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Joint Operations Against the LRA
Thousands of Congolese flee latest attack by Ugandan rebel group, UN says (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29842&Cr=LRA&Cr1=DRC 

10 February 2009

Thousands have fled to Southern Sudan after a notorious Ugandan rebel group rampaged through a town in the northeast region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations refugee agency said today.

At least six people were killed and another 21 kidnapped Saturday night in an attack on the town of Aba in Orientale Province by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), who also plundered the local Protestant parish and hospital.

“According to our team in Southern Sudan, some 5,000 Congolese refugees from Alba arrived over the weekend in the town of Lasu, some 50 kms from the DRC border,” Ron Redmond, spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), said today in Geneva. “They said thousands more are on the way.” 

The refugees told UNHCR staff in Lasu on Sunday that 90 per cent of Aba's 100,000 people had left the town and many more could be expected to arrive in Southern Sudan in the next few days. The new arrivals are occupying schools and church buildings along a main road into Lasu, they said. 

Oriental Province has been exposed to brutal and deadly attacks by the LRA, notorious for abducting children as soldiers and sex slaves, since last September, killing some 900 Congolese and displacing some 150,000 more. 

Relative calm, meanwhile, is returning to areas around Dungu, a regional centre in the Haut Uele territory heavily hit by the LRA in earlier attacks, and UNHCR’s humanitarian partners report the first signs of return to a number of villages north of the town, Mr. Redmond said. 

Over the weekend a second convoy of 14 trucks brought more plastic sheeting, blankets, sleeping mats, kitchen sets and soap to distribute to the displaced population in the villages south of Dungu, he added.

The spokesperson noted that UNHCR teams trained 60 local Red Cross officials and others on conducting a re-registration exercise in the neighbouring villages around Dungu in order to obtain more accurate information about the displaced population and their intentions.

Yesterday, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes visited the region of the DRC devastated by the LRA and told Ugandan and Congolese army commanders, who are now leading a military campaign aimed at rooting out the rebel group, to prioritize the protection of civilians in the area.

Wrapping up his four-day visit, Mr. Holmes met in Kinshasa today with Secretary-General’s Special Representative Alan Doss, MONUC’s Force Commander and the UN Country Team. He also met with representatives of the donor and diplomatic communities as well with Congolese President Joseph Kabila and other senior officials. 

“The dreadful atrocities against the population by the LRA place a huge responsibility on all concerned – Government, international partners and allies alike – to do much more to protect civilians during the joint operations and in their aftermath,” he said, referring to the DRC-Sudanese-Ugandan offensive launched to flush the LRA out of eastern DRC.
Many Congolese Flee to Southern Sudan (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-02-10-voa45.cfm 

Thousands of people fleeing rebel attacks in the northeastern DRC are seeking safe haven in South Sudan. Members of the rebel Lord's Resistance Army of Uganda have been attacking towns and villages in Orientale Province, killing at least 900 people. Humanitarian agencies have been trying to determine the number and location of the displaced people in the province.

Andrej Mahecic, spokesman for the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, spoke from Geneva to VOA English to Africa Service reporter Joe De Capua.

"Following the attack on Saturday night on the town of Aba in Orientale Province…we now have witnessed the arrival of thousands of Congolese refugees into southern Sudan. And our team there says that some 5,000 Congolese refugees, who fled from Aba, have arrived in the town of Lasu, which is some 55 kilometers away from the border with the DRC," he says.

The refugees arrived in Lasu over the weekend and said more were on the way. Mahecic says, "They told UNHCR that some 90 percent of Aba's population, which amounts to about 100,000 people, has fled the town. The refugees have also told us that thousands more are on their way and could be expected to arrive in southern Sudan in the next few days," he says.

He says that UNHCR staffers drove the road from Lasu to Yei in south Sudan and spotted "at least three large concentrations of refugees."

"This was the first fact-finding mission just to establish the size of this new arrival," he says. Now, UNHCR and other agencies, NGOs and local authorities will begin planning an assistance operation for at least 5,000 people. However, some displaced may not cross the border into Sudan and may settle in another part of the DRC.

It's been difficult getting an exact number and location of those fleeing the LRA attacks. "The northeastern province of the DRC…Orientale, is about the size of France. It's more than half a million square kilometers…extremely remote with…very few roads. And we are experiencing great logistical difficulties in, first of all, moving around, let alone in reaching some of the areas," he says.                                          

Agencies have been working with the displaced and local groups to try to get a better assessment of the situation there. "According to the latest estimate, then again it's only a rough estimate, since last September, some 150,000 people have been displaced by the LRA attacks. At the same time, we estimate that also at least 900 people, Congolese civilians, have been killed by the Ugandan rebel group over the past five months," Mahecic says.

The Congolese national army is moving to set up a security ring around the town of Dungu, which is a center for humanitarian operations. Dungu itself was attacked in December. The security ring, extending around 45 kilometers from the town, has encouraged some people to return to their towns and villages.

Odhiambo won’t face world court (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/671013 

LRA deputy commander Okot Odhiambo will benefit from amnesty, the President said yesterday. 

President Yoweri Museveni said LRA leader Joseph Kony would also have been forgiven had he signed the peace agreement in Juba, South Sudan, last April. 

The President made the comments while addressing a press conference at State House, Nakasero, yesterday. 

Museveni said although he did not believe in forgiving wrong-doers, Archbishop John Baptist Odama of Gulu Diocese and Bishop Baker Ochola of Kitgum diocese had convinced him about the need for forgiveness in Acholi, which bore the brunt of the two-decade-long war. 

The Juba agreement provided for Mato-Oput (traditional justice), which entails forgiveness, Museveni said. The agreement also called for the prosecution of rebels who committed serious crimes. 

Odhiambo was forced to surrender after the UPDF, the DR. Congo and South Sudan forces attacked rebel camps in Congo’s Garamba jungles. He called the International Organisation for Migration to help him surrender. 

Col. Moses Rwakitarate, the deputy commander of Operation Lightning Thunder, as the joint offensive is called, said a 10-km radius had been created to allow Odhiambo move to the assembly point in Ri-Kwangba, South Sudan. 

International Criminal Court indictee Dominic Ongwen, who also wants to surrender, can use the same safe passage. 

Explaining the failure of the peace deal, Museveni said northern politicians, led by Chua MP Okello Okello and Aswa MP Reagan Okumu, misled Kony. 

By Monday, the President said 280 abductees had been rescued; 130 reporting to UPDF and 165 to Congolese forces. Most of the rescued are Sudanese and Congolese. He said 40 LRA fighters had been confirmed dead. 

Museveni regretted that Kony took advantage of the two-year peace talks to recruit 240 fighters and conscript abductees, otherwise he would have been defeated long ago. He also blamed elements that wanted to save Kony. 

Answering Arua resident district commissioner, Rtd. Maj. Ibrahim Abiriga, who said rebels had infiltrated West Nile, Museveni said such a thing could not happen easily. The army, he said, had become more advanced. 

Reacting to the UN humanitarian chief, John Holmes, who described the current operation in Congo as catastrophic after the rebels killed 900 civilians, Museveni said he would not bend to terrorist blackmail. “The UN man said a lot of nonsense because we cannot accept blackmail,” Museveni said. “I am in the Security Council I will sort him there.” 

He said the greater disaster was that “the UN force was sitting for three years in Congo side-by-side with terrorists”. 

Museveni said just like Milton Obote killed 300,000 people in Luweero Triangle during the NRA’s guerrilla war, the 900 civilians massacred by LRA in the DRC were unfortunate. 

Museveni said sacrifices are always paid by people in a bad situation. “They (Congolese) sacrificed in order to pay for a bigger haemorrhage of human life,” he added. 

The killings occurred because the rebel held areas could not be reached even with social services. Consequently many more people were dying from malaria, HIV and immunisable diseases. 

Brutal retreat of LRA rebels in Congo (Christian Science Monitor)

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0211/p01s01-woaf.html 

Up until he was captured by Congolese troops three days earlier, Mr. Ngamu was a foot soldier in one of Africa's most brutal rebel groups, the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). He was abducted from his village in South Sudan at age 12. After watching LRA rebels kill his family, over the next 11 years, he was transformed from a prepubescent farmer's son into a confessed murderer. 

Now, nearly two months after a US-backed military mission to finish off the LRA, Sudanese, Congolese, and Ugandan commanders of the joint operation say the rebels are slowly starving to death, losing contact with their leadership, and running out of ammunition. But fresh details from soldiers involved in the operation, former LRA abductees, and local villagers reveal that success is coming at a heavy price. 

Since a Dec. 14 Ugandan airstrike on LRA bases in northeastern Congo, Ngamu and hundreds of other fighters from the LRA have butchered, bludgeoned, and burned their way across an area the size of Belgium. More than 900 people are estimated to have been killed, most of them hacked to death with machetes or beaten by clubs. Hundreds of children have been abducted and 133,000 people have fled their homes, the UN says. 

The push against the rebels has been "catastrophic" for civilians, UN humanitarian chief John Holmes said Tuesday after visiting one of the areas hit hardest by fighting. 

Stay the course?

Still, Mr. Holmes said the operation must continue and the commanders of the operation remain bullish about the prospects for success. 

Almost 50 fighters have been captured and more than 150 killed, says Capt. Deo Akiiki, a spokesman for the Ugandan Army. Estimates for the number of remaining combatants range from 400 to 1,500. 

There are 4,000 Congolese troops, from the most professional brigades in a notoriously unreliable army, and an estimated 2,000 Ugandan soldiers on the ground. Already, they are setting the timeframe for finishing off the LRA in terms of weeks rather than months. 

But it is difficult to share their sense of optimism. Countless previous predictions of the LRA's imminent demise have proved unfounded. 

Over the past two decades, Joseph Kony's army has survived concerted military onslaughts against its bases in Northern Uganda and South Sudan. 

Who is the LRA?

Originally from across the border in northern Uganda, for the past 22 years the LRA has carried out an odyssey of terror across four countries in this remote region. Commanded by a self-proclaimed spirit medium and prophet, Mr. Kony, their attacks combine satellite telephones, night-vision goggles and established guerrilla tactics with witch doctors' fetishes and the deadly fanaticism of Mr. Kony's skewed mysticism. 

Aligned against them is a coalition of Congolese, Ugandan and South Sudanese armed forces that have come together in a rare act of unity designed to eradicate the LRA once and for all. 

The operation, codenamed Lightning Thunder, was launched after Kony failed to show up to sign a comprehensive peace agreement with the Ugandan government in late November. 

It was the 13th time in two years that Kony had stayed home. A key sticking point was the fate of an arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court against Kony and two of his surviving lieutenants. Reports in the US-media suggest that President Bush gave his personal go-ahead for American officials to help with planning, intelligence and fuel for the operation to capture or kill Kony. 

A difficult mission

This time, due to a combination of ill-planning and poor coordination between the various forces involved, the operation got off to wobbly start. 

First, bad weather prevented the Ugandans from sending in their aging MIG-21 fighter jets to attack the LRA camps.
Instead, after a delay of four hours, cumbersome attack helicopters were dispatched, the noise of their engines giving the LRA vital time to flee. 

It then took another two days for the first ground troops to arrive. 

Given the LRA's track record of violent retribution against innocent civilians, the bloody and coordinated attacks that followed were devastatingly predictable. 

LRA killing as they flee villages

Justin-Yves Rabbi was working in the fields outside the LRA camp the morning the Ugandan missiles hit. Ten months earlier, Rabbi and his two sisters were abducted from their home in Central African Republic hundreds of kilometres to the north. 

A trained nurse, Rabbi's ability to save LRA lives meant that his was spared and he was put to work as an assistant to Kony's personal doctor. 

His younger sister, aged 17, was taken by Kony as one of his 50 wives. 

A month before the attacks, she gave birth to a son. 

Vitally, Rabbi said, the first wave of attacks failed to capture or kill Kony. 

Although the aerial bombardment came as a surprise, the bombs fell off target and very few fighters were injured. After the bombardment, the LRA had ample time to regroup and split up. Rabbi was among a group of 80 abductees and 150 fighters that headed south-west under the command of a senior LRA leader. 

The commanders remained in contact with Kony via satellite phones. 

What happened next was carefully directed by the LRA leadership.

"It was then that the order came to start killing everyone. After the attacks, they declared total war against the population," Rabbi said. 

As they headed off into the bush, the group of fighters Rabbi was with would splinter to attack villages along its path. 

Machetes and clubs were used to save on the dwindling supplies of ammunition. 

Over Christmas, hundreds of people were massacred as they gathered to celebrate. In at least two villages, churches were set alight with scores of people still inside. After another month of wandering, Rabbi managed to escape when the group he was with broke up after encountering a Congolese army patrol. 

How to protect civilians

Whatever the success or otherwise of the joint military operation, the protection of civilians in the region appears to have been only a distant afterthought. 

Although the Congolese Army is now deployed in many of the hotspots, they arrived only in time to bury the victims of the first wave of LRA attacks. Six weeks on, if there is a frontline in the LRA's war against the people of north-east Congo, then the town of Ngilima is on it.
Over the past few weeks, a local health worker says the town's population has swelled from 11,000 to around 30,000 as people have flooded in from villages being attacked nearby. 

The Congolese Army is stationed in the town and is conducting operations against a suspected group of fighters to the north. One needs an Army escort of eight heavily armed soldiers to travel the 45 kilometers along a mud track from the main army base to the town. Beyond Ngilima there is just bush and fear. 

As she is brought into town on the back of an army motorbike, the fresh machete wound above Charlotte Lipayi's right elbow marks her as one of the most recent victims of the LRA's attacks. 

The night before, she had left the relative safety of Ngilima to return to her village 25 kilometers away to forage for food for her family. At 9 a.m. she was on the road back. That was when six heavily armed LRA fighters found her.As she fled, a fighter hacked at her arm. A 22-year-old woman she was with was caught and violently raped, she says. Remarkably though, both survived. 

Their lives were spared, she says, so that they could go back to their villages to warn the people and Army troops there that the LRA was still around and still able to attack. 

The swirl of terror that the LRA systematically leaves in its wake is fueling a mounting humanitarian crisis. Swathes of territory are cut off by a deadly combination of insecurity and inaccessibility. 

The handful of nongovernmental organizations still working in the region make only infrequent and highly risky airplane journeys to the various bush outposts. 

In the few islands of relative security like Ngilima, food supplies for the displaced people are running precariously low. 

It is harvest time but people are trapped in the towns, too scared to go to their fields. In the health centers around the region, medicines are running out. 

Where's the UN?

The $1 billion-a-year UN mission to Congo, MONUC, does have a base nearby. Around 400 Moroccan troops and 50 Indonesian engineers are stationed in a heavily guarded camp by the airstrip outside Dungu, the largest town in the area. 

Their main job, it seems is to provide logistical air support for the operations of the Congolese army. 

Apart from that, MONUC appears to be too understaffed to be effective in this part of Congo. 

Doctors Without Borders, one of the few NGOs still working in the area, has officially attacked the UN mission for not doing enough to defend the population, an accusation that MONUC denies. The feeling of betrayal among locals is undeniable, however. Many say that if the UN is not fighting against the LRA, they must be helping them. 

Rumors of complicity are rife and MONUC's previous base in the center of Dungu was attacked by thousands of angry inhabitants after the UN troops failed to respond during a previous raid by the LRA in early November. On that occasion, UN staff had to be rescued by the Congolese Army they are meant to be supporting. 

Just over 15 kilometers from the UN base, 13 men in the village of Kakado have taken matters into their own hands in a bid to protect their families and the population of more than 1,000. As he lowers the dirty length of rope that serves as an improvised road-block, Jean-Pierre Namuchamo introduces the self-defense unit he heads. 

Most carry little more than a slingshot, bow and arrow, or spear. At best, they can muster a home-made rifle, built to hunt monkeys and stuffed with used shotgun cartridges filled with ball bearings. In other villages around the region, similar self-defense groups have sprung up. 

Crouching in the bushes by the side of the road, Mr. Namuchamo shows how he hides his men at night. If the LRA attacks however, he admits that his group could not put up much resistance. "But we are tired of running away," he explains. "If no one else will defend us, we decided that we would have to do it ourselves."
Ugandan president: Congolese massacres a necessary sacrifice (Earth Times)

http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/255134,ugandan-president-congolese-massacres-a-necessary-sacrifice.html 

Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni on Tuesday said that the massacre of up to 900 civilians by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in the north-east of the Democratic Republic of Congo was a sacrifice for future peace in their country. "Sacrifices are paid by people in bad situations," Museveni told a press conference. "You can talk of 900 people who died but how about those who died due to the high infant mortality rate in the area when the LRA was there?"

Museveni admitted there was no protection forcivilians when Ugandan, Congolese and southern Sudanese forces launched an offensive against the LRA in DR Congo. 

However, he criticized the UN and humanitarian agencies for calling the attack and subsequent massacres a disaster. 

The UN head of Humanitarian Affairs, John Holmes, who visited the area this week, criticized the ongoing joint ground and aerial battles against the rebels, saying the "humanitarian consequences of the operations against the LRA have been catastrophic."

The joint forces began the attack on the rebel positions mid- December around Congo's Garamba National park where the guerrillas fled to in late 2004 after being flushed out of their former bases in southern Sudan. 

The LRA went on a rampage following the attack, hacking and clubbing upto 900 people to death, abducting hundreds and displacing tens of thousands in the area, according to UN and charity groups. 

The Ugandan rebels last year refused to sign a final peace treaty with the government after nearly three years of talks, saying the International Criminal Court (ICC) should first remove arrest warrants issued against five of their leaders for war crimes. 

The Hague-based court in 2005 indicted the rebel leaders on charges of killings, torture, rape, abductions and conscription of children in war. They have never been arrested and two have since died in the bush. 

The LRA fought a rebellion over two decades in northern Uganda, where they killed thousands and displaced close to two million others. 

Uganda dismisses UN criticism over rebel hunt (Reuters)

http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE5190MT20090210 

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni accused U.N. peacekeepers of inactivity after the U.N. humanitarian chief criticised a military offensive against Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels.

U.N. Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes said on Monday the Uganda-led attack that began in December in remote northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo had brought "catastrophic" consequences for civilians in the area.

Museveni rejected that and blamed the United Nations.

"The disaster is that the U.N. force was sitting for three years in Congo living side-by-side with the (LRA)," the Ugandan president told a news conference in the capital Kampala.

"That U.N. character ... I will deal with him later."

LRA fighters have killed nearly 900 people in reprisal attacks in northeastern Congo since Ugandan troops launched a military operation against fugitive rebel leader Joseph Kony.

Critics say the U.N. peacekeeping mission in Congo has done little to protect civilians from rebel vengeance.

"It is true that the humanitarian consequences have been catastrophic," Holmes told reporters in Congo on Monday.
"I think they need to see the operation through. I don't know how long that will take ... but I think there is no point in putting a premature end to it," he said.

Kony has waged a two-decade war against Museveni's government. The conflict has killed thousands of people and destabilised a large tract of central Africa.

The self-proclaimed mystic is wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war crimes such as abducting children to fight in his ranks. Talks between Kony and Kampala broke down in April after the LRA chief failed to sign a final peace deal.

Museveni said Ugandan troops had killed at least 40 rebels and rescued some 280 abductees since the operation began. No independent confirmation could immediately be made.

Northern Uganda
Germany to support northern peace programme (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/670989 

GERMANY will assist Uganda carry out the Peace Recovery and Development Plan, ambassador Reinhard Buchholz has said. 

“We shall do that in partnership with the other development partners,” Buchholz said. 

He was commissioning 10 Police posts in 10 parishes built by the German Development Services in Namkora sub-county, Kitgum district on Monday. 

The construction was funded by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

The building of the posts is intended to restore state authority for the benefit of the populations who are returning to their former villages, Buchholz said. 

The state minister for international relations, Henry Okello Oryem, urged the internally displaced people to return home and engage in productive activities. 

“I am confident that Kony will not be in position to come back again and that is why the UPDF soldiers have withdrawn to their barracks and the Police have taken over from them,” Oryem said. 

He added that the Government would soon set a deadline for those still in the camps to leave. 

Buchholz and Oryem handed over certificates to 12 youth who underwent training on how to use hydroform machines to make bricks.
Sh3b water project launched in Lira (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/670992 

THE Global Water Initiative has launched a $1,920,000 (about sh3.4b) project to improve access to safe water and hygiene in Lira district, reports Patrick Okino. 

The three-year investment, launched at Pauline Hotel on Thursday, will be implemented in Olilim and Orum sub-counties. 

Robert Kizito Ojok, the national programme coordinator, said Catholic Relief Services, CARE International and Action Against Hunger implemented the plan. 

Ojok said they had constructed 28 boreholes and dug wells. 

Franco Ojur, the district LC5 chairman, who officiated at the function commended the organisation for the development, saying it would address the missing gap in the water sector. 

He said 20 water points in the district had been destroyed and needed be repaired. 

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
Warriors kill pregnant women (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/670995 

SUSPECTED Tepeth warriors shot at a group of Karimojong women, killing four of them, including two who were pregnant. 

Three others were injured. 

The incident took place on Sunday morning in Alikalet parish, Rupa sub-county in Moroto district along the road to Nakiloro on the Uganda-Kenya border. 

The dead were identified as Natalina Apeya, Loroto Napul Arichu Lolimoro and another not readily identified by press time. 

Apeya and Napul were in advanced stages of pregnancy. 

Those rushed to Moroto Hospital were Cecilia Lopuwa, Natalina Nate and Nakutu Lomere. 

The Moroto district Police commander, Thomas Obong, attributed the attack on idleness of the warriors. 

Lomere, 13, in whose stomach a bullet lodged, said they had gone to collect firewood for sale on the slopes of Mt. Moroto early in the morning. 

“After about an hour’s trek, we realised we were in the middle of an ambush and about 10 armed warriors had blocked the path,” Lomere said. 

Speaking from her hospital bed, she added: “A warrior shouted at us in Ng’akarimojong that he had the chance of killing pregnant women who were simply producing to fill up Karamoja.” The Rupa parish chief, Lowurien Kabila, said such lawlessness should be fought before it escalates in the region. 

“The poor women do not have milk to sell, which is why they had resorted to selling firewood to earn a living.” 

“With such incidents in the bush, many families are going to starve due to poverty, poor crop harvest and reduced herds,” he said. 

The Tepeth are an ethnic group from Kaabong district. 

Security sources believe that the attackers were part of the group repulsed by the army on January 26. 

The fierce clash was the first between the UPDF and the warriors since the year began. 

Reports from the Uganda-Kenya border indicate that gunfire rocked Nawutu village as the Turkana and Tepeth clashed, resulting into the death of 20 warriors and two soldiers. 

The 12-hour battle in the lower Rift Valley spread to Upper Valley until late when the defeated warriors fled. 

Maj. Geoffrey Lutalo, the UPDF 25th battalion commander, said: “We battled about 200 Turkana warriors from morning up to 6:00pm.” 

Currently, the Tepeth and Turkana are on good terms and together graze their animals in the Rift Valley.
Teso NGO’s get sh5b for resettlement projects (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/670996 

NON Governmental Organisations (NGOs) operating in Teso have received sh5.6b from the Northern Uganda Rehabilitation Programme (NUREP). 

The funds are to be used for the resettlement and support of livelihood projects in Katakwi and Amuria districts. 

The state minister for northern Uganda, David Wakikona, recently launched the NUREP funded projects for Teso region at Angole Wera Primary School, Wera sub-county in Amuria. 

Soroti Environment Concern that received sh960m and commenced operations in September 2008, launched its activities for the year. 

Wakikona said NUREP was a Government programme under the Peace Recovery Development Programme for the transformation of northern and north-eastern Uganda. 

“NUREP is funded by both the European Union and the Government and is implemented by different partners,” Wakikona said. 

He said some NGOs tend to depict that the Government was doing nothing and that they (NGOs) delivered services to the people. 

“That is totally wrong as every partner who implements any NUREP programme must follow the peace recovery programme guidelines,” said Wakikona. 

The minister said in the past the donor community ignored Teso and concentrated their support and activities in the north. 

“We realised Teso also suffered numerous set- backs arising from the rebellions of the 1980’s. The Lord’s Resistance Army incursion in 2003 and the persistent raids from marauding Karamojong have left some people confined to internally displaced people’s camps for the last 30 years.” 

“All those insurgencies badly affected Amuria and Katakwi districts,” Wakikona added. 

He lashed out at people who said the Government had suspended the peace recovery programme.

Human Rights

Lango panics as children go missing (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Lango_panics_as_children_go_missing_79652.shtml 

A wave of uncertainty and fear is quickly snaking its way across Lango sub-region as cases of missing children and those found dead rise.

In the last two weeks, over 40  children have either gone missing or have been killed, according to  a human rights body working in northern Uganda.

Since January 2009, Lango sub-region has been losing, on average, one child every day to abduction for sacrifice, Ms Eunice Apio, the executive director of Facilitation for Peace and Development (Fapad), said yesterday. “Children in Lira, Apac, Oyam and Dokolo districts are being  abducted almost daily with some later reappearing head-less or without internal body organs,” Ms Apio said.

The Police in Lira yesterday confirmed the reports,  saying they have intensified  patrols to  arrest child kidnappers and those who sacrifice children. Lira District Police Commander  Raymond Otim,  however,  noted that some people are making the situation worse by spreading unfounded rumours.

He said a child protection officer, Ms Christine Apio,  had been assigned to  gather the statistics of the  child sacrifice cases. “The IGP (Inspector General of Police) ordered for the formation of a special squad at the CID headquarters to help deal with the problem of child sacrifice,” Mr Otim said. “The situation is under control,” he added.

In the last two weeks, more than 30 cases have been reported, with close to 20 fatalities, police records show. Tens of children have also had narrow  escapes at the hands of abductors since the spate started with the abduction and killing of three- year -old Crispus Okello in Loro, Oyam District on December 15, 2008.

Cases compiled by Fapad show that in Loro,  two children were abducted and their  where abouts are not known. In the same area, another child whose name could not readily be established was found dead, without some internal body organs. One  decapitated child was found in Olilim. In Dokolo District, two decapitated children were recovered in Agwata and one child was found dead in Ngetta in Lira,  without organs.

Ms Apio said  another child was recently found in Lira without some organs while two mothers were killed in the process of protecting their babies. Their bodies were recovered in Lira and Koc Goma in Oyam District. 

Remand inmates deserve justice (New Vision – EDITORIAL)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/671002 

A total of 16,800 prisoners have spent over three years on remand without trial. That figure accounts for 56% of the 30,000 prisoners in different prisons countrywide. 

According to the Commissioner General of Prisons, Dr Johnson Byabashaija, this is due to slow disposal of cases by courts. 

The situation gets worse every year because according to Byabashaija, the population of prisoners has been increasing by 10% every year. 

In some prisons, people who were arrested as long ago as in the year 2000 are still languishing in jail, awaiting trial! Human rights do not belong only to those outside prison. Even prisoners have a right to justice and fair treatment. 

A custodial sentence of three years for a convicted prisoner is already punishment enough and, therefore, detaining a person for three years or more without trial must be very stressful indeed. This scenario has many implications socially, emotionally and economically. 

Incacerated people cannot fend for their dependants and thus their punishment spills over to third parties who had nothing to do with the offence alleged to have been committed. Innocent inmates must be extremely bitter as justice delayed is justice denied. 

The fact that the backlog of cases keeps piling up, implies that the prisoners must be living in extremely difficult conditions because while the number of inmates increases, the infrastructure and other essential facilities do not. 

Most of the prisoners on remand are poor people who cannot afford to pay for legal representation and it is as if justice belongs to the rich! Part of the problem could be solved by appointing more judges and magistrates to take care of the accumulating cases. 

Offenders who have committed minor offences need not be given custodial sentences as this aggravates the situation. 

Community service for such people would be more appropriate. 

Remand inmates have not been proved guilty and it is better to set free a guilty person than to punish an innocent one.
Health 
HIV spread still high in army- report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/HIV_spread_still_high_in_army-_report_79655.shtml 

Reports from the Ministry of Defence indicate that the rate of HIV/Aids prevalence in the Uganda People’s Defence Forces has remained high at 19 per cent.

The UPDF 3rd Division Medical Officer, Capt. Ibrahim Kimuli, says the high level of prevalence among soldiers is due to ignorance, negligence and stigmatisation. 

While addressing UPDF officers during an HIV/Aids counselling workshop at Bugema Garrison on Monday, Capt. Kimuli said although the army has been emphasising testing for HIV during recruitment, after two years almost half of those who are recruited are found to be HIV-positive. “HIV/Aids is a great challenge to us in UPDF. Whereas the national prevalence rate has been at 6.4 per cent in the last five years, UPDF prevalence rate stands at 19 per cent and seems to be increasing almost every year as many officers shun voluntary counselling to access to ARVs,” he said. Capt. Kimuli said despite the high prevalence rate, less than five per cent of the soldiers infected with HIV access ARVs. 

International HIV/Aids Alliance Uganda (IHAU) has signed a memorandum with the UPDF to help increase access to HIV/Aids prevention, care and treatment services and build organisational capacity of the people living with HIV/Aids. 

The IHAU eastern region field support officer, Mr Sam Wambaka, appealed to the soldiers to desist from engaging in unprotected sex. 

Risk-reduction interventions for HIV/Aids needed (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Risk-reduction_interventions_for_HIV_Aids_needed_79634.shtml 

While it would be expected of persons who have repeatedly embraced Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) for HIV to be more careful with their lives, especially after emerging with a negative zero status, that is not the case.

Research carried out by a team from the Rakai Health Sciences Programme suggests a need for intensive risk-reduction counselling interventions targeting the HIV-negative repeat VCT acceptors as a special risk group.

Researchers made the conclusion after examining the effects of repeat Voluntary HIV counseling and testing (VCT) on sexual risk behaviors and HIV incidence in 6,377 initially HIV negative subjects enrolled in a prospective STD control for HIV prevention trial. 

Post-test counselling gives high-risk HIV-uninfected individuals the opportunity to change their behaviour and potentially, the behaviour of their sex and drug-using partners. But it turned out in the Rakai study that 64 per cent accepted VCT, and of these, 62.2 per cent were first time acceptors while 37.8 per cent were repeat acceptors.

However, “Consistent condom use was 5.8 per cent in repeat acceptors, 6.1 per cent in first time acceptors and 5.1 per cent in non-acceptors. A higher proportion of repeat acceptors (15.9 per cent) reported inconsistent condom use compared to first-time acceptors (12 per cent) and non-acceptors (11.7per cent).”

This, they wrote, suggests that the HIV-negative repeat VCT acceptors are at an increased risk of HIV infection, given that only consistent condom use has been found to be protective against HIV/STDs acquisition. And there was more risky behavior reported among the repeat VCT acceptors.

“A higher proportion of repeat acceptors (18.1 per cent) reported 2+ sexual partners compared to first-time acceptors (14.1 per cent) and non-acceptors (15 per cent),” says the study. Commenting on the study which was published in the journal in Aids Behaviour, one of the authors, Joseph K.B Matovu said that going by recent research that shows the changing face of the epidemic, the role of counselling and testing can’t be down played. 

Matovu said: “Among HIV negative repeat testers, the story is different: there is always a belief among this group that they are not at risk anymore.”

While discussing the findings, the research team argued that the finding that repeat VCT acceptors reporting two or more sexual partners in the past six months were also more likely to report inconsistent condom use to a serious public health dilemma and call for a need to design intensive risk-reduction interventions targeting repeat VCT acceptors as a special high-risk group. 

Also, “improved risk-reduction messages that stress the importance of safer sex practices (including partner reduction and consistent condom use) can help repeat testers to realise their continued vulnerability to the continued risk of HIV infection.”

Uganda’s fight against HIV paid off and the prevalence dropped considerably, from 18 per cent in the early 90s to 6.5 per cent at the end of 2002. The overall HIV adult prevalence has, however, since stagnated between 6.0 and 6.5 per cent. But there are fears that cases are shooting up again due to a number of factors, hence the need for new approaches towards prevention.
Jiggers are crippling communities (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Jiggers_are_crippling_communities_79635.shtml 

Who suffers from jiggers in this day and age? Jiggers are a joke, synonymous with ridicule and stigmatisation. A sign of backwardness, associated with the barefoot generations. In fact, when the Tororo Resident District Commissioner, Samuel Mpimbaza Hashaka attributed the district’s low performance in Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE) in 2007 to jiggers, his remark was taken for a joke.

This humour however continues to elude among others, the Busoga societies in Eastern Uganda, who to date suffer from jiggers. Funny and unrealistic as the tales and media depictions of these jigger-infested areas may seem from the sidelines, jiggers are still a reality in this country and the situation on the ground is nothing to laugh about.

In Kamuli District for instance, over three years after Mzee Mabati’s death, residents of Budanda Village still recount how jiggers sent the 65-year-old to his grave and shortly after, the older one of his two sons in his 20s too. “The jiggers had eaten off most of Mzee’s toes and fingers and because he had resorted to alcohol, he looked like a neglected HIV patient by the time he died.
But everyone in that village knows it is jiggers that killed him and his son,” says one youth, Prince Twaha Ibanda. In the meantime, in the relatively developed sub-county of Kakira in Jinja, the parasites have for the past five years eaten away at another 60-year-old, John Kapere in Kabemebe Village. 

A pitiful sight in tattered dirty clothes, the former employee of Kakira Sugar Works continuously reaches down, some of his fingernails swollen with pus from the jiggers, to scratch his roughened jigger-infested feet.

In the same county but another village, Maweto, at least two people in every family suffer from jiggers, particularly the young and aged, according to Twaha. “Last year alone, I know over 10 people who died of jiggers, about six of them aged over 60 and the rest children,” he adds.

Facts about jiggers

Jiggers have incidentally been a more wide spread problem in this country than most people realise, as they have also been reported in Kisoro, Mukono, Adjumani, Kagadi in Kibaale District, Kayonza sub-county in Kayunga, Kabale, Tororo District among many other rural areas. Sadly, even in these areas, jiggers come with stigmatisation and desertion of family and friends. 

Kapere, although a married man and father of seven, lives alone in his unkempt mud wattle house. Local authorities took his four younger children away because they too had caught jiggers and he says the three older ones work away in Tororo and Kampala, while his wife, Aidah Buyinza fled when his condition worsened. The neighbours only gather about when a stranger strays towards his home probably expecting to find him dead. 

“It is because most of them associate jiggers with witchcraft, which also means they mismanage them and the situation gets worse,” explains Twaha. Although his neighbours and former workmates insist he is a reckless drunkard without time to take care of himself, Kapere swears he was maliced and bewitched by those he beat to wonderful ladies when he was still employed. “No they are lying, very many people here envied my lifestyle while I still worked with Madhvani Group.

In fact I get attacked by things like spirits and can’t think straight when I’m alone,” insists Kapere in Lusoga. However, according to http://encyclopedia.farlex.com/jigger, jiggers are sand fleas normally found in the sandy terrain of warm, dry climates. 

They prefer deserts, beaches, stables, stock farms, and the soil and dust close to farms, where eggs continuously drop from the infected people and are picked up by the next bare foot. 

Since children with jiggers go to school barefooted, they spread easily. Female jiggers feed by burrowing into the skin of the host especially under toe and fingernails, between the toes and fingers, where the resultant acutely painful sores/ulcerations may fill with pus and become infected.

A clear effect of the attack is the inability to walk easily due to the pain in the affected areas and the inability to carry out normal day-to-day activities or work.

Heavy infestations may lead to severe inflammation leading to loss of nails and auto amputation of the digits. Jiggers may also be responsible for a number of secondary infections that may eventually cause death, like anaemia since they are parasites, infections and aiding HIV spread through sharing pins to remove the jiggers.
Poor hygiene to blame

The major cause of infestation, researchers have found, is poor personal and environmental hygienic conditions and according to one Jinja resident, the communities in Busoga with jiggers are those so poor they can hardly afford a piece of soap.

A measure as simple and cheap as smearing their homes with cow dung would, according to Dr Myers Lugemwa, a general physician who says he is an international health specialist working in the Ministry of Health, keep the jiggers away. “But the prime preventive measure of the jigger is observing cleanliness. Wearing shoes also ensures that the flea does not find entry into one’s feet,” he adds.

The people on the ground will however assure you that advising and convincing these primitive and poor victims like Kapere that their problem is more hygienic than spiritual and getting them to act accordingly is harder than it sounds. 

“I have tried to sensitise these people about maintaining hygiene but they have not obliged. Now I have nothing to tell them since they ignore most of my advice. 

Let them suffer the way Kapere is now suffering,” says Mr Emmanuel Makokha, an LC Chairman in Kakira Sub-county. There are however groups of more enlightened members of these communities just taking up the fight where the likes of Makokha have left off, through organisations like Busoga Health Sensitisation Networks (BHSN) to try and help their people out of this shame and discomfort. 

“We try but with meagre resources, I don’t know how far we can go. If only the decision makers, the government realised how serious this problem is and paid attention,” says Twaha, who is also the executive director BHSN. 

Unlike neighbouring Kenya where the government finally rose to the reality of jiggers in communities and joined such groups in the fight against the infestations, officials here continue to relegate the matter for more pressing issues. 

Twaha says the only time he recalls the government intervening was during the early 1990s when every home in Kabale that was reported infested then, was sprayed by the Ministry of Health.

“We can’t have a department or budget drawn for jiggers, it is embarrassing for the whole country. Jiggers are a hygiene issue and the government has more pressing issues to deal with other than policing people about personal hygiene,” said Dr Lugemwa who insists he can be quoted on behalf of the Ministry of Health.

As the ordinary Ugandan to whom the government among other obligations owes health security, you want to imagine that probably the government just does not realise the seriousness of the problem. 

It doesn’t help that the over 30 Members of Parliament in the Eastern Region for instance don’t seem to be holding up the flag to portray the seriousness of the problem in their constituencies or Ugandans would not laugh but acknolwedge the seriousness of a jigger infection which doesn’t only hinder academic performance but can also cause death.
Medical stores’ boss explains expired drugs (Daily Monitor – Q&A)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Medical_stores_boss_explains_expired_drugs_79639.shtml 

National Medical Stores (NMS), the agency that supplies 30 per cent of medicines to the government’s health facilities in the country has been in the news lately for the wrong reasons. Kakaire A. Kirunda spoke to the General Manager Moses Kamabare

There is an outcry from health centres that you are very slow at delivering orders. Why is this happening? 

It is not true that we delay in delivering medicines as claimed. What happens is that we are supposed to deliver once every month to every district headquarter in this country. And therefore if somebody has made an order in the middle of the month, they must wait until the published delivery schedule which is within 30 days from the previous delivery.

Why don’t you give them like stocks for two to three months to cover for the time you are not delivering in a particular region?

We have had a situation in the past where we have delivered three months stocks but after two months these people come to us and indeed when you go down, you find that medicines such as anti malarials are not there. So we are insisting that since some of these are high value items we shall follow the guidelines given by the ministry.
You have been talking big about fighting the expiry of drugs at NMS. What new measures have you employed? 

We realised that expiries were largely caused by the uncoordinated procurements especially by third parties which are coordinated by the Ministry of Health. 

We have now asked the ministry not to make any procurement from any third parties without first establishing what quantities that we have in our stores. We have also requested the ministry that even when there is a procurement delivery, they must follow an agreed schedule. Because if you bring to NMS Coartem that is meant for five years in just one lot, it will not only constrain our capacity to store it but there is also a high likelihood that it will expire. On our part we have recruited a stock controller who is specifically in charge updating management every week on the expiry of every item that we have in our stores.

If you coordinate with the ministry, why are there reports of conflicts over procurement of medicines?

There is a law that establishes NMS. It gives its functions and gives the Ministry of Health the function of oversight; but not participating in doing the work and the ministry knows this, because they have been doing it. What we have been advising them on are the quantities they place for global initiatives like the Global Fund. 

This is not money of the Ministry of Health. It is money given to Uganda by the Global Fund. So we are saying that before you place an item under the Global Fund, first get in touch with NMS to know what we have in stock so that we do not overstock and cause expiries. 

If donors bring in money for medicines in addition to what comes from government, why do you keep on getting loans from banks?

The law that establishes NMS says that we are supposed to be given money to procure drugs. The reality on the ground is that, there is no single shilling which comes to NMS in time to procure drugs. And that is what we are trying to get a way forward on. Ugandans are being cheated by bureaucracy that shouldn’t be there in the first place. 

Instead of giving funds directly to the parastatal involved in the procurement, the money is being put somewhere to sit. And then this body which is entrusted with the procurement of drugs has to go and borrow money at an interest and then give these drugs out, invoice the ministry and by the time the ministry pays, you have to pay with the interest. So the people of this country are paying twice. They have given you their money to buy medicines, but again you are taxing them for the interest that you pay to the bank. 

The 30 per cent we pay in interest is just a loss which would have been translated into more drugs for the people.

What do you think delays the money from the health ministry to NMS?

The Ministry of Health actually has no problem. They may have their own problems as any other accounting body. But the problem seems to be at the Ministry of Finance. Why does it send funds to the Ministry of Health instead of sending it to NMS?

They also say that the accounting instructions do not allow the government to pay before services are delivered. In that case they are treating NMS as if it was a private pharmacy in town. 

But we are a government body. You cannot create an institution and you do not give it resources to perform and that is what we are telling the government. That you are giving us work to buy medicines but you are not giving us money to buy the medicines.

How often do you receive the money from the Ministry of Health?

As I talk now, we have bills submitted to the ministry last November and they haven’t been paid. 

We also have bills which have been with the ministry since 2006. So that gives you an idea about how long. And because of that we are not able to get sufficient money; we get problems paying our suppliers. These are international suppliers; and because of that they also lose confidence in us. So next time you put out a document, they quote higher prices because they know you are going to take longer to pay them. 

Meantime, what measures have you put in place to avoid the theft of drugs?

That shouldn’t be our problem. But because we have a responsibility, in the whole supply chain, the non-delivery or receipt of drugs at a health facility also affects us. It is hard to comprehend why thefts are reported yet on our records we have documents showing medicines have been supplied with stamps of receipt from the district health officials. We really don’t know where the problem is. We can’t tell. 

But there are also situations where these medicines go up to the districts and never reach the hospitals. I think that is why government took a decision that these medicines be embossed.But we have also installed monitoring gadgets in most of our trucks. We expect that in the next two or three months when we have enough money all our delivery trucks will be fitted with these gadgets. With those we can be able to monitor the movements and know the speed at which the truck is moving, fuel consumption, have the record of where it has stopped. 

If it stops where it is not supposed to stop, we can be able to call the driver and ask. And we think when we have all these gadgets in all our trucks there will be no possibility that someone will be able to stop somewhere and offload boxes.

On this issue of labelling medicines, how do illiterate people know the difference; have you sensitised them? 

It is the duty of the government but it is also our duty because we are part of the government. 

It is our duty to educate everyone that gets our services because if people continue to miss out on their drugs we are affected. This is so because to a common person out there, they think NMS has not performed. So we are going to as much as possible to educate these people. But we believe not all people who go to hospitals will be illiterate. 

At least one of them should be able to read. The process is on and we have several embossed medicines. We are scaling up but because we have some sizeable amounts of items that were not embossed we couldn’t just throw them away. But any subsequent receipts in our stores must be embossed. We have also instructed third parties to bring in embossed medicines.

Your organisation has been accused of supplying ghost medicines worth Shs6bn. How true is this?

On that matter the wrong interpretation started with the Auditor General. He had the figures but made wrong conclusions with these figures. 

There were two figures available; one was Shs19bn and the other one was Shs13bn. He rightly indicated in his report that orders worth Shs19bn were made, and it is also true that NMS delivered drugs worth Shs13bn. But what is not true is that we under performed. The AG is supposed to follow the resources that the government releases and the resources released to NMS that financial year were Shs12bn. And if the resources are worth Shs12bn, and we deliver drugs worth Shs13bn, that cannot be an underperformance. In fact we exceeded the target. It was more than 100 per cent because of the many epidemics that needed a lot of medicines. 

Also what the AG did not capture is that health facilities make orders of any amount but we can only give them to the extent of the budget ceiling. Anyway we shall be able to tell the AG an appropriate time when we appear before the public accounts committee of Parliament.
Weather Forecast
Rains to end mid-February – Experts (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671029 

THE rains in the Lake Basin region and other parts of the country will end by mid-February, weather experts have predicted. 

Aloys Kagoro, the principal meteorologist, on Monday said the rains were triggered off by a tropical cyclone known as Fanele in the Mozambique Channel. 

“The rains should not be seen as the start of the March to May rainfall season,” he said. 

He said the metereology department had recorded heavy rainfall in some areas such as Tororo, which had 50.7mm of rainfall in 24 hours on January 25, Soroti recorded 61.3mm the next day. 

Kagoro said a detailed forecast for the March-May season would be issued after a meeting with weather experts from the Greater Horn of Africa region, which is expected to take place at the end of this month. 

He said an overall review in January indicated that many parts of the country reported rainfall above the upper limit.
Global Credit Crisis
Credit crisis will affect Uganda- Mutebile (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Credit_crisis_will_affect_Uganda-_Mutebile_79675.shtml 

The unfolding global financial crisis will affect Uganda, Bank of Uganda (BoU) Governor Tumusiime Mutebile has said. This is the first time the governor has admitted  that like many other economies, Uganda was exposed to this global danger. “All along I have been misquoted by the media about this. I have never said Uganda will not be affected by the credit crisis,” he said.

Mr Mutebile made the remarks while responding to a presentation by Mr Peter Kibowa, a financial consultant,  on how the credit crunch would affect Uganda at a ceremony where Finance Minister  Ezra Suruma was recognised as 2009 Banker’s finance minister for Africa  on Monday.

Mr Mutebile said the crisis had unfolded over time starting with the banks in America that gave subprime loans because the value of housing was on the raise and when the prices fell, borrowers failed to pay back.

A subprime loan is that offered at a rate above prime to individuals who do not qualify for prime rate loans. Quite often, subprime borrowers are often turned away from traditional lenders because of their low credit ratings or other factors that suggest that they have a reasonable chance of defaulting on the debt repayment.

Mr Mutebile said Ugandan banks were only involved in traditional banking not offering subprime mortgages and BoU’s focus on risk-based management had taken the credit edge off Ugandan banks. “Our banks remained well capitalised with an average ratio of liquid assets to deposits of 51 per cent and we do not have so many assets in foreign exchange, ” Mr Mutebile said. 

He, however, said the crisis has meant that banks are not lending to each other to be able to transact business. This, he said, implies that they (banks) would not lend to real economies and this would inevitably stall economic development. 

Mr Mutebile’s remarks come a month after the governor and Prime Minister Appollo Nsibambi assured Parliament that Uganda would not be affected by the credit crisis. A financial analyst who preferred not to speak on record given the sensitivity of the matter, said the crisis was already creeping in on the banks. “Banks here are already lending to each other at very high interest rates which may spill over to borrowers failing to pay,” he said in an interview on February 10.

According to the analyst there was no calendar Treasury bills auction last week due to what BoU described as unfavourable liquidity situation prevailing in the country. However, there was a two Year Treasury bond Auction on  February 4 where  the rate significantly edged up from 14.1 percent to 18.6 per cent. 

Uganda Peacekeeping

African Union owes Uganda sh45b (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671019 

THE African Union (AU) owes Uganda more than $23.9m (about sh45.4b) for the peacekeeping mission in Somalia, the defence minister has revealed. 

Dr. Crispus Kiyonga informed Parliament that the AU owes $1.6m in allowances for the Ugandan troops, $6.4m in pre-deployment expenditures and $250,000 in death compensation to the troops. 

Another $5.8m is a debt resulting from depreciation of equipment that the Ugandan army took with them to Somalia, $120,500 in injury disability compensation, while $9.6m is for self-sustenance. 

Kiyonga was presenting a statement on the security and political situation in Somalia to Parliament yesterday. 

He told MPs that the United Nations Security Council had decided to renew the authorisation of the AU to maintain a mission in Somalia for up to six months. 

To enhance the strength of the AMISOM force, the defence minister said Uganda would deploy an additional battalion. 

A battalion has about 850 soldiers. If Uganda and Burundi deploy a battalion each, it will bring the total number to over 5,000 troops, still short of the planned 8,000 troops needed for the peacekeeping mission in the war-ravaged Horn of Africa country. 

The reinforcement is needed to fill the vacuum left following the withdrawal of Ethiopian troops last month. 

As a result of the withdrawal, the Al Shabab, which Kiyonga described as the “military wing of the radical Islamic Courts Union” has continued attacks in Mogadishu and has captured several towns outside the capital.
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