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Joint Operations Against LRA

Odhiambo’s wife captured (New Vision)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7885885.stm 

THE wife of LRA’s second-in-command Okot Odhiambo has been captured. 

The woman was yesterday rushed to the theatre at the tactical base of the joint forces in Dungu, DR Congo to remove the bullets lodged in her body in a fire exchange. 

The unidentified woman was captured along with eight other women fighters over the weekend. Among them was wife of former commander Samuel Opio, who was repatriated to Uganda last week. 

One of the two wives of LRA leader Joseph Kony, who reported to the allied forces at Biebie-Alala in Sokure last week, was over the weekend flown to Dungu for interrogation. 

Odhiambo’s wife is, however, yet to give information of her husband’s whereabouts and whether he is ready to surrender. 

“For Odhiambo’s wife, we are yet to talk to her because she is injured,” said Capt Deo Akiiki, the spokesperson of the operation code-named Lightning Thunder. 

Akiiki re-affirmed reports that Kony and his fighters were holed up in a swamp in the Garamba jungle, in a stretch of about 100km, from Doruma to the border of the Central African Republic. 

“However, the concentration of LRA fighters is more at the CAR border and northwest of Nabanga, at the Southern Sudan border,” he said. 

Akiiki added that more troops were being deployed to search for the elusive rebel leader, now on the run following sustained pressure from the joint forces comprising the armies of Uganda, Congo and Southern Sudan. 

Earlier, two rebel commanders Ogwen and Kony’s deputy Odhiambo had indicated interest to surrender. A safe passage was created for them but they failed to turn up at the rendezvous near the Congolese border. 

Kony, Odhiambo and Ongwen are wanted at The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Is Khartoum still helping LRA's Kony? (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7885885.stm 

The Lord's Resistance Army, once a Ugandan group, has driven tens of thousands from their homes in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan since it launched a campaign of terror at Christmas. 

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) estimates that by the end of January 130,000 Congolese and at least 10,000 Sudanese had been forced to flee. 

In addition, the UNHCR reports that an LRA attack on the Congolese town of Aba, population 100,000, resulted in almost the entire population evacuating the town. 

It believes that 5,000 have already crossed into Sudan at the town of Lasu. 

See map of LRA attacks

This pattern of attacks, all along a 300km (186-mile) stretch of the Sudan-Congo border, follows a co-ordinated offensive against the LRA late in 2008. 

On 14 December the forces of three countries - Uganda, Sudan and Congo - attacked LRA bases in Congo.
It was an attempt to kill as many of the LRA as possible and shatter the movement's command structure. 

But the operation was hampered by poor co-ordination and the dense forests in this region - ideal cover for guerrilla forces. 

Renewed brutality 

According to Capt Deo Akiiki of the Ugandan Army, these operations resulted in almost 50 fighters being captured and more than 150 killed.
The LRA responded as it had done in March 2002, when the Ugandan army launched a massive military offensive, named Operation Iron Fist, against the LRA bases in South Sudan, with the agreement of the government in Khartoum. 

In 2002 LRA leader Joseph Kony split up his forces, before bringing them together again and crossing back into Uganda to carry out attacks on civilians on a scale and a brutality not seen since 1995 to 1996. 

In December 2008 the LRA repeated this tactic, dividing into small units, some as few as five or six men. 

These units launched a series of attacks on an unprecedented scale in towns and villages across northern Congo and South Sudan. 

The UN and humanitarian agencies estimate the rebels have slaughtered some 900 civilians since Christmas. 

Villages along the border are now empty as people have fled before the LRA atrocities, which have included tying groups of women together before smashing their skulls and killing babies with heated machetes. 

'Strategic slaughter' 

One man who witnessed a Christmas Day massacre by the LRA at a Catholic church in Doroma, a town on the border of DR Congo, recalls how the rebels pounced as worshippers gathered for a festive dinner. 

"The LRA had guns, but they did not use them," Isador Bashima said. "They used machetes and swords.
"I went with my aunt and uncle. Both of them were killed. 

"When I saw the enemies surround us I automatically ran and escaped. I was really very sorry, but I could not stand any longer." 

The LRA attacks on ordinary civilians are not simply random acts of brutality, but form part of a concerted strategy. 

Firstly, the LRA is too weak to directly stand up to the armies now confronting it. 

Reports suggest the rebels may have as few as 1,000 trained soldiers, with the rest made up of children who have been forced into the movement. 

Attacking villages proves the LRA is still a viable organisation and puts pressure on Sudan and Congo to return to the negotiating table. 

But there is a second - possibly more important - reason for the killings. 

It ties up soldiers in attempting to defend the civilians, reducing the number pursuing Kony and his men across the vast area in which they are operating. 

'Clandestine support' 

According to UN humanitarian envoy John Holmes, the LRA has scattered across 15,000 square miles (40,000 sq km) of dense forests and plains, five times the area they operated in before the offensive.
This includes parts of the Central African Republic. 

The border area is now heavily militarised - Congolese on one side and the Sudanese on the other. 

They are supported by two brigades of Ugandan troops, around 6,000 strong, which have helicopters at their disposal. 

But the government of this region believes the LRA is only able to continue its offensive with outside support. 

The deputy governor of the South Sudanese state of Western Equatoria, Col Joseph Ngere, told the BBC that in his view elements in the Sudanese government in Khartoum were supporting the LRA, as they had in the past. 

"He had Khartoum's government support in the 1980s," said Col Ngere. "And I think that continues."
"There are elements that still, clandestinely support the Kony movement. I don't have evidence, but this is my belief." 

What sort of man is Joseph Kony? 

Col Ngere was on the South Sudanese team negotiating with the LRA over nearly two years, and is one of only a handful of people who know the elusive rebel leader. 

"Kony is a cool person and looks like a normal human being," Col Ngere said. "When you meet him there is nothing about him that makes you think he is a murderer.
"But his mind is destabilised. He is not consistent, and changes the course of any discussion very rapidly. He is suspicious of everyone. 

"Kony thinks that the strategy of killing civilians will put pressure on the government of South Sudan reopen peace talks. 

"He has much to gain from this strategy. During the talks Kony gets free food and money. His wives and children are transported from Uganda to come and see him. He gets recognition. That is what he wants." 

The view that Khartoum's hand is behind the LRA attacks is shared by many South Sudanese troops - an indication of the deep mistrust between North and South Sudan. 

The one force in the area that is not involved in this conflict is the United Nations Mission in Sudan (Unmis). 

Its mission is to support the implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement that ended the North-South war. 

But the head of Southern Sudanese forces in Western Equatoria, Brig Gen Deng Rok Dit, is critical of the Unmis role. 

"Kony is a regional problem and an international problem. He is a terrorist," says the brigadier. "Unmis is not helping us at all. They are not even giving us intelligence. Nothing."

UN increases humanitarian aid to LRA affected people in South Sudan (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article30183 

The UN humanitarian regional coordinator said efforts are going on the bring assistance to Sudanese displaced and Congolese refugees in Central and Western Equatoria states.

As result of attacks by the Ugandan rebels (Lord’s Resistance Army) in the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo some 7000 refugees have recently arrived in Lasu, west of Yei to join the 10000 who already arrived in Central and west Equatoria.

Also some 28929 Sudanese IDPs have been affected by the LRA attacks in the region.

To face this deteriorating humanitarian situation the WPF distributed during January and February 181mt of emergency food to 11685 refugees and IDPs in the two states. Since October 2008, some 16182 people received food and the total of the distributed aid reached 301mt.

A further 160 mt has been dispatched for distribution to 15,274 refugees and IDPs during this coming week.

The UN Deputy Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Southern Sudan, Ms. Lise Grande says that the UN is doing its utmost to provide the much-needed food relief and non-food items to assist the affected population.

From January to February this year, essential Non Food Items (NFIs) and Emergency Shelter materials were dispatched and distributed by UNICEF (ECHO-donated) Oxfam, IOM, Danish Refugee Council, ICRC and UNHCR to serve 4,046 households (20,230 individuals) in Central and Western Equatoria. 

Northern Uganda

Explosive kills 3 children in Adjumani (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Explosive_kills_3_children_in_Adjumani_79986.shtml 

Three children died on the spot when an explosive went off at Bamure village, Lajopi Parish in Adjumani Township over the weekend.

Two of the children killed were brothers.

The police identified the victims as Akim Ramadhan 5, Ilal Ramadhan 7, all pupils of Uganda Kindergarten and Tuno Ezabin 12, of Gift Education Centre Primary School. They were buried in a mass grave at Abirichaku Muslim cemetery. 

Adjumani District Police Commander Charles Sebambulide said the police are investigating the origin of the grenade.

The police suspect that the children could have picked the grenade from a nearby garage at Bamure residential area and tried to open it using a knife.

“In the process of opening it, the device exploded killing the three on spot. Ramadhan and Akim were hit badly in the stomach and forehead while Arubaku, who was holding the grenade, had his hand cut off and his head shattered,” said Ms Judith Nabakooba, the police spokesperson.

This is the third recent incident in which people are killed by devices suspected to be grenades.

Late last year, two metal -scrap dealers in Kisenyi, Kampala were killed by explosives while melting it in their forge. Another incident happened in Zana, a Kampala suburb. 

Mr Sebambulide appealed to the parents to be vigilant whenever they see their children holding strange metals because they may be explosives.

He said police is considering aggressive programme to sensitise pupils about the dangers of picking strange gadgets in schools. 

See Also:

Grenade kills three kids (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/671686 
Kitgum district lacks water (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/671685 

ELEVEN villages in Namokora sub-county in Kitgum district are facing a water shortage after the streams and some boreholes dried up during the dry season. 

The locals said there was risk of disease outbreak in the areas where the internally displaced persons were returning. 

They attributed the problem to the absence of civil servants at their duty stations in the villages. 

“Action should be taken against civil servants who are frustrating Government programmes,” Dominic Odokonyero said. 

The residents made the remarks while meeting the state minister for international relations, Henry Okello Oryem. 

He urged the district leaders to warn the civil servants, saying they can be dismissed and replaced by fresh graduates. 

Peace in northern Uganda offers huge dividends for banking sector (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business_power/Peace_in_northern_Uganda_offers_huge_dividends_for_banking_sector_79964.shtml 

It all started deep in the jungles of South Sudan, when Joseph Kony disclosed his readiness to talk peace during an exclusive interview with Jonah Fisher, a renowned BBC journalist.

“I cannot prick the eye of my own brother. I want peace,” the elusive Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader said then, dismissing critics who accused him of killing his own kinsmen.

Kony’s comments made headlines in media houses around the world and were preceded by the Juba peace talks, which for the first time in two decades ushered in a lull of peace across the greater north. In spite of Kony’s repeated failures to sign a final peace accord, northern Uganda is without doubt returning to normalcy.

Business Power has conducted a study of how the newfound peace will impact the local population, focusing on the great influx of banks to the war-battered region since last year.

Property developers, hoteliers, wholesalers, retailers and other service providers have all made their way to the regional capital, Gulu. 

The hustle and the bustle is clearly visible as tracks laden with merchandise headed for Southern Sudan roar across the town.

Dinkas from Southern Sudan sip sodas leisurely at a car park nestled along Dr. Aliker Road, as they watch their goods being loaded into the Fuso Lorries almost daily. Banks including Crane, Barclays, DFCU, Standard Chartered, Orient, Fina and KCB have opened branches in Gulu to take advantage of the boom in trade.

“Usually in the aftermath of a war, a lot of money is poured to reconstruct the infrastructure that could have been damaged by the warlords,” said Mr Sam Katwere, assistant communications director for the Bank of Uganda. 

Mr Katwere attributes the growing number of banks to the trade now booming along the Juba-Southern Sudan corridor.

“I was at the Standard Charted Bank the other day and I found out that the ATM machine operates in both English and Arabic,” noted Mr Katwere. 

Executive director of Kenya Commercial Banks, Nok Bwonditi says his company wants to create a link between the two East African countries. 

“Our customers in Southern Sudan have been pressing us to open a branch in Arua, Lira, Kitgum and Gulu. As you know, a lot of money is being poured in Southern Sudan in terms of reconstructions, but all the money finds its way to northern Uganda through trade and people who come to do shopping,” Mr Bwonditi said.

Mr Bwonditi added that there are already dynamic economic activities including small market enterprise institutions and agro-processing activities that companies such as Dunavan and Mukwano are carrying out in partnership with KCB. 

But northern communities still face the major challenge of finding start-up capital for businesses and accessing bank loans.

Gulu Resident District Commissioner Col. Walter Ochora says it’s important for district land boards to speed up the process of giving locals land titles, which they could use as collateral for loans.

Ochora said plans are under way to have a vibrant economy in Gulu: “We want the petrol stations, hospitals and other businesses to operate 24 hours to boost the economy.”

Noah Opwonya, chairman of the National Chamber of Commerce, said Gulu is now wide open for business. He estimates that at least 300 to 500 trucks cross the border with Southern Sudan every week, and says he envisions a time when Acholiland may once again become the bread basket of Uganda. 

“Upland rice is one of our major crops and with people now going back to the villages I think we can soon be selling it back to the World Food Programme, and why not the Middle East and Europe—it’s organic after all” he said. 

Mr Opwonya explains that since most farmers in the region are still rebuilding their homes from the ruin caused by two decades of insurgency, it is important that the financial institutions support them by hiring out farm implements like tractors to facilitate commercial farming. 

Francis Agaba, a timber dealer, says the new banks are a relief to him. “When I first came to Gulu in 2006 there were only two banks, but right now I hold three accounts in different banks. When one bank is busy I switch to the next one to save time,” Mr Agaba said.

Mr Agaba, who supplies Kitgum, Gulu and Pader with timber, says business is growing at an impressive rate. “Two years ago, I used to supply 20 or 30 trucks a week, but now I supply 40 to 50 trucks,” he said.

But some of the north’s economic boom is facing controversy. Harsh arguments have broken out between locals, Acholi leaders and the government over plans to establish a sugarcane plantation and factory in the oil-rich Amuru District, home to some of the region’s most fertile land.

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
World Vision to distributed food to K’jongs (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/World_Vision_to_distributed_food_to_K_jongs_79977.shtml
Charity organisation, World Vision has launched a food distribution drive in Karamoja region to feed 450,000 hungry people. 

At least 50,208 metric tonnes of relief food, valued at $16.6(about Shs30b) will be given out to people in Kaabong, Kotido and Abim districts, World Vision said in a statement yesterday. 

Some one million Karimojongs are facing hunger and starvation, largely resulting from failed rains and poor crop harvests over the last three years.

“We are very concerned about the state of children in north eastern Uganda, especially those in the Karamoja region,’’ said Ms Rudo Kwaramba, World Vision’s national director. 

“Mothers have been forced to travel long distances to find work in exchange for food, leaving children behind who in some cases are fending for themselves. These children cannot wait for food prices to go down or for rain to fall. They need support,’’ she said.

A rapid assessment by World Vision revealed that more than two thirds of families in Karamoja region are spending less on health care, education and agricultural inputs like seeds, in order to pay for food. 
Former IDPs resist eviction by UWA (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/671680 

THE former Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who were resettled in Angisa village in Magoro sub-county, Katakwi district have vowed not to evacuate the land that is being claimed by the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA). 

This follows a recent standoff between UWA officials and the residents over reports of a plan to relocate them. 

Over 563 households of the Itongot clan say they are the rightful owners of the land, which they inherited from their forefathers. 

“We were born here. This is our land, which we left temporarily because of insecurity after the Government failed to protect us from the Karimojong cattle rustlers,” said Erisama Angiro. 

Angiro said he was 20 years old when Pian Upe, 28 miles away, was gazetted as a game reserve. 

“We are not after compensation. If the Government considers animals more important than human beings, then let them be taken to more important places,” said Amelenia Amonot, a resident. 

The LC1 chairperson for Angisa, Hassan Okwi, said a reserve was not a priority. 

The district vice-chairperson, Margaret Ikuklot, said the move was contradicting the Government’s resettlement plan. 

The Katakwi LC5 boss, John Robert Ekongot, said the move would displace 1,000 people. 

“We took the state minister for tourism, Serapio Rukundo, to Angisa, but he has never given us feedback. It is time for the people to start clearing land for cultivation. What does he expect us to do?” Ekongot asked. 

Residents said the Government was plotting to grab land in the parishes of Alengo, Agereger, Amaido, Amase, Angisa, Okibui and Alereituk. 

Mt. Elgon conservation area manager Adonia Bintoora said when Angisa was gazetted by an Act of Parliament in 1964, there were people in the area, but they were allowed to grow only cotton.

Health 
Uganda yet to approve new anti malarial (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_yet_to_approve_new_anti_malarial_79976.shtml 

It may take a while before children in Uganda can access a new child friendly anti-malarial drug that was launched in Africa yesterday.

While over 15 African countries including neighbouring Kenya, Tanzania and DR Congo are using the drug, Uganda’s National Drug Authority is yet to approve the use of Coartem Dispersible. The new drug is a unique, child-friendly, sweet-tasting, dispersible formulation of the parent drug Coartem, containing artemether and lumefantrine.

The NDA Spokesperson, Mr Fred Ssekyana, said yesterday that his organisation was still in the process of registering the drug produced by the Swiss firm, Novartis and the non-governmental organisation Medicines for Malaria Venture.

“This is something to do with life and more so lives of children. NDA needs to take all the required standard tests before registering any drug for use in this country,” said Mr Ssekyana.

“We can’t just subject a generation of children to a new drug without analysing it first. Some business people dealing in pharmaceuticals have always accused us of sabotage but the work of NDA is to register medicines after satisfactory tests,” he said.

Although malaria is both preventable and curable, Ministry of Health statistics indicate that the disease kills 320 Ugandans every day most of them pregnant women and children under five.

“Getting babies to take bitter malaria medicines is always difficult, but now mothers in Africa can easily give their children a sweet tasting and effective cure which will save their lives,” Dr Chris Hentschel, CEO of MMV said.

Leukemia patients treated with arsenic, vitamin A (Reuters)

http://uk.reuters.com/article/healthNewsMolt/idUKTRE51F4RX20090216 

Doctors appear to have safely and successfully treated patients with cancer of the blood and bone marrow with a combination of arsenic and vitamin A, according to long-term study in China.

In an article published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, the doctors said they prescribed the regimen to 85 patients and monitored them for an average of 70 months.

Of these, 80 patients went into complete remission and the researchers did not find any associated long-term problems in their heart or lungs and there was no development of secondary cancers.

"Two years after their treatment, the patients had arsenic blood and urine levels well below safety limits, and only slightly higher than controls," they wrote.

"The treatment was effective ... and worked better than either drug given alone."

The authors recommended that the treatment be given to patients with blood and bone marrow cancer, or acute promyelocytic Leukemia.

While vitamin A is regarded by some experts as a viable treatment, this is the first time that its use has been monitored for such an extended period of time.

Since the 18th century, arsenic compounds have been used as medicines to treat certain ailments. The US Food and Drug Administration approved it for the treatment of people with blood and bone marrow cancer in 2000. 
Agriculture & Livelihoods

Bushenyi battles banana disease (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Bushenyi_battles_banana_disease_79983.shtml 

Bushenyi District farmers are worried about the rate at which banana bacterial wilt that has left many plantations cut down, is spreading.

In Nyabubare Sub-county, some farmers have already lost acres of banana plantations which have been cut down to check the spread of the disease. 

Residents are helplessly waiting for the government to come to their rescue and provide them with support to kick out the disease, which is choking plantations at the time when a banana processing industry is being constructed in the district.

According to Mr Daniel Ruterahururu, the LC1 chairman Itaaza cell in Nyabubare Sub-county, residents have tried to cut down the affected banana plants but the disease has persisted and continued to spread.

“We are confused,” Mr Ruterahururu told Daily Monitor on Friday. “We do not have money to buy the pesticides and we don’t even know what to use because the government has not come out to tell us (farmers) what could be the drug to apply.” 

He said district leaders, including the Cao have held several meetings in the area with farmers but they have not provided them with a tangible solution.

Some farmers have mobilised themselves to cut and bury affected plants but the fight might not be effective, according to the residents.

The district agriculture officer, Ms Jenninah Tumushabe, called upon local council leaders to be vigilant and monitor the spread of the disease.

Ms Tumushabe also explained that some farmers are stubbornly refusing to uproot the affected plants which she said it has also hindered the fight against the disease.

She revealed the disease has so far spread to about 21 out of the 29 sub counties in the district. 

Mr Monday Rwanga, an officer in the district’s production sector said, they have resolved to handle the disease as an ‘epidemic’.

“Some farmers confessed to having been overwhelmed because they remove the affected stems, bury them but the disease reappears and new ones get infected faster than their readiness to remove them,” Mr Rwanga added.

The deputy RDC said heads of families who are sabotaging the fight against the disease will be arrested.

Mr Nickson Kabuye, made the threats on Saturday while addressing residents of Rwanja parish in Mutara Sub- County.
Rice farm to be revived (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/671687 

DOKOLO - The Government has set aside sh3b for the reconstruction of Olweny Rice Scheme Irrigation Project in Agwata sub-county. It had been dormant for the last five years. The move follows a visit by the area MP, Felix Okot Ogong, to the site. The machinery like tractors, water pumps and rice threshers had been vandalised. Animals were also being grazed on the farm.

Nebbi gets six multi-purpose tractors (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/671683 

THE Government has given six new multi-purpose tractors to six groups in Nebbi district under the Prosperity-for-All programme. 

The groups are Jonam Youth Forum, Abongo Womens’ Group in Jonam county, Nebbi Town Women Poultry Association, Parombo Youth Development Association in Padyere county, Paidha Boda Boda Youth Development Association and Bongo-Acel Womens’ Group in Okoro county. 

The micro-finance state minister, Gen. Salim Saleh, who handed over the tractors to the beneficiaries, urged them to utilise the machines to contribute to sustainable economic growth. 

The 285 horsepower tractors can be used for cultivation, maize milling, rice hurling, thermal power generation for agro-processing, irrigation and opening of access roads. 

Saleh said with the help of the already established Savings and Credit Cooperative societies, individuals could acquire loans and use the tractors to increase agricultural output. 

The resident district commissioner, Betty Adima, appealed to residents to use the tractors as a unifying factor. 

She said the tractors could be hired by anyone irrespective of political affiliation. 

The opposition member of Parliament for Padyere county, David Ringecan, said time for politicking had passed and it was now time for accountability to the people. 

He urged the recipients to use the inputs to increase food production for both local markets and neighbouring Southern Sudan. 

His remarks attracted cheers and calls from the gathering, urging him to cross over to the Movement Government. 

The machines were supplied to the Ministry of Finance by UGIRAN, a subsidiary of the National Enterprise Corporation. 

The district LC5 chairman, John Paskal Wapokrwa and Okoro county MP, also energy state minister, Simon D’ujanga attended.
Naads; a case of too many cooks (Daily Monitor – EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Naads_a_case_of_too_many_cooks_79978.shtml 

The major affliction Naads has faced is its ever changing face to meet the political targets of the powers that be. Failure to stick to agreed game plans is what has suffocated this scheme

A report from the Auditor General’s office which has just been made public indicates that about 63 per cent of resources injected into training and other advisory services conducted by the National Agriculture Advisory Services (Naads) could be going to waste.

The value-for-money audit shows that most farmers believe they are unlikely to gain much from the programme whose primary aim was to re-invigorate agricultural production. According to the farmers, most of the training offered is theoretical and irrelevant.

Naads boss Silim Nahdy has conceeded that the first phase of the multi-billion scheme has had its fair share of hiccups and has promised to up his game in the second phase; however, we need to ask why a well-intentioned plan could end up so miserably. The major affliction Naads has faced is its ever changing face to meet the political targets of the powers that be. Failure to stick to agreed game plans is what has suffocated this scheme.

When Naads was launched in 2001, some of its immediate results – other weaknesses of the programme not withstanding – were visible and it was applauded in several quarters as a remarkable initiative. 

However, the wheels started falling off when attempts were made to move the programme to the finance ministry as a component of President Museveni’s pet project, the Prosperity-for-All (Bonna Bagaggawale) scheme.

Eventually, as he sought to re-focus the programme,

President Museveni halted the release of the funds for Naads on September 10, 2007. Mr Museveni said this was to allow Cabinet to review the programme to address the challenges and shortcomings for more efficient implementation and maximise farm level earnings in line with the aspirations of Bonna Bagaggawale. 

But even before the Naads team rolls out the second phase of the programme, President Museveni is already calling the shots again.

In a January 30 letter to Agriculture Minister Hillary Onek, he literally gave directions on how the plan should be implemented. This begs the question: Is the President’s view in line with the work plans put in place by the technocrats?

The President’s directive has already sent panic among implementers of the programme. And that is where the problem lies; in a bid to meet the political expectations, implementers of Naads could sacrifice its original plan.
Farming is our gold (New Vision – EDITORIAL)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/671660 

For long, like a preacher in the wilderness, President Museveni has laboured to spread the gospel of value-added farming and now international happenings bare him out. With the worldwide economic recession, individual and institutional expenditure have been hit but one thing that will continue to be on high demand is food. 

Regionally, we are already experiencing shortfalls in food supply. Kenya is faced with an acute shortage of maize and Malawi has banned exportation of their maize. This increased regional demand for food is an opportunity for Ugandan farmers to invest more time and resources in commercial food production. 

In the past weeks, the New Vision has published 19 profiles of successful farmers under the Harvest Money series. The stories have highlighted ordinary determined, hard working and resilient Ugandans who have made it against the odds. 

Uganda’s natural gift is her weather and fertile soils. Very few countries in the world are lucky to have two rainy seasons a year and two annual seasons of crop like Uganda. However many Ugandans remain jobless as vast expanses of land are left unutilised because farming is despised or considered to be very tedious. 

Indeed their fears are not entirely baseless; Many farmers have in the past, lost money because of lack of strategy and clear guidance in Agriculture. It is also necessary to review our education system so that our schools and colleges produce graduates with mindsets that recognise the treasure in the farmland. 

The ministries of Agriculture, Education and all stakeholders should strengthen campaigns geared to returning Ugandans to the farmland. This campaigns can only bear fruit if it does not stop at lip service. Extension workers need better facilitation to follow the masses to the farms rather than remain at their desks. 

In addition, there is need for government intervention to improve access to manageable farm loans, transport, and other infrastructure so markets are more accessible.

Economy / Global Credit Crisis

World Bank injects $100m for rural electrification (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business_power/World_Bank_injects_100m_for_rural_electrification_79957.shtml 

Government’s plan to extend power to rural Ugandans is shaping up after World Bank doubled funding this year towards rural electrification.

The Rural Electrification Agency (REA), custodian of the programme, has already secured $60 million of the $100 million from the World Bank. 

REA executive director Mr Geofrey Turyahikayo said the money was to finance the second phase of the programme having earlier acquired $50 million.

“The fund has been doubled basing on the progress of the programme. We hope to cover most parts of the country this year especially eastern and northern Uganda,” he said in an interview.

This comes at a time when government is resuming the programme having halted it in some areas as a result of the energy crisis that saw resources diverted into thermal generation.

Mr Turyahikayo said this was a major boost to their medium term goal to connect 400,000 homes representing about 10 per cent of the rural homes drive by 2012 at a cost of $500 million. 

The 2007 statistics from REA indicate that rural coverage stands at only 4 per cent and the governments has set 2035, the year to have achieved universal coverage.
CEOs summit on today (New Vision)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/CEOs_summit_on_today_80001.shtml 

Business leaders are today converging in Kampala to discuss how Uganda can insulate itself against the secondary effects of the global financial crisis.

The summit dubbed “Global financial crunch: Mitigating the ripple effect”, will bring together all business leaders to share views on the best approaches to quell the storm. 

As the effects of the financial crisis reach Africa, Uganda, whose economy depends on donor funding, is also expected to experience its effects.

Mr Peter Kimbowa, the Managing Partner of Institute of Financial Empowerment, said, “The Summit is important because it will help in shaping Uganda’s response to the crisis that is right now consuming the energies of most business and political leaders alike”.

“As the leaders of our time, we should not sit down and lament about what has befallen us or how gloomy the future looks.

But rather, this is the time to gather energy and courage to learn the lessons from all the mistakes. And be able to forge a new foundation because we all don’t know how deep or long-lasting the crisis will be,” he said. 

“We hope to re-emphasise the fact that going forward, all businesses have to reinvent themselves- know the time to be and remain speedy, flexible and adapt to change,” he said.

Notable speakers at the summit will include, the Central Bank Governor Prof. Emmanuel Mutebile, IMF Country Representative, Mr Abebe Aemro Selassie, URA Commissioner General, Allen Kagina, Umeme MD Paul Mare and AIG Uganda MD, Alex Wanjohi among others.
Uganda has always needed a stimulus package for growth (Daily Monitor – OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business_power/Uganda_has_always_needed_a_stimulus_package_for_growth_79949.shtml 

Fredrick Masiga

President Barack Obama had a lucky week after the US Senate passed a $789 billion stimulus bill to usher optimism for American citizens that help is after all on the way.

He put his job on the line on Tuesday last week and candidly told his countrymen that if they didn’t feel he had led the country in the “right direction, then you’ll have a new president.”

Obama is under pressure to revive the US economy amid job losses that surpassed one million in December alone last year.

As Mr Obama spoke in Florida, the Shanghai Composite Index, China’s main stock index, registered good news in several weeks after the Chinese government announced new measures to support the real estate sector – another of China’s growth drivers.

The index gained more points underlining the first glimmer of hope that China could be on course to recovery. China has been nudging its banking industry to lend more and it paid off with January bank loans showing a marked rise.

Stimulating demand is what both the US and China and all other developed countries are trying to do. During an economic recession, consumers tend to cut down on their spending or rather are forced to because they do not have adequate income to dispose, which in turn forces manufactures and suppliers to produce less; they may abandon certain operations, some businesses may close down altogether, workers get laid off and literally the economy grounds to an almost halt. The key dynamic for growth therefore is keeping up aggregate demand, which in turn is reason for continued production, industrial expansion and more jobs.

Governments can reverse recessions by injecting huge sums of cash to resuscitate the financial system; banks begin to lend as the case in China has shown in the last few weeks. More credit means demand begins to sprout.

Uganda has been on the sidelines of the financial crisis debate with officials zigzagging over the issue possibly for political posturing rather than from professional conviction whether the economy will suffer a post credit crunch trauma.

Unlike the US and China and others that are implementing stimulus plans at this time to kick start dwindling demand, Uganda has always needed one such plan – a massive injection of funds into key sectors that will spur growth through a multiplier effect. So, the biggest challenge for Uganda and indeed poor countries is their lack of effective aggregate demand to stimulate production in all sectors.

Although Africa’s population is growing, it is a subject of severe poverty – a handicap to effective aggregate demand. That is why countries like Uganda must focus on eradicating en masse poverty.

To do so, Uganda will have to inject massive funds into two key areas; agriculture and infrastructure. There has been some miserable movement in the latter in Uganda but agriculture has been left largely to stagger on from its subsistence cradle.

The government has several programmes and projects on roads, water, health, education and energy. These provide the impetus for transformation however; the real transformation should be in agriculture.

The growth that Uganda has witnessed in the past decade has largely been on the back of a growing ‘middle class’ that President Museveni’s government has succeeded to create. This class has provided the demand that has in turn driven other sectors and industries to produce and grow. In that case, hypothetically, if greater rural Uganda were transformed to provide the kind of effective aggregate demand offered by the so called Uganda’s middle class, there would be an astronomical growth of the economy.

The challenge for Uganda and most African countries has been the failure by its leaders first; to design desirable and effective policies to guide growth and development and secondly, to allocate scarce resources profitably so that the majority of its population can earn an income that therefore creates effective demand.

fmasiga@monitor.co.ug

Cabinet Reshuffle

Reshuffle: Museveni names Janet, Awori, Jeje ministers (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/671729 

President Yoweri Museveni announced the long-awaited Cabinet reshuffle late last night, with big surprises. 

In the shake-up, Museveni dropped ministers Dr. Ezra Suruma for finance, Gen Salim Saleh (micro-finance), Ham Muliira (ICT), Maj. James Kinobe (youth), Dr. Atwooki Kasirivu (lands), Prof. Semakula Kiwanuka (investment) and Kagimu Kiwanuka for economic monitoring. 

The big new comers are First Lady Janet Museveni who is now state minister for Karamoja, Gen Jeje Odongo bounced back as state minister for defence, replacing Ruth Nankabirwa who takes over from Saleh. 

Veteran minister Syda Bbumba made history when she became Uganda’s first woman finance minister. 

A banker, Bbumba first served in energy before moving to gender. 

Another veteran female minister Hajat Janat Mukwaya moved from trade to general duties in the Prime Minister’s office. 

The other surprise appointment was veteran politician Aggrey Awori now ICT minister, MP Joseph Kakooza is now rimary health state minister, the Rev. Father Simon Lodo is state minister for industry, Asuman Kiyingi replaces Kasirivu as state minister for lands. 

The new state minister for economic monitoring is Kisira Mbuza while Jessica Alupo takes youth and children affairs. Henry Bagiire is state for agriculture. 

Kinobe, Ssemakula Kiwanuka and Kagimu Kiwanuka have been appointed ambassadors together with Mrs. Angelina Wapakhabulo and former minister Betty Akech. 

Vice-President Prof Gilbert Bukenya has retained kept his job just as Premier Apolo Nsibambi and deputy premiers Eriya Kategaya and Henry Kajura also did. Others who kept their positions are security minister Amama Mbabazi, defence minister Dr Crispus Kiyonga, foreign minister Sam Kutesa, works minister John Nasasira, attorney general Khiddu Makubuya. 

However, controversial local government minister Major General Kahinda Otafiire now becomes trade minister replacing Mukwaya. 

Gabriel Opio has been elevated to gender minister from education state minister, Adolf Mwesigye takes over local government, Daudi Migereko is Chief Whip, Hillary Onek has moved from agriculture to energy while Kabakumba Masiko is now minister for information and national guidance. Hope Mwesigye who has been state local government minister has also been elevated to powerful but delicate agriculture minister. 

But third deputy prime minister Kirunda Kivejinja has now taken over the internal affairs that became vacant after Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda was appointed permanent representative to the United Nations early this year.. 

Suruma was appointed Senior Presidential Advisor for finance and economic planning while Gen. Saleh is Senior Presidential advisor for defence and former Vice-president Dr Wandira Kazibwe bounced back as senior advisor on micro-finance. 

Other senior presidential advisors are Moses Kizige (special duties in foreign affairs), Kasirivu Atwoki (land matters) and Hamu-Mukasa Mulira (ICT).
FULL CABINET LIST (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/671730 

PRESIDENT/ COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF UPDF : MUSEVENI YOWERI KAGUTA 

VICE-PRESIDENT: BUKENYA GILBERT BALIBASEKA 

CABINET MINISTERS: 
1.Prime Minister NSIBAMBI APOLLO 
2.1st Dep. premier/ EA Affairs KATEGAYA ERIYA 
3.3rd Deputy Prime Minister/Minister of Public Service KAJURA HENRY 
4.3rd Deputy Prime Minister/Minister of Internal Affairs KIRUNDA KIVEJJINJA 
5.Security MBABAZI AMAMA 
6.Presidency WABUDEYA BEATRICE 
7.General Duties/Office of 
the Prime Minister MUKWAYA JANAT 
8.Agriculture MWESIGYE HOPE 
9.Defence KIYONGA CRISPUS 
10.Disaster Preparedness KABWEGYERE TARSIS 
11.Education BITAMAZIRE GERALDINE 
12.Energy and minerals ONEK HILLARY 
13.Inform.& Guidance KABAKUMBA MATSIKO 
14.Finance BBUMBA SYDDA 
15.Transport NASASIRA JOHN 
16.Justice & Attorney General KHIDDU-MAKUBUYA 
17.Gender and social affairs OPIO GABRIEL 
18.Trade and industry KAHINDA-OTAFIIRE 
19.Water MUTAGAMBA MARIA 
20.Lands, Housing and Urban Development OMARA ATUBO 
21.Health MALINGA STEPHEN 
22.Foreign Affairs KUTEESA SAM 
23.Communications and ICT AGGREY AWORI 
24.Local Government MWESIGYE ADOLF 
25.Minister without Portfolio HYUHA DOROTHY 
26. Government Chief Whip MIGEREKO DAUDI 

MINISTERS OF STATE: 
1. Agriculture BAGIIRE A. HENRY 
2.Fisheries MUKISA FRED 
3.Animal Industry RWAMIRAMA BRIGHT 
4. Education BAKABULINDI ChaRLES 
5.Primary education BATARINGAYA KAMANDA 
6.Higher Education MWESIGWA RUKUTANA 
7. Energy D’UJANGA SIMON 
8.Minerals LOKERIS PETER 
9.Finance (General) OMACH FRED 
10.Planning KAMUNTU EPHRAHIM 
11.Investment KAJARA ASTON 
12.Privatisation CHEKAMONDO RUKIA 
13.Micro-Finance Nankabirwa Ruth 
14.International Affairs OKELLO ORYEM 
15.Regional Affairs MUSUMBA ISAAC 
16.Gender and CultureI ISANGA LUKIA 
17.Youth and Children Affairs ALUPO JESSICA 
18.Labour OTALA EMMANUEL 
19.Elderly and Disability:MADADA SULAIMAN 
20.Health (General) NDUHUURA RICHARD 
21.Primary Health Care KAKOOZA JAMES 
22.Housing WERIKHE KAFABUSA 
23. Urban Development TIBAMANYA URBAN 
24.Economic Monitoring KISIRA M. MBEIZA 
25.Ethics and Integrity NSABA-BUTUURO 
26.Relief and Disaster ECWERU MOSES 
27.Northern Uganda WAKIKOONA DAVID 
28.Karamoja MUSEVENI JANET KATAAHA 
29.Luwero Triangle NYOMBI TEMBO 
30.Trade GAGGAWALA NELSON 
31.Industry REV FR LOKODO SIMON 
32.Tourism RUKUNDO SERAPIO 
33. Water NAMUYANGU JENIFFER 
34. Environment ERIYO JESSICA 
35.Lands KIYINGI ASUMAN 
36.Transport EJUA SIMON 
37.Works and transport BYABAGAMBI JOHN 
38.Defence ODONGO JEJE 
39.Vice President’s Office BABA JAMES 
40.Internal Affairs KASAIJA MATIA 
41.Justice & Const. Affairs RUHINDI FRED 
42.Communication (ICT) NSAMBU ALINTUMA 
43.Local Government- AHABWE PEREZ 
44.Public Service SSEZI MBAGUTA 

SENIOR PRESIDENTIAL ADVISERS 
1.Finance and Economic 
Planning - Suruma Ezra (Dr) 
2.Defence- Salim Saleh 
3.Micro-Finance Specioza Kazibwe 
4.Special Duties in foreign affairs- Kizige Moses 
5.Land Matters- Kasirivu Atwooki 
6.ICT Ham-Mukasa Mulira 

AMBASSADORS 
1.ADDIS ABABA- Katende- head & Idule Amoko deputy 
2.BERLIN Francis Butagira 
3.GENEVA Kagimu-Kiwanuka 
4.KHARTOUM Betty Akech 
5.MOSCOW James Kinobe 
6.NAIROBI Angelina Wapakhabulo 
7.NEW YORK Ruhakana Rugunda 
8.BURUNDI Matayo Kyaligonza 
9.DUBAI Semakula-Kiwanuka 
10.EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Uganda Development Corporation Dr. Balihuta
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