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Joint Operations Against the LRA
Uganda asks to use UN choppers in Garamba fight against Kony’s LRA (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_asks_to_use_UN_choppers_in_Garamba_fight_against_Kony_s_LRA_79297.shtml
Uganda has asked the UN Security Council to extend the mandate of UN Mission in Congo (MONUC) for it to be able to provide helicopters in the fight against Lords Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in Garamba.

President Yoweri reiterated Uganda’s request for helicopters while briefing the Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr Ban Ki-Moon, on the Joint Operations against LRA insurgents in  Garamba in the Democratic Republic of Congo , according to officials privy to the meeting  who preferred not to be named. Mr Museveni also briefed Mr. Ki-Moon on the security situation in Somalia where Uganda has deployed about 1600 peace keepers.

The President, who is attending the 12th African Union Summit in Addis Ababa Ethiopia along with his wife,  Janet, met Mr. Ki-Moon at the sidelines of the summit on Monday. The meeting took place at the UN Conference Centre.

State Minister  for  Foreign Affairs  in charge of International Relations, Mr Henry Okello-Oryem yesterday confirmed that Uganda is pushing for the extension of MONUC mandate to cover the UPDF-led military operation in Garamba.

UPDF crossed into Congo in early December to try and counter the rebels  from  their base. DR Congo gave Uganda permission  to  hunt  for the rebels in their territory. The 21-day extension of the protocol ends on February 6.
UPDF will leave Congo if Kabila insists – Kiyonga (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/UPDF_will_leave_Congo_if_Kabila_insists_-_Kiyonga_79276.shtml
Uganda has assured the Congolese government that UPDF will leave their territory if President Joseph Kabila insists. Defence Minister Crispus Kiyonga told journalists at Parliament yesterday that the UPDF would comply with Mr Kabila’s ultimatum issued on Saturday that Ugandan forces should leave his country by the end of February.

Mr Kiyonga said, the UPDF, which is currently hunting Lords Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in eastern Congo would cut short their search for the elusive rebels if the Congolese President insists. “I don’t believe Kabila has given an ultimatum because our President has been in touch with him on this issue. But if he insists we shall leave,” he said, adding,  “He (Kabila) is  the chief executive and the commander-in-chief of the Congolese forces, we shall go by what he says.”

Daily Monitor reported yesterday that Mr Kabila told journalists in the Congolese capital, Kinshasa on Saturday that Rwanda and Ugandan troops who are in Congo fighting “negative forces” must leave at the end of February.

However, Mr Kiyonga said President Yoweri Museveni and Mr Kabila were in talks to see whether they can extend the deadline. “We first agreed on four weeks, it (deadline) was later extended by more three weeks and our President is in touch with Kabila to see if we can be given more time,” he said.

However, Congolese opposition leaders told Daily Monitor that as much as they supported the fight against foreign groups in their territory, there should have been  transparency when the two presidents agreed to the protocol allowing the UPDF into Congo.

Meanwhile, Mr Kiyonga said a board of inquiry would be established to investigate whether a UPDF peacekeeper in Somalia shot at an Islamic militant whose group then opened fire, indiscriminately, killing 16 civilians. The minister said he was in touch with UPDF commanders in Somalia to find out what exactly happened on Monday when a road-side militant shot and injured one AU soldier.
Migration agency ready to help Ugandan rebel leader surrender (AFP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iLhs8txLqO5rJr0wXc7-6O8tlTpA
The International Organisation for Migration said Tuesday it had agreed to act as an observer if the number two of the Ugandan rebel group Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) turns himself in.

Okot Odhiambo, deputy to LRA leader Joseph Kony, last week told AFP from the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo, that he had asked for safe passage and was ready to defect after suffering a serious gunshot wound.

The rebel commander insisted at the time that his surrender must be mediated by the IOM, and negotiations with the Ugandan army were being conducted through the international agency.

The IOM said in statement Tuesday that it had "agreed with interested parties to act as an observer should Lords Resistance Army (LRA) second-in-command Okot Odhiambo surrender to Ugandan forces."

"Contrary to recent reports that Odhiambo, an indictee of the International Criminal Court (ICC), was to be transferred to Uganda by IOM and handed over to the Ugandan authorities, Odhiambo has in fact agreed to surrender to Ugandan forces with IOM as an observer."

"From that moment, Ugandan authorities will be responsible for Odhiambo," the IOM added.

The Geneva-based governmental agency would provide assistance to an estimated 85 kidnap victims and LRA soldiers accompanying Odhiambo, including child and female soldiers.

The IOM has a mandate to help the reintegration of former LRA combatants.
NGOs fight over Okot Odhiambo (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/NGOs_fight_over_Okot_Odhiambo_79273.shtml
Amnesty International has accused the International Organisation for Migration of dodging justice for wanted LRA rebel leaders by negotiating a secret amnesty for the group’s indicted deputy commander.

Mr Christopher Keith Hall, the senior legal adviser for Amnesty International (AI), said in London on Saturday that IOM, which facilitates repatriation globally, has no justification talking out Okot Odhiambo from the bushes for a probable pardon by the Uganda government. “We are extremely surprised that an organisation like the IOM would consider assisting a suspected war criminal to evade justice,” he said, “Should the IOM proceed with this transfer [surrender negotiations], it would constitute an obstruction of justice.”

Instead, said Mr Hall, if Mr Odhiambo capitulates as anticipated; IOM should prepare to swiftly hand him over to the International Criminal Court in The Hague, to face prosecution for, among other offences, murder and conscripting children as porters and sex slaves.

The IOM announced last week, that Odhiambo, infamously remembered for the February 2005 attack on Barlonyo IDP camp in which over 200 people were brutally executed, was willing to turn himself in if Kampala gave assurances he would not be tried for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Mr Jeremy Haslem, IOM’s operations chief in Uganda, said he would answer the London-based Human Rights body concerns through an official statement but by the time we went to press, the rejoinder had not been e-mailed as promised.

Mr Caleb Alaka, a Kampala-based criminal lawyer, who at times acted as legal counsel to the LRA High Command, said bargaining for Odhiambo’s surrender is “perfectly correct” as long as it is pegged to guarantees of blanket forgiveness.
Northern Uganda
Fire destroys Gulu IDP camp (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/670246
FIRE has gutted Koro-Abili internally displaced people’s camp in Gulu district. 

Dennis Ojok, a student, lost all his scholastic materials in the fire. 

“I had packed my property waiting for a bus when fire started suddenly. I will not be able to return to school, Good Samaritan SSS at Kibuye in Kampala. I tried in vain with the help of other people to put out the fire but it became wild,” Ojok said. 

Patrick Kilara, who was preparing to return to Kampala with his brothers who study in schools in Mukono and Iganga districts, said they also lost their belongings. 

Santo Onono, the Zone C leader, said the fire started at about 1:00pm from a hut belonging to Justine Odoc. 

“I really do not know why the fire started from that building when it is just a sleeping hut where no cooking takes place. The hut, which is used as the kitchen, is even far from it,” Onono wondered. 

He said the Police fire fighters were called but they did not respond. 

“We had to struggle to put out the fire using water in jerry-cans with damp blankets, while others pushed down the roofs of other huts so as to avoid further spread of the fire,” Onono said, adding that over 20 huts were razed.

Karamoja
Food emergency in Karamoja (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82721
Severe drought in northeastern Uganda's Karamoja region is threatening the lives of hundreds of thousands and the government has declared an emergency.

"Government has recognised that Karamoja should for now be treated as an emergency area and food must [quickly] be distributed to this area to avert this problem," said the minister in charge of the region, Aston Kajara.

The operation launched at Acherere, Matheniko County, by the government and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) aims to save 970,000 people from starvation.

Officials warned that the dry conditions and acute food shortages, which have pushed Karamoja to near starvation, are unlikely to improve before October when the next harvest is due.

"There has been an acute food shortage in Karamoja subregion for quite some time now," Aston Kajara said at the launch of the operation.

"We appeal for more support as the situation seems to re-occur every time," the minister said. "Money should be mobilised to purchase sufficient food for Karamoja so that the people should not die."

“On the brink of a humanitarian catastrophe”

According to WFP, Karamoja is "on the brink of a humanitarian catastrophe, following a drought that reduced agricultural output to as low as 30 percent in some areas in 2008". Already, Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) is bordering on emergency levels.

In Moroto District, for example, the average GAM rate was recorded at 12.7 percent in September while the regional average was 9.5 percent. The government and its donor partners have set the emergency threshold at 10 percent.

"The situation has taken us by surprise," Raphael Eritoi, Nadunget subcounty council chairman said. "Last year’s harvest has been the most disappointing."

Karamoja is Uganda’s poorest and most marginalised region and experiences cycles of natural disasters and inter-communal conflicts mainly over pasture, water and livestock. It has also received very limited investment, perpetuating underdevelopment and hunger.

Last year, WFP said, the rains - normally expected late June or early July - arrived late. Yet, the region had not had a decent harvest for three years.

Charcoal

"This is an area where people are suffering and their only survival is to burn charcoal and gather firewood to sell to afford a meal," Eritoi said. "But this has had a negative impact on the environment."

Karamoja, unlike the rest of Uganda, does not enjoy two annual harvests but one. As a result, a poor harvest is felt more deeply in the region than elsewhere, with the resulting “food gap” lasting twice as long.

Children

The situation is particularly critical for children, according to the NGO World Vision Uganda (WV).

"We are very concerned about the state of children in northeastern Uganda, especially those in the Karamoja region," Rudo Kwaramba, WV national director, said in 28 January statement.

"Mothers have been forced to travel extreme distances to find meagre work in exchange for some kind of food, leaving children behind who, in some cases, are fending for themselves," the director noted. "These children cannot wait for food prices to come down or for rainfall patterns to stabilise. They need support now."

Citing the districts of Kaabong, Kotido and Abim in Karamoja, where WV will distribute food in February, Kwaramba added: "Children are being pulled from school, the sick are not being treated and parents are forced to beg just for something to feed their children with."

Longer-term solutions

Speaking at Acherere village, Stanlake Samkange, WFP country director in Uganda, said: "Our main goal is to ensure that these crises do not occur in the future… WFP is now placing greater emphasis on medium and longer-term solutions to hunger. We want to help people in Karamoja produce large amounts of food, so that we can eventually buy their produce for emergencies elsewhere."

Last year, WFP bought US$53 million worth of food from Uganda, the biggest ever purchased from a developing country.
Karamoja gets Shs124b food aid (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Karamoja_gets_Shs124b_food_aid_79275.shtml
The government and the World Food Programme have launched an emergency food relief operation to feed 970,000 people facing starvation in Karamoja.

The UN food agency says it needs at least $64million (about Shs 124billion) to buy 89,000 metric tonnes of food for the people in the five districts of Kotido, Kabong, Moroto, Nakapiripirit and Abim over the next nine months.

Speaking at the launch of the emergency food relief on Monday in Moroto District, WFP country representative Stanlake Samkange said, “We are just starting this month  and we have about 20 per cent of the resources needed. That’s enough to get us started and as we move on to March, April and May, we will need additional resources.”

Karamoja region in northeastern Uganda has for a long time also experienced long droughts, a fast-growing population, severe environmental degradation, poor infrastructure and cattle rustling, all of which have eroded the people’s coping capacity over the years. “Our main goal, however, is to ensure that these crises do not occur in the future,” Mr Samkange added.
Do not stop at mineral exploration in Karamoja (New Vision – Opinion)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/459/670199
Agriculture employs more than 75% of Ugandans, providing for their income, food and ultimately their future. Agriculture is the foundation of Uganda’s economy. It has been for generations, and will continue to be, the bedrock for continued development. It is surprising then, to see just how neglected this sector continues to be. 

Five years ago, African nations — including Uganda – committed themselves through the Maputo Declaration to allocate 10% of government budgetary spending to agriculture. Tragically, Uganda’s current spending on the sector stands at less than 4%. Not even half the goal. 

The consequences of this neglect are apparent in numerous regions, most despairingly in northern and north-eastern Uganda. Erratic rainfall patterns over the last three years have fuelled drought and flood cycles, forcing many into abject poverty. More than 2.1 million people are currently in need of immediate food assistance, a reality that has resulted in thousands of families now struggling to survive. 

A recent World Vision assessment, published in January, 2009, reported that in some regions of north-eastern Uganda, two-thirds of families spent less on healthcare, education and agricultural inputs, such as seeds and fertiliser, in order to pay for food. Children are dropping out of school, people are forced to beg just to find their next meal. 

In Kampala, 400 kilometres away from Karamoja, it is no longer a surprise to find Karamojong children begging on the street, hoping some passing stranger will provide their next meal. Do we ever stop to think what that journey must have looked like along the way — young girls vulnerable to abuse at the hands of strange adults, young boys fearing beatings at the hands of petty thugs, children left alone in the dark nights of a bustling city. 

Let us not forget that these children are no different than our own. They have dreams, they have hopes, they have aspirations — and all children are afraid of being alone. The solution to this complex problem is itself varied and multifaceted. It requires renewed fervour from civil society but also from government ministries. 

Governments have the responsibility to support communities to find positive coping mechanisms. Karamoja has rich soil and mineral deposits that have the potential, if properly harnessed, to propel the region into prosperity. 

Food aid is a starting point — children suffering now cannot wait until rainfall patterns stabilise or food prices start to fall. But food aid is not a long-term, sustainable solution. World Vision is beginning distributions in Karamoja this month with a plan to reach more than 450,000 people. We have also secured funding to implement agricultural recovery, water, hygiene and sanitation programming to complement food distributions. Without these broader strategies to address the root causes behind chronic food insecurity, we risk relegating communities to cyclical dependencies on aid. 

For this reason, World Vision is urging the Government to fulfil its commitments to water-source development and security of person. This commitment, outlined in the Government’s Peace, Recovery and Development Plan for Northern Uganda, is especially important for pastoralist communities such as the Karamojong. Water scarcity compounds the already difficult situation for pastoralists grazing livestock across wide stretches of land. 

Inevitably, those who pay the price for our decisions are always the most vulnerable; the elderly, those struggling in poverty and especially this nation’s children. We need to make sure that in 2009 we fulfil our obligations to them. 

The writer is the national director World Vision Uganda

UPDF opens talk centres in Karamoja (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/UPDF_opens_talk_centres_in_Karamoja_79274.shtml
The Uganda People’s Defence Forces and local leaders from Karamoja region have started civil-military centres aimed at encouraging ethnic groups to engage in discussions to end the persistent arms trafficking and cattle rustling.

According to the army, the strategy that has targeted all tribes in the region is aimed at ensuring that the UPDF disarmament exercise achieves the 100 per cent result for peace in Karamoja.

The 3rd Division commander, Lt. Col. Paul L’Okech, told Daily Monitor yesterday that the UPDF has already opened five civil-military centres in the region to coordinate the inter-ethnic dialogues involving the youth, kraal leaders and local council leaders. “As UPDF, we feel the best way to create peace in Karamoja is to encourage inter-ethnic dialogue between the various tribes,” Col. L’Okech said.

Col. L’Okech said the new programme intends to transform the local Karimajong people into ambassadors of ending cross-border battles.
Health
Health ministry starts meningitis vaccination in affected areas (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670274
IN efforts to manage the outbreak of meningitis, the health ministry has delivered chloramphenical drugs, financial and technical support to the affected districts. 

“We have sent about sh55m to the affected districts. Hoima received about sh7m from the World Health Organisation (WHO) to support the district efforts,” said Dr. Kenya Mugisha, the director of clinical services. 

Mugisha said the ministry, in partnership with WHO, had vaccinated people aged between two and 30 years in Arua and Hoima and was moving on to other districts. 

Dr. Miriam Nanyunja, the disease prevention and control officer at the WHO Uganda office, said: “Before massive vaccinations can take place, the strain of meningitis must be confirmed.” 

“However, some strains lack vaccines.” 

Mugisha added: “Massive vaccination has started in Masindi. If we meet the WHO recommended vaccination threshold, we shall move to Moyo and Adjumani districts.” 

Since late December 2008, the country has been experiencing a meningitis outbreak. Uganda is one of the countries in the African meningitis belt. 

The epidemic that started in the districts of Hoima and Arua has also spread to Masindi, Adjumani and Moyo. 

The disease has so far infected 344 people, leaving 42 of them dead. 

“We have strengthened disease surveillance, case finding and established treatment centres,” said Mugisha. 

Meningitis is an inflammation of the meninges, the lining surrounding the brain and spinal cord. 

About 30,000 in Uganda people suffer from the disease each year.
350,000 patients to get AIDS drugs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/19/670238
THE health minister, Stephen Mallinga, has said the Government has procured anti-retro viral drugs (ARVs) worth sh60b for 350,000 HIV/AIDS patients. 

Mallinga disclosed this while launching the Routine Counselling and Testing Services at Masaka Hospital on Saturday. 

He said the Government wanted to increase HIV/AIDS clients on ARVs by 200,000 people. 

Mallinga said currently, only 150,000 HIV-positive people had access to ARVs from the Government. 

He added that the Anti Retroviral Therapy programme in Uganda was the leading against AIDS in Africa. 

“We need more CD4 count machines because they are crucial for increasing the enrolment for the ART programme,” Mallinga said. 

He said only 25% of Ugandans knew their HIV status, adding that the campaign would be universal and everyone needed to know their status. 

Mallinga said the programme had been introduced in 11 referral hospitals and would later be taken to health centres. 

He also noted that tuberculosis was gradually rising because of AIDS. 

Meanwhile, the health ministry has raised the CD4 count points from 200 to 350 for the enrolment of HIV-positive patients on anti-retroviral therapy. 

The clinical and community services health director, Dr. Nathan Kenya, said: “The initial qualification of 200 CD4 count was getting inadequate.” 

He cautioned the public about thinking that circumcision and condom use were the perfect ways to fight HIV/AIDS. 

Kenya said the Japanese government had donated funds to recruit more medical workers.

Human Rights
Committee set up to deal with child sacrifice (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670273
THE Police have set up a 15-man committee to bolster investigations into the disturbing pattern of child sacrifice. 

The committee is headed by detective assistant commissioner of Police, Moses Binoga, deputised by the Police head of child and family protection unit, Christine Nadingi. 

It is also composed of members from the gender ministry and other key stakeholders. 

“The committee has embarked on its task,” Police spokesperson Judith Nabakooba told The New Vision over the phone recently. 

The committee, she said, in addition to child sacrifice will also handle cases of missing children and children who have disappeared. 

The committee will beef up investigators on the ground and will redirect and give guidance on investigations of particular cases, she said, adding that the committee will cover the entire country but with more interest to areas where cases have been reported. 

As part of its duties, Nabakooba said the committee had already visited Mayuge district to probe an incident involving the disappearance of a child. 

Early this month Police issued new measures aimed at fighting child sacrifice. 

Among the measures, Police was to deploy officers permanently to search vehicles and check out motorcycles carrying children. 

About 2,000 anti-trafficking officers have been trained with the support of the US government. 

There are also plans to establish special courts to handle child sacrifice cases. 

Last year, there were 18 suspected ritual murder cases reported to the Police, of which 15 were investigated and suspects committed to the High Court. 

Police findings show that most ritual murders were committed by either parents or relatives of the victims.
NGOs must also fight child sacrifice (New Vision – Opinion)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/459/670201
At the end of 2008, child sacrifice hit headlines in our media. The ritual murders were not only in the rural areas where witchcraft is perceived to be concentrated due to strong attachment to cultural beliefs, but also in Kampala. 

I wish to thank the media for exposing this cancer of child sacrifice. I also commend the Police for arresting the ritual murder suspects. 

But, the question is: What roles have other stakeholders like the church, parents and child advocacy organisation done to eliminate this devilish act? 

I visited some churches last month and was shocked to find that most of them do not prioritise children in their programmes and do very little protection for the children. 

They do not even have papyrus makeshift for children to gather during fellowship. The children pray outside and are allowed in the main church building when there is heavy rain. What kind of generation are we raising? Will the children grow up loving the church if they are only welcomed into the church when there is rain? 

It is high time churches planned for children in their budgets because Jesus welcomed children. I urge them to take a strong stand against child sacrifice like they did last year against homosexuality, to the extent of converging in Jerusalem. 

The church should put pressure on the Government to put in place stringent laws against child sacrifice. It should be clear to parents that hurting children, even those on the streets, means hurting God. The church should go beyond condemning child sacrifice but put up a stiff campaign through seminars, conferences and sermons against child ritual murder. 

Many people wait for children to grow up then reap rewards from them yet they do not bother about their growing up. 

Most churches, for example, wait for children to grow, complete schooling, get jobs and then begin paying tithes. 

On its part, the Government waits for the child to grow and begin paying tax. 

Children are tomorrow’s nation and are part of God’s kingdom, so child advocacy and non-governmental organisations have to include campaigns against child sacrifice in their programmes. 

The writer works with Compassion International-Uganda

2,000 Police officers were involved in misconduct – IGP (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/2_000_Police_officers_were_involved_in_misconduct_-_IGP_79293.shtml
Two thousand Police officers have been cited in misconduct including mismanagement of case files, robbery and murder between July 2007 and December 2008, the Inspector General of Police has told Members of Parliament. 

According to Maj. Gen. Kale Kayihura’s report, the total number of complaints against Police officers registered with the Professional Standards Unit were 2,409 out of which 1,058 have been successfully completed and 1,375 are pending inquiry. “The common complaints were mismanagement of case files (805 cases), misconduct of Police officers (426 cases), neglect of duty (264 cases), corrupt tendencies (251 cases), public harassment (106 cases) and unlawful arrests/ over-detention of suspects in cells (76 cases),” Gen. Kayihura told the MPs on the Legal and Parliamentary Affairs Committee on Monday.

“We decided on an internal mechanism to deal with issues of misconduct within the force,” he said, adding, “We have wrong elements and we are dealing with them in order to professionalise the force.” Gen. Kayihura said murder, robbery, corruption, public harassment, assault, theft, forgeries, extortion and threatening violence were some of the cases where various unnamed Police officers were implicated. 

The new report comes at the time when a parliamentary select committee is investigating the alleged Police brutality against individual MPs and the general public. 

The committee is yet to present its findings to Parliament. 

The report will, however, complicate government efforts to involve Police in investigating any person’s wealth that is disproportionate to civil servant’s monthly income.
Global Economic Crisis
UN puts focus on improving food security (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business/UN_puts_focus_on_improving_food_security_79263.shtml
The United Nations has pledged to give more support to people facing a food crisis through improving food security. Speaking at the end of a two-day meeting in Spain themed: ‘High Level Meeting on Food Security for All’ - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon said: 

“We worked hard to bring food assistance to those that most needed it in 2008. This year it is going to be harder because of the financial crisis which impacts on food security, but we must remain focused on improving food production”.

The meeting, co-chaired by the Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, was a follow-up to last June’s High-level Conference on World Food Security in Rome. Mr Jacques Diouf, task force vice-chairman and director- general of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation called for an investment of $30 billion (Shs57 billion) in agriculture per year in developing countries. This is geared towards doubling food production by 2050 and to ensure the basic right to food for all.

In relation to this, Mr Ban advocated for the twin-track approach of providing food and nutrition aid along with boosting food production. It is in this regard that he called for a new initiative – the right to food – to be added to fighting food insecurity. Speaking on behalf of the African Union, Prof. Richard Mkandawire who is the head of NEPAD’s Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme, called upon participants to use the meetings as an opportunity for kick-starting action-driven and globally-oriented attempts to end world hunger.

Prof. Mkandawire said; “The severe food shortages in countries such as Kenya, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Afghanistan are a constant reminder that the food crisis is far from over.” He said although global food prices have fallen in recent months, they are still relatively high, very volatile and are expected to rise in the future. This has further been complicated by the triple crunch, of the economic crisis, climate change, energy and water scarcity.

Meanwhile, during the food security meetings, participants held discussions on a broader and deeper global partnerships that can be used to facilitate an effective international response to both immediate and longer-term global food security problems. 

GPAFS is expected to operate across three levels – global, regional and especially national in terms of implementing genuine policies for eradicating hunger. Within the context of Africa – African ministers of Agriculture and representatives from regional economic communities called for the GPAFS to be implemented through the already existing CAADP structures, partnerships and networks. “In Africa, it is imperative that CAADP is located at the centre of GPAFS activities so that it can be optimally used to support the real agricultural plans of small holder farmers, women and those that are usually marginalised in African agriculture” advised CAADP’s Mkandawire.

CAADP was endorsed by the AU and NEPAD in 2003 is an Africa-led and Africa-owned initiative and framework to rationalise and revitalise African agriculture for economic growth and lasting poverty reduction results.

Museveni tells experts to explain global crisis (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/670254
President Yoweri Museveni has challenged world economists to explain the causes of the global financial crisis. 

The President, who is attending the 12th AU meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, was yesterday contributing to a discussion by the Heads of State and government on the economic meltdown. 

He noted that part of the crisis was caused by the majority of the people in the west reaching the apex of affluence while a middle class was emerging in the eastern world. 

“The problem is the unsustainable mode of modernisation where everybody has a car instead of using public means,” he observed. 

He wondered whether the crisis was a result of high production costs for the industries in the west or a result of saturated demand as was the case in the 1930s. 

He dismissed the notion that the global crunch was due to poor bank regulation in the west. 

“I don’t buy the idea that the banks in the west were lending money to people who were not able to pay back. Why don’t you find a better borrower than a risky one?” he asked. 

Museveni said the crisis was good for Africa because while international earnings were going down, regional earnings were rising. “Actually, Uganda is in a form of a boom as far as regional exports are concerned,” he explained. 

He singled out the improving communication network in Uganda that has seen the rise of mobile phones from one million two years ago to eight million today. 

On the predictability of aid, Museveni called on AU member states to focus on constructing a few transport links that they can fund. 

On the forthcoming G-20 Summit to take place in London, Museveni emphasised the need for AU to have a strong and united voice to present its views. 

Earlier on Monday, Museveni briefed the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, on the joint operation against LRA insurgents in Garamba in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

He called on the UN force (MONUC) to do more to support the joint operation by protecting and delivering humanitarian assistance to civilians in affected areas. 

The UPDF, assisted by the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army and the Congolese army, in December launched air strikes on rebel hideouts in north-east DRC following the failure of the rebel leader, Joseph Kony, to sign a peace deal. 

Museveni asked the UN to support DRC president Joseph Kabila to eliminate negative forces destabilising the country and the region. 

Ki-Moon said the UN was in the process of strengthening MONUC to support the operations against the LRA. He appealed to Museveni to help in the mobilisation of resources for the UN Trust Fund in Somalia.
Uganda’s inflation still at 14% (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business/Uganda_s_inflation_still_at_14_79265.shtml
Ugandans have had no relief from the sharp drop in oil and food prices in the global markets. Declining oil prices and global economic slowdowns, in what may be the worst recession since 1929 are easing inflation pressures globally - particularly in the developed economies  and in some emerging economies - but Uganda’s inflation rate seems not be going down as expected. This is because of persistent internal increments in food prices and high utility charges.

This was revealed during the release of the Price Consumer Index for the month last month on January 30, at Statistics House. The Uganda Bureau of Statistics PCI figures show that food prices went up in most centres with significant contributions coming from cassava, Irish potatoes, oranges, pineapples, fresh vegetables (cabbage egg plant, bitter tomatoes, green pepper, and carrots) meat and chicken.

The Ubos survey explains that food prices have remained high due to low supplies as a result of seasonal factors, in addition to high demand for food locally and from neighbouring countries. “We are fortunate when it comes to food because we have enough but the problem is that there is no mechanism of ensuring that one will have enough food at the end of the harvesting period. Ugandans prefer getting money out of the food they harvested by selling it off rather than storing for the future,” Director Macro-economic Uganda Bureau of Statistics, Matthew Ssenwanyana said.  

The report shows that although Uganda’s annual headline inflation rate for January 2009 stabilised at 14.3 per cent from 14.2 per cent in December 2008, people are constrained by high prices, because their income sources are not increasing. 

The first month into 2009 saw Uganda’s core inflation rate, which excludes food crop items, fuel electricity and metered water from CPI basket, increasing to 13.7 per cent in January compared to 12.7 per cent in December 2008.  

Senior Statistician, Ronald Ssombwe said the increase in inflation rate was on account of increases in beverages and tobacco, clothing and footwear, rent, fuel and utilities particularly water, households and personal goods. Education, health and entertainment also had an effect. All these had a positive percentage increase in prices during January 2009.

Regional
Confusion and fear grip Congolose (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Confusion_and_fear_grip_Congolose_79247.shtml
In the war zones of Eastern Congo where the Kinshasa government has suffered defeat after defeat, Rwanda is now taking over from the Nkunda rebellion as the most powerful player, Dominic Johnson reports from Goma and Rutshuru

On one side of the road, a long column of soldiers in green army uniforms is trampling through the sun beside lush green meadows and banana gardens. They are carrying guns, munitions boxes, yellow jerrycans, rolled-up mattresses, sacks of potatoes and other paraphernalia of military life in the Democratic Republic of Congo. These are soldiers of the government army FARDC on the formerly tarmacked road winding through the bush from the Eastern Congolese provincial capital Goma to the district capital Rutshuru 70 kilometres northwards.

On the other side of the road, other soldiers in camouflage fatigues are peering out of the shadows and wondering what is going on. These are fighters of the rebel movement CNDP (National Congress for the Defence of the People), which under the command of Tutsi general Laurent Nkunda conquered large swathes of the Eastern Congolese province of North Kivu and which administers this area.

The two opposing armies do not exchange a single word or a single gunshot as the one which lost every battle marches freely into the territory of the victor.

Closer to Rutshuru, government troops are more and more numerous. They are heaped on lorries together with their wives. They relax in front of mud huts while the inhabitants take refuge indoors or on their little wooden benches at the door. In Kibumba vegetable market, there are more soldiers than cabbages. In Rutshuru, the biggest town under CNDP control, they amble past the shops as if they had just reconquered the place without firing a shot. And perhaps that is exactly what they have done.

The FARDC troops are part of a joint Rwandan-Congolese military operation designed to flush out Rwandan Hutu militia from Eastern Congo. Known as FDLR (Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda) and partially led by perpetrators of the Rwandan genocide of 1994, these militia control large areas of the Kivu provinces in collusion with parts of the Congolese military. This is the main justification for the CNDP’s existence as an independent force protecting the Tutsi.

Rwandan general summon Kabila

On December 5, 2008, the Congolese government in Kinshasa, reeling from a series of defeats against the CNDP, aggred to let Rwanda help the Congolese army against the FDLR.

Rwanda’s chief of army staff, James Kabarebe, visited Kinshasa a month later and enjoyed his superiority, setting himself up in the capital’s Grand Hotel and summoning even President Joseph Kabila to meet him there. Some Congolese were reminded of 1997, when the president’s father Laurent-Désiré Kabila toppled the Mobutu dictatorship; during that war, Joseph Kabila had for a time been Kabarebe’s driver.

In return for Kinshasa allowing Rwandan troops onto its territory, Rwanda put pressure on CNDP. It would put itself at the service of the fight against FDLR but renounce its pretensions as a Congolese rebellion.

Why Nkunda arrested 

The most senior CNDP leader, Bosco Ntaganda, became the figurehead of this new line. He proclaimed the removal of Nkunda as CNDP leader, and under his leadership the CNDP military command formally announced the end of their war, in the evening of January 16 at a press conference in the most luxurious hotel in Goma. 

Insiders report that the day before, Rwanda’s military had summoned the CNDP commanders to a meeting and told them: We are coming into Congo anyway; either you are with us or against us, and if we have, we will fight you. In that way, the second most important rebel commander Sultani Makenga, who had up to then continued to support Nkunda, was brought on side. Only Nkunda himself still refused. But he was now isolated.

That is why, when the Rwandan army entered Congo on January 20, their first visible achievement was to arrest Nkunda. According to his entourage, the Rwandan forces wanted to take over his military headquarters and his arms stocks in Jomba village. He refused. Rwanda called him to a meeting. There he was taken under arrest and brought to a villa in the border town of Gisenyi overlooking Goma.

None of this was clear to the public following the rebel generals’ peace move. Instead, the most extraordinary thing happened: All military roadblocks around Goma suddenly disappeared, in accordance with one clause of the CNDP declaration. The government army barrier at Mugunga west of Goma, where for years soldiers had fleeced passing traffic – gone.

The artillery positions a little further – empty, apart from a few rocket launchers pointing into the sky. Most strangely: the heavily fortified frontline between the government army FARDC and the CNDP rebels melted away. Suddenly everyone could travel freely. And the day after CNDP, the Congolese Hutu rebel group Pareco (Congolese Patriotic Resistance), sworn enemy of the CNDP Tutsi, also ended its war.

In Goma, people began to celebrate what they assumed was the end of the war. Motorcycle convoys blared their way to the town, honking for peace. People who would normally hate all Tutsi feted returning CNDP politicians as friends. In the rebel military base of Mushaki high up in the mountains fraternising officers from opposing sides sang and danced. 

“When we saw the Tutsi and Hutu commanders from CNDP and Pareco together celebrating peace, we knew that it was for real”, says an elderly resident.

The CNDP military thought that all it had done was to end hostilities and to grant the Rwandan-Congolese joint operation a right of way. 

“FARDC is not coming here, we are staying here”, says Jérôme Mashagiro, rebel administrator of Masisi territory, relaxing in his hut in Mushaki, where in December 2007, the CNDP had inflicted one of the heaviest defeats on the war on the government army. “We are giving them a corridor for their operations. We have a common enemy: the FDLR.”

But while the Rwandans walked straight through the rebel zone and immediately deployed against FDLR deep inside Congo, the Congolese government forces stayed in the CNDP zone.

“They should be moving towards the FDLR, but they seem not to be going there,” says Rutshuru’s rebel administrator Jules Simpense on the veranda of his house from where he can see the soldiers on the main road. A colleague warns: “They have no food, no shelter. I am frightened when I see them like this. Already they have looted. After two days we will see what happens and there will be consequences.”

Residents thrown into fear and confusion

CNDP units continue to patrol their area. But it is difficult for them to remain calm when during their patrols they keep on meeting huge numbers of their former enemies whom they chased away only a few months earlier. The bitterness is visible in the eyes of some of the rebel fighters who are under orders not to shoot and to let the others through.

If the rebel soldiers feel bitter, the people feel confused. “We don’t understand what’s going on“ says an old man in Rugari village on the road to Rutshuru. On January 20, the Rwandan army marched through the village - a complete surprise as nobody had been forewarned. The next day the Congolese army followed. And since then Congolese government and rebel forces are both there. 

The confusion on the Congolese side is evident to all. In the radio, the Congolese army chief Didier Etumba has just announced that he is not informed of the joint operation against FDLR with Rwanda and that he is not informed of the presence of government forces in Rutshuru. Listeners in Rutshuru cannot believe their ears.

Even the traditional king of the region says: “I don’t understand anything.” Mwami Paul Ndeze, leader of the Congolese Hutu “kingdom” of Bwisha which includes Rutshuru town, is driving up and down his territory, constantly surrounded by his subjects seeking reassurance which he cannot give.

“People don’t know who is in charge, I don’t even know which brigades have been deployed here”, he says. He doesn’t know who to call in case of trouble, for example, if a hungry government soldiers steals food and a rebel fighter intervenes. The soldiers “will eat the population”, he says and laughs.

For the traditional leader the operation against the FDLR is bound to fail. 

“The Rwandans are looking for the militia in the bush, but actually they are here – on the road, in the houses, looking at us!” he exclaims. Many FDLR fighters have married Congolese women, produced Congolese children and taken Congolese identity cards. “Once you mix fine salt and fine sugar, you can’t separate it again,” says the king, fearing that all Hutu, Rwandan or Congolese, may become targets.

For the moment this is not the case. The Rwandan army has pushed northwards, deep into neighbouring Lubero territory, and engaged FDLR units in some of their strongholds. But in a declaration, civil society leaders remind the public that when Rwanda first entered the Congo 1996/97 to fight Hutu militia, the militia ran away all across the DRC and Rwanda’s army ended up taking Kinshasa.

“History is on the march”, says a bemused civil society activist in Goma. “But where is it going?”

AU Peacekeeping
UPDF accused of killing 40 Somali civilians (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_accused_of_killing_40_Somali_civilians_79301.shtml
UPDF peacekeepers in Somalia have been accused of shooting and killing up to 40 civilians, a charge the army has denied.

The Deputy Mayor of Mogadishu, Mr Abdifatah Ibrahim, said Ugandan soldiers who are part of an African Union peacekeeping mission, known as Amisom, fired into a crowd on Monday on a packed road in the Somali capital and killed at least 36 people. 

The alleged shooting came after a roadside bomb targeting the peacekeepers exploded, killing three civilians and injuring a UPDF soldier. The soldiers opened fire in response, paramedics said. “I am sure we have carried 16 dead people and others injured so far,” said Ali Muse, manager of an ambulance service. “We have counted 23 dead people and 16 other dead civilians were transported before I reached the scene. All these people except three died after Amisom opened fire indiscriminately.”

The UPDF, however, denied the claim yesterday. UPDF’s Maj. Ba-Hoku Barigye, who is also the Amisom spokesman, said last evening that the civilians were killed by gunfire from insurgents. “The figure of the casualties was exaggerated,” Maj. Barigye said by telephone from Mogadishu. “As a result of the explosion on our vehicle and the random shooting, some civilians were killed but not from the peacekeepers’ fire because we restrained ourselves from retaliating.” He said Amisom regretted the incident and is working with the Somalia leaders to calm the situation. 

Six Ugandans peacekeepers have in the past been killed by insurgents and the latest incident is likely to increase tensions and confrontations between the peacekeepers and Islamic extremist groups that have battled for years to control the lawless country.

The incident came at a time when Al Shabaab, a radical Muslim group classified by the United States as a terrorist organisation, has been holding demonstrations against Somalia’s new President Sheikh Sharif Ahmed, a moderate Islamist whom they accuse of selling out to the west. 

Mr Ahmed was elected at the weekend as part of a UN-brokered plan to try and form a unity government and bring peace to Somalia for the first time since 1991. His main challenge is to defeat, isolate or somehow bring on board al Shabaab.

The Commission of the African Union condemned the attacks in a statement issued yesterday by its chairperson, Jean Ping. The statement, released as African leaders met for an AU Summit in Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, described the attack as “barbaric and cowardly”.

Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports show that Ethiopian troops which left Somalia last month after a more than two-year intervention have crossed back over the border to prepare an assault against Islamic militants. Addis Ababa denied their account as false and malicious. 

Residents in the town of Baladwayne, near the Ethiopia border, said soldiers had moved about 20km into Somalia to join forces with former rulers of Baladwayne whom the hardline insurgent al Shabaab group ousted at the end of 2008. “We have been frightened for the last 36 hours because Ethiopian troops and the ousted Baladwayne authorities have come closer,” local elder Abdirizak Ali told Reuters from Baladwayne town. “We anticipate attacks from those troops.” 

Addis Ababa has said it is keeping a heavy troop presence on the border in case of threats to its security. But it denied crossing back, after a highly-publicised withdrawal from Somalia completed on Jan. 26. “The army is within the Ethiopian border. There is no intention to go back,” minister and government spokesman Bereket Simon said, calling the report a “wicked” distraction from progress in Somalia.
Uganda denies Mogadishu killings (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670257
DEFENCE minister Dr. Crispus Kiyonga and the African Union forces spokesman, Maj. Bahoku Barigye, have denied allegations by Somalia that African Union (AU) peacekeepers killed 18 civilians in Mogadishu. 

The incident happened after an AU vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb, killing three civilians. 

Kiyonga confirmed that the convoy was targeted in a bomb attack, but doubted whether it was the AU soldiers who had opened fire on the civilians. 

He said he had asked the commandant of the AMISON, Maj. Gen. Francis Okello, to explain the involvement of the UPDF in the saga yesterday. 

Kiyonga said if the explanation was not sufficient, a board of inquiry would be instituted. 

Barigye said: “Our forces did not open fire on people.” 

On Saturday, Somali MPs elected moderate Islamist Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed as president so as to stabilise the country. 

However, Islamists, who have rejected the government, continue to carry out attacks. 

Militants have targeted AU forces since the first Ugandan contingent deployed in the country in March 2007.
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