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Joint Operations Against LRA

US praises operation against LRA (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/671898 

The US ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo, William John Garvelink, has praised Operation Lightning Thunder. 

Garvelink on Tuesday told reporters that the ongoing joint military offensive against Joseph Kony’s LRA in the DR Congo, showed real success. 

Congolese, Ugandan and Southern Sudanese forces launched Operation Lightning Thunder on December 14, but they have so far failed to capture the elusive LRA leader. 

The US military has been criticised by humanitarian agencies for supporting a mission that, they say, was poorly planned and executed, leading to the death of hundreds of civilians. 

However, ambassador Mary Carlin Yates, the AFRICOM deputy chief said on Monday, the mid-December attack had diminished the rebel’s ability to abduct children to serve as fighters. 

“Their base, which they used to launch attacks and abduct children, was bombed,” Yates 

said. “The pressure is on.” 

Meanwhile, international human rights campaigners have called on the UN to deploy more troops in northern DR Congo to halt attacks on civilians. 

“The failure of the offensive against the rebels has allowed them to inflict retribution on civilians,” a report by Human Rights Watch said. 

More than 865 people have been brutally killed and 160 children abducted in a matter of weeks, the report said. 

“We are seeing very little protection of civilians. We have less than 300 UN peace-keepers in a humongous area, this is something like 15,000 sq km,” Anneke van Woudenberg, a senior HRW researcher, said in a statement. 

“Almost no UN peace-keepers are there. And of course the Ugandans and the Congolese who are involved in an operation against the LRA are not doing enough to protect the civilians,” she added. 

She said an additional 3,000 troops authorised for the DR Congo by the Security Council had yet to be assembled and dispatched. 

A UN refugee agency said in a report yesterday that more than 15,000 Congolese had fled to Southern Sudan since the LRA began launching attacks in the north-east DR Congo. 

“It is critical to move all the refuges away from border areas for security reasons and to facilitate distribution of aid,” the UNHCR spokesman, Ron Redmond, said. 

The LRA rebels have launched a fresh spate of attacks following the joint operation. 

Military sources said the rebels were hiding within the huge 40,000 square kilometre area of the Garamba jungles. 

They are believed to be divided into small groups. 

The difficult terrain, isolated location and chronic lack of infrastructure have hampered the hunt to capture or kill them. 

Rights body calls for more peace keepers in DRC (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Rights_body_calls_for_more_peace_keepers_in_DRC_80125.shtml 

Human Rights Watch has urged the United Nations Security Council to send additional peace keepers to northern DR Congo, where the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army, (LRA) continue their brutal attacks on civilians. 

The UN Security Council was expected to discuss the situation in Congo on Tuesday, the New York-based rights body said in a report. 

The call comes after Uganda has just renewed its stay in DR Congo in its offensive against the elusive rebels which UN has termed “catastrophic.”

The LRA attacks followed the start of a joint military operation on December 14, led by the Ugandan army, with support from the Congolese and South Sudan armies, to destroy the rebel group. 

The Ugandan army attacked the LRA headquarters in Congo’s Garamba National Park, near the border with Sudan. Following the attack, LRA forces dispersed into several groups, each of which targeted civilians. 

The 67-page report, “The Christmas Massacres: LRA Attacks on Civilians in Northern Congo,” details the slaughter of more than 865 civilians and the abduction of at least 160 children between December 24, 2008, and January 17 in the Haute Uele district of Congo. 

“It is shocking that peacekeepers authorised by the Security Council have still not arrived to help Congolese people who live in daily fear of attack,” said Anneke Van Woudenberg, senior researcher at Human Rights Watch. 

The report notes that the UN peace keeping mission in Congo, Monuc, is stretched across Congo. It had less than 3,00 peacekeepers stationed in the Haute Uele area when the attacks began, and only a few more have been added since. 

An additional 3,000 troops for Congo authorised by the UN Security Council in November have yet to arrive. 

Armed With Little but Resolve, and Defending a Hollowed Village (New York Times)

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/19/world/africa/19congo.html?_r=1&hp 

Tanzi Bakonzi, 15 and about four feet tall, was on patrol.
He stood in front of a burned-out vegetable market, wielding a rusty machete and wearing blue toenail polish.

No matter that his enemy was the Lord’s Resistance Army, one of the most brutal rebel groups on the planet.

No matter that the Lord’s Resistance Army has machine guns, mortar bombs and a penchant for crushing skulls, including those of several hundred people recently massacred around here.

“I will cut them,” Tanzi vowed.

A terrible mismatch may be shaping up in this lush, isolated patch of northeastern Congo. Thousands of teenage boys and their farmer fathers are grabbing machetes, slingshots, axes and ragtag shotguns, wading into the bush to confront a band of experienced killers. 

They bang on drums to signal to one another. They patrol at night in shifts. Already, several members of these so-called self-defense forces have been killed. And in Congo’s recent past, the advent of local militias has only led to more bloodshed and abuses.

But here, the people feel they have no choice.

“This is our land,” said Étienne Dalafada, one of the self-proclaimed militia leaders.

Mr. Dalafada and his comrades said they had been abandoned by the Congolese National Army and the United Nations peacekeepers based in Congo, who failed to stop the Lord’s Resistance Army from recently slaughtering nearly 1,000 civilians. 

The rebels are originally from Uganda but have been hiding out in a national park near Faradje for the past several years. In mid-December, the Ugandan Army, helped by a team of American military advisers and several thousand Congolese troops, tried to crush the rebels. Instead, most of the fighters escaped and vented their rage on villages nearby.

Faradje, a town with an ends-of-the-earth feel and about 25,000 people, seems to be sleep-walking through a new, violent reality. The mud streets where people used to sell cassava and cigarettes are, one by one, becoming deserted. The few children around stick to their huts. The rebels bludgeoned to death Faradje’s one doctor. They ransacked the police station and the market. They slaughtered around 150 people and kidnapped more than 200, mostly the young.

So far, Mary Yebiye Siro has been one of the only ones to escape. She said she was 22 but she looked more like 16, with a smooth face and trembling lips.

She shared her story on the porch of an old red-roofed school with faint hints of Faradje’s better days. This area used to be an agricultural hub, where Belgians, Greeks and Lebanese traded in coffee and cotton hauled across this mammoth country through a network of rivers and barges. In some towns, you can still see the names of the old Greek merchants chiseled into abandoned buildings beginning their slow, inexorable slide toward the jungle floor. 

“They took me on Christmas,” Mrs. Yebiye said. Several dozen villagers squeezed around. Her story was one of the first inside accounts of the rebel army Faradje had ever heard.

She said the rebels had dreadlocks and wild eyes. They believed in witchcraft and dabbed themselves with palm oil. They marched in seemingly endless circles, often through elephant grass as high as their heads, but never seemed to get lost. Sometimes, they liked to dance.

“The rebels would eat their marijuana and turn up their radios in the middle of the jungle,” she said. “If you didn’t dance with them, you got killed.”

It is stories like these that have sent the farmers and the other civilians out on loosely organized search-and-destroy missions. But in mid-January, in a village not far from here, it did not work out so well. Some farmers crossed paths with a band of rebel fighters, Mr. Dalafada said. The rebels killed four farmers and fled.

Human rights groups have said the Ugandan-led offensive against the rebels was poorly planned because villages should have been protected by proper soldiers, not boys armed with farm implements. Military officials have acknowledged that the offensive did not go as intended. But several said the attack had weakened the rebels, destroyed their support base and put them on the run in unforgiving terrain.

“Nature will eat them,” said Lt. Col. Jean-Paul Dietrich, a spokesman for the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Congo.

Perhaps. But Mrs. Yebiye described the rebel fighters as very adept in the bush, surviving off little food and filthy water. They had many phones and radios, she said. There have even been recent reports of rebels captured with night-vision goggles.

One night toward the end of January, the men who kidnapped her stopped near a village. The fighters, who spoke a different language than she did, gestured to Mrs. Yebiye to wait. They were apparently hunting for more children. Throughout their 20 years of brutalizing, the Lord’s Resistance Army has become notorious for many things. But kidnapping children and turning them into porters, sex slaves and killing machines seems to be their special form of cruelty — though children now seem to be getting involved on all sides of this conflict.

Mrs. Yebiye said she heard voices speaking Lingala, the local tongue. She looked around, saw no rebels and dashed toward a cluster of huts. She does not remember who took her in. Eventually, she was brought to a Congolese army camp and put on a truck back to Faradje.

As she finished her tale, one woman rushed in from the fields, sobbing. She hugged Mrs. Yebiye tight and said, “I didn’t think she would ever come back.”

From the thick silence that enveloped the crowd, it seemed that nobody else did either.

Karamoja 
Residents reap food as peace returns to Karamoja (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/579/671813 

THEY are dreaded for their fierceness and vicious raids on the neighbouring regions of Teso, Acholi and Lango. But these raids have come at a cost for the Karimojong as Karamoja is the poorest and least developed region in the country. 

Karamoja has been facing a food crisis attributed to insecurity in the region, including cattle rustling. 

But, following the Government’s intervention to disarm the Karimojong warriors, relative peace has returned to the area, prompting World Vision, an international NGO, and the Word Food Programme to set up base in the region. 

Faced with starvation, about 450,000 people in the districts of Abim, Kotido and Kaabong will receive food aid from World Vision. Moroto and Nakapiripirit will be covered by another partner organisation. 

Paul Kunuthia, the World Vision global emergency food aid specialist, said the food aid project would see a total of 970,000 people from the districts of Kotido, Kaabong, Moroto, Nakapiripirit and Abim get food until October when the next harvest is expected. 

“We are talking of close to 90 metric tonnes of food worth over $64m (sh124b) to meet the demands of this starving population,” he says. He adds that once water problems are addressed, households will be given emergency seeds and tools to revive crop production. 

Hundreds of Dodoth women, children and men waited calmly as the first food distribution kicked off at Lolelia Trading Centre in Lolelia sub-county, Kaabong district last week. 

“We have waited for this day for long. We have been feeding on wild fruits, plants and ants,” said 67-year-old Ochelum. “If you are old, sick and tired and have no hope of getting food, life becomes useless. Today we can afford to smile. 

” 

To many in Lolelia where the distribution kicked off, however, the rations, comprising of maize grain, beans and cooking oil, were just a drop in the ocean. They used to grow sorghum, but the prolonged dry spell that has lasted over three years led to a poor harvest and massive food shortage. 

“I do not remember when I last had a meal. Perhaps two weeks ago. We struggle to get what to eat,” said Rose Atim of Alerek sub-county in Abim district. 

Atim is one of the many women who head households while most men spend months away from home in search of water and pasture for their cattle. 

“We believe Karamoja can develop. We want to help the region become self-reliant in food production,” said Aggrey Mugisha, World Vision’s communication manager. 

For the next 12 months, World Vision will distribute over 50 tonnes of food worth $16.6m (sh3.2b) to the Karimojong in Abim, Kotido and Kaabong. Mugisha said this was part of the long term plan for the region. “Food distribution is just a short term plan. We want to create social and economic change in Karamoja,” he said. 

The Abim district chairperson, Norman Ochero, however, said food relief alone would not bring food security to the region. “This food is welcome, but it will only last a short time. We need to engage in agriculture so that we can start producing our own food,” he said. 

Samson Lokeris, the Kotido district chief, said the intervention was meant to help the Karimojong stand on their own.“The people of Karamoja must be empowered to feed themselves if they are to develop,” he said. 

Even as the relief food trickled in, women in Kaabong expressed fear that the warriors would strike and take the food. “It is us who struggle and fend for our children but our men (the warriors), may return and steal all the food,” said Susana Achilla. 

Pauline Elukor, a food management committee chairperson, said people in Kaabong lived a life of misery, fear and terror. “In Kaabong the majority of the people live on kwete (local sorghum brew). That is their breakfast, lunch and supper,” she said. 

As they shared their assortment of food, Dodoth women, many carrying their babies on their backs, expressed hope that the biting hunger would be tamed even for a while. 

The relief and disaster preparedness state minister, Musa Ecweru, said the Government had several intervention plans for Karamoja. “What was lacking was law and order, but since it is slowly returning to the region, a lot will be achieved,” he said. 

Ecweru said productive areas in Karamoja had already been mapped out and would be given planting materials. “Our focus is going to be on cassava, sorghum, hand hoes and tractors,’’ he said.
Janet on the road to Karamoja (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Janet_on_the_road_to_Karamoja_80103.shtml 

Only four years ago, as President Museveni was winding up his second term in office, his wife Janet had only one title preceding her name; that of First Lady. 

Today, Janet Keinembabazi Kataha Museveni is both MP for Ruhaama County in Ntungamo District and also Minister of State for Karamoja Affairs, under the Prime Minister’s Office.

But the road to all these titles has not been a walk in the park. When Janet declared her interest in contesting for political office, one of the people who were firm in opposing her bid was Mr Museveni himself. Eventually, when she threatened to stand as an independent candidate, Mr Museveni relented.

The fact that Mr Museveni, who opposed his wife’s quest for an MP seat, has now turned around to give her an even bigger political responsibility perhaps explains the First Lady’s character; a woman who gets what she wants her own way.

Sources close Mrs Museveni have told Daily Monitor, that the First Lady, who over the years has demonstrated her compassion working with the disadvantaged groups, is so excited about her latest appointment that she is hitting the road, and will be in Karamoja next week, where she is set to commission the construction of the first tarmac road in the area, at Nakapiripit on February 24, among other activities.

Firm Political stand:

A first-term Member of Parliament, Mrs Museveni has made headlines taking tough political positions, including advising Security Minister Amama Mbabazi to return the money he had gotten from a transaction with NSSF and resign, even if this was contradicting her husband’s position. Mr Mbabazi had sold almost 400 acres of land at Shs11 billion.

The controversial sale threatened the NRM party’s unity had it not been salvaged by Mr Museveni. 

Mrs Museveni, a mother of four; three daughters and a son, dedicated her early high profile life to charity and social work. She has been involved in charitable work like the fight against HIV /Aids, which she does up to date.

One such charitable organisation that she threw her weight behind is the Uganda Women’s Effort to Save Orphans (Uweso), a private relief agency which she founded in 1986. She began it basing on her experiences as refugee. 

Mrs Museveni, together with her children, lived in exile for most of their earlier days when the country was in turmoil under both Obote and Amin’s regimes. She lived in Tanzania, Kenya and Sweden. The family returned in May 1986, four months after Museveni had taken power. 

Health & Hygiene
Anthrax kills 5 in Bushenyi (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/671894 

FIVE people have died after eating meat believed to be infected with anthrax in Katunguru sub-county in Bushenyi district, the health ministry has said. 

“A total of 159 people are being monitored by our surveillance team for possible symptoms of anthrax after being exposed to the risk,” Paul Kaggwa, the health ministry spokesperson, told The New Vision yesterday. 

The first two deaths occurred on Saturday at Kisenyi landing site and three more deaths were registered between Saturday and Tuesday. 

They are believed to have eaten a carcass of an antelope. 

“The infected animal strayed out of Queen Elizabeth National Park around January 27 and the residents slaughtered it,” said Kaggwa. “They developed abdominal pains, the first symptom and it was reported on February 6.” 

Two other people were sent to Lugazi health centre for medical check up after complaining of abdominal pains. 

Kaggwa urged people to desist from eating wild animals. 

The health ministry has advised people in the affected area to report to health centres if they develop symptoms associated with anthrax. 

The disease is often fatal unless treated early. 

The symptoms vary depending on how it was contracted, but usually occur within seven days after exposure. 

A joint team from the Uganda Wild Life Authority (UWA), the health and agriculture ministries and the School of Public Health, Makerere University, has been dispatched to Bushenyi to study the situation. 

Moses Mapesa, the executive director of UWA, said he would wait for a report from his technical team and health officials before confirming the outbreak. 

“We have dealt with disease outbreaks before. We need to get the confirmatory tests first,” Mapesa said. 

Mapesa warned the public against eating game meat. 

Between August and October 2004, an outbreak of anthrax in Queen Elizabeth National Park left 200 hippos dead. 

People who ate the carcasses also died. 

The affected areas were Kisenyi and Kasenyi landing sites and Kazinga Channel. This forced the UWA to suspend tourism activities in the area. 

Facts about anthrax 

- An acute infectious disease caused by the spore-forming bacterium Bacillus Anthracis. It is common in agricultural areas and developing countries. 

- Affects wild and domestic animals and humans exposed to infected animals or tissue from infected animals. 

Signs and symptoms 

They usually occur within seven days after exposure and vary depending on how disease was contracted. 

- Cutaneous anthrax: Occurs when bacteria enters a cut on the skin. This results from handling contaminated animal hides or skins. Infection begins as a raised itchy bump resembling an insect bite. It develops into a vesicle and then a painless ulcer with a black area in the center within 1-2 days. About 20% of untreated cases result in death. 

- Inhalation anthrax: Initial symptoms resemble a common cold. After several days, symptoms progress to severe breathing problems and shock. It is usually fatal. 

- Intestinal anthrax: Follows consumption of contaminated meat and is characterised by acute inflammation of the intestinal tract. Symptoms include appetite loss, nausea, fever, abdominal pain, sore throat, vomiting blood and severe diarrhoea, difficulty in swallowing and swelling of the neck. Results in death in 25% to 60% of cases. 

Prevention and treatment 

- Person-to-person transmissions unlikely except in cutaneous anthrax, where discharges from skin lesions are infectious. 

- Avoid contact with infected animals and eating meat not properly slaughtered and cooked. 

- An anthrax vaccine for both animals and humans. 

- Treatment is through antibiotics. For effectiveness, it should be initiated early. 

Testicular cancer linked to marijuana use (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/health-and-living/Testicular_cancer_linked_to_marijuana_use_80076.shtml 

The outlawed drug, marijuana that is increasingly being grown in Uganda may significantly increase a man’s risk of developing the most aggressive type of testicular cancer. 

This type of cancer forms in a man’s testicles, the two egg-shaped glands that produce sperm and testosterone. It mainly affects young men between the ages of 20 and 39. 

Publishing their findings last week in the journal Cancer, researchers from the U.S. based Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Centre said this happens in frequent and long-term marijuana users. According to the study findings, being a marijuana smoker at the time of diagnosis was associated with a 70 per cent increased risk of testicular cancer.

The findings further showed that the risk was particularly elevated (about twice that of those who never smoked marijuana) for those who used marijuana at least weekly and who had long-term exposure to the substance beginning in adolescence. 

It also emerged that the association with marijuana use might be limited to nonseminoma, a fast-growing testicular tumor that tends to strike early, between ages 20 and 35, and accounts for about 40 per cent of all testicular-cancer cases.

Speaking on the eve of the chronic diseases summit for middle and low income countries early this month, the Principal Medical Officer in charge of non-communicable disease control at the Ministry of Health Dr James Sekajugo, said chronic diseases such as cancer were increasing although up to date statistics were lacking. 

“We do not have statistics for the country but information from the Uganda Cancer Institute at Mulago shows that cancer is on the rise,” he said. 

The findings come at a time when the Police have opened an all out war on marijuana growers, destroying several plantations in the central region and parts of the east, over the last one year. 

Police says rising crime in the country is partly linked to the abuse of drugs such as marijuana.

In the marijuana growing areas, the vice has gotten so entrenched to such an extent that even local council officials expected to crack the whip on the growers are involved as well, according to the police.
Mulago gets surgical equipment (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Mulago_gets_surgical_equipment_80116.shtml 

Mulago Hospital has received an assortment of theatre equipment from singer Omega Bugembe in collaboration with K-FM radio to boost the Obestetrics and Gynaecology department.

The equipment, which included three surgical beds, one anaesthesia machine, and a foetal monitor machine were handed over to the hospital administration on Tuesday.

The funds used to purchase the equipment were raised from Ms Bugembe’s concert that was held at the Kampala Serena Hotel in August last year.

The head of the Obstetrics and Gynaecology Department, Dr Samuel Kalisoke, said the donation was timely because all the equipment in the theatre where caesarean births are conducted had broken down.

“The three surgical tables which we have been using are broken and are being supported by pegs,” Dr Kalisoke said, adding, “The new equipment will replace what we have been using.”

The hospital conducts about 60 deliveries a day of which 15 are by caesarean. The doctors were also excited to receive the first ever foetal monitor in the hospital.

The machine is used to monitor the unborn baby’s foetal heartbeat and the mother’s uterine contractions during childbirth.

The anaesthesia machine supplies oxygen and nitrous oxide while a woman in labour is undergoing surgery.

Dr Kalisoke appealed to Samaritans to also equip his department with incubators for premature babies.

The hospital deputy executive director, Dr Isaac Ezati, said most of the equipment at Mulago like beds were procured by the colonial government and are in a sorry state.

Ms Bugembe said, “Mulago is a national referral hospital which handles many patients and that is why I decided to use my natural talent to increase access to health care.” 

Pads From Papyrus (IPS)

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=45797 

The average income in the Kyenjojo district in western Uganda is less than a dollar a day. Spending twice that on a single sanitary pad is an unaffordable luxury for most women.

Poor women here have traditionally used softened bark cloth for pads. But with this cloth, made from ficus natalensis trees, getting harder to find, women make do re-using a variety of fabric they can spare. 

But Congolese refugees in the Kyaka 2 settlement are producing more affordable pads for themselves and the local market as well. 

Dust fills the air as women fill white polythene bags with dry powder made from papyrus reeds, ready for weighing. The refugees are engaged in a project run by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) to make thousands of refugees in Uganda and beyond producers who are able to at least partially support themselves despite their displacement. 

The motivation for UNHCR is practical and urgent. 

"Contributions to UNHCR are declining yet the refugee problem is growing and the situation is not being helped by the global economic down turn," says Stephano Svere the Uganda country representative for UNHCR. 

Jeannette Bakirabo is one of hundreds of Congolese refugees uprooted by fighting between CNDP rebels and the DR Congo army. When the rebels attacked her home village of Rutshuru in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Bakirabo's husband had gone to sell their goat in a nearby market at Kateguru. She has heard nothing from him since and fears the worst could have happened. 

Carrying their three-year-old baby on her back and pulling their seven-year-old behind her, Bakirabo joined a group of fellow villagers on the long journey towards the Ugandan border. 

After three days of walking, she found herself in southwestern Uganda, at the border town of Kisoro, from where she was moved to Kyaka 2 settlement by the UNHCR. 

Today she is one of about 60 Congolese refugees making sanitary pads for refugees and other women in the vicinity of the refugee camp. 

"I have been able to buy a new mattress and thank God I can do my hair and look after my children." 

The manufacturing process for these innovative pads was developed by Dr Moses Kiiza Musaazi at Makerere University in Kampala. Refugees at Kyaka 2 make around a thousand pads a day using nothing more than reeds harvested from a nearby swamp, waste paper and water, processed with human-powered machinery designed and manufactured by the Faculty of Technology at Makerere. 

Jean-Claude Molumba, one of only three men employed by the project, uses one machine to smooth and soften the rough sheets of dried papyrus and paper before they are cut to their final size. 

"As you can see, the materials we soften here will be trimmed into pads of 5 by 20 cm by the women in the next room using a paper cutter," says Molumba, pointing at a small room where absorbent pads are being individually wrapped in polythene cases. 

On a normal day the refugees make more than enough for their own use and that of the surrounding community. Some of the pads are bought by UNHCR for delivery to other refugee camps across the region. 

Juliette Nakibuule, assistant manager of Makapads, the company set up to market this innovative product, says they are still importing some of the components for making the pads because they cannot be sourced anywhere in Uganda or Africa. 

Dr Musaazi says he pays the refugees per pad produced. He says each person earns more than 200 dollars a month. Those who prepare papyrus reeds for use are paid roughly !$1.50 per kilogram of dried up "flour" of papyrus. 

"UNHCR has been importing 100,000 packets of sanitary pads for refugee women and girls a year at a cost of half a million dollars a year. Makapads are now providing 3,500 pads a year, which reduces on the expense incurred," says Musaazi. 

Imported pads cost close to two dollars each on the Ugandan market, but a pack of ten of the locally made pads is sold for 900 Ugandan shillings, working out to roughly 50 US cents a pad. 

Rosette Rubaza, another of the refugee women employed at the Kyaka 2 refugee settlement, says with the earnings from her job she is able to buy food for her family of four including her unemployed husband. 

"I earn on average 200 US dollars a month and this is plus the food rations I get from UNHCR is enough to cater for our needs." 

There are eight million women in need of pads in Uganda and pads made by the Kyaka 2 refugees are feeding into a market with a value estimated at about one million dollars a month. 

The Makapads project is also expanding to different parts of the country. There are other manufacturing centres in Kampala - at Kawempe, Nateete, Massajja, Bukoto, Gaba, Kagoma and Makerere University - each employing 30 women each. 

Musaazi told IPS that UNHCR has asked him to teach refugees in neighbouring Kenya to make pads and he has fielded inquiries from Ethiopia, Southern Sudan and Rwanda. 

He says the project is seeking to avoid becoming capital intensive by investing in any more advanced technology, preferring to focus on locally-sourced materials and machinery that enable refugees and other poor women in Uganda to earn a livelihood. 

Affordable sanitary pads go beyond convenience. The Forum for African Women Educationalists, a Ugandan association promoting girls' education, is pushing for the government to supply free sanitary napkins to girls at schools; menstruation is a key factor affecting drop-out rates for girls. FAWE has also held workshops to bring the subject of menstruation and menstrual hygiene into the open. 

Economy / Global Financial Crisis

West gets richer, poverty settles in northern Uganda (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2424&Itemid=59 

On the face of it, the latest report on poverty released recently by Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) told the same old story: The proportion of Ugandans in absolute poverty is now at 31% and that most of them live in northern and eastern parts of the country. 

But the timing of this report once again raises questions as to when the government will address the issues that have kept the north in perpetual poverty. 

The report, Spatial Trends of Poverty and Inequality in Uganda, was based on the 2002 Uganda Population and Housing Census (UPHC) and the 2005/2006 Uganda National Household Survey (UNHS). 

Unlike the other reports before it that stopped at stating where the poorest Ugandans leave, this one gives estimates of poverty status in sub-counties and how poverty levels in various areas had changed between 2002 and 2005.

In their analysis, the researchers set the average poverty lines at a monthly expenditure of Shs 22,165 for urban areas and Shs 20,761 for rural areas, which means that failure to spend as much would place a household in the category of the poor. And while the geographical distribution of poverty did not change, with more than 60% of people in rural northern Uganda living below the poverty line, western Uganda was the most successful region at getting out of poverty.

“Surprisingly, only five sub-counties registered worsening poverty levels in this [western] region. These are Sanga, Kinoni, Kanyaryeru, Burunga and Kikatsi, implying that more then 95 percent of the sub-counties successfully reduced poverty between 2002 and 2005.”

The report does not dwell on the causes of the incidence or pattern of poverty; but it mentions the 22-years of conflict in northern Uganda as one of the factors that could explain this. This brings us to another variable that the report measures – the poverty gap. This is the difference between the average expenditure of a household and the poverty line in the area. It also represents what kind of investment it would take to lift the poor households out of poverty.

“In terms of the poverty gap, the northern region (23.5%) had the highest poverty gap and the lowest was found in western region (4.52%).”

This means that if you are to wipe poverty out of western Uganda, you would need much less investment, compared to northern Uganda, which has a much higher poverty gap. Indirectly, this report is telling government where more resources are needed in order for Uganda to beat poverty. 

The UBOS report says that Kenya is among countries that have used such results of poverty mapping to allocate resources to constituencies and to predict impacts of different policies, implying that Uganda could follow this lead.

Unfortunately, this report comes as the north is still confused over a major government programme supposed to help the region recover from years of insecurity.

Only last month, the government announced that it was suspending the Peace, Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP) for northern Uganda, more than a year since it was launched. The PRDP was supposed to help the north after programmes such as the northern Uganda Rehabilitation Programme and the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund sunk in so much money but reaped little in dividends. The aim was to spend more than a trillion shillings over three years but it has since emerged that there is no such money at the moment. 

Given their recent history with conflict, the north and east need affirmative and firm action to be able to conquer poverty, but how high are they on the government list of priorities?

To put this PRDP into perspective, the government had committed itself to contribute 30% (Shs 365 billion) to PRDP, meaning that the bulk of the resources would come from non-government sources. But even that smaller percentage from government – whose primary responsibility it is to deliver services – has not been forthcoming; so what are the development partners to do?

One NGO official used this analogy: Assume I am tilling a stretch of garden 30 metres long and I call you to help me and we agree that I will finish ten metres and you help me with the other twenty metres. If I fail to even plough the 10 metres, would you continue helping me?

The contrast between the north and east and the rest of Uganda resembles that between the urban centres and the villages. Yes, it is what we have known all along – that the benefits of Uganda’s economic growth are consumed largely in urban hotels and luxury cars while development eludes the countryside. But the figures are yet another reminder to those holding the purse:

“In all the four regions, the rural poverty rate is higher than the urban poverty rate,” the report says. “In fact, whereas the rural poverty rate ranges widely from 19.3% to almost 65%, the urban poverty rates are all less than 25% except for the north where it is 39.7%.”
Ugandan economy defies global decline (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/671895 

Uganda’s economy looks set to continue as one of Africa’s fastest growing despite less demand for its products abroad and tighter global credit conditions, according to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) data released on Tuesday. 

In its annual review of Uganda’s economy, the IMF forecast economic growth is likely to stay in the 7% range before climbing to 8% in 2011/12 (July-June) and 2012/13 fiscal years. 

Much of the growth reflects the discovery of oil in western Uganda, which has boosted investor interest. 

Still, the IMF cautioned, the global economic slump will pose challenges for Ugandan economic activity going forward. 

Strong private capital inflows, which allowed Uganda to build its currency reserves in 2007/08, have abated and reserves are expected to drop slightly as demand for exports falls and other inflows, including remittances and foreign direct investment, decline. 

Uganda’s financial system has been relatively insulated from the global financial crisis, but the economic slowdown could expose weaknesses in banks’ credit portfolios, the IMF said 

Central bank governor Tumusiime Mutebile had already warned that the global recession would slow down Uganda’s economic growth by 3%. 

“The effect on the economy will be a reduction in growth rates from 9.5% projected at the time of the budget to between 6-7%,” he said. “Compared to Africa’s projected growth of 3%, Uganda can still be proud of its growth performance.” 

The IMF was confident that the economy was well-positioned to face these challenges given its low public debt, comfortable level of international reserves and relatively sound banking sector. 

It predicted that core inflation will benefit from the drop in international food and fuel prices, falling to about 7% by June 2009. The current annual core inflation rate, which excludes food crop items, fuel and electricity, was recorded at 13.4% at the end of January. 

Mutebile last year explained that Uganda’s financial sector was insulated against the credit crunch due to prudent risk-based banking supervision and their non-exposure to bad assets. 

But he warned that a global recession would impact on Uganda’s remittances from abroad, export earnings and aid inflows. 

Mutebile said the immediate impact was fluctuation in the foreign exchange market that has seen the shilling depreciate against the dollar. The shilling fell from 1,640/50 per dollar in August 2008 to 1960/1970. Companies’ share price also plummeted at the bourse. 

While the IMF welcomed the Government’s new National Development Plan to scale up investment in infrastructure, it suggested that projects should be carefully evaluated including their impact on the country’s debt and international reserves. 

It called on authorities to avoid steep cuts in current expenditures, to strengthen expenditure management and prevent further accumulation of domestic arrears. 

The IMF urged the Government to increase tax revenues by 0.5% of GDP annually. 

The Fund welcomed government’s consideration of introducing a fiscal rule, which would help manage the country’s oil revenues. 

I am ready to handle the credit crisis, says Bbumba (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/I_am_ready_to_handle_the_credit_crisis_says_Bbumba_80105.shtml 

The new Finance minister, Ms Syda Bbumba, has said her immediate challenge is to mitigate the negative impact of the global financial crisis that is feared could soon hit hard the country’s limping economy.

“I am quite confident that I shall do all it takes to overcome the crisis,” Ms Bbumba told Daily Monitor yesterday. 

With big world economies like the US, UK, France, Japan already reeling in high job cuts and the resultant strikes, there are genuine fears that weaker economies like Uganda could be carpeted by the crisis.

And just recently, the Governor Bank of Uganda, Mr Tumusiime Mutebile publicly admitted that global financial crisis would affect Uganda like other economies.

But Ms Bbumba is upbeat over her new posting vowing to prioritise tackling the menace, saying, “I appreciate my predecessor’s effort in revitalising the economy but this [crisis] has remained a big challenge. Once Ibegin my work, that will be my first task of course with every one’s cooperation.” 

However, Ms Bbumba would not provide details on how she was going to handle the crisis.

Outgoing Finance Minister Ezra Suruma had also revealed that there was already shortfall of Sh180 billion in expected revenue collection this financial year.

But Ms Bbumba, who once rattled the public with constant power outages when she was Energy minister, is again in the public dock to demonstrate that, as the first woman Finance minister in recent times, can marshal smart economic policies to lessen the impact of the global credit crunch.

And she is unapologetic about her record in the Energy ministry.

“I am happy with what I did because I managed to push for the new Electricity Act,” she said, “The visibility of the energy sector was not prominent but now you can see the changes.”

She said her shortcomings at the Energy ministry were tagged to under funding. 

Suruma’s proposals to curb recession (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/32/671881 

UGANDA can minimise the effects of the global recession if proper policy choices are made in the next six months, top economists have advised, warning of a worsening situation if decisive action is delayed. 

Analysts interviewed believe spending on public administration needs to be slashed and more investment made in food production, agro processing, roads and electricity. 

“This is not time for wasteful expenditure. If tax revenues are falling, then we should not be spending on expensive vehicles. 

Finance should channel the available resources into productive sectors like manufacturing and food production,” said Dr. Adam Mugume, a senior lecturer at Makerere University Faculty of Economics and Management. 

Mugume also suggests that targeted support should be given to the export sector, focusing on the regional markets. 

Patrick Tumwebaze, the executive director of Uganda Debt Network, thinks the government could minimise the effects of the recession if they made correct spending choices. “Spending more on development other than public administration in these uncertain times would make more sense, but we are just “seeing ministers increasing their allowances.” 

Ben Naturinda, an economist and deputy executive director of Uganda Export Promotion Board, thinks much of the solution to the current crisis lies where it originated. 

“There are few options for countries like Uganda given that they are part of the global system which they don’t influence much,” he told Business Vision in an interview. 

“The main thing is for a healthy relationship between the central bank and banking sector so that banks don’t hold onto the money.” 

The proposals being made by independent analysts, however, do not differ much from the views of Dr. Ezra Suruma the former finance minister, now Senior Presidential Advisor for Finance and Economic Planning. 

In an article published in Business Vision last month, Dr. Suruma wrote: “As recession grabs both east and west, the reduced demand for our products will cause commodity prices to fall, foreign exchange inflows will diminish and foreign aid and investment might also fall.” 

“We shall have to offset these reductions by increasing agricultural output, accelerating our oil production to increase foreign exchange earnings and government revenues. 

Government interventions to ensure proper macro-economic management, incentives for the construction industry and manufacturing, flexibility in monetary management, lowering interest rates and accelerated investment in both the agricultural and oil sectors will be critical in ensuring the continued stability and growth of Uganda.” 

However, decisive action may not be taken as urgently as analysts suggested. 

Dr. Suruma told Business Vision on Monday that technical teams were putting together policy proposals to be presented to Cabinet. “Cabinet will discuss them with the view of including changes in the next budget,” he said. 

“Ugandans should remain confident and work hard so that we can take advantage of the demand mainly of foodstuffs such as maize, beans and rice that is still high on the international market,” Dr. Suruma said. 

However, owing to the effects of the recession, the finance ministry has revised growth forecasts from 8.9% to 6.4% this year. 

The World Bank that had predicted that the crunch would not adversely affect the African economies recently revised its stand, predicting that the world’s poorest continent will suffer reduced average growth from an average of 5.8% to 3.5% this year and a further drop to 2.5% in 2010. 

“The forecast for this continent before the whole roof came down with the financial crisis … was actually 6.8%,” Reuters quoted Obiageli Ezekwesili, the bank’s vice president for Africa. 

Signs of the recession effects are beginning to show in various sectors. Several tour agents recently reported fewer tourist numbers; URA tax collections were below target for the first half, while some foreign investment projects have been cancelled. 

The latest Bank of Uganda monthly economic and financial indicators show a negative turn in export performance for October and November 2008 compared to the same period in 2007, a trend attributed to lower prices of the country’s exports on the international market. 

Total exports for Nov. 2008 was $155.8m compared to $242.6m over the same period the previous year. 

For October 2008, Uganda’s exports fetched $161.9m compared to $202.7m over the same period in 2007. While coffee export earnings increased from $21m in November 2007 to $27.6m during the same period in 2008, non-coffee export earning plummeted from $221.6m to $128.2m. 

The Bank of Uganda Governor, Emmanuel Tumusiime Mutebile, confirmed the reality of the recession last week. “What I said was that the banking crisis will not come here. No banks in Uganda are likely to close. 

However, the effect in terms of reduced exports, remittances from Ugandans abroad and reduction in tourism is real,” Mutebile said at a press conference, in reference to earlier reports attributed to him that Uganda would not be affected by the global financial meltdown

Uganda at the Security Council

Rugunda presents credentials to UN chief (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/671896 

UGANDA’S permanent representative to the UN Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda presented his credentials to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in his office on Tuesday. 

Ban Ki-moon commended Uganda for its active role in the UN, especially in promoting peace and security in Africa. 

In a statement issued in New York, Uganda’s mission said Ban Ki-moon commended Uganda for its support and sacrifice in the stabilisation of Somalia. 

Uganda is the leading troop-contributor to the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), which is trying to stabilise the country. 

Rugunda lauded the UN, and Ban Ki-moon in particular, for the tireless efforts made in “preventive diplomacy and supporting sustainable peace processes around the world.” 

He reiterated Uganda’s commitment to complement his efforts in the pursuit of international peace, security and development, the statement said. 

At the time of his appointment, Rugunda was Minister for Internal Affairs, a position he held since 2003. In a Cabinet reshuffle on Monday, President Yoweri Museveni replaced Rugunda with Kirunda Kivejinja. 

Rugunda, 61, was appointed ambassador to the UN after Uganda was in October last year elected by the UN General Assembly as a non-permanent member on the Security Council. 

While such a post is held by an ambassador, Rugunda assumes it at ministerial level and will report directly to the President. Uganda has served at the Security Council twice, in 1966 and in 1981/82. 

The Government has listed its priorities as bringing peace and security to hotspots in Africa, stabilising the Great Lakes region, deployment in Somalia, the crisis in Darfur and the International Criminal Court’s plans to indict Sudan’s President Omar el-Bashir, the question of the Lord’s Resistance Army and other rebels in the Great Lakes region.
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