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Joint Operations Against LRA

Uganda to end DRC rebel mission (Mail & Guardian)

http://www.mg.co.za/article/2009-02-20-uganda-to-end-drc-rebel-mission 

Uganda said on Friday it would pull its troops out of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) at the end of the month, ending their deployment as part of a three-nation operation against Ugandan rebels. 

Ugandan troops, deployed alongside Congolese and south Sudanese forces in the north-east of the country following attacks on civilians by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) would be withdrawn "at the end of February", said Congolese government spokesperson Lambert Mende.

The operation was launched on December 14 but has so far failed to capture LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony.

"We estimate that they will not have anything more to do here," Mende said, adding that Congolese police, troops and UN peacekeepers would continue the operation.

Congolese and Ugandan officials met in Kinshasa on Wednesday and Thursday to decide on their next move. Several diplomatic sources told Agence France-Presse (AFP) the Congolese government opposed extending the military offensive.

Uganda's army spokesperson, Deo Akiiki, had said on February 14 that it was "just a matter of time" before the LRA was finally defeated.

"Operations will ... go on until Kony's terrorists are routed out of DRC," he said.

Troops from DRC, Uganda and South Sudan have been involved since mid-December in a major joint operation against the LRA in the region, which extends along DRC's borders with Sudan and Uganda.

The unprecedented military drive against the hold-out rebel group was launched after Kony -- wanted by the International Criminal Court over a raft of alleged war crimes -- repeatedly failed to show up at signing ceremonies for a peace deal the government inked in April 2008. 

DR Congo says foreign troops to pull back in February (Xinhua)
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-02/22/content_10869832.htm 

Rwanda, Uganda and southern Sudan will withdraw their troops from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) next week after joint operations against insurgency in the war-torn central African country, the government announced here on Saturday.

Communication Minister Lambert Mende told reporters that Rwandan troops are set to leave on Feb. 25 and Ugandan and Sudanese soldiers on Feb. 28, adding a solemn ceremony will be held in their honor before departure.

This is the first time that the government has given a definite date for the pullout of foreign troops from its territory, although officials have repeatedly said they want them out by the end of the month among the jittering of Congolese.

Mende praised the three-nation cooperation against their common enemies, saying coalition forces have neutralized 90 percent of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda ( FDLR) in the eastern province of North Kivu and 80 percent of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in Orientale Province.

FDLR is the Rwandan Hutu rebel group linked to the 1994 Massacre in Rwanda. It has been a root cause of DR Congo's internal conflicts and external tensions with Rwanda since its elements fled into North Kivu.

LRA, the notorious Ugandan rebel group, has been holed up in DR Congo in recent years. It has waged one of the longest guerrilla wars in Africa since 1986, roaming between Uganda, Sudan, DR Congo and Central African Republic.

The rebel presence led to hostilities in the 1990s among DR Congo, Rwanda, Uganda and southern Sudan, with diplomatic ties severed in the height of mutual accusations of backing rebels.

Pushed by African leaders, those countries decided to join hands in December to uproot their common trouble makers. DR Congo invited Ugandan and southern Sudan to join a military operation against LRA, and then Rwanda against FDLR, respectively in the past two months.

The joint operations proved an effective way in both curbing insurgency and improving relations, although the attacks also sparked a backlash of civilian killings by rebels in eastern Congo.

Mende said LRA leader Joseph Kony has gone into hiding in forests near the border with southern Sudan. Kony's men are accused of killing hundreds of civilians since his main camp in the Garamba national park in Orientale was destroyed by coalition forces.

FDLR remnants fled into bush under attack in North Kivu, with its commander Ignace Murwanashyaka appealing for talks and Rwandan Hutus beginning to leave DR Congo for their home country on the voluntary basis.

Officials have expressed confidence that the government forces and the UN peacekeeping mission in the country will be able to curb rebels after foreign troops withdraw.

Congolese and Rwandan diplomats have also demonstrated desire to resume diplomatic ties after years of chill.

The joint military actions have dramatically defused tensions in the Great Lakes region, where countries were highly wary of the rise of renegade Tutsi general Laurent Nkunda, whose National Council for the Defense of the People (CNDP) captured large swaths in North Kivu in months of advance and threatened to topple the whole situation.

Nkunda was arrested on Jan. 22 in Rwanda after fleeing an attack by coalition forces and his CNDP is already in the process of being reintegrated into the national army of defense, to the relief of world leaders trying to block another Congo war.

DR Congo, which won independence from Belgium in 1960, has suffered two civil wars since the 1990s. The 1998-2003 Congo war sucked in several countries in the Great Lakes region, including Angola, Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Uganda. More than 5 million people died in the bloodshed.

The flare-up ignited by Nkunda in late August has displaced an estimated 250,000 people, adding to 800,000 others already rendered homeless in previous conflicts in North Kivu.
Africom ‘should have prevented LRA slaughters’ (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/533138/-/rka5b0z/-/ 

Africa experts in Washing ton are saying the US Africa Command (Africom) should have foreseen — and acted to prevent — the civilian slaughters in eastern Congo that have followed an offensive led by Uganda and materially supported by the United States.

Over 900 villagers have died at the hands of Lord’s Resistance Army members fleeing attacks jointly carried out by Ugandan, Rwandan and Congolese forces. 

The LRA marauders are committing acts of “appalling brutality” as they rampage through remote areas, John Holmes, the United Nations’ chief humanitarian official, said recently.

Africom is providing logistical and financial support to the ongoing campaign intended to deal a death blow to the LRA.

The New York Times disclosed in a page-one report recently that a team of 17 US military advisors based in Uganda is helping co-ordinate the assault on the LRA.

In addition to intelligence information, Africom is providing the African armies with satellite telephones and $1 million worth of fuel, according to the Times account, which has not been challenged by US officials.

This appears to be Africom’s first combat-related initiative. 

The year-old military command has been criticised within and outside Africa on a variety of issues. 

The carnage occurring now in Congo will be seen by critics as confirmation of their view that Africom is unlikely to play a positive role in Africa.

The move to destroy the LRA and kill or capture its leader, Joseph Kony, got underway in mid-December. 

Ugandan leaders had earlier asked the US embassy in Kampala to help arrange military assistance for the operation, the Times reported. 

The Ugandan request was personally approved by President George W Bush.

The United States had signalled in 2007 that it could assist a military offensive against the LRA. Jendayi Frazer, then the top State Department official for Africa, told reporters in Kampala that the US could support an effort to “mop up the LRA.”

American advisors were present on the Uganda-Congo border as the offensive began on December 14, the Times said. 

Heavy fog delayed its start, however, and the element of surprise was lost, the report continued. 

By the time Ugandan helicopters bombed a hut believed to have been occupied by Kony, the LRA leader had fled into the bush along with most of his estimated 700 fighters.

They have since been pillaging rural Congolese communities and butchering anyone in their path. Some human rights activists have thus likened the Africom operation to “swatting a hornets’ nest,” the Times said.

Africom’s failure to ensure that civilians would be protected “would not have happened on any other continent,” charges Gerald LeMelle, director of the Washington-based Africa Action advocacy group. 

Northern Uganda

Envoy irked by Arua PLE poor performance (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/672296 

THE Netherlands has threatened to withdraw its funding of education programmes in Arua and Nebbi districts, if local authorities do not improve academic performance. 

Addressing stakeholders at the Heritage Park in Arua town on Thursday, the ambassador, Jeroen Verheul, said performance in the two districts was still appalling, despite the heavy investment his government was making. 

“If we see no progress, we will shift resources to other districts,” Verheul said. 

According to statistics, 8.4% of the candidates in Arua district failed the 2006 Primary Leaving Examinations. The figure rose to 13% in 2007. 

The results further deteriorated last year, with 17.2% of the candidates failing the examinations. 

Verheul noted that there was need to redirect the education programme to achieve higher academic standards. 

The same meeting reviewed progress of the CROWNS teachers’ houses construction project, which has been marred by reports of poor workmanship and delays. 

The project that commenced last year, aims at constructing 480 teachers’ houses in 80 primary schools. 

Netherlands is funding the initiative to a tune of sh15b. The other component of the project is the establishment of woodlots, where every beneficiary school is to plant a minimum of 1,000 trees. 

The ambassador was, however, unhappy that construction of the teacher’s houses was behind schedule. 

He said the houses should have been commissioned in November, though this was not possible due to quality concerns. 

The Arua district vice-chairman, Kamilo Sabo, said the late delivery of construction materials was a major impeding factor.
Karamoja 
First Lady must tread carefully on Karamoja Development Agency (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/533028/-/item/0/-/13dxxwnz/-/index.html 

Such is the perception of Karamoja to Ugandans from the south of the country that when President Yoweri Museveni shuffled his internal affairs minister to the Karamoja portfolio after the 2006 polls, Maj Tom Butiime — backed by his constituents — turned down the appointment. 

Like the voters of Mwenge North who had voted this veteran of the five-year bush war that brought Museveni to power, Butiime saw the appointment as a slap in the face. 

It is this background that makes President Museveni’s appointment last week of First Lady Janet Museveni, who is also MP for Ruhama County, to the same post intriguing. 

While her track record as a conscientious charity worker raises the prospect of the Karamoja region’s social problems getting attention that goes beyond political tokenism, pundits are looking at the appointment as a deliberate soft entry point by Museveni to prepare his wife for bigger roles.

With first son Kainerugaba Muhoozi making a steady progress in the armed forces, where he has risen from a second lieutenant to lieutenant colonel in eight years and is now commanding an all new Special Forces unit, this school of thought argues that the only flank left uncovered in Museveni’s succession plan was the political wing, where his domineering presence has by either commission or omission suppressed the emergence of real competitors to the throne.

Sources within the ruling party tell The EastAfrican that the Museveni succession battle had thrown the National Resistance Movement into a state of near mayhem pitting two discernible camps against each other, one loyal to the First Lady and the other pitching for NRM Secretary General and Security Minister Amama Mbabazi. 

Movement sources further suggest that from the time she decided to join competitive politics to Museveni’s supposed dismay, and potential post-Museveni leaders within the party got increasingly sucked into successive scandals, Mrs Museveni has become the biggest contender to the throne and Museveni may finally be accepting that reality.

Last week’s reshuffle was a tricky affair for Museveni, who was expected to make radical changes at the top involving his Vice-President Professor Gilbert Bukenya and at least two of the Prime Minister slots. 

In the event, maintaining a no change stance on these positions is being seen as part of a plan to keep the options open for Janet’s political evolution.

Mrs Museveni’s appointment to oversee the Karamoja docket will serve to further raise her leadership credentials as any success in the region would profoundly change her national profile. 

Jubilating over her appointment, opinion leaders in Karamoja believe that the First Lady presents a real opportunity to bring change to the area.

Previous appointees to that office largely failed because they had no interest in the region but as a committed Christian, Janet should achieve a lot in terms of bringing development in the same way the church has done in the past, Ms Iriama Rose, the woman representative for Nakapiripirit, told The EastAfrican.
Located in the unforgiving flood plains at the extreme north-east of Uganda, Karamoja is perhaps Uganda’s most marginalised region and successive post-independence regimes have toyed with various experiments to bring development to the region.

But with pacifying her nomadic inhabitants taking precedence, the state has been sucked into a long drawn low intensity conflict that has defeated any efforts at bringing meaningful development to the area. 

While the Amin regime used brute force to subdue the Karimajong, this was not matched by social programmes to give the locals alternative livelihoods. The second Obote regime that came to power in 1980 set up the Karamoja Development Agency.

In its early years, Museveni’s government saw water and pasture as Karamoja’s primary problem and although there were efforts to build water reservoirs, these plans got bogged down in divergence of opinion between donor agencies and the government while graft ate away at whatever resources were availed by the state. 

Previous appointees to the office have had little impact, often blaming underfunding. The state also appeared to have designated Karamoja as an area that should be the responsibility of donors.

But the region has recently come into Museveni’s orbit again as he eyes it for a number of pet projects. 

Its mineral potential aside, Karamoja, with its sparse population, is one of those parts of Uganda that still have large tracts of arid but fertile land. In recent years the government has spoken of allocating parcels of this territory to Iranian and Libyan investors to launch large scale commercial farming that would involve bulk transfer of water from nearby water bodies for irrigation.

For the first time also, the government is committed to extending a bituminised road to Moroto, the region’s capital. 

These programmes have the potential to transform Karamoja, but they could also turn out be Mrs Museveni’s Waterloo. 

Previous efforts at exploitation of the region’s gold deposits resulted in conflict with locals after the South African proxy for local interests fenced off miles of land, cutting off traditional migratory corridors for pastoralists and their herds.

If Museveni’s designs for the region include getting his wife to charm the Karimojong off their land, then she has a long treacherous road ahead of her. 
Health 
Anthrax bacteria not seen – Wildlife body (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672375 

THE team that was dispatched to Queen Elizabeth National Park to investigate the the existence of anthrax has not detected any trace of the bacteria that causes the disease. 

“The preliminary results indicate that there is no anthrax in the five samples collected in the last three days, but further examinations will be undertaken in Entebbe,” said Obongo Okello, the conservation manager for the park. 

Okello noted that the team did not encounter any carcasses apart from that of a young hippo. 

“We suspect that the calf could have been killed by older male hippos since it had a big wound on the head,” he explained. 

The New Vision on Friday reported that residents of Katunguru sub-county had discovered hippos which died under mysterious circumstances. 

The health ministry asked the Uganda Wildlife Authority to examine the carcasses to determine if the animals died of anthrax. 

This follows the death of six people in Bushenyi district aftereating the carcass of an antelope infected with anthrax. The animal is believed to have strayed from the park. 

The team, Okello said, had covered lakes Edward and George and Kazinga Channel. They also combed parts of Ishasha and Kisenyi where the communities reportedly ate the carcass of an antelope 

They toured Kyambura and by press time were inspecting the northern parts of Queen Elizabeth National Park. 

Anthrax is caused by bacteria and occurs mainly in cattle, goats and sheep. 

Human beings can get the disease by eating the meat of a sick animal. 

The animals get infected with the disease, especially during drought as they eat short grass, which is closer to the ground and in the process, pick spores of the bacteria. 

“The disease can be treated, but the problem is that most victims report to the health facilities when the disease is in advanced stages,” said Kagwa.
Uganda to use male 'cut' to stem HIV spread (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/magazine/-/434746/533094/-/15l5sih/-/index.html 

Uganda is developing a medical male circumcision national policy, and taking a leaf from Kenya’s successful strategy initiated last year. 

“We already have donors on board to support training of medical personnel, and a communication strategy that will strengthen acceptability,” said Dr Alex Opio, an official at the Ministry of Health. 

The World Health Organisation, the UN Aids, USAid and Unicef are already helping the government to develop the policy, which will give overall guidance on implementation. 

Under the policy, medical male circumcision will be free for all and easily accessible. It will target all willing males and will be conducted by trained medical personnel at standard health facilities. 

Kenya last year was the first country in East Africa to adopt a national male circumcision policy. 

Medical male circumcision will be part of a comprehensive HIV prevention package that is focused on the ABC princiaple — Abstain, Be Faithful and and use Condoms — for the prevention of HIV/Aids. 

“We are picking up lessons from the Kenyan male circumcision policy to feed into ours. This year, we are going to come up with a written policy on how to roll out. We also want to make it clear that it is not a stand-alone but will be used alongside the ABC strategy,” said Dr Opio. 

He said this will be emphasised because people may get the idea they are fully protected when medical male circumcision is not 100 per cent protective. 

Dr Jesse Kagimba, presidential advisor on HIV/Aids, said the availability of anti-retroviral drugs has created a sense of complacency and MMC is expected to help reduce HIV transmission. 

Uganda’s HIV prevalence rate has fluctuated between 30 per cent in the 1980s, 18 per cent in the early 1990s and 5 per cent by 2000. 

It now stands at an estimated 6.4 per cent of the adult population, but remains high among vulnerable populations — at 28 per cent among fishermen and 12 per cent among discordant couples. 

A study done in South Africa, Kenya and Uganda showed that male circumcision reduces sexual transmission of HIV from women to men by at least 50 per cent.
Dr Kagimba said education campaigns especially targeting women will be carried out and facilities put in place to perform medical male circumcision. 

Men usually consult their partners when they are going for the “cut” and women are likely to support it after being provided with information, he said.
Compulsory health scheme starts July (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Compulsory_health_scheme_starts_July_80355.shtml 

Cabinet has passed a unanimous resolution to introduce a compulsory national health insurance scheme this July, Daily Monitor has learnt.

The scheme was approved during a special sitting last Friday, in which it was agreed that government provides Shs80 billion as an initial package to kick-start it.

“We have debated the new health insurance scheme and agreed that it starts in July this year,” a minister, who requested for anonymity in order to discuss freely, told Daily Monitor recently.

“This scheme is compulsory to all salaried employees and we have tasked the health minister to present our new policy to Parliament as a matter of urgency.”

The scheme has been in the pipeline for three years now but the government shelved the idea each time it was due for implementation, with health ministry officials citing inadequate preparations.

The State Minister for Health, Dr Richard Nduhuura, who presented the new policy to cabinet on Friday, confirmed the resolution. “The new health insurance scheme starts in July this year. There will not be any more postponement; at least not to my knowledge,” he said.

Officials say the scheme will insure workers against any future health-related expenses. On the other hand, the government expects to raise billions of shillings from the scheme as well as improve health care through a shared risk policy similar to what used to be the cost-sharing arrangement.

Sources told Daily Monitor that the cabinet also agreed that all workers in formal employment pay 4 per cent of their gross salary and the employers top-up with 4 per cent, while the government subsidises the scheme with another 4 per cent, making a total of 12 per cent. 

The new cabinet decision is, however, unlikely to be eagerly received by the more than 230,000 salaried workers who had earlier objected to the scheme, arguing that it would negatively impact on their purchasing power since they already contribute 5 per cent of their salaries to the mandatory National Social Security Fund (NSSF) in addition to the recently introduced Local Service Tax.

The Commissioner of Health Services and Planning, Dr Francis Runumi, however, said one of the positive spin-offs from the new scheme is that it will benefit all the dependants of the contributing employee.

“All out-patient services will be covered without discrimination,” Dr Runumi said. “Under the new scheme, you fall sick and present a card to any of our accredited health facilities to be treated. 

The scheme shall only discriminate cosmetic surgery but other diseases including HIV/Aids will be covered.”

The executive director of the Private Sector Foundation, Mr Gabriel Hatega, said the government addressed their concerns but declined to give details, saying it could jeopardise the harmonious position reached. 

Dr Runumi confirmed that the new policy was overhauled to address most stakeholders’ concerns. It is understood that the scheme would begin with contributions from public sector workers, who are estimated to be worth Shs90 billion annually and would later be spread out to the private sector.

“The private sector was concerned about representation but we sorted out the problem and included workers’ representatives on the board. We have no problem, apart from some MPs, but we shall continue to sensitise them on the need to have this policy,” he said.

Asked about the plight of private health insurance schemes, Dr Runumi said all employees will be compelled to contribute to the scheme, adding that private health insurance providers will have to either work with the government or have their schemes terminated.

The cabinet approval of the new health insurance scheme is also likely to complicate efforts by the National Social Security Scheme (NSSF) to have another parallel health insurance which is being fast-tracked for all its members. 

Under the NSSF’s proposed health insurance scheme, there will be no need for any additional contributions on the part of the members of NSSF for any medical insurance. A source close to NSSF told Daily Monitor yesterday that at least 3 per cent of an employee’s total 15 per cent contribution to NSSF will be more than adequate for medical coverage to members and their dependants. 

However, at Parliament, workers representatives have rejected the policy, arguing that the new scheme might turn predatory on the meagre earnings of employees as they have already paid heavily through NSSF monthly contributions. 

Kenya, Rwanda and Nigeria have already launched their comprehensive health care schemes with millions of insured people accessing in-patient treatment for all ailments, including HIV/AIDS in accredited health facilities. 

Simple new test for kala azar (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/magazine/-/434746/533090/-/15l5sid/-/index.html 

Medicins Sans Frontieres, the international humanitarian and medical relief agency, has called for the adoption of a simple kit to screen for kala azar, one of the world’s neglected diseases.

The easy-to-use Opti Leish diagnostic kit is already in use in some clinics run by MSF in northern Kenya. 

Using the kit, a kala azar test can be done in much the same way a simple malaria screening is done using a drop of the patient’s blood.

Kala azar (visceral leishmaniasis) is endemic in parts of Kenya and Uganda. 

It is transmitted by the sand fly and kills about 50,000 people each year globally out of 500,000 affected. 

Its symptoms are weight loss, swelling of the spleen and liver, and anaemia. If left untreated, it can have a fatality rate as high as 100 per cent within two years.

“Anybody who can do a finger prick, who knows how to keep time and how to count drops can use this test,” said an MSF doctor, Dagemlidet Worku, on the organisation’s website. “The results come through in 20 to 25 minutes and are around 97 per cent accurate in terms of sensitivity and specificity.”

According to MSF, more widespread use of the simple test will expedite the fight against kala azar, since the current recommended screening methods, which require electricity, are not widely available in far-flung health clinics. 

Another hurdle that needs to be overcome, MSF says, is the challenge of providing effective treatments to those diagnosed with the disease. Only a handful of drugs exist to treat kala azar. 

The most common treatment used today, a drug known as sodium stibogluconate (SSG), was developed in the 1930s. 

Its use is long and painful, consisting of intra-muscular injections every day for 30 days. It is also expensive, costing at least $100 in private pharmacies. 

The second line treatment, which is used when SSG fails, is called ambisome.
It is much more favourable than SSG, being a seven-day treatment course that is administered as an infusion.

According to MSF, ambisome is 98 per cent effective in the treatment of kala azar. 

Observed Dr Worku about current treatements: “It’s a shorter treatment, which is more effective and less toxic. If the pharmaceutical industry were researching and developing alternative treatments for kala azar obviously we would prefer to treat all our patients with Ambisome. But there are not many new drugs coming onto the market so we have to save the best treatment for difficult cases, because if people develop resistance to Ambisome then we’re really left with no options.”

According to MSF, ambisome is 98 per cent effective in the treatment of kala azar. 
Why Traditional Birth Attendants are not the best option (Sunday Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/672302 

FOR over 40 years, Lusi Mumbere, now, 70, has been a traditional birth attendant (TBA). She grew up in Rwenzori mountains and did not have any formal education. 

As a young girl, she was fortunate to have attended a birth attendants’ training programme that was held in Kabarole district. 

The tutoring was done in her local language-Lutooro. This helped her understand the challenges women face during childbirth. 

She says the illustrations which she saw during the training have helped her over the years. 

Today, she can detect a complication and refer the pregnant mother to a health care unit. 

When Population Services International (PSI) officials visited her home where she assists women to deliver, she showed them the illustrations which she referred to as her professional guardian. 

The illustrations, which she has kept for years, are printed on pieces of cloth. They depict different situations, for instance how a foetus can be wrongly positioned and the umbilical chord gets tangled around the baby’s neck. 

Other illustrations show various complications of a pregnant woman. 

58% of women in Uganda deliver at home with the help of a TBA like Mumbere. Some of the TBAs are self-trained while others learn through apprenticeship. 

The director for health services at the Ministry of Health, Dr. Sam Zaramba, says very few of the TBAs can detect a problem early enough to refer a pregnant mother to a hospital. 

“They always wait till it is too late. By the time such mothers are brought to the hospitals, they are either dead or cannot survive the surgery,” he says. 

He cites complications like when a mother delivers and in the process loses a lot of blood or when the baby is lying in a wrong position. He advises all women to deliver in hospitals under the care of trained medical personnel. 

“The Ministry of Health has tried to train some of them but only a few number appreciate this effort.” 

Dr. Esther Karamagi Nkolo, the in-charge of health services at PSI, says: “It is very important for mothers to deliver in hospitals. This way they are carefully monitored during the pregnancy and after child delivery.” 

“Bleeding after delivery is the main cause of maternal mortality. The technical manager at Engender Health, Dr. Henry Kakande, said pregnant women should always be advised to go to hospital as early as possible to access antenatal services. 

Kakande says the history of the mother and the laboratory tests that are done are essential in reducing maternal mortality. 

Other essential tests during pregnancy involve tests for sexually transmitted diseases and tests to determine blood pressure. 

Dr Kakande advised women to prepare for child delivery in advance.

Agriculture
Using wild rice to fight pests (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Using_wild_rice_to_fight_pests_80226.shtml 

February 21, 2009 

As the global food crisis continues to bite, Ugandan scientists are looking for more innovative, yet cost effective ways of increasing food production. 

The use of wild rice to fight pests affecting indigenous rice varieties is part of a new strategy that crop scientists hope can improve food production in the country.

Ugandan farmers usually grow rice varieties like the upland rice and the Nerica species among others. 

According to scientists at the National Genetic Plant Resources Centre for Crops in Entebbe, farmers growing various rice species normally get poor yields because the cereal is destroyed by a pest called Yellow Mottle.

The Director of the National Agricultural Research Laboratories Institute (NRLI), Dr John Mulumba Waswa, told Saturday Monitor in an interview last week that the centre is working jointly with scientists in other crop research centres like Namulonge and Kawanda to fight the problem.

He said the centre has discovered that the wild rice species if crossed with the indigenous ones will help curb the destruction of the rice variety by the Yellow Mottle pest.

“We have discovered that there is wild rice in the country. They are of four different species which include two forest types and two swampy types which contain genes that are resistant to the Yellow Mottle pest which is a destroyer of rice worldwide,” Dr Wasswa said.

He said the wild forest rice is found in Mabira Forest, Budongo Forest in Masindi District and Marabigambo Forest in Rakai District while the swampy types are found in areas around Lake Kyoga and at Masindi port and other swampy areas.

According to Dr Wasswa, the wild rice species have been in existence for a long time but no one knew about them yet they could be edible especially during famine as they are not poisonous.

The National Genetic Plant Resources Centre has already planted the wild rice at their gene bank in the Botanical gardens, Entebbe.

Dr Wasswa says if the project succeeds, the product will be given to farmers to improve their production.

The head of the cereal programme at Namulonge, Dr Jimmy Lamo, is currently carrying out this research but using wild rice species imported from the breeding centre in Benin.

Mr Lamo told Saturday Monitor that people in Benin began cultivating and eating the wild rice called Glabrrin species the moment they discovered it was edible.

Scientists in Benin carried out a similar research by crossing these species into the indigenous rice and came up with the Nerica rice species which is also popular in Uganda today. 

Dr Lamo said NCHRRI began on the project of using Glabrrin rice in 2006 and the project will end in September this year.

However, the project is renewable and will now embark on Ugandan wild species called Longistaminata which is already being conserved at the botanical garden in Entebbe.

“Since the international agreement on the plant genetic treaty allows free sharing of crop species throughout the world, the centre obtained an import permit from the Ministry of Agriculture and we were able to import these plantlets in to the country.

I immediately embarked on massive crossing of the species by placing the species into tubes which last in the laboratory for one month before they are transferred to the field. Right now we have planted these seedlings in one hectare of land at the institute and if the end result is of good quality, we shall definitely give it to the farmers for planting,” Dr Lamo said.

He, however, said the centre is faced with the challenge of the crossed seedlings getting destroyed due to the environmental conditions.

“When I tried to cross the species 200 times, I ended up getting 15 seeds, so what I have now embarked on is to carry out massive crossing in order to get more seeds,” he said. 

Dr Lamo said countries like Kenya, South Africa and some countries in West Africa have conducted the trials in various wild rice species and it has proved successful.
Regional 
Uganda, Kenya clash over island (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/672362 

THE tiny Island of Migingo in the middle of Lake Victoria has sparked off a row between Kenya and Uganda. The two governments have now set up a joint border committee to verify where the one-acre island falls. 

Kenya’s Prime Minister Raila Odinga and the East African Community (EAC) minister, Amason Kingi, are expected in Uganda this week in a bid to find a solution to the ownership row. 

Kingi told a press conference in Nairobi on Saturday that the conflict was threatening the EAC, hence the need to urgently address the issue. 

The Kenyan minister said many fishermen on the island had fled for fear of being attacked by the Uganda People’s Defence Forces, which he said had invaded the island. 

Uganda’s foreign affairs ministry permanent secretary Ambassador James Mugume yesterday said the two countries had decided to keep the status quo on the island until the verification exercise was over. 

“East African affairs minister Eriya Kategaya met the Kenyan security minister last week and agreed that the status quo holds. We have set up a joint team of technicians and surveyors to look at the maps and establish the borderline,” he said. 

A ministerial meeting, he said, had been scheduled for March 13-14 to iron out the issue. 

He said both countries had deployed security personnel to quell any “excitement” that may arise out of the confusion. 

There was tension last week after Uganda sent more security personnel to guard the island. 

Police spokesperson Judith Nabakooba told the weekly press briefing in Kampala that marine officials and anti-riot police were dispatched to the island on Thursday. 

“Kenyan police officers attacked Migingo and threatened to take over (the island). They came with guns and an assortment of items. We have, therefore, sent marine officials and anti-riot police there,” she said. 

Thursday’s clash is the second in five months. 

“It is no longer tenable to trust parties involved to get a solution on their own. To make sure the disputes are solved once and for all, the EAC should also arbitrate on the disputes involving the other four islands of Lolwe (Dolwe), Remba, Sigulu and Mayasi,” the Daily Nation said on Saturday. 

They quoted the Nyanza provincial commissioner, Paul Olando, as saying that Kenyan security personnel had gone to the island to “follow up on some intelligence information we had received and this was not the first time we were sending them there.” 

He said Kenya had not posted the eight officers permanently since the ownership issue was still under discussion. 

Olando said the security personnel, who were later joined on the island by the Migori district commissioner, Julius Mutula, returned after a meeting with their Ugandan counterparts. 

He denied reports that Kenyans had been detained by Ugandan forces, adding that there was no tension between the two countries over the dispute. 

Kenya has formed a four-man inter-ministerial team led by lands minister James Orengo to address the issue. 

Last year, Kenya and Uganda hired a mapping firm to survey the island. A report compiled by the company was last week debated by members of the East African Legislative Assembly in Rwanda. 

Kenyan internal security minister George Saitoti said presidents Mwai Kibaki and Museveni were in talks to resolve the dispute. 

See Also:

Kenyan Police boss wasn’t aware of deployment on disputed island – IGP (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kenyan_Police_boss_wasn_t_aware_of_deployment_on_disputed_island_-_IGP_80359.shtml 

Rwandan troops start preparations to leave Congo (Reuters)

http://www.thetimes.co.za/PrintEdition/Insight/Article.aspx?id=943999 

Feb 21, 2009

Rwandan troops winding up an operation against Rwandan Hutu rebels in eastern Congo began preparations on Saturday for a withdrawal next week, while peacekeepers worked out how to protect areas they will leave.

Rwanda sent thousands of troops into its larger neighbour last month with the agreement of its former foes in the Kinshasa government to help hunt down Rwandan rebels who are a root cause of 15 years of conflict in Congo since Rwanda's 1994 genocide.

Congolese President Joseph Kabila, who is facing vocal criticism from political opponents in Kinshasa for inviting in former enemies Rwanda and Uganda to hunt rebels in eastern Congo, has said foreign troops would leave by Feb. 28.

Rwanda Defence Forces (RDF) troops have been tracking down members of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), which includes Hutus who took part in Rwanda's genocide, which killed an estimated 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

Uganda, whose forces are simultaneously pursuing Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in Orientale Province, is seeking an extension to its operation, but Rwanda said on Friday it would withdraw all its troops by the middle of next week.

Hundreds of troops in the village of Kilambo and two other nearby settlements in North Kivu province packed their kit bags and stowed mortars and rocket launchers on Saturday for the march back towards the provincial capital Goma.

Rwandan officers told Reuters their forces would gather around 25 miles (15 miles) west of Goma ahead of a final parade on Wednesday and return over the border into Rwanda.

BLOODY REPRISALS

The Ugandan-led offensive triggered bloody reprisal attacks by LRA fighters who have killed nearly 900 civilians since the mission began in December, and over 100 people have been killed in reprisals by FDLR rebels, U.S.-based Human Rights Watch says.

Hundreds more, mostly children, have been abducted.

The killings of defenceless civilians has provoked bitter criticism not only of the Ugandan, Rwandan and Congolese armies for failing to protect Congolese living in the operation zones, but also of the world's biggest peacekeeping operation, MONUC.

MONUC chief Alan Doss said the 17,000-strong force was discussing with the Congolese Army (FARDC) how best to coordinate operations in the area once the Rwandan forces left.

"We have made the protection of civilians the first objective of the (U.N.) Security Council," Doss told reporters in Goma on Saturday. 

"We don't want the FDLR to try to return to population centres because we know they have committed abuses and crimes ... The FDLR must recognise time has moved on and they can no longer hide here in Congo."

U.N. officials say hundreds of FDLR fighters and their families have surrendered and requested repatriation to Rwanda, but most of an estimated 6,000 FDLR remain hidden in the bush.

The Germany-based head of the FDLR, Ignace Murwanashyaka, sent an open letter this week to the President of the U.N. Security Council calling for direct talks with Rwanda's Tutsi-led government and an inter-Rwandan political dialogue.

"The crimes that the RPA/FARDC coalition is committing are neither more nor less than a genocide against the Hutu ethnic group," Murwanashyaka said in the letter which was distributed on Saturday.

Hated no more, UN offers the only hope for fleeing refugees (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/533032/-/rka63mz/-/index.html 

Last year they were burning roads, throwing stones and consigning the United Nations to a fiery hell.

Now Congolese citizens of the war-torn North Kivu province, whom the peacekeeping mission here, Monuc, failed to protect in their hour of need, are turning to the UN as maybe their best, or only, hope.

With thousands of Rwandan and Congolese troops crawling through the Virunga forests, targeting Hutu extremists responsible for the 1994 Rwanda genocide, thousands of the latter’s dependents, fearing for their lives, are hoping to return to Rwanda.

The scattered outposts of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees are their first frontiers of hope, and some of them walk for days to reach one.

The UN says it has repatriated over 3,500 people since the joint campaign between Kigali and Kinshasa started.

Nearly 1,300 members of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), a 6,000 strong Hutu-centric rebellion bent on toppling the Kigali regime, have handed in their weapons and made plans to return to the country they left 15 years ago. Another 2,000 returnees comprise their families and other unrelated refugees. 

“They are emerging from remote areas,” said UNCHR spokesperson Ron Redmond recently. “They are mainly women and children.” 

The moves mark a major turn for the United Nations, which was widely criticised in the Congo for failing to defend the population against Laurent Nkunda’s National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP), a nationally ambitious rebellion in North Kivu province. 

Some of those looking for help are former fighters, but most are family members and unassociated Hutu who believe the art of distinction in warfare won’t spare them from the assault on the FDLR.

Kigali has long promised all those wishing to return to Rwanda safe passage and an open, welcoming society. In the Congo, though, where spin and propaganda reign supreme, some find that hard to believe.

“We are afraid to go home because we will be killed,” one FDLR commander told the press recently in the Congo. “There is no peace in Rwanda, so we are ready to fight.”

But in the midst of their fight, the FDLR has killed some of the very people they have lived among for over a decade.

Over 100 people have been murdered in what Human Rights Watch calls “ghastly proportions,” in the first two weeks of the joint operation.
In a particularly gruesome account, an FDLR commander called a town meeting in the village of Ufamandu, then told the population they “would not be allowed to leave,” and that the FDLR were “sharpening [their] spears and machetes.” One witness saw a 10-year-old girl beaten to death against a brick wall.

So, as before they feared the Tutsi-led “Rwandan” CNDP, and hated the United Nations for not defeating them, many Congolese are reaching out to the UN as they fear death at the hand of either the joint operations or a panic-stricken FDLR.

“We are reaping the fruit of many years of activities,” said UN Madnodje Mounoubai. “Certainly our messages are getting across to the people after many years of trying.”

For years, many of the squatter-refugees here have led normal lives. 

They came to the mountains of the Virunga forest in the Congo in 1994 after being driven out of Rwanda by the advancing Rwandan Patriotic Forces led by current President Paul Kagame. Since that time, nearly two million have settled in the area, traded and begun families.

Their existence, and the subsequent creation of Nkunda and his Tutsi-centric movement has led to a trans-generational wave of violence killing 5.4 million people.

It was the United Nations’ job to neutralise the rebel groups and guide the way to peace talks, integration and a stable, democratically elected Congo government.

Now, after being excommunicated from the new order by Kinshasa and Kigali, the UN is doing what it does best — provide beds, food and medicine.

Just three months ago, when the lake port city of Goma was on its knees before a Nkunda-led CNDP, many Congolese mutinied against peacekeeping forces, stoning Monuc headquarters, attacking vehicles and toppling municipal statues.

When the CNDP called a ceasefire and secured humanitarian aid corridors, it took the UN almost a week to reach 250,000 displaced, hungry and weary people. 

During CNDP raids on northern towns such as Kanyabayonga, UN battalions took cover in their forts as many Congolese clung helplessly outside.

Two weeks ago, international charity Medicins Sans Frontieres accused the UN of failing to protect civilians in the north of Congo against an entirely different rebel group, Uganda’s Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army. One report says the LRA killed over 500 on Christmas Day, last year
Throughout its 17,000 troop-strong, $1 billion annual-budget history, Monuc has come up short. It has been linked to oil scandals, diamond theft and, most notoriously, raping girls in North Kivu province.

Now the nightmares of yesteryear are disappearing in the heady rush of events and enemies becoming friends, and even the best chance for survival.
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