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Joint Operations Against LRA

Army seizes Kony uniforms (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/672047 

Bales of new Southern Sudan army uniforms have been captured by the troops pursuing LRA rebels, lending credence to reports that the group is planning a fresh war. 

Ugandan intelligence agencies are yet to establish how the rebels acquired the fatigues. 

“Heaps of Sudanese uniform, brand-new, were recovered in this area,” said Capt. Deo Akiiki, the operation’s spokesperson. “It is an indication that Kony is reorganising his resources to begin a fresh war.” 

The uniforms were seized yesterday in Philipili, south of Diabie Adala in northern DR Congo as the army continued to bombard forested and swampy areas where LRA leader Joseph Kony is believed to be hiding. The area stretches over 150km to the Central African Republic. 

The army said it also killed nine rebels, captured three of them and rescued six children. 

“LRA is being starved to death although the leaders keep abductees moving promising them food which they don’t get,” Akiiki said. “We are now on a capture, kill and report menu.” 

“We are fixing them in a tight corner where they will not have any option but to surrender, be captured or killed,” he added. 

Meanwhile, the wife of LRA second-in-command Okot Odhiambo is recovering from bullet wounds on her thighs. 

Speaking on her hospital bed in Dungu, the tactical base for the joint operation, she said Odhiambo was wounded during the December 14 aerial bombardment. “By the time she left everybody was on his or her own,” Capt. Akiiki quoted her. 

However, two months since the operation was launched on the rebel camps in Garamba, allied forces are yet to locate Kony, who, along with his two deputies, is wanted at The Hague for war crimes. 

The LRA was driven out of northern Uganda in 2005, where it had killed and maimed thousands of people and forced about two million into protected camps. 

Estimated to number about 1,000 fighters, officials say the LRA has split into smaller groups which are now hiding at the Central African Republic border. 

Ugandan rebels kill two people in Sudan’s Western Equatoria (Sudan Tribune)
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article30224 

A group of five Ugandan rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army clashed with defense forces near populated areas in Western Equatoria on Wednesday and Thursday morning, killing two persons and wounding others while many fled their villages, an official said.
The clashes took place Wednesday and through Thursday morning in Ibba County and small villages of Maridi County, the Minister of Local Government and Law enforcement agencies, Col. Samuel Bati told Sudan Tribune.

The five LRA rebels, who appeared to have lost their way, were spotted yesterday near Ibba on the way towards Maridi. Western Equatorian civilians, who have now formed defence groups to fight LRA rebels, ventured out to fight the LRA 12 miles from Maridi at Manikakara.

Col. Bati recounted that "LRA viciously attacked this morning at Nagbaka village five miles from Ibba town, they were intercepted and repulsed by the combined forces and community arrow boys."

One civilian fighter was killed while the LRA started to escape toward Maridi under gun-fire and bows and arrows.

"The LRA terrorists seemed to be more on the run and trying to avoid groups of people who might attack rather then targeting people and looting but this morning they ended up close to SPLA post 8 miles outside Maridi town at Ras Tigi (Ngi Ngume) where they also clashed with some SPLA as well as the local police," said Charles Kisanga, chairman of Western Equatoria Azande Community World-Wide Organisation.

In this second round of clashes, one LRA was wounded, one captured and another fled while badly wounded. The captured LRA rebel is reported to have died of his wounds later. Another civilian game ranger at Jebel Nakua village was later shot dead by the LRA as they fled, bringing the number of WES people killed to two. One man was also shot in the lip.

In both cases, Col. Bati said, almost everyone had been caught by surprise before the rebels arrived. He added that the rebels have now crossed in to DR Congo through thick bushes. “The SPLA and other organized forces are still pursuing them to the jungles bordering DRC,” he said.

Col Bati described the attacks as "gruesome."

The UN refugee agency said this week that more than 15,000 Congolese had fled to Southern Sudan since the LRA began launching attacks in the north-east DR Congo.

The LRA rebels have launched a fresh spate of attacks following the joint operation by Uganda, DR Congo and the SPLA against LRA resurgence more than two months ago.

They are believed to be divided into small groups and are blamed for killing at least 900 people since late December in attacks across a vast swathe of territory stretching from Central African Republic to northeastern DR Congo and border areas of Western Equatoria. 

Karamoja 
Karimojong warrior killed (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/672036 
- KATAKWI 

One Karimojong warrior was killed and another wounded when the UPDF opened fire on them. Capt. Ivan Muworozi, the overseer of the anti-stock theft operation in the district, said the thieves were attempting to steal cattle in in Kraal 2, a community centre in Olilim, Katakwi district. He said the army had laid an ambush in the area because the warriors had frequented it over the last two weeks. Ngariam LC3 boss Mark Elobat saluted the UPDF for a job well done.

Janet should stay in Karamoja - MPs (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Janet_should_stay_in_Karamoja_-_MPs_80189.shtml 

Members of Parliament from the Karamoja sub-region want Ms Janet Museveni, the new state minister for Karamoja Affairs to relocate her office to the region.

The MPs told a press conference at Parliament yesterday that Ms Museveni’s presence would help her deal with the issues in a more practical manner.

“The President has always appointed ministers for Karamoja, most of whom are absentee landlords. They reside in Kampala and have no idea what exactly is on the ground.

We would like to see a minister who is practical and at the base where problems build from,” Dr Francis Epetait (Ngora, FDC), who chaired the joint press conference for Karamoja and Teso MPs, said.

“I hope the President will allow her to base in Karamoja and I hope the plight of Karamoja will always be in the ears of the President,” he added.

MPs Francis Kiyonga (Upe, Independent) and Namowe Nyomera (Moroto – NRM) among others attended the conference which also dealt with the current situation regarding the Katakwi–Moroto border conflict. They all emphasised the need for Ms Museveni to work from the region.

However, Ms Museveni, who yesterday appeared at her first public function ever since she was named state minister, did not speak about her action plan for the region.
Speaking to over 300 participants of the first Uganda Food and Nutrition Congress workshop in Munyonyo, Ms Museveni warned that it will be difficult for Uganda to achieve the first six Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) if the issue of food security is not addressed. 

The six MDGs are eradication of poverty and hunger, achieve universal education, gender equality, reduction of child mortality rate, promotion of maternal health and the fight against HIV/Aids. The MDGs are to be achieved by each country before 2015.

Karamoja remains one of the regions that are threatened with hunger. 

At the press conference, the MPs urged the new minister to tackle the region’s problems head-on.

“All the people of Karamoja have suffered the brunt of poverty. Let the government not leave the region to NGOs,” said Mr Kiyonga, adding that although the ministry was created to transform Karamoja, the government had demonstrated no will to develop the area.

“The President should tell us why he thinks Ms Museveni will do wonders in Karamoja where other ministers have failed. We may be hopeful that the minister will be listened to by the husband to settle all the problems in Karamoja,” he said.

The MPs said the government should, as a matter of urgency, handle the disarmament process, provide infrastructure and fight poverty.

The chairman of the Teso Parliamentary Group, Mr Patrick Amuriat Oboi (Kumi County, FDC) sarcastically hailed the President “for deploying his one and only wife in Karamoja.”

He, however, noted that the issues of Karamoja are frustrated by lack of resources and the government’s commitment to develop the area.

“We would like to see the government injecting resources there. Probably she will whisper into the President’s ears that there is a problem in Karamoja but we don’t expect miracles if resources are not provided,” he said.

The MPs also condemned the recent hostile behaviour between the communities of Moroto and Katakwi and called for the government’s intervention by immediately surveying the border between the two districts. 

Karamoja MPs hail Janet’s appointment (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672057 

THE Government should support the newly-appointed state minister for Karamoja, Janet Museveni, with enough resources, Karamoja and Teso MPs have said. 

Addressing the press at Parliament yesterday, the MPs said the appointment should not be a mere change of guard but should come with increased resources. 

Francis Epetait (Ngora county) appealed to the First Lady to set a record by establishing a work station in Karamoja, something her predecessors never did. 

“Most of the region’s ministers have been absentee landlords. They are never at the base. We appeal to the President to let the First Lady stay in Karamoja,” he said. 

In reference to the Bible, John 3:16, where God sent his only son Jesus Christ to save the world, Teso Parliamentary Group chairman Patrick Amuriat (Kumi county) said the Karimojong and Iteso were grateful to the President for sending them “his only wife to tackle the problems of the region”. 

He, however, said: “If she is sent out without a hoe, she will not bring any harvest home.” 

Karamoja Parliamentary Group vice-chairperson Francis Kiyonga noted that the problems of Karamoja were hard to solve because of lack of resources. 

“We are optimistic that the First Lady will bring change. The ministry was created long ago, but the problems have persisted. I think the President should investigate this,” he said. 

MPs Kiyonga, Achia Terence and Stella Namoe appealed to Mrs. Museveni to immediately address the problems of water scarcity, electricity, insecurity and poor infrastructure. 

They also expressed concern over the rising tension at the Katakwi-Moroto border.
Karamoja women hail Museveni for new minister (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Karamoja_women_hail_Museveni_for_new_minister_80191.shtml 

Karimojong women leaders have applauded President Museveni for appointing Ms Janet Museveni as the State Minister for Karamoja Affairs describing her as a “God-send”. 

In an interview with Daily Monitor yesterday, the women said they had already started celebrating and were looking forward to meeting the First Lady in the region. 

One of the LC5 women councillors in Moroto District, Ms Rose Adero, said the appointment showed that President Museveni had not forgotten them and that Karamoja would now develop like other districts. 

“We have been reading newspapers that Ms Museveni can really deliver services in terms of lobbying for support and advocating the rights of vulnerable people. I hope she will be able to do the same to the people of Karamoja,” Ms Adero said 

She said the Karimojong will now get ‘a clear voice and network’ to connect them with the President. 

“We look at her (Ms Museveni) as a nationalist who will really save the people of Karamoja,” she added. 

The women said that when Ms Museveni goes to Karamoja, they will inform her to prioritise education as many children were dropping out of school.

The district head of procurement, Ms Sylvia Vicky, said Ms Museveni will also be asked to work on the water issue which is a great challenge to Karamoja unlike most of the former ministers who used to go to the region as visitors.

“The NRM government must be appreciated because it is the only one that has empowered women,” Ms Vicky said. 

She said she was ready to work with Ms Museveni and would request the minister to strengthen the existing education scholarships through the non-governmental organisations in the region. 

Health & HIV/AIDS
Anthrax death toll up (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672048 

THE number of people dead from anthrax in Bushenyi district has risen from five to six, after another person died yesterday. 

In a separate incident, villagers of Katunguru sub-county also discovered two hippos which had died under mysterious circumstances. 

The Ministry of Health spokesperson, Paul Kaggwa, said a team of health officials from Mbarara and Kampala was in Bushenyi to carry out public sensitisation and education. 

The Katunguru sub-county LC3 chairperson, Swalley Kabuye, told The New Vision that the hippos were discovered on Wednesday morning on Kazinga Channel, which connects lakes Edward and George. 

Kabuye said they informed the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) after discovering the two carcasses. 

“We asked UWA authorities to take away the carcasses and check whether the hippos also died of anthrax.” 

The Queen Elizabeth National Park chief warden, Tom Okello Obong, could not confirm, adding that he had only arrived the previous day. 

“Sometimes the hippos fight and die as a result but we are trying to find out whether it is a disease and we are trying to search whether there are more carcasses in the park.” 

Six people in the sub- county have so far died out of the nine admitted at Rugazi Health Centre, Kaggwa said yesterday. 

The district director of health services, Dr. Celestine Barigye, said two people who had been admitted at the health centre, escaped from their sickbeds for fear of being arrested by UWA officials for eating game meat. 

Barigye said their’ whereabouts are still unknown. 

Kaggwa said: “If it’s true that they escaped, then they would die on their own.” 

Kabuye said following reports of an anthrax outbreak, they mounted an operation with UWA authorities and discovered the remains of an unidentified wild animal. 

“We have alerted people not to eat any wild animal found dead or alive,” Kabuye said. 

He said the district health department recently distributed drugs to over 100 people who had eaten the meat. 

Efforts to contact the UWA executive director, Moses Mapesa and the director of conservation, Sam Mwandah, were futile as the two were reported out of office and could not answer their mobile phones. 

However, Dr. Nicholas Kauta, the commissioner for livestock health and entomology in the Ministry of Agriculture, said he toured the area on January 2 this year and at Katunguru, he saw a waterbuck bleeding from the mouth. 

On inquiry, he was told that the waterbuck had been attacked by a lion. 

Kauta said Katunguru is largely a fishing community and had a small number of goats. 

He said a committee comprising of veterinary and medical personnel had been formed to establish the risk of the disease outbreak and its threat to livestock in the area.
Meningitis contained (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/672024 

THE health ministry has contained the meningitis outbreak in the country. 

“We are on top of the situation. No new cases have been reported since January 28,” said Dr. Sam Zaramba, the director general of health services. 

He said there was increased awareness about the disease in the affected areas, which saw many people receive treatment and vaccination. 

The outbreak hit the country in December. Uganda is one of the countries in the African meningitis belt. 

The epidemic, that started in Hoima and Arua districts, also spread to Masindi, Adjumani and Moyo. By February 3, 336 people had been affected, while 42 had died. 

Last month, the ministry delivered drugs and financial support to the affected areas. 

Dr. Nathan Kenya Mugisha, the director for clinical services, said the ministry and the World Health Organisation had vaccinated people aged between two and 30 years in the affected districts. 

“This age group is more vulnerable to meningitis and our assessment teams continue doing their work. We have also advised people to avoid congestion especially in the affected districts,” Mugisha said. 

“We allowed the schools in the affected districts to open for the new academic year because our assessment teams have reported no new cases. This is also one of the signs that we are managing the epidemic,” he added. 

Meningitis is an inflammation of the meninges, the lining surrounding the brain and spinal cord. The disease is caused by bacteria and is transmitted through contact with the respiratory or throat secretions from an infected person. 

Last year, the country also suffered cholera, botulism, ebola, marburg, typhoid, measles and Hepatitis E outbreaks. 

While presenting the status report on major disease outbreaks to Parliament last week, health state minister Richard Nduhura said all the diseases had been controlled, save for Hepatitis E.
Ugandan-made ARVs hit market (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Ugandan-made_ARVs_hit_market_80199.shtml 

Vice President Gilbert Bukenya yesterday flagged off the first consignment of antiretroviral drugs locally made in Uganda by the Luzira-based Quality Chemicals Limited.

The Vice-President, who toured the factory, said promotion of local industries was the only way to develop and create employment for local talent.

“I prefer self-reliance to foreign dependence. The other countries where we buy drugs from are happy when we are sick and buy their drugs, but if we have our own industries here, all the diseases we are crying about would be nowhere,” Prof. Bukenya said.
He added, “Everything produced in Uganda will be purchased by the government. We should be grateful to the proprietors of this factory because they are simply businessmen with no medical background but injected their money in this industry to serve people.” 

Prof. Bukenya blamed Africans for the collapse of the industries in the continent, saying they prefer foreign products.

“When we try to do our own things, our very people despise us, asking, ‘how can these people make ARVs and malaria drugs?” he said.

The VP assured the proprietors of the industry that the government will purchase drugs manufactured as long as they meet good manufacturing practices.

He called upon the department of Health Science at Makerere University to work with the industry to train pharmacists. 

He said the government will set aside Sh450 million to ensure the industry has constant power supply.

“If we had 100 industries of this kind in the country, we would be in a position to address issues of unemployment,” the professor noted.

The company’s chief executive officer, Mr Emmanuel Katongole, requested the government to pay a slightly higher price for the drugs, above the market price to edge out competitors.

“Your Excellency, we are requesting that at least you add a little fees on our products in order for us not to be suffocated by the imported drugs mushrooming on the market,” Mr Katongole said.

The pharmaceutical plant was set up in October 2007 on a 15-acre plot of land at a cost of $38m by the drug importer, Quality Chemical Industries, to produce antiretroviral drugs for the domestic market. 

The facility began producing the triple therapy ARV and a first line anti-malarial therapy in January 2009, for local consumption and export following inauguration of the plant by President Yoweri Museveni in 2008.

The Indian pharmaceutical company CIPLA has provided the technology and the expertise to get the plant set up; the plant now provides an outlet for CIPLA to produce these important drugs for the African market. 

The active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) to produce the drugs will be imported from India at a lower import cost – allowed under the new law. The plant will produce two million tablets per day and 600 million per year. 

Self-medication for malaria causing deaths (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/672031 

Lack of access to medical professionals has caused the majority of malaria patients to resort to self-medication, an official from the health ministry has said. 

Dr. Frederick Kato, a child health officer, said 83% of patients especially those suffering from malaria were practicing self-medication. 

He said out of the 83%, 79% used western medicine while the rest used local herbs. 

“The professionals are not there when patients need them because of the long distance from a home to a health centre,” he added. 

“As a result, some patients were using wrong medicine, incorrect or incomplete doses and often dangerous combinations of drugs,” he said. 

Kato was on Monday addressing district leaders, civil servants and stakeholders at a one-day workshop organised by Uganda Health Partners at Bushenyi Multi-purpose Hall. 

The workshop aimed at sensitising district leaders on home based management of fever (HBMF), a new approach that has been developed to fight malaria in villages. 

The workshop also aimed at sensitising the leaders on the change from the use of Hompak to Coartem drugs in the treatment of malaria. 

Kato said self-administration of malaria drugs had led to poor treatment which has increased death especially among children and pregnant mothers. 

He cited countries like Ethiopia and Burkina Faso where malaria had reduced because of the HBMF programme.
Mrs. Museveni appeals for nutrition extension workers (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672051 

THE First Lady, Janet Museveni, has urged the Government to deploy nutrition extension workers in villages to fight malnutrition. 

Mrs. Museveni, the new state minister for Karamoja affairs, said ignorance on proper nutrition was responsible for stunted growth in children and sickness in mothers. 

“A major factor is the low level of knowledge and education among our populations. Even when there is plenty of food in the households, quite often the adults will not know how to feed their families with the right foods,” she lamented. 

The First Lady was yesterday opening the Uganda Nutrition Congress 2009 which has attracted about 300 nutrition and health professionals and practitioners from 19 African countries. 

The summit, aimed at examining Africa’s nutritional needs and challenges, is taking place at the Commonwealth Resort in Munyonyo. 

She called for emphasis on women’s education to ensure that proper nutrition knowledge is passed on to children. 

She said the country would not realise the UN millennium development goals if the issue of nutrition was not addressed. 

Mrs. Museveni also called for appropriate legislation regarding property inheritance for women. 

Outgoing primary health minister Dr. Emmanuel Otaala said malnutrition was increasing in Africa, with the hardest hit being widows, children, orphans, mothers and those infected with HIV/AIDS. 

He said an average of 40% of Ugandan children were stunted and 60% of children under five were malnourished. 

“These children can never live to their full potential and cannot compete favourably internationally,” Otaala said. 

He said the Government was making a five-year development plan to address nutrition. 

Prof. Joyce Kikafunda, the president of the Uganda Action for Nutrition, said Uganda had problems of two extremes; malnutrition and over-nutrition. 

LC1 leaders con Aids patients - Taso (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/LC1_leaders_con_Aids_patients_-_Taso_80179.shtml 

The Aids Support Organisation has accused local council leaders of extorting money from Aids patients whenever they go to them to get letters of recommendation. 

The Taso clients’ representative, Mr Julius Caesar Opira, said many children and parents infected with HIV are being turned away by local council leaders for failing to pay consultation fee.

The most affected, according to Mr Opira, are parents and children who need recommendation letters from their respective local councils before they could get scholarships or bursaries.

“Our clients have registered cases of LCs refusing to give them recommendation letters for failure to pay Shs2,000 or Shs5,000 consultation and ink fees,” Mr Opira added.

Gulu District chairman Norbert Mao said he will deal with all local leaders accused of conning the Aids victims or people who are HIV positive.

“It’s illegal to receive money in the name of recommendation from Aids patients. This amounts to obtaining money by false pretence,” he said.

Speaking during the launch of Taso Orphans and Vulnerable Children Support Fund project in Gulu on Tuesday, Mr Mao said he will force any LC chairman implicated to hand over official stamps and documents related to the local government. 

Unleashing mutated mosquitoes to fight malaria (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83011
Scientists hope a synthetic gene known as Medea can wipe out the most common mosquito species that spreads malaria in sub-Saharan Africa. Scientists are trying to pinpoint the malaria-transmitting gene in mosquitoes and engineer genetically-modified mosquitoes (GMM) that lack the deadly gene. The hope is that GMM will prevail in a survival-of-the-fittest struggle between disease-carrying mosquitoes and the genetically-modified variety. 

Medea is an acronym for “maternal-effect dominant embryonic arrest”, with reference to the Greek myth of a woman who murders her children. 

In a recently published analysis of GMM research, scientists from the University of California wrote that the creation of a gene that could reduce mosquitoes’ ability to spread malaria “is not far away”. But given some 400 million infections annually - mostly in sub-Saharan Africa - GMM cannot provide an “all-in-one” solution, according to the scientists. 

Global Financial Crisis

Uganda foreign reserves to drop - IMF (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business/Uganda_foreign_reserves_to_drop_-_IMF_80152.shtml 

The International Monetary Fund has expressed fears that Uganda’s foreign exchange reserves may moderately drop as demand for Ugandan exports and other inflow falls.

This was said in a public information notice issued on Tuesday after consultative meetings with government officials in January.

“The buoyant private capital inflows, which allowed international reserves to accumulate at a brisk pace in 2007/08, have decreased and reserves are expected to drop moderately as demand for Ugandan exports falls and other inflows, including remittances and foreign direct investment, are scaled back,” the statement reads in part.

Over the past 15 years, Uganda has been experiencing a high level of foreign reserves above the international standard of three months required for developing countries.

For instance by the end of November 2008, the level of Uganda’s gross foreign reserves amounted to $2,336.3 million. The central bank said the November 2008 reserves level was estimated to cover five months of future imports of goods and services, but it seems things may change with the real economic crisis being experienced globally.

“The economic slowdown poses some risks for public finances, and the fiscal deficit is projected to widen somewhat in 2008/09, as development expenditures are scaled up to address infrastructure needs but the option to domestic financing is expected to remain limited to less than 1 per cent of the Growth Domestic Product,” the statement reads on.

On the exchange rate, the directors considered that Uganda’s flexible exchange rate regime has served the country well, facilitating adjustment to external shocks. They noted that the real effective exchange rate is broadly in line with fundamentals, consistent with strong export performance over the past few years.

On the other hand it is stated that in 2008, Uganda was buffeted by two major shocks. First, the global surge in food and fuel prices that have caused domestic inflation to rise above 15 per cent, well beyond traditional comfort levels. 

Second, the global economic downturn is likely to affect both the demand for Uganda’s exports and, more significantly, the availability of financing for critical investment projects. 

“As a result, economic growth in 2008/09 is expected to decline from the high levels reached in recent years, but remain robust at 8 per cent by global and regional standards.

At the same time, core inflation will benefit from the drop in international food and fuel prices, falling to an estimated 7 percent by June 2009. Monetary policy is expected to support the disinflation process, with base money growing at a substantially lower pace than in 2007/08,” the statement reads on.

The directors explain that Uganda’s banking sector remains sound overall, with banks being well-capitalised and relatively insulated from the global financial crisis. They noted, however, the recent rapid expansion of bank lending and the significant share of foreign-exchange loans in banks’ portfolios. 

To address these vulnerabilities, the IMF says its directors saw the need to further strengthen prudential supervision as well as close collaboration with the home supervisors of banks operating in Uganda.

While the medium-term outlook remains favourable, IMF directors agreed with the authorities that infrastructure bottlenecks and dependence on subsistence agriculture represent important impediments to growth.

Thus, they welcomed the preparation of a new National Development Plan, which entails, among other things, a scaling-up of government investment in infrastructure. In this connection, they stressed the need for careful evaluation of investment projects, including their impact on debt sustainability and on international reserves.

The Board however commends Uganda as being among the fastest-growing economies in sub-Saharan Africa - building on a foundation of two decades of sound policies – the country has achieved an impressive economic performance, with high growth, low inflation, and steady poverty reduction. 

Media Awards
New Vision scribe wins Astor award (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672054 

BARBARA Among, a journalist with The New Vision, has won the prestigious David Astor Journalism Award for 2009. 

The award recognises emerging talent and potential of young journalists who excel in the profession. 

“It gratifies to know there are people who appreciate our work. Winning the award is a big boost for me in my career development,” 

Among said. 

The David Astor Journalism Awards Trust, a London-based human rights charity, sponsors the award annually. 

It aims at building effective journalistic capacity in Africa to defend human rights, promote good governance and socio-political development. 

Established in 2005, the awards trust is in honour of the late Astor, editor of The Observer newspaper in London, where he worked for 27 years, until 1975. 

Astor, who was a lifelong champion of African development and human rights, died in 2001. 

Two other journalists scooped the same award. They were Jillo Kadida of the Daily Nation in Kenya and Erick Kabendera of The Guardian in Tanzania. 

Three independent judges from the US, South Africa and the UK chose the winners. 

“The three winners are talented and have a track record of perseverance. We are confident they will rise to the top of their profession,” the judges said in a joint statement. 

Each of the winners will get sh975,000. 

Lydia Namubiru, another journalist at The New Vision, was a runner-up and will receive an award of sh487,500. 
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