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Joint Operations Against the LRA
LRA's Kony hands in two wives (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671118 

THE Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) chief Joseph Kony has handed in two of his wives to the joint forces hunting for him and his fighters in the North-eastern DR Congo. 

The spokesperson for the joint operation, code-named Lightning Thunder, Capt. Deo Akiiki, yesterday said the duo, a Ugandan and a Congolese, reported to the allies south of Doruma at Biebie-Alala in the area of Sokure. 

Akiiki said Kony’s wives were received after 3:00pm yesterday and the message they had from Kony was not yet known. 

“We are sending our chopper to pick them. When they arrive at our command post, intelligence will talk to them and we will know whether they have any message from Kony,” Akiiki said. 

Two LRA commanders, Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen want to surrender to the UPDF. 

Fugitive Kony is wanted at The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Jackline Apio, "I thought I would not survive" (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82875 

A joint military operation by Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Southern Sudan to oust the Lord's Resistance Army from its hide-outs in DRC was launched in December. 

During one raid, 21-year-old Jackline Apio, who had been in captivity for six years, was rescued. She told IRIN about her experiences: 

"The first day of the attack I was in the camp. LRA leader Joseph Kony had told us a day earlier there were plans to bomb the camp and ordered all his commanders and other soldiers to leave immediately. 

"At about 11am, after we had cooked, we heard the sound of approaching helicopters. Minutes later they [the helicopters] started bombing the camp. We all ran away. 

"After two hours the rebels came back [to the camp] and collected food, medicine and weapons they had abandoned. The rebels, women and children later joined Kony. He was looking enraged, and we started walking towards [the] Central African [Republic]. 

"Kony later changed [his] plans and ordered everyone to split into groups of 10, including the women and children. He said we should all remain in [DR] Congo. I don’t know where he went but he remained somewhere with a few soldiers. 

"Our group was led by Dominic Ongwen [Kony’s deputy]. We were 30 and were attacked several times by UPDF [Ugandan People’s Defence Forces] soldiers. On 22 January in the afternoon, our group was attacked by UPDF; we had walked the whole night and were resting. 

"I was shot in my left thigh. Then the [UPDF] commander appeared and ordered [the] soldiers not to shoot children or women. 

"The other rebels ran away. We were five, two babies, two young children and I. I thought I would not survive; everyone was screaming and children crying. I said my last prayer because Kony [had] told us that anyone caught by the UPDF would be killed. 

"The soldiers took us to Dungu [north-east DRC] the following day. Now, I am back home. 

"It is difficult in [DR] Congo. The rebels are on the rampage killing people. The [military] attack disrupted the rebels' plans to return to northern Uganda. 

"It is difficult to get Kony, he keeps changing his location. Not even his commanders know his real location because he does not use satellite phones."
DRC: Tormented by the LRA in the north-east (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82872 

Marguerite Animbwe Fuo fled her village of Manzakala in north-eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) after Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) fighters beat her two children to death.

"I could not go back to my village because I saw my two children being killed with machetes and sticks," she said. "Everything was destroyed or looted."

Animbwe, 49, was among the internally displaced persons (IDPs) at Doruma in Orientale Province when John Holmes, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, visited.

Several IDPs said groups of LRA fighters attacked villages in Dungu where they killed people using sticks, machetes or similar weapons, looted and burnt villages, and abducted youngsters.

"Sporadic attacks are still taking place in remote villages and people are still being killed," said a priest from Doruma Saint Vincent parish, Anselme Bin-Masudi.

Massacres around Doruma over Christmas triggered a wave of displacement from surrounding villages, tripling the population of this small border town 7km from Sudan to 18,000.

Attacks in the area, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), left 364 people dead and many more unaccounted for. Since Christmas, LRA-related deaths in Orientale are believed to have exceeded 850.

"The level of casual brutality, the callous disregard for life and the treatment of women and children in particular are truly horrifying," said Holmes. "The villagers have suffered dreadfully at the hands of the LRA."

Relative calm has, however, returned to Dungu. Villagers are returning, while humanitarian agencies have delivered some aid to those affected.

However, people still receiving treatment in health centres were suffering physical and psychological trauma, Augustin Tungasa, a nurse at Doruma, said.

Protect civilians

In meetings with commanders of the Forces Armées du République Démocratique de Congo (FARDC) and the Ugandan People’s Defense Forces (UPDF), who are undertaking a joint military operation against the LRA with Southern Sudan, Holmes called on parties to the conflict to spare civilians.
"For those within the LRA who feel sickened by the raping, injury and murder of civilians, I urge you to lay down your arms," he said. "These innocent people have nothing to do with you and have done nothing to hurt you. The burden of the crimes of the LRA should not grow heavier."

The rebels, who have had a presence around Duru (95km north of Dungu town) in Haut Uélé District since 2005, between December 2007 and August 2008 attacked populations in DRC, Central African Republic and Southern Sudan.

The attacks, according to OCHA, have led to killings, pillaging, rapes, and abductions of adults and children. The rebel attacks, now mostly carried out by small groups, have intensified since the military operation.

Analysts, including Julia Spiegel from the Washington-based Enough Project, have argued that the intervention, launched on 14 December, has exacerbated civilian hardship.

The Ugandan government argues that the offensive has destroyed rebel bases and scattered the fighters. "We have achieved one objective, that is destroying LRA camps," UPDF spokesman in Dungu, Captain Deo Akiki, told IRIN.

In one of the latest rebel attacks, at least six people were killed and another 21 kidnapped on 7 February in Aba town, according to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR).

"The LRA rebels also plundered the local Protestant parish and hospital," UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told reporters in Geneva. "This attack sent thousands of Congolese fleeing to Southern Sudan."

An estimated 5,000 DRC refugees from Alba fled to Lasu town, some 50km from the DRC border, after the attack.

"They said thousands more are on the way," Redmond said. "The refugees told UNHCR staff in Lasu on Sunday that 90 percent of Aba's 100,000 population had fled the town and many more could be expected to arrive in Southern Sudan in the next few days."

UN agencies estimate that 150,000 people have been displaced by fighting in Orientale Province since September. An estimated 900 Congolese have also been killed over the past five months.

"The dreadful atrocities against the population by the LRA place a huge responsibility on all concerned - government, international partners and allies alike - to do much more to protect civilians during the joint operations and in their aftermath," Holmes said after meeting DRC President Joseph Kabila in Kinshasa. 

LRA should fool nobody again (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/671068 

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni has assured the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) second-in-command, Okot Odhiambo and other rebel commanders of amnesty if they surrender. 

While the President has always extended an olive branch to the LRA, it should be borne in mind that the gesture by Odhiambo could be a ploy by the rag-tag rebel group to ease pressure on themselves since Operation Lightning Thunder started two months ago. 

In July 2006, LRA leader Joseph Kony invited the Government for peace talks mainly following his indictment by the International Criminal Court and the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the Sudanese Government and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) which denied his terrorist group support from the government in Khartoum. 

Kony was also under pressure from the SPLA to either negotiate peace or relocate to another country. These, combined with heavy losses incurred by the LRA misadventure in Teso and relentless attacks under Operation Iron Fist, scattered the LRA fighters and put Kony to flight to the Garamba Forest in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

With some of his commanders trapped in the north, the LRA requested for peace talks and negotiated for supplies and a safe corridor to enable his fighters assemble in Ri-Kwangba. 

Once the requests were met and his fighters had regrouped, Kony came up with fresh conditions and eventually frustrated the peace process. 

Odhiambo’s surrender should therefore, not be looked at in isolation of the current pressure. His request for a safe corridor could be a trick to enable his scattered fighters regroup and continue with mayhem. 

If his surrender was genuine, why hasn’t he come out since he communicated his defection three weeks ago? His offer to surrender should, therefore, never be taken seriously until he turns himself in. 

A specified period for him to surrender must also be set lest we wait forever like we did with the signing of the peace agreement. Nobody should be fooled again. 

Karamoja 
300 Karimojong settle in former wildlife reserve (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/671110 

OVER 300 Karimojong families have settled on the 20sqkm piece of land at Moruajore in Namalu sub-county, Nakapiripirit district, that was initially part of Pian-Upe wildlife game reserve. 

The ethnic Pian Karimojong, the majority on the land, migrated from Amalera Prisons where they were squatters while others abandoned rented houses in the trading centre. 

Edyau Ecodu, the game reserve warden, said other settlers were the Karimojongs rounded up on Kampala streets between 2005 and 2007 by city enforcement officers and dumped in the game reserve. 

“We recently handed over the land to the district. When the people realised there was free land in the area, they rushed to occupy it.” 

“Our appeal to the district authorities is to regulate the settlement in the area to avert conflicts,” Edyau said on Friday. 

The Nakapiripirit LC5 chairman, John 

Nangiro, said the delay by the Government to approve the district land board had created difficulties in regulating settlement in the former game reserve. 

Parliament in 2002 degazzetted part of the game reserve to create space for settlement and cultivation following the 1995 joint assessment study of the wildlife protected areas by the tourism ministry and district leaders. 

Peter Lokwany, a 68-year-old-Pian elder, said people started migrating to the area last December. 

“More people arrive daily. Some of the challenges we have are starvation and shortage of clean water. There’s only one borehole in this area.” 

“The district promised to send us seeds and farm implements like hoes but we have not received them,” Lokwang said. 

The elder said most of the new settlers survive on selling bundles of firewood that fetch between sh500 and sh2,000. 

But Nangiro said sh15m from the National Agricultural Advisory Services had been secured to buy the items. 

“We plan to buy 1,500 hoes, 1,000kgs of maize and 500kgs of rice for the settlers.” 

“It’s only the formalities in the procurement exercise that are delaying the process,” Nangiro said. 

Health 
Christine Akello, "I pray that a health centre is brought nearer our village" (IRIN)

http://www.plusnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82881 

Thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) who sought refuge in camps in northern Uganda are returning to their villages, but those living with HIV are now experiencing greater difficulty accessing healthcare and medication. Christine Akello told IRIN/PlusNews her story. 

"I tested HIV positive in 2003 while I was displaced in Opit IDP camp in Gulu [district in northern Uganda]. I could not believe my results - I thought the doctors had given me another person's results. 

"I waited for three months and I went for another test ... and the result was again positive. I could not take it. I broke down; I thought it was the end of the world and I was waiting to die any moment. 

"In November 2008 I fell very sick. My daughter took me to the health centre and doctors tested my CD4 count [a measure of immunity]. It was very low - 180 - and I started getting ARV drugs at Lalogi health centre [in the camp]. Getting the drugs was quite easy because I walked a short distance to the health centre at Lalogi every two weeks. 

"Now it has become very difficult, because I left the camp and moved back to my village, so I have to walk 24 kilometres every two weeks to get the drugs. 

"I am not alone; there are also other women in my village walking a long distance to get the drugs. I walk so many hours and get tired by the time I reach the health centre, so I sleep at a friend's home in the camp and go back home the following day. 

"My husband has missed his drugs; he said he has given up walking the long distance to get his ARVs and he has resorted to drinking alcohol. He drinks alcohol every day, and said he waits for his day to die. I can't get his ARVs - the doctors say my husband should come for them personally. 

"I am worried if my husband dies because we have five children - no one will help me take care of the children. 

"I pray to God so that a health centre is brought nearer to our village to help HIV positive people in the area."
Coming to terms with HIV gives couple a long life (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2326&Itemid=89 

Sandra Kyagaba Basajjasubi, 32, put on a wide but affectionate smile as she ambled out of her four-bedroom house in Kitende, off Entebbe Road. 

“We are very happy today. We have got our land title,” she exclaimed, embracing her husband, John Bosco Basajjasubi, 40, before greeting us as we drew closer.

By all definitions, the Basajjasubis are leading a happy life. It’s even harder to notice that this couple was diagnosed with HIV. 

On January 14, 2009, the Daily Monitor reported that a couple in Kabale committed suicide after they tested HIV positive. Prosper Owaruhanga and Lydia Nyirebukyo, both in their early twenties, were set to walk down the aisle, but the discovery of their status changed their fate. They didn’t know how to deal with stigma. And they also lacked the zeal to cope with the depression that grips someone when the idea of being HIV positive penetrates.

“One has to change the attitude towards themselves and the people around them. If you blame yourself you will become miserable and end up taking the most precious gift on earth – life,” Kyagaba said. 

“Death and life is the bargain that comes with AIDS and it’s up to the victim to know the truth and decide between right and wrong,” Basajjasubi added.

The terrain would have been gloomy for the Basajjasubis to walk, but they chose to cut a new path. And they have lived to overcome the so called ‘slow-pace’ battle with HIV. 

But coping with the stigma and depression that develops on the day one tests positive wasn’t a smooth journey. Dealing with the feeling that “you are not worth living!”

HIV penetrates

Talking about HIV/AIDS is easier on Kyagaba’s side than her husband’s. Basajjasubi talks less and lets his wife elaborate.  “Even though we talk, there are psychological issues we think we can’t change – the environment, change of attitude and family support,” he said.

He believes that right now in Uganda, services for HIV patients are in plenty but the people who offer the services do not offer good psychosocial support. 

“What haven’t we done to make this world understand that HIV exists?” he asks.

But the jovial Kyagaba believes talking about her HIV status is still good enough for many to draw lessons from. 

“I suspected I had contracted HIV in 1995 when my first boyfriend tested positive for tuberculosis and as a result, I also took the HIV test,” she said.

She said she had no idea that HIV attacked anyone. 

“I had never had sex before but the trust I had in my boyfriend forced me to have sex wholesale [without protection],” she said.

Kyagaba was only 19 at the time when unsafe sex dragged her into the HIV battlefield.

“People who live without testing lose the meaning of their lives,” said Basajjasubi.

Dealing with stigma

After discovering that she had HIV, Kyagaba lost the feeling that she was a human being. She felt she had little to look up to on earth. Life became meaningless and she locked herself in a dark room where she could nurse her new phase of life as HIV stripped her of happiness.

“I locked myself in a room and the only thing I thought of was death.” 

She said shading off the thought of death was the toughest hurdle in her life.

“I had only a CD4 count of 12 and about to die,” she said. 

For someone living with HIV, a CD4 count below 200 requires antiretroviral drugs, or else the patient risks death.

Rubaramira saves her

Kyagaba says that it was the voice of FDC’s Maj. Rubaramira Ruranga, an AIDS activist, that changed her life. 

“I heard Rubaramira talking about his experience on radio and when he gave out his phone number, I scribbled it. I have never forgotten that day. I was renewed,” she said.

The following day she met Rubaramira and she jumped out of the mentality that “once HIV/AIDS captures you, you have no guarantee of living tomorrow.”

“When I met [Rubaramira], he told me that if I thought I was going to die; then I’m stupid,” she said.

This interaction forced her to open up and dismantle the worries that come with HIV. She threw away her loneliness and took the path of joy – and that trend of staying happy has never left her.

Kyagaba said that, after meeting the FDC strongman, she started going to various places, sharing her experience with other people – both in schools and remote areas.

Marital bliss

“A special person is hard to find when you are HIV positive,” she said. But she still managed to find one.

The Basajjasubis have lived with HIV for more than 10 years.  Since they got married in 2002, they have lived better lives. They support and remind each other when it comes to taking antiretroviral therapy (ARVs).

“Family support makes you move on and AIDS has brought us closer. If someone is stressing and worrying you, then life becomes a problem,” Basajjasubi said.

“I met my husband in 1999 without the intention of having a relationship but it is our HIV status that brought us together,” said Kyagaba, whose beauty like she said, “men find difficult to withstand”. 

“It is challenging to put aside guys. They normally shout at me whenever I go to talk to them - Kapapala [shaky booty],” she said. 

The couple has three children – all HIV negative – who refused to be included in this story.

“It is difficult to talk to children about HIV,” the couple said, after consulting the three children.

Basajjasubi works as a social worker with The AIDS Support Organisation (TASO) at Mulago Hospital. His wife works with the National Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS (NACWOLA) as an international activist. 

They attribute their long life with HIV to God, understanding each other, family support and love.

 “A happy family depends on the way you set it. We perform all the duties together with the children and this kind of psychosocial support helps us live with a positive attitude.”

According to a study carried out by Uganda AIDS Commission and UNAIDS, and posted on www.medicalnewstoday.com, there are about 650,000 Ugandans living with HIV positive partners unknowingly. And that 13% will contract the virus this year if nothing is done.
‘Health workers shun jobs’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Health_workers_shun_jobs_79727.shtml 

Over 50 per cent of the established vacancies in the health sector are empty, a situation that has greatly compromised the delivery of services in the sector.

The Commissioner for Planning at the Ministry of Health, Dr Francis Runumi, told Daily Monitor recently that only 47.8 per cent of the posts both in local and central government are filled.

“We have witnessed a situation where those that apply, once interviewed and have been offered posts, many do not take up these posts,” Dr Runumi said, adding, “That shows there is little valuing of government jobs by health workers.” 

According to Dr Runumi, underpay has been cited as the underlying cause for health workers to shun government jobs.

“This is not only happening at lower levels but it is the same situation at the headquarters. Key positions that are supposed to be occupied by the highly qualified people are either empty or shunned,” he added.

“People are not so much interested because they can do consultancies in the private sector where they earn six to seven times what they get here. And a few have gone abroad.”

The total number of staff in the public health sector, including the Private Not for Profit (PNFP), is approximately 30,000. 

Compulsory HIV test for Nakapiripirit couples (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2368&Itemid=59 

NAKAPIRIPIRIT- A by-law has been passed by Nakapiripirit district authorities to compel couples to test for HIV as one of the measures aimed at stopping the virus that causes AIDS. 

All expectant mothers seeking antenatal care must be accompanied by their husbands and both are to be tested for HIV. 

The move follows recent findings that revealed a rise in the HIV infection rate. The district Director of Health Services, Dr. John Angusu, said the infection rate has increased especially among young people living near army barracks and detaches. About two in every 100 people in the area now live with the virus—a more than 1% increase from 0.5% before civilians started living in protected camps near army barracks, authorities said.

In order to encourage mothers to go for antenatal check up, the district has partnered with the World Food Programme to provide food for those who report for the service.

“We have been having a problem with the mothers…that is why we agreed with the WFP to give out food at hospitals in order to have them checked,” Angusu said. Eighty out of every 100 mothers in the district deliver babies at home. Sisto Lomongin, the in-charge Tokora Health Centre, said the biggest challenge is the stigmatisation of those infected with the virus.

“The other problem we have got is the stigma by those infected. The society that they live in look at them like they are sinners who are not fit to be in the society and this has forced most of those infected to run away from their villages to where they are not known,” he said. The district has 105 people on ARVs, 38 of them women.

According to Lomongin, forcing men to accompany their wives for antenatal care and having couples tested together will help stem mother-to-child infection of HIV.
Circumcision; Bugisu’s Achilles’ heel in the fight against Aids (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Circumcision_Bugisu_s_Achilles_heel_in_the_fight_against_Aids_79718.shtml 

Picture two young men from the Bugisu region in eastern Uganda; one was recently circumcised and has almost recovered from the operation; tradition holds that he now has to sleep with a woman, even though he is yet to heal completely. Another boasts that he can have unprotected sex and not get infected with the HIV virus because he is circumcised.

Both scenarios are common among Bagisu people, where circumcision is a rite of passage to adulthood for boys. 

But despite research shows that circumcised men are far less likely than their uncircumcised counterparts to contract the HIV virus, Bagisu men are not any safer. Why? The sad reality is that tradition and modern misconceptions add up to a dangerous mix that puts them at risk.
Dr Watiti Masokoyi of Mbale Regional Hospital, who keenly follows public health issues in the region, says it all started when people heard on radio that circumcision reduces by half the chances of a man acquiring the HIV virus. 

“To them, percentages are not important. Now it is very hard to convince people with such mindsets to use condoms and also observe other protective measures in combination,” said Dr Watiti in a recent interview. 

“These people forget that they can get HIV through the other 40 to 50 per cent. That has not sunk into their heads. Many think they are now protected against HIV.”

A late 1990s study titled, Sexual Behaviours and Other HIV Risk Factors in Circumcised and uncircumcised Men in Uganda, which was carried out in Mbale and published in November 1999, showed that circumcised men took more risks than their uncircumcised counterparts. 

According to the study, among non-Muslims, “circumcised men had a higher risk profile than uncircumcised men in that they were more likely to drink alcohol in conjunction with sex, to have sexual contacts with women on the first day of meeting, to have had sexual contacts in exchange for money or gifts to have experienced episodes of pain on urination or to have experienced penile discharge.”

The study also found that circumcised men had an earlier age sexual debut, and had more extra-marital sex partners in the last year. Similarly, they reported a preference for non-wet sex. And on the side of Muslims, “they generally had a lower risk profile than other circumcised men except they were less likely to have ever used a condom or to have used a condom during the last sex encounter.”

Although no significant studies have been done to establish the effect that ritual circumcision has had on Bagisu men as far as HIV infection is concerned, the prevalence rate remains – at 6.1 per cent – almost as high as the national average. 

Statistics from the Aids Information Centre (AIC), a major testing site in Mbale and surrounding districts through outreach programmes, show that the Bagisu are not immune to HIV/Aids. Of the 16,205 Bagisu who have been tested by AIC Mbale between January 2005 and November 2008, up to 3,842 were found to be HIV-positive. None-theless, overall prevalence in Mbale district stands at 6.1 per cent.

The AIC Mbale Branch Manager, Mr Mugalya Abel Ndoboli, says the fact that HIV is increasingly manifesting among the elite of those who turn up to test, presents a challenge in the fight against the pandemic. “These would be serious behaviour change agents among the uneducated and semi educated,” he added.

The effectiveness of circumcision as an anti-HIV strategy also depends on the particular circumstances and cultural context in which it is carried out. For instance, medically, men who are newly circumcised must refrain from sex until they are completely healed – a basic principle that is violated in some tribes, including the Bagisu.

The Principal Investigator of the Rakai circumcision study, which was completed in 2006, Prof. David Sserwadda, said in a recent interview published by Daily Monitor that some tribes which circumcise culturally engage in sexual rituals during the circumcision period. 

“This predisposes them to HIV and this may negate the protective effect of circumcision. In addition, the type of circumcision is important. Cultural circumcision techniques differ from tribe to tribe. This could explain the different degrees of protection,” he said. “The important thing with medical male circumcision is that the person abstains from sex for six weeks.” 

Dr Watiti agrees with Prof. Sserwadda, and further argues that in Bugisu, the ritual is carried out amid a state of confusion, making it hard to adhere to safety measures. 

“The circumcision candidates are brought in by people who have taken alcohol. There is a lot of confusion surrounding the exercise,” said Dr Watiti. “I wonder how the surgeons, within the very short time they are expected to cut, say six boys, are able to respect the one boy, one knife policy. I still have doubts about that although they insist that they do it.”

Dr Watiti is also concerned that the traditional surgeons do their thing bare handed yet different surgeons are competing for the maidens. “Therefore, someone has got to circumcise as many as possible.

And in this process, they keep running to the next candidate without having time to wash hands in a span of 5 seconds. Now the blood will surely spill on these hands. These guys are competing and by the time one reaches for another knife, someone else will have cut the next boy. So in order not to lose out, one might just ditch the idea of changing knives,” he argued.

High school teacher Michael Wafana says lack of sensitisation about HIV/Aids around this time could also be exacerbating the problem. “No one cared to counsel me on HIV or give me any kind of sex education during the time I got circumcised in 1998. And 10 years down the road, the situation remains the same. Yet this should be a good time to tell these young people about HIV.”

As government struggles with the painstaking process of turning research into policy, therefore, scenarios such as those in Bugisu are among the many to contend with if male medical circumcision is to play an additional role in the fight against Aids.
Africa, Asia urged on disease control (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671130 

UNIVERSITIES and tertiary institutions in Africa and Asia have been urged to prioritise training in the management and control of non-communicable diseases (diseases that are not contagious). 

Local and international health experts are meeting in Kampala for the summit on chronic, non-communicable diseases for African and Asian countries like diabetes, cancer and heart ailments. 

The experts demanded political commitment in dealing with the diseases. 

“Doctors and public health professionals need to have community and people-centred training. That is how we can manage chronic diseases,” said Prof. William Doe, the provost of Aga Khan University. 

The health ministry in Uganda is currently promoting village health teams as a means of taking health services closer to the communities. 

Dr. James Sekajugo, the principle medical officer for 

non-communicable diseases in the health ministry, said the Medical School at Makerere University was changing to problem-based training by shifting training out of the hospitals to the communities. 

“This will help in identifying the critical health needs of the communities. The main challenge we face is that most people live with the diseases unknowingly. Early diagnosis is critical in managing them,” Sekajugo said. 

Health state minister Dr. Richard Nduhuura and finance state minister Fred Omach said the Ugandan Government would prioritise the control non-communicable diseases. 

Education
Education, district leaders disagree on PLE (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671125 

THE education ministry and district education officers yesterday disagreed on the reasons for the poor performance in last year’s Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE). 

The ministry argued that the poor performance was due to absenteeism and lack of teachers in some districts. 

The district education officers, however, said under funding caused the poor performance. 

They said the money paid by the Government per pupil had been reduced from sh8,500 to the sh4,500. 

Bundibugyo education officer Esau Nshabirwe said: “The situation in districts is bad. Some of us can hardly afford to travel to Kampala or carry out inspections.” 

“Much as we may want to do a good job, at times our hands are tied. We cannot operate without funds,” Arua’s Nicholas Thembo said. 

The education sector receives 17% (about sh900b) of the national budget. 

But the state minister for primary education, Peter Lokeris, said schools were not inspected and many head teachers and teachers did not show up for work. 

Lokeris was addressing district education officers and inspectors of schools at a conference organised to find solutions to the poor performance at Ridar Hotel in Seeta. 

He said some districts misused funds allocated to the UPE programme. 

Lokeris also cited the issue of ghost teachers on payrolls, saying it led to loss of funds. 

He said the ministry had created an inspectorate to improve the supervision of schools. 

Out of 463,631 candidates who sat for PLE last year, only 17,021 (3.7 %) candidates passed in division one. 

According to Uganda National Examination Board, in 2007, 7.6 % passed in division one. 

The commissioner for primary education, Dr Daniel Nkaada, said some teachers had continued to earn salaries even after they quit their jobs. 

He said the education officers were also not observing the staff ceiling in their districts. 

“The Government provided sh9b to recruit more teachers, but some districts have failed. We are going to lose that money because it will go back to the treasury, yet some schools have no teachers,” he said. 

More private schools admitted to USE (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/More_private_schools_admitted_to_USE_79723.shtml 

A total of 120 private secondary schools yesterday signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of Education to run the government’s Universal Secondary Education programme.

At the event held at Kololo Secondary School in Kampala, the ministry’s Acting Assistant Commissioner, in charge of private schools, Mr Edward Ssebukyu, urged the schools to polish their management styles if the partnership is to succeed.

“You now have to think of having boards of governors (BoGs) in your schools for proper accountability,” Mr Ssebukyu said.

Under the USE programme introduced in 1997, private schools just like government-aided institutions, are required to have a fully operational board, as a prerequisite to admission to the programme.

Government disburses about Shs7 million in addition to tuition fees for each student in a USE school per year.

According to the MoU signed by the ministry’s Permanent Secretary, Mr Francis Lubanga, the boards will comprise of 12 members appointed by the Minister of Education.

Schools will only be required to present nominees to the ministry.

School heads will also have no right to either suspend or expel any student before seeking the ministry’s advice.

Schools admitted will, however, be at liberty to withdraw from the programme in case they find difficulty in implementing it.

Mr Ssebukyu said it will soon become the ministry’s policy for all schools including the private ones to have BoGs.

“Many schools in Uganda have for so long been run by their proprietors and directors and this has in a way affected students’ performance,” he said. 

“Very soon even private schools will be required to have BoGs,” he added.

The coming on board of new schools will help decongest many schools and absorb students who would have failed to join school because of the absence of a USE school in their locality.
Global Credit Crisis
NGOS HIT BY RECESSION (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/32/671135 

The Resource Alliance, an international fundraising support organisation, has warned of shrinking donor funds to non-profit organisations, which could lead to job losses and slower growth in the sector. 

Robina Asiimwe Sentumbwe, the Resource Alliance regional representative for Africa, said the institution had recently been conducting global surveys in which the 100 most influential people in the non-profit sector were interviewed. 

One of the surveys, the Global Fundraising Survey for IFC 2008, whose report Business Vision has seen, indicates that causes regarding arts and culture, international development and animal welfare would be worst hit as donors will be more inclined to support children causes, humanitarian relief, medical research and faith-based causes. 

The results also indicated there would be less funding available and the world’s leading non-profit organisations would be posting lower growth figures. 

According to another survey by the same institution, Oxfam, Save the Children and World Vision, the world’s three largest NGOs, which command a combined annual budget of about $3.1b, are already adjusting their growth forecasts. 

Although Asiimwe says the crisis does not mean there is no more donor funding, these findings create uncertainty regarding the future of Uganda’s more than 3,000 registered non-profit institutions that heavily depend on foreign donors. What is certain is that they are less likely to grow in 2009 due to limited funding. On the local scene, NGOs are already starting to feel the pinch of the crisis. 

Deo Nyanzi, the programme coordinator of the Uganda National NGO Forum, an umbrella group for NGOs, confirmed that funding for some civil society interventions was not flowing in as expected as a result of the credit crunch. 

“There are donors for instance, who support interventions for orphans. Some of these donors are individuals; who may have committed a certain amount to the organisation and now that the credit crunch has claimed millions of jobs, such an organisation cannot expect funding from a jobless individual,” he told Business Vision on Monday. Nyanzi said the institution was concerned that reduced inflows would affect poverty reduction efforts. 

“Definitely, as the rich ones try to secure their financial systems from crumbling completely, poverty reduction efforts will be negatively affected, particularly where there is dependence on external resources,” he said, urging the government to focus expenditure on poverty reduction. 

He, however, says the NGO sector will survive the credit crisis because “the lack of resources is generally commonplace in civil society and there have been deliberate efforts overtime to ensure sustainability of programmes.” “No one should expect an attrition of the sector; it will remain vibrant. however, in the circumstances like today's financial crisis, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) must, more than ever, invent their own sources of income. 

It is those CSOs that capitalise on such measures and leverage efforts to attract support for their work that will survive the crunch and more importantly the future.” 

Patrick Tumwebaze the executive director of Uganda Debt Network shares the same view. “The recession has not yet affected us because some of our partnerships are long term but certainly foreign funding is going to reduce. People need to be educated to be frugal during the hard times, otherwise many more will sink into poverty,” he said. 

Daniel Sentumbwe, a microfinance consultant said there would be less capital available for NGO offering microcredit services and emphasised the need for more savings to increase investment. But Asiimwe advised the nonprofit institutions to tap into the local resources, strengthen collaboration and work hard to generate their own income to survive. 

Other survival strategies recommended by the Resource Alliance study include conducting thorough evidence-based research before writing proposals, operational cost reduction, tapping into new markets in China, Middle East and Japan, and careful selection of banks to keep their money. The NGO leaders are also advised to remain optimistic, while resource mobilisers need new strategies and causes that can capture donors’ imagination and show that they can deliver a lot for very little. 

Neelam Makhijani the Resource Alliance Director for programmes and consulting services told Business Vision that NGOs that are doing actual work with the grassroots communities would be the winners during these uncertain times. “The recession will not be for ever. NGOs should focus on strengthening their capacities and those that do it and closely work with people will win.” 

Refugees

Sudanese refugees in Uganda to be repatriated (Miraya FM)

http://www.mirayafm.org/news/news/_200902126272/
Sudan and Uganda tripartite commission meeting in Juba has agreed to repatriate fifty thousand (50.000) Sudanese refugees from Uganda in 2009 and 2010. 

The Uganda Minister for Relief and Disaster Preparedness, Ecweru Musa Francis, said that the meeting has assigned new roles to both the Sudanese and Ugandan governments in supporting the repatriation process. 

Mr. Ecweru urged the Government of South Sudan and the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) to visit the refugee camps in Uganda and assure them about their safety when they return home. 

He said that the Ugandan government has supported the return of over sixty thousand (60.000) Sudanese refugees to Sudan adding that a good number are still in Uganda. 

Meanwhile, the Sudanese Minister of Interior, Abbas Jumaa, thanked Uganda for providing refuge to over one hundred and seventy thousand (170.000) Sudanese for the last nineteen years (19 years). 

The Minister assured Sudan's commitment to speed up the return of the remaining refugees from Uganda. 

Last week the United Nations reported that three hundred thousand (300.000) refugees have returned to Sudan.
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