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Joint Operations Against the LRA
UPDF helps Odhiambo to come out (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/670905 

THE army met officials of the UN peace-keeping mission in Sudan to discuss the surrender of LRA deputy commander Okot Odhiambo. 

The UPDF delegation to the meeting in Yambio, South Sudan, was led by Col. Moses Rwakitarate, the deputy commander of the Operation Lightning Thunder, a joint military offensive hunting down the rebels in north-eastern DR Congo. 

Others who attended the meeting over the weekend included the SPLA Brigade Commander of Yambio, the UN security chief in the area and the Bangladesh contingent commander of UN peace-keeping force in Sudan. 

The meeting discussed the location of rebel commanders Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen and the conditions they set for their surrender. 

Rwakitarate said UPDF in its “spirit of forgiveness” agreed to facilitate the surrender of the duo and their fighters. 

“We agreed to give them a 10-kilometre radius corridor from Ri-Kwangba,” Rwakitarate said on phone from the war zone. 

Rwakitarate, who is the Chief of Staff of the UPDF airforce, said Odhiambo had asked for a map showing the safe corridor to be published in the press “before he walks to freedom.” 

“We gave them two coordinates from where the corridor begins towards Ri-Kwangba because they want to surrender to UPDF in South Sudan. A unit of the UPDF will disarm them before they meet journalists and other officials,” he explained. 

Rwakitarate said the army would respect the 10km-radius and only engage rebels found outside that passage. He referred The New Vision to the International Organisation of Migration (IOM) for a copy of the map. 

However, the organisation’s chief of operation in Uganda, Jeremy Haslem, declined to comment on the operation to receive Odhiambo and Ongwen or the availability of the safe corridor map. 

“I cannot speak at this moment. The operation seems to be sensitive. If there is any information, we shall issue it simultaneously. If there is any map, it will be issued by the Government,” Haslem remarked. 

Defence ministry and army spokesperson Maj. Felix Kulayigye said the map was not in the ministry’s possession yet. 

He added that the UPDF would fulfil all the commitments it has entered during the surrender process. 

“We shall ensure he is safe and cooperate with them (IOM) in accordance to international humanitarian law and war law,” Kulayigye said. 

The commanders said the war would soon end. 

“The mission is going on well. There are many achievements,” the overall commander of Operation Lightning Thunder, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, said yesterday. 

He said a boy and a girl were rescued, adding that they were looking after a sick LRA commander who was understood to be Ceaser Achellam. 

Rwakitarate said: “We are looking forward to coming back home victorious. Everything that has a beginning has an end. This is the end of LRA.” 

Asked where LRA chief Joseph Kony was, Rwakitarate quipped: “You wait.” 

Probed what that meant, he retorted: “I said you wait.” 

UN envoy visits scene of Congo massacre (AP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j01RUT0XxpP3jWqmATqsS9LBHfOgD9689L4G1 

DOROUMA, Congo (AP) — Massacre survivors here are so traumatized it is difficult to talk to them.

Marguerite Animbwefwo managed to escape the onslaught by Ugandan rebels with her 7-year-old son. But she is wracked with guilt, despairing that she couldn't save her 13-year-old daughter and 15-year-old son, killed in a Christmas Day rampage on her northeastern Congo village of Nawangu.

"They killed everyone else in the village. We are the only ones living," she said Monday.

Her simple, stark words framed the situation. While the top U.N. diplomat for humanitarian affairs visited the area Monday and promised to do all he could to protect those who survived the "truly diabolical" massacre, the reality on the ground indicates those pleading for help in this remote area remain very much alone.

U.N. envoy John Holmes joined critics who blame the latest slaughter in eastern Congo on a joint military operation by troops from Congo, Uganda and Sudan to fight the rebels of Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army. The rebels — known for their brutality, their use of child soldiers and their kidnapping of girls for sex slaves — have carried their predatory violence into southern Sudan and northeastern Congo.

"The humanitarian consequences of the operations against the LRA have been catastrophic," Holmes told reporters in Dorouma, a village in northeastern Congo near the Sudanese border.

Hundreds of people were killed in Dorouma — hacked, clubbed, bayoneted and shot — by Ugandan rebels who went on a three-day bloodletting spree beginning Dec. 24. The rebels have slaughtered some 900 civilians since Christmas, the U.N. and humanitarian agencies estimate.

The onslaught came after the Ugandan air force bombed five Ugandan rebel bases in northeast Congo in December. Now the rebels have scattered across 15,000 square miles (40,000 square kilometers) of dense forests and plains, according to Holmes — five times the area they operated in before.

One U.N. official described the bombings as throwing a rock at a hive of bees.

A spokesman for the Ugandan army, however, defended the strategy. Spokesman Capt. Deo Akiiki said Monday the attacks succeeded in destroying the rebels' base camps and their source of food.

Akiiki said rebel leader Joseph Kony's deputy was ready to surrender and the rebels have been scattered into smaller groups that has destroyed their coordination.

"That's why (the deputy) can now talk of surrender," he told reporters. "Because if he was with Kony and he talked of surrender, Kony would slaughter him."

Holmes, the U.N. deputy Secretary General for humanitarian affairs, came to the area to talk to survivors and see how the U.N. could help.

"We are here because we want to express our sympathy and compassion for what you have suffered and also because we want ... protect you from these undeserved and totally diabolical attacks," he said.

Among victims at Dorouma hospital is a 3-year-old girl whom rebels tried to kill by twisting off her head. She is paralyzed from the neck down and both her parents were killed in the attacks.

The rebels left very few wounded, noted Serge Pfister, the emergency field coordinator for Doctors Without Borders.

"It's clear their intention was to kill," he said.

Some of the first U.N. aid to reach the people of Dorouma — blankets and medicines — came aboard the helicopter that carried Holmes to Dorouma. Tarpaulins to shelter the homeless had been sent earlier.

But village leaders told Holmes their biggest need was food.

"It's like a famine," district administrator Jules Nzerie said. "We live off the land. But we can't go into the fields because these groups of rebels ... continue attacking."

Every day there are reports of attacks, aid workers said.

"One person killed here, women abducted there," said Avril Benoit, spokesman for Medicins Sans Frontieres, the only international agency operating in Dorouma. Caritas, the Catholic charity, has delivered some small food packages including beans and rice. But Dorouma's population has exploded from 3,500 to about 12,000 as refugees poured in to escape the rebels.

The paucity of food and shelter was striking when Holmes visited two convent dormitories given over to refugees. People sleep on the cement floor, or on mats, if they were lucky enough to bring them. The only furniture was a table. The only food was a basket with a couple of cups of pounded yam and three sweet potatoes.

Medicins Sans Frontieres has accused the U.N. peacekeeping force in Congo — the biggest in the world at 17,000 strong — of failing to protect the people slain in recent weeks.

Holmes admitted in an interview with The Associated Press that there were significant logistical issues blocking aid and limiting protection.

The road to Dorouma, for example, is impassable in this rainy season. Bangladeshi peacekeepers have carved a small landing strip out of the bush, but it can only take small planes and helicopters.

Holmes said officials were discussing how to ship aid in, possibly through south Sudan, but up to now the area has been too unsafe to send in U.N. aid workers.

As for the lack of protection, Holmes couched all his promises by noting he would do the very best he could. Still, he is not responsible for peacekeepers and Congo's vast, sprawling territory often defies their best efforts. Making matters worse, several other militia groups are terrorizing civilians just in eastern Congo alone.

"We can do the best we can to provide the securest environment possible — but that's not very safe," Holmes admitted.
UN says rebel hunt disaster for Congolese but must go on (Reuters)

http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKL960247520090209 

An offensive against Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army rebels in Congo has had catastrophic consequences for civilians but must go on to drive out the rebels, the U.N. humanitarian chief said on Monday.

Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) fighters have killed nearly 900 people in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, mostly since the start of a multinational campaign on Dec. 14 led by Ugandan forces.

"It's true that the humanitarian consequences have been catastrophic," U.N. Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes told reporters in Doruma, where at least 13,000 civilians have taken refuge after a spate of attacks by the rebels.

"I think they need to see the operation through. I don't know how long that will take...but I think there is no point in putting a premature end to it," Holmes said.

The decision lay with the Congolese and Ugandan governments, he said.

"We, meanwhile, will try to pick up the pieces as best we can."

The U.N. says 700 people, including 540 children, have been abducted to become fighters, porters or sex slaves, while others have been orphaned and traumatised.

"They beat my mummy and daddy's heads with pieces of wood. I hid in a bush by the road and watched them kill my parents," said Abango, a boy of 6, in a centre for traumatised children.
The U.N. peacekeeping force in Congo said in late January that so far, only 40 LRA fighters had been killed. The reclusive LRA leader Joseph Kony, a self-proclaimed mystic who has waged a 20-year rebellion in northern Uganda, has vanished.

"WE LAUGH TO STOP CRYING"

Holmes addressed a crowd of more than 1,000 displaced people in the palm tree-lined square by Doruma's church, one of the few brick-built structures in a town where most people live in mud huts or, for the latest arrivals, shelters of banana leaves.

Many of those gathered wore rags and others dressed themselves in leaves to demonstrate their plight. 

"No to the violence, No to the bloodbath in our territory," read a banner held up by one person.

"We laugh to stop ourselves from crying," read another.

Mibie Sangbayo Zachee, said he fled here when LRA rebels attacked his village, Diagbe, 50 km (31 miles) to the south.

"They killed 15 people in my family. They crushed their heads with machetes. They broke all their bones," Zachee said.
"Once the Ugandan (army) arrived, that made the situation worse. But if they go home without getting their brothers out of the bush, we won't be happy," said the greying 53-year-old.

The world's biggest peacekeeping force has come under criticism for not doing more to help protect civilians.

"They stay in one place, in Dungu. They stay in the base, and most are engineers," Medecins Sans Frontieres spokeswoman Avril Benoit said.

"There is no protection, as far as we can see, substantially being offered by the United Nations."
British army chief, Aronda discuss LRA (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670908 

A senior British military officer, the chief of general staff (CGS), Gen. Sir Richard Dannatt, has held a meeting with the chief of defence forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima. 

They discussed the on-going military offensive against Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in the DR Congo. 

A statement issued by the defence and UPDF spokesperson, Maj. Felix Kulayigye, said it was the first time since 1962, when Uganda attained independence, that a British general of Dannatt’s level visited the country. 

The meeting took place at the defence headquarters in Mbuya 

“The CGS was given a security briefing on the history of various conflicts in the country, the developments in the UPDF and activities undertaken outside the country,” said Kulayigye. 

“These include the progress on Operation Lightning Thunder and the peace mission in Somalia.” 

Kulayigye said Nyakairima thanked Britain for the development and military support rendered to the country. 

Nyakairima told his guest that the UPDF had built capacity over the years, which enabled it to defend the country and execute pan-African missions. 

He paid tribute to the British forces for their role in global security. 

Dannatt briefed his host about the British operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“He said the British had a historical relationship with Africa and had a responsibility to maintain it,” Kulayigye said. 

Dannatt said he was in Uganda to learn about the UPDF and what was being done about the LRA and the crisis in Somalia. 

“Whenever there are difficulties, we all need to do our responsibilities,” he was quoted as having said. 

Kulayigye said Dannatt agreed with the notion of local solutions to local problems and lauded the UPDF for building capacity to contribute to regional stability. 

Dannatt was accompanied by the defence adviser for the British High Commission. 

The meeting was attended by the commander of the land forces, Lt. Gen. Katumba Wamala, the joint chief of staff, Brig. Robert Rusoke, the chief of training, Brig S.M Kayemba and the camp commandant of land forces, Brig Hussein Adda. 

Others were the chief of military intelligence, Brig. James Mugiria, the deputy chief of personnel, Col. Kasiita Gowa and the director of the defence review secretariat, Lt. Col. Charles Kisembo. 

Northern Uganda

52 percent IDPs returning home (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/670889 

INTERNALLY displaced people are leaving the main camps to resettle in their home villages is at an average of 52 percent. 

Amuru district LC5 Vice-chairman, Patrick Okello Oryema said the numbers were still low and attributed this to land wrangles rampant in the villages. 

“Another reason is the launch of the joint military operations against the LRA rebels in the DR.Congo. 

This has left many people wondering whether the attack on the LRA will not force them to sneak back into the country and attack the villagers who have already returned and settled peacefully in their home villages,” he said.
LC courts extort money from locals, says Mao (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/LC_courts_extort_money_from_locals_says_Mao_79607.shtml 

Gulu District chairman Norbert Mao has accused the lower local council courts in northern Uganda of levying exorbitant fees on the hapless locals before presiding over their cases.

Mr Mao said some local council one and two courts have become costly for residents to manage. He added that the practice has bred corruption and eroded public confidence in the system.

“Local council courts should be at the service of the people they have been set up to help in the administration of justice, but not to extort as is the case with most of them,” the district boss said.

He made the scathing attacks while featuring on his weekly radio talk show on the Gulu based Mega FM radio station on Sunday.

He said local council courts that over charge people should be reported to the relevant authorities for appropriate action.

Mr Mao also called on residents to always demand for receipts for their payments to bar the LC officials from fleecing them. 

“Any money that is given to a public official for executing any service should have receipts so that the temptations to over- charge is eliminated,” added Mr Mao. 

Health
Ugandan milk is safe, UNBS boss assures consumers (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Ugandan_milk_is_safe_UNBS_boss_assures_consumers_79620.shtml 

The Uganda National Bureau of Standards boss yesterday assured consumers that Ugandan milk and milk products were safe. 

Dr Terry Kahuuma,, told journalists at a press conference held at the Sameer Agriculture and Livestock Plant in Kampala that the bureau has been carrying out regular tests on these products both at the factory and market level but none had confirmed that the products were contaminated by feaces.

“I would like to assure the public that our processed milk and products conform to UNBS standards and they bear our quality mark. To claim that our powder milk has feacal matter is very untrue, extremely fabricated and an economic sabotage to our country,” said Dr Kahuuma, adding “We can’t compromise the quality of any products especially milk which is consumed by so many people including children. If it was really true that people were consuming contaminated milk , they would have fallen sick,”.

Dr Kahuuma said the milk may get contaminated by bacteria in the process of being transported from farmers to the plant but all the bacteria are eliminated during milk processing. 

He was responding to an article that was published in a tabloid saying Ugandan powder milk is contaminated by feaces and that it had been rejected by the Syrian market.

The powder is processed by the Sameer Agriculture and Livestock Limited that was formerly Uganda Diary Corporation.

Sameer’s Managing Director A.G Gaggar said the milk and milk products adhere to strict local and international food processing standards.

“We are also the only diary company in Uganda with ISO 22000:2005 certification which the international Food and Safety Management Systems Certification for ensuring the highest level of food safety to the customers,” Mr Gaggar said. 

Mr Gaggar also said the company has never exported any powder milk to Syria as it is claimed in the article . 

The Executive Director of the Uganda Investment Authority, Dr Maggie Kigozi, said if the quality of Sameer’s powder milk was really wanting, the company would have not been recognised in the recently concluded Investor of the Year Award.

Dr Kigozi said the company was recognised as the second runner-up in the investor of the year, large scale category.

“We are concerned about the irresponsible article published by the Red Pepper,” Dr Kigozi said. 

Health officials call for regional drug stores (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/670888 

GULU and Amuru district health officials have called for the establishment of regional stores to enable effective distribution of drugs. 

The officials made the recommendation during a one-day meeting convened by the health ministry on reproductive health improvement at Pearl Afrique Hotel in Gulu district last week. 

“Because the National Medical Stores seems not to have enough capacity to handle the whole country as drugs always expire in the stores and are not delivered in time, it should decentralise the drugs stores at regional levels,” the recommendation read. 

They also urged the Medical Stores to stop delivering drugs at night or during weekends when the staff concerned with drug handling were out of office. 

Gulu deputy resident district commissioner Milton Odongo said his office would order the arrest of any driver from the Medical Stores who delivers drugs at night and on weekends. 

The Gulu deputy chief administrative officer, Stephen Oloya, appealed to the Medical Stores to dispose of expired drugs in the district stores.
Female condoms should be free – MPs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/670915 

FEMALE MPs have asked the Government to provide free femidoms, condoms designed for women, to help women take charge of their sex life. 

The legislators, under the African Women Ministers and Parliamentarians Network, demanded that the Government subsidises the condoms, to increase their accessibility. 

According to the legislators, each Femidom costs about sh5,000. 

The male condoms are supplied free of charge in some areas and can also be purchased at sh500 a packet of three. 

“Female condoms are not available for those who need them and neither have they been promoted by the Government and development partners,” said Silvia Namabidde (NRM). 

Addressing journalists at Parliament yesterday, the legislators observed that the use of female condoms had remained low due to lack of sensitisation. 

They argued that free condom access would empower women to negotiate for safe sex from their partners. 

Namabidde said Uganda’s expenditure on health is 9.3% of the national budget and only 28.7% of the health budget is spent on reproductive health. 

She also said the country needed 240 million male condoms per year, yet only 80 million were procured, leaving a deficit of 160 million. 

Ayivu MP Margaret Angufiru said: “Women have no say on safe sex. If the Government can supply the male condoms free of charge, why not the female condoms? Why should women issues always be undermined?” 

The network chairperson, Sarah Nyombi, expressed concern about the low supply of reproductive health facilities. 

She said ensuring reproductive health required access to reproductive health supplies that protect health and improve livelihood 

Nyombi said the Government needed to invest in contraceptives, emergency obstetric care and safe motherhood drugs, adding that they were important in improving maternal health. 

Health minister Stephen Mallinga said the ministry would discuss the issues raised.
Aids gels show prevention promise, say researchers (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Aids_gels_show_prevention_promise_say_researchers_79611.shtml 

Gels to protect women from infection with the Aids virus have shown hints that they may work, researchers said yesterday. 

One study of 3,000 women showed a gel made by Massachusetts-based Indevus Pharmaceuticals cut transmission rates by a third, and two studies in monkeys suggested that Gilead Sciences Inc.’s drug Truvada might prevent infection when taken as a pill or used in a gel. 

The studies presented at a meeting of Aids in Canada show possible ways to slow the pandemic of deadly human immunodeficiency virus, which infects 33 million people globally and which has killed 25 million. 

Dr Salim Abdool Karim of the Centre for the Aids Program of Research in South Africa and colleagues tested a gel Indevus’s PRO 2000 in women who did not have HIV but whose husbands were infected. Although they were only testing its safety, PRO 2000 actually reduced the rate of HIV infection by a third, they told the meeting. 

“This is the first study that now shows that we have a promising candidate,” Mr Karim said. “We do not regard it as a definitive conclusion that PRO 2000 is a microbicide, but we certainly view it as very promising.” 

The human immunodeficiency virus is especially common among men who have sex with other men but in Africa, the continent hardest hit by Aids, women are most likely to be infected, often by their husbands. 

The researchers tested another microbicide called BufferGel made by ReProtect Inc, but were unable to find any significant indication that it helped. The study was only designed to show the gels were safe, an especially important issue because other studies have shown would-be microbicides actually raised the risk of infection. 

Work is ongoing to see whether PRO 2000 or BufferGel really do protect women. “Although more data are needed to conclusively determine whether PRO 2000 protects women from HIV infection, the results of this study are encouraging,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, which helped fund the study, said in a statement. 

Two studies in monkeys showed combinations of Gilead’s HOV drug Viread, or tenofovir, combined with its newer drug emtricitabine, marketed under the brand name Truvada, could protect monkeys from infection with a monkey virus similar to HIV both when used as gels or in pills.
Uganda to face condom shortage (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_to_face_condom_shortage_79616.shtml 

An official in the Ministry of Health has confirmed that there will be a shortage of condoms in the country in March and April. 

In an interview with Daily Monitor yesterday, Dr Zainab Akol,the the Aids Control Programme manager, said there is currently “a small shortage which is a result of the delay in release of the Global Fund money”. 

Her response was prompted by a press briefing called by Women MPs who told journalists at Parliament yesterday that the country is in dire need of condoms for males.

The women ministers and MPs under their umbrella organisation, the Network of African Women Ministers and Parliamentarians (NWMP, Uganda Chapter) together with Reproductive Health Uganda, said of the required 240 million condoms annually, only 80 million are being procured leaving a deficit of 160 million.

The MPs’ figure, however, differed from that of Dr Akol who said the country requires about 10 million condoms monthly.

Dr Akol said the available stock shall last up to mid February as the ministry awaits supplies from the United Nations Population Fund and the US Agency for International Development. 

She said the government has not yet released the Shs7 billion meant to procure more condoms as was indicated in the budget.

On average, the country has an annual consumption of 80-120 million condoms. 

The MPs asked the government to prioritise condom supply. 

Corruption
Ugandans accept corruption - report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Ugandans_accept_corruption_-_report_79618.shtml 

Ugandans, already listed by organisations like Transparency International to be among the most corrupt in the world, have now been found to have accepted the vice as a normal fact of life, a survey by Steadman Group shows. 

According to the survey, done in July and September last year, Uganda is the only country in East Africa where every business person who has encountered a bribe solicitation to facilitate a transaction has actually gone ahead and paid. 

While the revelation will not stun any one familiar with matters of propriety and ethics in Uganda’s business world, it will deliver a heavy blow to those who have been optimistic that efforts to clean Uganda’s culture of entrenched corruption was making progress. 

Steadman carried out the survey to establish East Africa’s business climate index and, more specifically, to investigate the various Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) that strangulate business in the region. 

About 240 business leaders in the export and import businesses from across the region, 187 clearing and forwarding agencies and 140 truck drivers were interviewed for their views on how the various NTBs affect the flow of commerce. 

“In Uganda corruption has been accepted as something normal and is no longer considered a big problem,” said Mr Simon Kagugube, a director at the East African Business Council during the launch of the survey report in Kampala yesterday. 

While Uganda doesn’t have the highest level of bribe solicitation in East Africa (that accolade goes to Tanzania), it is the only country where the percentage of those who asked for a bribe equals those who paid it, suggesting that there’s a near universal expectation that business life would not flow without a bribe.

Other countries showed huge, healthy gaps between bribe solicitation and payment levels, indicating that there was considerable resistance within the business community not to yield to corrupt officials. 

In Tanzania for instance while 66 per cent of truck drivers were asked for a bribe, only 32 per cent paid it. In Kenyan it was 55 and 32 per cent respectively. 

In the broader picture however, Ugandan business leaders were the most optimistic in the region, and the country had the highest Business Climate Index at 55 out of a 100 where a higher score corresponds with a better business environment. Kenya and Tanzania had 45 and 42 respectively. 

The index is computed from business leaders’ perceptions of how their countries are performing on 13 key indicators including: access to affordable and reliable communication, access to reliable and affordable energy, taxation, security, cost and quality of transport infrastructure and similar others. 

According to Steadman, “the quality and cost of transport, level and administration of taxation and accessibility to reliable and affordable energy” were rated poorly by business leaders. 

A junior minister in the ministry of Tourism, Trade and Industry, Mr Sarapio Rukundo, said NTBs were not only stymieing efforts to integrate the East African economy but were also repressing its potential. He described Steadman’s findings as a guide that would help in the ongoing efforts by all the East African governments to curb none tariff barriers. 
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