UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 13 FEBRUARY 2009
Northern Uganda

No peace yet for vulnerable IDPs (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/No_peace_yet_for_vulnerable_IDPs_79783.shtml 

With the guns falling silent from June 2006 when talks started to end the two-decade war between the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels and the government, internally displaced persons like Ms Jennifer Lamaro of Lukung IDP camp, which hugs the Uganda-Sudan border, began to envisage a peaceful future in their formerly abandoned villages.

But as the people began to enjoy the early fruits of the peaceful spell resulting from the talks, a personal tragedy befell Ms Lamaro; she slipped off a mango tree while harvesting fruits for her two children, and crashed to the hard ground.

The accident paralysed Ms Lamaro from the waist to her feet. Now aged 29, Ms Lamaro – who has since relocated to Latida, a village on the periphery of the camp – gets around using a wheelchair donated by Caritas, a Catholic NGO. Before that, she crawled. “After that incident, my husband disappeared,” she said. “I have never seen him again. His children too have never seen him,” she adds.

Then there is 80-year-old Anna Lukodi, who has been weakened by age. “Oh my legs! They have truly defeated me,” she mourned. “I need to walk but I can’t. I need to eat but where will I get the food?” she asked no one in particular.

There are many others like Ms Lamaro and Ms Lukodi, incapable of measuring up to the physical rigours that come with setting up new homes after decades of displacement, either because of old age, a disability or a sickness. Often, because their extended families are too pre-occupied with the day to day challenges of life in an already difficult situation, extremely vulnerable persons find themselves in the periphery of their communities yet they too have the same needs and rights.

Like many parts of Acholi where former IDPs have relocated to from camps, Latida has inadequate social services. The nearest health centre to the village is at Olebi, four kilometres away. Mid-last year, an old man collapsed in his compound and was rolled for four kilometres on a wheelbarrow to the health centre by a group of youths. “The old man is now okay, but it tells something; we need a health centre here,” says Mr Charles Okot Ojera, 27, one of the youths who participated in the rescue mission.

The consistent message from the local authorities in the Acholi region is that former IDPs who have left the camps will have social services like schools, health centre and water taken to areas where they are settling or have settled. “We can not take services where there are no people. There must be people who will use the services,” says Komakech John Ogwok. 

True to his word, about 500 metres from Latida, opposite a seemingly empty army detach, a generator spluttered as it test-pumped water from a freshly drilled bore-hole by British charity, Oxfam. A woman grinned, drank some water, and posed for the camera. But there is a gap between when former IDPs settle in an area and when the social services actually follow them. “If you are old, sick and you don’t eat and have no one to bring you water and no access to medical services then it is useless,” remarked 85-year-old Alexander Oringa.

The Minister for Disaster Preparedness, Prof. Tarsis Kabwegyere, said in an interview last year that vulnerable people were catered for in the IDP policy, but admitted that its implementation had not been spot on. He said, “The interventions have been reasonable; they have not been adequate but certainly better than without them.” But for some like Ms Lukodi and Ms Lamaro, humanitarian agencies have come to the rescue. Both had a hut built for them by the Norwegian Refugee Council. 

In 2008, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) funded construction of 2,036 huts for extremely vulnerable persons (EVIs) in the Acholi sub-region. UNHCR also supported Gulu District to register EVI’s in the main IDP camps. 

The survey registered a total of 3,467 EVIs. It is hoped that the local authorities will use the data to further support the EVIs in the district. But the collected data is also an indication of the daunting challenge, despite the progress made so far, that there is still a lot that needs to be done to adequately respond to the needs of extremely vulnerable persons either in the IDP camps or in their villages.
5,000 persons with disability stuck in IDP camps (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/5_000_persons_with_disability_stuck_in_IDP_camps_79782.shtml 

As the majority of the people who lived in Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps at the height of the Lord’s Resistance Army  insurgency return to their villages to rebuild their lives, more than 5,000 people with disabilities remain stuck in the camps – with nowhere to go. They are poor and have no means to leave the IDP camps where they have endured poverty, discrimination and marginalisation.

According to Gulu Disabled Persons Union (GDPU), an NGO based in northern Uganda, the PWDs’ main challenge is mobility, difficulties to cultivate gardens and build houses in their original villages.  “They cannot go back to the villages because they can’t till the land. They cannot build their own houses,” a volunteer at GDPU, Ms Annelieke Van de Wiel, told a press conference at Parliament yesterday.

Ms Wiel said the survey carried out by GDPU indicates that out of 5,000 PWDs in the region, an estimated 3,500 are war victims. The survey, carried out by GDPU, shows that Omoro County in Gulu has the highest number of physically disabled people with 2970 cases followed by Kilak with 2120.

The MP for Persons with Disabilities in northern Uganda, Mr William Nokorachi, said unless the disabled are helped, they will remain stuck in the camps. “Some of them lost their families during the war. They survive because of humanitarian aid given to them by the relief agencies. They cannot live on their own,” he said.

GDPU has organised a fundraising dinner for northern Uganda PWDs stuck in the camps at Sheraton Hotel in Kampala,  the dinner is scheduled for  February 18, 2009.

The Chairman of PWDs in Parliament, Mr Alex Ndeezi said the money realised from the fundraising dinner will be used to buy wheelchairs, hearing gadgets, crutches and tricycles. The proceeds will also be spent on construction materials to build houses for PWDs.
Girl Soldiers -- The Cost of Survival in Northern Uganda (Alternet)

http://www.alternet.org/reproductivejustice/126066/girl_soldiers_--_the_cost_of_survival_in_northern_uganda/ 

By Mindy Kay Bricker, Women News Network
UGANDA -- It had been 11 years since my feet had touched the dusty rust-colored soil of Uganda. My first visit had been particularly remarkable as it had been the first time the long, black barrel of a gun had been pointed within centimeters of my face.

In a national effort to expel a swelling and beleaguered Sudanese refugee population from the country, an eager soldier of some sort had stopped our matatu (mini-van) in the middle of the night. He awoke me -- at gunpoint -- demanded my passport, and told me to get out of the vehicle. Within a few minutes, about 10 or so of us re-boarded with two less people -- a Sudanese woman and her daughter.

On that night, little did I know that somewhere, kilometers away, an 11-year-old Lucy Aol was sleeping in the thick Northern Ugandan bush hoping that she wouldn’t be awoken in the same fashion. With one thin mattress below her, and one covering her, her dark chocolate skin was swallowed by the night as she hid from the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a rebel group that was not only largely supported by the Sudanese government but was enthusiastically amassing an army of children to torture, kill and steal from the area’s Acholi people.

Her luck would last two more years. At 13, this Acholi girl would be abducted and issued a gun so that she could protect herself while she pillaged homes for food and clothing at the behest of the LRA. Within days of her abduction, she would be made a “wife”, a position she would keep until, at the age of 16, she would understand that death was a small consequence if she were caught escaping.

“I’m not going to risk much,” she negotiated with herself. “I have to escape.”

She would walk cautiously and quietly for more than 24 hours, without rest, through bush so dense a cat would find it difficult to claw its way through. When she would finally reach Gulu, the second largest populated town in the country and home to a military base against the LRA, she would immediately enter a rehabilitation center, where she would be told the unimaginable: She was pregnant. A teenager so traumatized, Lucy had never even had her first period.
The Lucy Aol who I didn’t know existed 11 years ago, I return to meet in 2008. Now 22 years old, Lucy delivers a handshake so cotton-ball soft that even a ballerina would feel brutish in her company. Her voice is quiet, her smile gummy, and her laugh affable. What you don’t see, however, is the gallery of torture on her body -- a shrapnel scar on the heel of her foot, the panga (type of a machete) and stick scars on her buttocks from being repeatedly beaten by soldiers in the bush.

But there is a reality that neither a smile nor clothing can mask: When you meet Lucy, what you see is a girl -- wanting to be a woman -- and desperately trying to extricate herself from her experience as a child soldier of yesterday, while anxiously trying to safeguard her child from the stigma of being tomorrow’s rebel soldier.

Lucy is among more than 60,000 Northern Ugandan children abducted by the LRA during its 21-year-long civil war against the Ugandan government. Organized by former Catholic altar boy Joseph Kony, theoretically, the LRA was founded to protect Northern Ugandans from the National Resistance Army, which had staged a military coup in 1986, and was exacting revenge in the north, the home of many of the soldiers that tried to resist the coup. It didn’t take long before Kony began attacking, rather than protecting, the Acholi people -- which, ironically, was his own tribe. As they began to fear him, he accused the Acholi of betraying him and he wanted them dead, all the while bolstered by the messages he claimed he received from the “holy spirit.”

“A person who believes in God cannot kill, cannot rape people, cannot burn their house … cutting their ears, cutting their necks,” Lucy says. Kony “is a devil, not God.”

“When you first arrive [after being abducted by the rebels], they put all the girls together. Then they call the officers so they can pick who they want for a wife. Even if you are very young. I was given to a very big man. He was blind on one side. So maybe he didn’t see that I was very young.”
- from a Ugandan girl soldier, exhibition of drawings and quotes for Nobel Peace Centre via CAP International – Children/Youth as Peace Builders 2006

Most abductions occurred during the’90s. Like Lucy, thousands of the girls who were abducted were forced into “marriages” with soldiers. Almost 40 percent of the girls who were forcibly married had at least one child in the bush, according to reports.

Within days of her arrival in southern Sudan, where the LRA’s headquarters were based, Lucy was lined up with other girls and assigned to her “husband.” The more successful the soldier, the more wives he was awarded -- Kony allegedly had over 40 forced wives.

Lucy would become the fourth wife of a 24-year-old captain. “He was so big,” she recalled. “He was so old.” Devastated, Lucy burst into tears and refused the man.
“They told me to lie down, and they said, ‘You pick: Do you want life or death?,’” she recounts. “Then they brought a boy near me and killed him using a panga. They cut him here (her finger slices her neck), here (waist), here (legs) … Then they told me, ‘Have you seen what has happened with that boy?’ I started crying. ‘You are crying!’ Then, they started beating me.”

She chose “life,” which meant that for 2.5 years she was forced to have sex with her husband twice a week, each time crying and each time being beat for her tears. She would sometimes be denied food for up to five days and almost just as long without water -- when deprived water, soldiers would make her drink someone else’s urine. She was only required to fight in the field once, but was forced several times a week to pillage villages to gather food and clothing.

Kony was set to sign a peace agreement in April of this year, officially putting an end to a war that left nearly 2 million people homeless, 80 percent of who were women and children. But he never showed. The LRA still managed to stay in the headlines, however, when they orchestrated over 300 abductions in Congo, Sudan and Central African Republic.

“For us, we are just waiting,” Lucy says. “Will he come back to kill you? Will he come back to arrest you? Will he come back to abduct you?”

“I was scared. There were many bullets fired. I dropped down for safety, but could see the tree leaves falling from the bullets… I didn’t shoot, but six rebel soldiers and man abducted children were killed. Over twenty children died. I was running for safety and had to jump over many of the bodies. The youngest was about twelve.”

- Grace T., age 16, abducted July 2002, VOHU – Village of Hope – Uganda

Back in Gulu, Lucy is at ease on her home turf, her black flipflops dusted with red dirt as she calmly walks around the city. The expense of the bus ticket prohibits her from visiting her mother and her daughter, Winnie, often -- she only manages the 7-hour journey about once a semester.

Winnie “likes my mother more than me,” she says matter of factly. “I don’t feel good [about that]. I want my kid. Just because I’m away from her, she’s not like me. So when I finish my course, I will come back, and she will know me better.”

Motorbikes buzz past her on the street, carrying women with children, and men clutching nearly empty briefcases, while people bustle about with an effort of feigning life in a city. The market buzzes with excitement, and the smell of dead fish wafts over women walking around with straw-weaved doormats on their heads. Lucy is stopped by a friend, who instantly grabs Lucy’s arm and slowly walks with her down the street, asking question after question: How much is your tuition? When does the next semester begin? How do you like the program?
“It’s normal,” Lucy says. “People used to stop me all the time. They want to know everything.”

Lucy is studying environmental health, with the hope that she will work as an environmental health assistant with the Ministry of Health in her region of the country, working to improve sanitation in the community, educating people on disease outbreaks, like cholera and tuberculosis, and providing HIV counseling and testing.

Her friend’s interest is genuine. One would be hard pressed to find another country where education is so prized, but so unattainable for many, as exorbitant school fees depress any kind of academic aspirations. Around 41 percent of former abductees returned to school, 28 percent of whom were long-term abductees. According to a recent study, however, girls, like Lucy, returning from the bush with a child had nearly a zero percent chance of returning to school.

But despite her success as a student and her sacrifice as a mother, there is no guarantee that she will land a job -- the reality in Uganda is that just as tribal nepotism and politics worked against her during the civil war, they could also work against her when trying to work for the government.

“It is different for boys and girls when they are coming back. The boys come back without children. But us, we all have children from our time with the rebels. They are our children, you cannot leave this child, she is yours. But if you want to make a new life, start a new life with a man, you will always suffer because of this child. And the child will suffer too, because of you, because of your past in the bush.

It is harder for girls. And it is hard. Because people will say things to you and that thing will live with you. It stays in your heart. And when you are suffering, when you are depressed, you will always think about those things. A boy just forgets but a girl is not made that way. And people do not let a girl forget. It is impossible for a girl to brush that thing off.” 

– Interview with girl child soldier Uganda, CAP- Children/Youth as Peacebuilders 2003

A few hours before Winnie comes home from school, Lucy finally arrives in her mother’s village, a mud-hut suburb of sorts two kilometers outside Gulu. Lucy walks around for a few minutes before a friend spots her, the two simultaneously laughing at the sight of each other.

“This is my friend, Grace” Lucy says. “We met in the bush.”
The two met when Lucy had been deprived of water for three days. Lucy begged Grace for a drink, and Grace acquiesced, even though she would have been killed had she been caught.

Now when Lucy and Grace see each other it is instant relief, mostly because they know they will be able to discuss their problems, their traumas, their fears. Since they understand each other’s pasts so well, they can offer each other therapy that they can rarely find anywhere else. Lucy does not even talk about her days in the bush to her mother -- it is a taboo topic.

But Grace and Lucy have more in common than just their harrowing past: Neither of them plan to tell their children any time soon of how, and to whom, they were born. Children are already beginning to taunt their children at school, calling them “bush children”, creating rounds of questions for both the mothers. Both Lucy and Grace, who had two children in the bush, avoid the discussion, by offering terse explanations.

Grace tried to marry, which would have assuaged the situation, but the man divorced her when his family found out she was one of “Kony’s children.” This sort of rejection is sadly typical for former female soldiers with children.

“I tell [Winnie] that she wasn’t born in the bush; she was born in Gulu,” Lucy says, which is the absolute truth -- Winnie was conceived in the bush, but she wasn’t born there.
To mitigate such harassment, Lucy enrolled Winnie in a private school, where she has a more intimate learning environment. There are no educational standards in public schools, Lucy says, so the family sacrifices everything to provide this for Winnie. Lucy’s mother takes food rations from the displacement camp to sell for Winnie’s school fees. But she broke her arm recently when taking cassava to sell in the West Nile; now, Winnie must carry out the chores for the house.

In June, rising food prices provoked a 5,000 shilling (CZK 50, $3.20) boost in school fees -- school fees that Lucy’s mother hadn’t managed to gather yet, bringing the total to 50,000 shillings (CZK 500, $32).

“I’m not happy at all because they ruined me. I had to cut short my studies. I have no hope that I will one day be somebody. I gave birth to two children and was not prepared. I have two children and no means of survival. I worry about what will happen next.”

- Christine A., age 20, abducted in 1996, VOHU – Village of Hope - Uganda

Emotionally spent, Lucy and her mother sit inside the dark mud hut and discuss the option of selling charcoal over the next few weeks. Lucy also suggests asking the school to allow for an extension in payment. However, the two women conclude that they aren’t going to be able to keep up the momentum -- the women might need to return to their family in the displacement camp, and Winnie might have no choice but to be in a poor school system with provocative children.

“She should not be hearing such kind of language as she’s growing,” Lucy says. “It will be dangerous for her to hear that she was born in the bush and that her father is from the bush killing people … She will not be fine in the future.”

But Lucy maintains her hope that at some point she will find, or create, some kind of job, and that she will be able to purchase land for her parents, five brothers, their wives and children, so that the family can leave the displacement camps, where over 1 million northern Ugandans still live despite the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement that was signed in August 2006 between the LRA and the Ugandan government. And then, and only then, will she be able to build a fence around the family compound “to protect” Winnie.

“Maybe I can get a job, and in the future my child will be okay,” she says. “If you have nothing to do, then you suffer.”

A day into her trip and a day away from returning to school in Kampala -- where she will study for upcoming exams, sleep in a room with 19 other people, and subsist on a diet of beans -- Lucy’s visit home quickly turns sour. While standing with Winnie, the two posing for a photograph, the landlord -- and friend of the family -- stares at 6-year-old Winnie.

“That child has the eyes of a rebel soldier,” she says to her.

And as much as Winnie doesn’t know about her life, she understands that the words are vitriolic. Winnie sobs. And Lucy consoles her, careful not to tell her the truth.
Karamoja 
Stakeholders want new strategy for Karamoja (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Stakeholders_want_new_strategy_for_Karamoja_79764.shtml 

Efforts to pacify Karamoja region might not be realised unless new strategies are integrated to supplement the UPDF disarmament exercise, civil society organisations involved in the peace building process in the region have warned.

The Executive Director African Leadership Institution, Mr David Pulkol, said the situation in Karamoja region is becoming too tricky for the UPDF to handle single handedly.

He said whereas it is true the army has been able to remove guns publicly held by warriors, the UPDF is finding difficulty in removing guns that the warriors are now hiding and have continued to wreak havoc on the innocent community. 

“There is need to change strategy to ensure that the peace Karamoja has tested is not squandered,” he said during a civil military cooperation workshop in Mbale. 

Health 
Ditched female condom makes a comeback (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=82902 

The female condom has resurfaced in Uganda's prevention programme almost one and a half years after the government halted distribution of the prophylactic due to poor uptake by women. 

"Women - both married and single - have asked us to bring back the female condom," Vashta Kibirige, coordinator of the condom unit at the Ministry of Health, told IRIN/PlusNews. "They want a procedure within their control and need more choices for prevention." 

In 2007 the government said women had complained that the female condom was not user-friendly and was noisy during intercourse; at the time, AIDS campaigners and gender activists accused the government of not trying hard enough to promote female-controlled methods of HIV prevention. 

Kibirige said her ministry had carried out a situation analysis to gauge the acceptability of the female condom by women across the country before it was reintroduced. 

The analysis found that on the whole, women wanted a method that would give them control in protecting themselves from sexually transmitted infections and unwanted pregnancy. 

But not all women agreed with reintroducing the female condom: in western Uganda women largely felt it went against their culture, while Karimojong women in the northeast often tore off the condoms' rings for use as decorative bangles. 

Kibirige said the ministry would embark on a sensitisation campaign to ensure the prophylactic was accepted in all parts of the country. "One hundred thousand female condoms are going to be distributed, basically to target groups that showed interest in them, mainly in the eastern and central parts of the country." 

The new female condoms will be available at government health centres for a small fee, which activists say defeats the purpose of making them available because most Ugandan women cannot afford to pay for them. 

Sylvia Namabidde, a member of parliament, said charging women for the condoms could lead to re-use, which raised issues of hygiene and health. 

About 1.5 million female condoms were procured by the government ten years ago; some were distributed free of charge but many are still on the shelves of the National Medical Stores. 

Education
Bugiri parents held over UPE (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/671293 

A total of 38 parents in Bugiri town were on Tuesday rounded up for failure to take their children to school. Panic-stricken parents fled to elude arrest. 

The resident district commissioner, Margaret Mwanamoiza, said the operation would be spread to the sub-counties to ensure all children benefit from the Universal Primary Education (UPE). 

Many children aged between six and 11 were found working as waitresses, house boys and house girls in homesteads. 

Most of the children were enrolled in Hindocha and Waluwere primary schools. Bombo and Nkusi parishes had the highest number of children not attending school. 

Mwanamoiza said the area was a hub for brewing and selling alcohol. 

Most of the children who were rounded up said their job was wash malwa (millet brew) pots and other utensils. They said they were paid between sh300 to 500 a day. 

Mwanamoiza said they had received reports that over 500 children of school-going-age, especially of Tabliq Muslim families, were being denied the chance to study. 

The deputy district internal security officer, Bernard Tumugabilwe, who spearheaded the operation, said the parents were bailed out after they promised to take their children to school.
17 parents arrested (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/671289 
LIRA - A total of 17 parents in Barr sub-county were arrested over failure to send their children to school. The parents were released after pleading guilty and asking for leniency. James Awula, the sub-county chief, urged residents to utilise Universal Primary Education and stop exploiting children. “We asked them to buy books, pens and school uniforms for their children before they could be released, and they did so,” he explained.

Double-shift system temporary — Bitamazire (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671269 
THE double-shift method of teaching is a temporary measure, the education minister, Namirembe Bitamazire, has said. 

“We are using the system to help us cope with the increasing student population. When we have constructed enough classrooms, then we shall do away with it,” she said. 

The double-shift system is where some students study in the morning, while others study in the afternoon. The system was once operational in the 1980s. 

The number of students enrolling for secondary education has increased from 250,000 to more than 300,000 following the introduction of the Universal Secondary Education (USE) programme in 2007. 

This necessitated the reintroduction of the double-shift system. So far, 32 secondary schools are operating with the system. 

Bitamazire was speaking during the commissioning of a 12-classroom block at Kololo High School in Kampala yesterday. 

The construction of the sh471m block was funded by the Government to help the school phase out self-sponsored students. 

The permanent secretary, Francis Lubanga, said donors had agreed to increase funding for the USE programme. 

“This will help us make government-sponsored schools competitive,” he said. 

Earlier this week, the ministry remitted sh9.4b to secondary schools participating in USE as capitation grants for the first term.
Supplement double shifts in schools with distance learning (Daily Monitor – OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/Nnyago/Supplement_double_shifts_in_schools_with_distance_learning_79761.shtml 

A lot has been said about the new government policy on double shifts in secondary schools in the past year. Strangely, the same government had stopped double shifts in primary schools (Ministry stops double shift classes Daily Monitor, April 1, 2008). 

Now, 60 more secondary schools have been approved by the Education ministry to undertake the double-shift teaching system starting with the newly admitted Senior One and Senior Two students, a ministry official has said. Some of the  schools include Nyero High School in Kumi District with 1,346 students, Lubani SS in Jinja with 1,267, Arua Public School in Arua  with 1,225 and  Nyakayojo S.S in Mbarara with 1,086.

Double-shift teaching is a system where a school runs two teaching shifts on one curriculum at different times of the day for two sets of students.  This brings the number of schools under the new system to 94. The system is meant to ensure quality and efficiency in teaching, and to help students in congested schools access better education. 

The Ministry of Education explains that the introduction of Universal Secondary Education in 2007 resulted in massive enrolment in Senior One, a move which was not matched by more classrooms in the USE schools. The original USE programme targeted a class size of 60 students, but in 2007, out of the original 791 schools participating in USE, 243 of these had over 80 students per stream. This created serious challenges for the USE policy and the teaching and learning. Currently, about 34 schools have double-shift teaching for S.1 and S.2 classes only.

Through the double shift strategy, government hopes to sustain Universal Primary Education since more children will be absorbed into secondary school. Some of the schools that have been initiated into the scheme have as many as 1,000 students in both senior one and two.

Moses Kalanzi has argued that double shift in schools ‘can’t work here’. (Why double shift in schools can’t work here: Daily Monitor, February 1, 2008). He thinks that the double shift policy would greatly impact on the school curriculum in particular and the education system in general as it will most likely harm the time allocated to many subjects that are not traditionally considered relevant. 

He also argued that when the policy was introduced in Burundi a few years ago, the time allocated to agriculture and home economics subjects was reduced from four hours to one hour a week. He makes an unresearched conclusion that  “the system would also lead to a reduction in the learning hours and this will affect the performance of the affected students”.  He also opines that  the system has an effect on the extra-curricular studies that are very vital for meaningful child development. This is because compounds in schools will always be congested. These are strong arguments but do not address the challenges of innovation and how to manage them. The typical Ugandan is more comfortable  assuring you “this can’t work” than giving chance to change.

We are therefore a stagnant society afflicted with an acute  “no change” syndrome. The syndrome permeates all sectors of society: politics, the economy, education, and even family.

Double shift teaching in schools has been practiced in Uganda  until the early 2000s in schools like Kololo SSS, Mbale SS, Old Kampala SS and the like with tremendous success. 

It is after the liberalisation of education when a myriad of private secondary schools were opened and made it more attractive for learners and guardians to enroll at full time schools that it fizzled out. As a system it was designed to maximise time spent by the learner in a typical day without disadvantaging her. 

The ministry is absolutely correct to encourage double shifts in high schools again. However, it can be supplemented by a combination of distance education and double shifts. That is why it was heartening to see that the Ministry has blessed the introduction of distance education for high school. (“Distance Learning ‘O’ and ‘A’ level begins, Daily Monitor, February 9, 2009). According to the report, the government has blessed the introduction of  a  distance learning programme at secondary school level. The programme will enable students to attain Uganda National Examinations Board certificates without being physically present in class.

The programme that was launched at Kasule High School, Namusera, in Wakiso District  by the Director of Communications and Broadcasting at the Ministry of Information Communication Technology, Dr Godfrey Kibuuka,  is intended to  help reduce on the current problems of congestion, lack of academic qualifications by those who suffered from lost opportunities like orphans, social casualties and war victims and the high costs of the conventional education amidst the country’s biting poverty. Distance education is not only affordable. It is also flexible and accessible and should be embraced.

Economy
Ugandans richer - UBOS research (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/671258 

THE welfare of most Ugandans has improved in the past few years, the Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) executive director has said, reports Alice Kiingi. 

Male Mukasa, however, said the improvement was not reflected in the north and north-east. 

“No attempt has been made to analyse the causes of the variations in the regional trends other than instability in the north, ecological and distant location factors,” he said at the launch of a report: “Spartial trends of poverty and inequality in Uganda 2002/05” in Kampala. 

The report was based on the 2002 Uganda Population and Housing census and the 2005/06 Uganda National Household survey. Mukasa said poverty levels were highest in Busoga, Paliisa and Mbale. 

variations in poverty and income inequality over the years has risen growing concern as to the trends in resource allocation, especially in the north and north-east indicating that some areas benefit more from the budgetary allocation while others are left behind,” Dr. Joanne Bosworth, the social development advisor of Department for International Development (DFID), said.
AfDB doubles funds to Uganda (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671275 

THE African Development Bank (ADB) has doubled its funds to Uganda in a move to accelerate development. 

According to the investment state minister, Prof. Ssemakula Kiwanuka, the bank last year increased funding from $465m (about sh866b) to $996m (about sh2 trillion). 

Kiwanuka was opening a five-day workshop on the performance of projects funded by the bank at the Imperial Royale Hotel in Kampala. 

Established in 1964, the bank provides direct loans to African states to promote economic and social development on the continent. 

Kiwanuka said the increase in funding was a clear testimony of the growing working relationship between the Government and the bank. 

He said the money was being used to fund health, education, transport and energy projects. 

A total of $119m (about sh226b) will be used to upgrade the Nyakahita-Ibanda-Fort Portal road, while $56m (about sh109b) will go to the improvement of urban markets and trade across the country, he said. 

Other projects include the Kampala water and sanitation project, agriculture infrastructure improvement and rural electrification. 

Kiwanuka commended the bank for its support in the eradication of poverty and the improvement of the standard of living. 

Asaph Nuwagira, a bank official in charge of agriculture and rural development, said the sh2 trillion funding would run up to 2010. 

“The focus is on the development of infrastructure like water systems, class-rooms, rural markets and rural feeder roads,” he said. 
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