

"This is a tragedy. What happened this afternoon indicates a complete irresponsibility and it will not be tolerated," he said. 

Mogadishu's deputy mayor, Abdi Fatah Ibrahim Shaweh, told the BBC the soldiers had killed 36 people. 

He said most of the dead were civilians who had been sitting on buses when the troops opened fire. 

Allegations denied 

But Major Bahuko Baridgye, spokesman for the AU forces, denied the allegations. 

"Our forces did not open fire on people," AFP quoted him as saying. 

"The information we got indicates that three civilians died in the explosion and one of our soldiers was lightly injured. The vehicle was also slightly damaged." 

The incident comes just days after moderate Islamist leader Sheikh Sharif Ahmed was elected Somalia's new president. 

Somalia has not had a functioning central government since 1991, and the northern regions of Somaliland and Puntland have broken away to govern themselves. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed in successive waves of violence.
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