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Joint Operations Against LRA

Army kills three LRA rebels in Congo (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Army_kills_three_LRA_rebels_in_Congo_80434.shtml 

The UPDF, on Sunday killed three Lords Resistance Army (LRA) rebels and captured one in a battle that took place in North West of Duru in DR Congo.

The Army and Defence Spokesman Maj. Felix Kulaigye, told Daily Monitor yesterday that UPDF also rescued a number of Sudanese nationals.

“We had contact with LRA this morning, we killed three, captured one and rescued a number of Sudanese captives,” he said. 

About 30 LRA rebels have been reported dead since the turn of the new year. Maj. Kulaigye said, UPDF has rescued “a number” of Sudanese captives who were yesterday (Sunday) returned to Sudan.

He described “Lightning Thunder” as a success and said UPDF is disappointed with the critics of the operation. Operation ‘Lightning Thunder,’ is a code name for the current military offensive against the rebels. 

The army says its operation in Congo gets most of the attention in the region, yet what is happening in Somalia is worse. 

“We really wish Somalia which has a serious problem stemming from a failed state, Islamic extremism and terrorism drew as much attention and support as Congo” Maj. Kulaigye has said, adding, “Troops are maintaining focus against the rebels and not letting up.”

He said the situation of civilians in the Congo has improved since the December killings of about 80 civilians, an account of which was released by New York based Human Rights Watch (HRW) last week.

HRW says the massacres are grounds to indict more of LRA members. 

South Sudan’s Equatoria receives five former LRA abductees (Sudan Tribune)
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article30265 

The Ugandan People’s Defense Forces (UPDF) this weekend airlifted five former captives of the rebel LRA from Dungu to Yambio town; three of them are ladies, two of the ladies have given birth to one child each and the other lady is believed to be pregnant with three months.

Victoria Geriwa, 18, from Maridi, she was abducted in 2006, she has given birth to one year and one month baby; Isaac John, 20, from Ezo, he was abducted in March 2008; Lojong John, 15, from Lanya, he was abducted in 2008; Nyangi Gislan, 16, from Lanya, she was abducted in 2007, she has given birth to a 8 months baby and Rozeta Borotiranite, 17, from Source Yubu in Tambura County, she was abducted in 2008.

Troops from Uganda Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Southern Sudan launched a joint military operation "Light Thunder" since December 14, 2008 to oust the Lord’s Resistance Army from its hide-outs in DRC. But the operation has so far failed to capture LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony.

However Captain Adeo Akiiki, the spokesperson for the joint force said following an indoor meeting with the state authorities that, "allied forces main aims and targets were to rescue and free the women and children abducted by the LRA rebels, destroy the bases and military strength of LRA forces which was reorganizing in the Garamba jungles and force Joseph Kony to sign the Juba Peace agreement."

He further said that the forces of the joint operation have rescued 265 abductees from Sudan, DRC and CAR. Seventy of the abductees are from southern Sudan citizens, who we have just handed over some to the state government of Western Equatoria State.

The Ugandan and southern Sudanese troops are expected to pullout from the DRC by the end of this month, said Congolese government spokesman Lambert Mende today.

"We estimate that they will not have anything more to do here," Mende said. Congolese police, troops and United Nations’ peacekeepers would continue the operation, he added.

The allied forces are estimating between 150 and 200 LRA rebels to have been killed during the operations since mid December last year.

Captain Akiiki said that, "the two phases of the fighting using air and ground have succeeded in killing 46 LRA forces using the ground operations and the aerial phase have killed more than one hundred, as it is difficult to count those ones."

"The Allied forces have captured some ten combat fighters, apart from the officers," he added.

But one of former abductees believes that "aerial bombardments will not stop LRA from committing more crimes, looting and abductions, as they continue to hide in the thick bushes, ground forces and only ground attacks will help to bring an end to the brutal scenes of LRA activities.

He further said that the regional operations disrupted the rebels’ plans to return to southern Sudan.

However the Captain Akiiki said the joint forces have managed to destroy the camps the LRA rebels had set up in Garamba forests, camp Swahili, camp Kabua and camp Boo and others as well as capturing and destroying some LRA equipments. 

UN sends 1,000 extra troops to DR Congo (ABC)

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/02/24/2499717.htm?section=justin 

The United Nations is strengthening its presence in the Democratic Republic of Congo as part of its military operations against rebels in the north.

More than 1,000 Egyptian troops are expected to arrive shortly.

A company of troops will be sent to the town of Dungu, which has been at the heart of an area attacked by the Lord's Resistance Army. 

An attack helicopter and two transport helicopters will also help strengthen the UN presence in the area. 

The UN operation in DR Congo, known as Monuc, has been criticised for failing to protect civilians from the LRA, which killed and maimed more than 1,000 villagers in a series of brutal atrocities that began on Christmas Day. 

Northern Uganda

School closed over ghosts (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/672421 

Kitgum district leaders have temporarily closed Layamo Agwata Primary School in Palabek-Gem sub-county after pupils turned violent. 

School authorities claim the children were possessed by ghosts of persons killed during the LRA insurgency. The chairman, John Ogwok, said the ghosts have been strangling pupils. 

Ogwok added that religious and political leaders who went to conduct prayers in the school on Saturday, fled when they were attacked by ghosts. 

The school and district leaders agreed to close the school for two weeks to conduct more prayers and rituals. 

There are plans to exhume the remains in a mass grave near the school for reburial. “We shall negotiate with the religious leaders to allow the elders to conduct rituals to chase away the ghosts,” Ogwok said. 

Religious leaders rejected earlier attempts by elders and parents to perform rituals at the school. The LC3 chairman, Johnson Patrick Olaa, said his office was investigating reports that the ghosts instructed their victims to get guns and axes to fight the rest of the children. 

Those affected were tied with ropes and taken to hospital.
Govt gives textbooks to north (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Govt_gives_textbooks_to_north_80417.shtml 

All primary four to seven pupils under the UPE programme in northern Uganda are to receive English and Mathematics textbooks, the outgoing Minister for Primary Education, Mr Peter Lokeris, has said.

Mr Lokeris said the government has procured a total of over 1 million assorted textbooks worth Shs15 billion. Ten districts and two municipalities in the region will benefit. 

“Under this intervention, we aim to achieve a pupil to textbook ratio of 1:1 in English and mathematics,” Mr Lokeris said. 

The last time the ministry offered books to schools was in 2005. The second phase will be done mid next year.
Women Denied Land Rights (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=350372&apc_state=henh 

Maureen Aceng, 15, a resident of the Mucwini internal refugee camp 14 kilometres north of Kitgum, longs to be back at her home village.

Instead, she lives in a collapsing mud and thatch hut surrounded by demolished and overgrown mud compounds, unsure of her future.

Aceng is among thousands of women who have been left landless in northern Uganda, as more than 1.5 million former refugees now flock to their villages to reestablish their homes, fields and way of life.

Many women like her remain in the largely dismantled camps, having nowhere to go because as orphans, widows and divorcees they tend to lose out in family disputes over land and are too poor to seek legal redress. 

Aceng lost her father in 2002 when he was burned to death in a hut by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, during one of the most vicious periods of the conflict with the Ugandan army that wracked northern Uganda from 1986 to 2006. 

The LRA left northern Uganda in 2006 for the northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, where it is currently being pursued by the Ugandan army. LRA leader Joseph Kony and other top commanders are wanted by the International Criminal Court, ICC, for war crime and crimes against humanity.

Then just two years ago, Aceng’s mother died from an illness.

Like many others her age, Aceng was born and raised in a refugee camp and only has a vague awareness of her village. When her mother fell ill and died, she said, her only uncle was entrusted to take care of her and her 10-year-old brother.

But her uncle never provided any care, she explained.

"When I asked my uncle when we [were] going back home, he asked me '[to] whose land?’” Aceng said.

She later learned that her uncle had sold her family’s land after her mother died.

Aceng said her former neighbours in the refugee camp moved to their home village a year ago, leaving her to feed herself and her brother.

"We get so helpless sometimes,” she told IWPR. “We take each day at a time. The thought of the next day just scares me.

"If I fail to get what [I need] to eat today, what will I eat tomorrow?" 

Rose Lawila, a 65-year-old widow and mother of five, said she has been embroiled in a land dispute with her nephews.

A resident of Okidi village near Kitgum, Lawila said her husband died twenty years ago, and her brother gave her a piece of land.

But since her brother's death two years ago, his children have been threatening her, she said, telling her to leave the land and claiming that it belongs to their late father.

"Although the matter [has] reached the local authorities, they continued vandalising my property and started building their house on the land," she said of her nieces and nephews. 

"I was advised to take the matter to higher legal authorities, but where do I get such huge sums of money to hire a lawyer?” 

In Uganda, an estimated 50 per cent of women live in poverty, which means they cannot afford to seek legal solutions to property disputes. 

In 1988, the Uganda government granted judicial authority to local council courts to provide inexpensive, but expedient and culturally acceptable judicial solutions to land disputes.

But some women advocates argue that the local councils have failed to protect the property rights of women and instead favour men.

Hellen Achan, the coordinator for Sexual and Gender Based Violence, SGBV, in Kitgum said local court arbiters tend to use “rule of persons” instead of the “rule of law” to make decisions, meaning that their rulings are often based on their personal preferences and prejudices, not the law.

The chairman of the Kitgum town council court, Daramoi Luwum, told IWPR that women should never be treated with leniency in land disputes, since they are often eligible to own land both at their parents' and their in-laws' homes. 

"A woman who is denied access to land by her in-laws shouldn't be pitied because they always have alternatives at their parent's homes," Daramoi said.

According to government statistics, however, only eight per cent of land in Uganda is owned by women, yet more than 80 per cent are engaged in agriculture, the back bone of the economy.

Although Uganda has no laws barring women from owning land, they have few property rights in reality because customary practice gives land to males.

Despite the 1995 constitution that guarantees gender equality and the appointment of women to leadership positions, women’s rights have made little progress. 

Britain should lead northern Uganda’s reconstruction (New Vision - OPINION)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/20/672401 

Norbert Mao

It is Sunday morning, February 22, and my mind is occupied by two main thoughts. One is about the late Prof. Dan Mudoola who was brutally murdered in a grenade attack on February 22, in 1993 — exactly 16 years ago. 

A brilliant scholar who was nicknamed Uganda’s Huntington by Prof. Apolo Nsibambi due to his relentless pursuit of institution building, Mudoola, at the time of his death, was vice-chairman of the Uganda Constitution Commission (also known as the Odoki Commission). But for me, Mudoola was an intellectual mentor with whom I spent many valuable moments. Above all, his work exposed colonial distortions. And of course, he studied at Sir Samuel Baker School in Gulu — my home. 

The second thing on my mind is the visit of Britain’s minister for international development to Gulu. Britain being the former colonial master of Uganda is still a significant player in the affairs of the country. And Sir Samuel Baker was considered “a good imperialist” if ever there was such a thing and that is why a school was named after him. He was, to the aggrieved anti-colonial locals in Acholi, what Edmund Burke was to the American anti-colonial revolutionaries! 

Having held long discussions with his predecessor about what Britain can do for northern Uganda, I wonder what new thing I can say to the new minister. When Hilary Benn visited Gulu, the Juba peace talks had not yet started and he was under the impression that the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) was just a handful of disorganised zealots. He was due to meet President Museveni and I decided to share with him a complete organogram of the LRA structure and organisation (which I had obtained from impeccable foreign intelligence sources) with the intention of disabusing him of any oversimplified versions of the conflict in northern Uganda. 

I am sure that prepared him against the usual dismissive stance characteristic of the Uganda government’s narrative about the LRA. So what do I tell the new minister? Perhaps the starting point is what William Faulkner wrote: “The past isn’t dead and buried. In fact, it isn’t even past.” 

The northern question is still an issue. What we call the “northern question” is in fact about social differentiations and inequalities that the British colonial regime bequeathed to the independent state of Uganda. What we seek from Britain is a sense of responsibility about what is going on in Uganda and northern Uganda. 

The current predicament of northern Uganda was perhaps best captured by the outrage expressed by Jan Egeland, then UN under secretary-general for humanitarian affairs and emergency aid coordinator when he visited northern Uganda in October 2004. Jan Egeland said: “Where else in the world have there been 20,000 kidnapped children? Where else in the world have 90% of the population in large districts been displaced? Where else in the world do children make up 80% of the terrorist insurgency movement? For me, the situation is a moral outrage … 

A much bigger international investment (is needed) — in money, political engagement, diplomacy and also more concerted efforts to tell the parties there is no military solution… there is a solution through reconciliation, an end to the killing and the re-integration and demobilisation of the child combatants.” 

Jan Egeland’s strong words were largely responsible for the international support that was given to the Juba peace talks. To that extent, his outrage was pivotal. During the Juba peace talks, the US, which had listed the LRA among international terrorist organisations, decided to send an envoy, Tim Shortley, to represent it in the talks. Sweden and other European countries also sent diplomats, but Britain did not. 

Instead, it was fiddling with a hard-line resolution in concert with the US to the UN Security Council seeking to authorise military action against the LRA. Eventually in the wake of strong pro-peace talks lobby, the resolution was shelved. One other irony is that Sir Samuel Baker school has been adopted for renovation by Belgium and not Britain! Yet Britain fermented what has become known as the Northern Question. 

Before the Second World War, all ethnic groups in Uganda were represented in the army that fought alongside Britain in the war. These veterans were critical actors in the anti-colonial struggle. 

After 1945, Britain, in a deliberate move to divide and rule, decided that it was wiser to recruit the army mainly from northern Uganda. 

That is how people like Idi Amin came into the picture. 

In his book, Religion, Ethnicity and Politics in Uganda, Mudoola says: “Groups…. which had benefited by the colonial presence, acquired sub-cultures of possession”. This is the politics of Ebyaffe. 

According to Mamdani, in a 1972 visit, Amin went to Makerere with a full battalion of troops. He said: “I came with a full battalion of troops so that when you raise your heads from your books, you know who has power.” Amin then added: “On my way, I stopped at Mulago (the university teaching hospital) and I looked at your medical records and I saw that most of you are suffering from gonorrhea.” Then he paused and said: “I will not tolerate you spreading political gonorrhea in Uganda”. This attitude of “might is right” exists even in today’s Uganda. 

After 1945, the relatively sparsely populated northern Uganda was dominant in the military. Power was thus not about numbers, but military might. This situation continued until 1986 when Museveni and his NRA turned the tables. 

So what can Britain do? After 1945, Britain found itself in a dilemma. To actualise its divide and rule policy she recruited most of its military from the north. The north saw itself as a military power, while the South saw itself as the civil service reserve. The Northerners thus viewed themselves as the group to dominate the army. The gun and the military became the North’s ebyaffe. In the absence of military dominance, what is the alternative? What institutional framework can give a sense of belonging? If you remove the gun what do you replace it with? 

Yet Britain has not focused on these historical distortions. Post-conflict reconstruction in the north presents Britain with an opportunity to redress wrongs it visited on Uganda.

Karamoja 
Climate change and conflicts (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83096 

Karamoja, a semi-arid region in northeast Uganda, is in crisis: a potent mix of the impact of climate change - 14 droughts in 25 years - border conflicts, armed cattle-raids, and difficult development and sustainability issues are the main features, delegates at a recent conference on Climate Change and Security in Africa learned. 

The humanitarian impact has meant that the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has an ongoing food aid programme in Karamoja for the last 40 years. 

The situation in Karamoja was highlighted to raise awareness about the complex links between climate change, conflicts, migration and human security among pastoral communities in Africa by the France-based Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development (ACTED), a relief NGO which organised the conference, with Brussels-based think-tank Egmont Institute. 

Shortages of food and water brought on by the impact of climate change could escalate existing conflicts and generate others, warned a new report prepared by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and its Expert Advisory Group, which is coordinated by a Canadian policy think-tank, the International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

The report called for more research on how the impact of climate change could increase vulnerability to conflict, and how early warning could address the issue. 

Armed cattle raids - using mainly AK-47s - which in the past had been a survival response when disease and famine struck a community, had now become a common occurrence perpetrated for commercial gain, said ACTED's Victor Onenchan. 

The humanitarian crisis in Karamoja has long been forgotten, said David Knaute, another speaker from ACTED. "Since the Great Famine of 1980, during which 20 percent of the total population perished, several consecutive droughts have elevated the risk of food insecurity." 

WFP is feeding at least 970,000 of the 1.1 million people in Karamoja. "Insecurity problems and the presence of weapons have also caused serious displacement and humanitarian challenges, with hundreds of women and children fleeing to major Uganda towns (Kampala, Mbale, Jinja, Soroti) to make a living by begging, and most vulnerable populations settling near urban centres with no source of income," said Knaute.
Environmental factors could trigger conflicts in an unstable political situation, commented Daniel Compagnon, who teaches at the Science Po Bordeaux, an institute of political studies at the University of Bordeaux in France. Experts at the conference cautioned that "sensational" statements such as "climate change will lead to conflicts" should be avoided. 

Much research is still required to establish the links between climate change, human security, migration, and conflicts, said Fabrice Renaud, Associate Director of the UN University's Institute for Environment and Human Security. 

A 2007 UNEP report on the conflict in Sudan noted that the competition for natural resources brought about by climate change was "considered to be directly related to the conflict in the region, as desertification has added significantly to the stress on the livelihoods of pastoralist societies, forcing them to move south to find pasture." 

A number of analysts and reports have focused on pastoral communities, who live in some of the harshest conditions, and on the rising incidence of conflicts in such areas, which have often been attributed to competition for increasingly scarce natural resources due to global warming. 

About 40 percent of Africa's land is used by pastoral farmers, who are often semi-nomadic. This type of land use is as high as 80 percent in Kenya, according to Ali Wario, chair of the Specialist Task Force for the African Union Pastoralist Policy Framework for Africa. 

Romain Benicchio, of the development agency, Oxfam, noted in his presentation at the ACTED/Egmont conference that dry and pastoralist areas occupy 70 percent of the Horn of Africa. 

Pastoralists represent 10 percent of the total population in Kenya, 20 percent in Uganda and 10 percent in Tanzania, and most are extremely poor: around 90 percent of such communities in Kenya live in poverty compared to the national average of 50 percent, he said. 

Countries in the Sahel belt have also suffered several long and recurring droughts in the past few decades, and the region has recently been dubbed the "ground zero" of climate change. 

A multifaceted solution is needed 

Years of political and economic marginalization, inappropriate development policies, a rise in abnormal climate events, and competition for natural resources had affected the ability of pastoralists to maintain a sustainable livelihood, said Benicchio.
He called for weather insurance, improved market access, microfinance and cash-transfer social welfare programmes to build resilience. 

The new UNEP/Expert Advisory Group report said any attempt to bring lasting peace to the Sahel region would need to place adaptation at the centre of their development and conflict prevention plans. 

Governments would need to rehabilitate the natural resource base, and address tensions related to access and tenure. A policy initiative by the African Union, in collaboration with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, hopes to address some of the issues. 

Wario, who heads the Specialist Task Force for the African Union Pastoralist Policy Framework for Africa, said they were in the process of establishing an agenda for the framework. 

Health 
Measles kills 4 in Hoima (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Measles_kills_4_in_Hoima_80414.shtml 

Measles has killed four children in Hoima District. The outbreak comes barely a month after the district grappled with meningitis that killed over 10 people.

The district disease surveillance officer, Mr Bonny Tinkamanyire, said measles is ravaging Buhuka parish in Kyangwali Sub-county. 

The disease reportedly broke out in the sub-county in the last two weeks. Buhuka parish is on the Uganda-Congo border. 

Measles is one of the leading killer diseases among children which can be prevented through immunisation. 

District Health Officer Joseph Ruyonga said blood samples were taken from the affected children and were tested at the Entebbe Virus Institute. 

“The tests proved to be positive,” Dr Ruyonga told the Daily Monitor on Friday. 

He said the district has embarked on a massive vaccination exercise targeting children under five. 

“We received the vaccines and we immunised the children,” Dr Ruyonga said without revealing the total number of children immunised so far. 

He said the district teamed up with officials from Unepi and World Health Organisation to immunise the children. 

Health Minister Stephen Mallinga has blamed the outbreak on “negligence”.

Dr Mallinga blamed parents for failure to immunise their children and added that measles is “just a result of lack of vaccination.”

Measles is a contagious viral disease which mostly affects children. Initial symptoms include high fever, runny nose, bloodshot eyes, and tiny white spots on the inside of the mouth.
Regions to get intensive care units (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Regions_to_get_intensive_care_units_80430.shtml 

If the government makes good its promise, over the next five years all regional referral hospitals will have intensive care units (ICUs) for critically ill patients.

The revelation w=as made on Friday by Dr Kenya Mugisha, the director of clinical services in the Ministry of Health.

“The President has directed the Ministry of Finance to borrow money to a tune of $100 million per year for the next five years. And all this will be within our reach,” said Dr Mugisha, while officiating at the launch of blood gas analysis in Ugandan health care.

The Danish company, Radiometer Medical, makes the blood gas analyser machines and distributes them through local pharmaceutical firm Surgipharm Uganda Limited.

The machines evaluate how effectively the lungs deliver oxygen to the blood and how efficiently they eliminate carbon dioxide from it.
Workers reject health scheme (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Workers_reject_health_scheme_80424.shtml 

The proposed national health insurance scheme met its first hurdle yesterday after Members of Parliament representing workers said it was unfair and exploitative.

Daily Monitor reported yesterday that Cabinet had unanimously agreed to introduce the scheme in July under which workers in formal employment will be required to pay 4 per cent of their gross salary with their employers and the government each matching that contribution.

However, Workers’ MP Sam Lyomoki said yesterday that the scheme would force workers to pay for the very social services their taxes are meant to provide.

“All these policies of deductions and taxations continue to eat away the workers’ hard earned and meagre income to the extent that workers shall soon have to lose over 50 per cent of their emoluments,” Dr Lyomoki said in a statement.

If introduced, the scheme will see total monthly deductions from a salaried worker rise to almost 40 per cent. 

Current deductions include the 30 per cent ‘Pay as You Earn’ income tax, one per cent for Local Service Tax, and five per cent contribution to the National Social Security Fund.

While many people agree on the need for a scheme to provide medical cover to Ugandans, the scheme has attracted criticism from employers who will see their contributory payments to employees rise from 10 per cent for NSSF to 14 per cent with the health insurance factored in. 

Many employers, especially in the private sector, who have in-house medical insurance scheme with private medical facilities, also want the option to opt-out of the compulsory government-mandated scheme, a position that the proposed Bill does not appear to support in its present form.

According to Dr Francis Runumi, the commissioner of health services and planning, private insurance schemes will be required to work with the government or face termination.

A spokesman for the Foundation of Uganda Employers, Shaffik Marafa, said, “Unless we see that the workers have gotten value for their money but presently we are not willing to be on board because some companies have their fully-fledged hospitals so there is no way we can join it.” 

The insurance industry also spoke out against the proposed scheme, saying the views of its members had not been taken into consideration. 

Mr Solomon Rubondo, the chairman of the Uganda Insurers Association told the Daily Monitor, “It is a complementary role and we think we can do better because government has made it seem like a tax.”

Wafula Oguttu, a spokesman for the opposition Forum for Democratic Change called for wider consultation before the scheme begins.

However, the director of the International Health Network, a private medical service provider, Dr Joseph Turyabahika said the scheme is long over-due. 

He said, “Like in education, the scheme will stimulate the private medical practitioners to keep under tension and provide the best services.”

The proposed scheme is expected to come to Parliament for debate as a Bill within the next several weeks in order to allow time for it to be included in the 2009/10 budget. 

Its supporters are likely to point to countries like Kenya and Rwanda where the scheme has worked relatively well but critics are likely to argue that cover could be provided more cheaply.

The National Social Security Fund has previously offered to give medical cover to its 300,000 contributors without asking for more premiums but recent scandals in the Pension Fund are likely to make that a hard sell to many workers. 

Many questions on health insurance (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Many_questions_on_health_insurance_80404.shtml 

Starting July, civil servants will commit four per cent of their gross salary to a mandatory health insurance scheme to be run by the health ministry. In the policy, that cabinet has approved, employers will also make an additional four per cent contribution, supplemented by a similar top-up from the government.

Ideally, the proposal of health insurance for every citizen should be music to the ears. It is crucial that any government worth its salt should be able to guarantee health service provision to its citizens---but this new scheme raises a lot of questions. First is the management and quality of services to be offered.

The money generated from the scheme is going to be in its billions. What capacity does the health ministry have to handle this amount of money—let alone manage it well?

Secondly, the ministry should also be clear on how the scheme will operate. What will be the participating service providers?

Will it be all government-owned hospitals and health centres? If so, do these units have the personnel and equipment to handle all cases, considering that “all dependants of the contributors will also be eligible for the service”?

According to the commissioner for health planning, contributors will be able to access all forms of treatment except cosmetic surgery. This is an unbelievable offer considering how people have been forced to seek treatment abroad even for ‘simple’ ailments. The commissioner’s promise, we hope, is not just an advertising gimmick.

The scheme initially begins with the public sector but should ultimately move to the private sector. It is common knowledge that most private firms offer their employees health support through private medical firms.

According to the commissioner, these firms will have to either work with the government or get kicked out. This sounds draconian. For a government that has made privatisation its cornerstone, this kind of monopoly is a contradiction. 

Already, a similar savings scheme, the National Social Security Fund, has been in the spotlight over mismanagement of workers funds amid other scandals. 

And what about a clause on withdrawing should the services be below par? These and other questions deserve some answers. 

Human Rights

Girl beheaded in ritual murder (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672456 
A 16-year-old pupil has been murdered and her private parts removed in Nkooko sub-county, Kibaale district in another suspected ritual murder. 

The district criminal investigation department chief, Michael Ogwal, identified the deceased as Mary Najjingo, a Primary Seven pupil of Nkooko Primary School and a resident of Nkooko village. 

Ogwal said her decomposing body was discovered by residents on Saturday near a hill in the area after she had disappeared for four days. 

Her private parts and breasts were missing, the fingers cut off and the head shaved. 

Najjingo’s brother, who has been her caretaker, Charles Mpoza, reported to the Police that she was last seen on February 16, at around 6:30pm near a swamp while returning from school but she never reached home. 

When she failed to reach home, Mpoza thought that she went to another relative’s home. But in the morning, when Mpoza went to her school, she was absent. 

In a statement at the Nkooko Police post, Mpoza said he suspected she had been waylaid. 

Ogwal said preliminary investigations revealed that the murder could have been carried out for a ritual sacrifice. 

“We can’t rule out ritual sacrifice and we have arrested two traditional medicine-men to help in investigations,” said Ogwal. 

Ritual murders have been on the increase, in which children are a target. 

Najjingo’s remains were handed over to the parents for burial. 

In a related development, another decomposing body was discovered in a forest in Nalweyo sub-county, Kibaale district. It is suspected to be that of a pit-sawyer. 

RECENT RITUAL MURDERS 

June 6, 2007: Ismael Ssekajja, a nine-year-old pupil in Kisekka sub-county, Masaka district was beheaded. 

July 16, 2007: James Wanzaale, 12, of Nansyono village in Kaliro district was beheaded. 

September 15, 2007: Joram Namanyira, 12, was killed by a guard, who connived with his caretaker in Rubaga division, Kampala. 

February 1, 2008: The 11-year-old Jimmy Turyagyenda was almost sold for sh3m to a witch-doctor by his father in Katabi, Entebbe. 

May 2, 2008: Hassan Ondoga of Naguru Kampala went missing. His body was found burnt at the Golf Course in Kololo. 

May 27, 2008: Three traditional healers were arrested in Bwondha village in Bugiri district over possession of a human skull. 

October 26, 2008: The body of seven-year-old Bwenge was found in a pit-latrine. The body had cuts, with the tongue, private parts and heart missing. 

October 27, 2008: Joseph Kasirye, 12, was beheaded by a witch-doctor in Masaka, with the help of his Tanzanian wife. 

November 2, 2008: Assailants beheaded 73-year-old Sylvester Lwanga of Lwagurwe village in Masaka district for suspected ritual purposes. 

November 19, 2008: 18-year-old Fiona Namutaaya of Kawempe, Kampala was arrested over theft of a one-year-old baby, David Gwanga. The child was stolen for sacrifice but the plot aborted. 

January 1, 2009: Paul Ssekiziyivu of Bulenga in Mukono district was arrested in a traditional healer’s shrine where he had allegedly taken 10-year-old Geoffrey Kikabi for sacrifice. 

February 9, 2009: A woman’s remains were recovered in a toilet in Bwaise, a suburb of Kampala 

February 17, 2009: Esther Among, a Senior Two student was beheaded in Soroti. Her boyfriend Nelson Ochana was arrested.
Police to provide free rape check (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672461 

RAPE and defilement victims will no longer pay for Police medical examination, the force has announced. 

The Police spokesperson, Judith Nabakooba, said under the new arrangement, which started this month, Mulago Hospital would offer free space, equipment and experts to all persons seeking medical examination for court proceedings. 

Addressing journalists at the Central Police Station in Kampala yesterday, Nabakooba said Police surgeons would be deployed at Mulago, where they have been offered free space and equipment. 

She listed DNA tests, which determine ones comprehensive genetic history and examinations for assault, as some of the free services. 

“That is good news. Justice can now be dispensed, especially for defilement and rape victims. It was a shame that the Police had to ask them to pay surgeons to be examined,” said Margaret Ntakalimaze, the vice-chairperson of Hope After Rape, a local non-governmental organisation. 

“Victims, who were unable to pay for the medical examination, often had their cases thrown out of court for lack of evidence,” she said. 

Until the announcement, victims were required to seek medical examination from Police surgeons to secure results to be used to prosecute suspects. 

The surgeons’ report, which is required within 24 hours from the time the crime is committed, costs between sh5,000 to sh70,000 depending on the type of the examination. 

Efforts by the force to build a forensic laboratory to offer free services failed to take off due to lack of funding. 

Nabakooba said the money that was raised from the victims was used to pay rent for clinics that were used by the surgeons. 

According to the 2007 Police national crime report, sexual offenses were the third most frequent. The majority of these, the report indicates, were defilement cases.

Agriculture
Acholi agree to give land to Madhvani (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Acholi_agree_to_give_land_to_Madhvani_80416.shtml 

The Acholi Parliamentary Group (APG) has finally accepted Madhvani Group of Companies to acquire land in the sub-region. 

Madhvani wants to use the land for sugarcane growing.

The MPs who converged last week at Gulu Diana Gardens with other stakeholders have also extended an olive branch to other investors who see business prospects in Acholi. 

Explaining the decision, APG vice chairperson, Mr Reagan Okumu, said, “We cannot continue denying our people benefits that might accrue from their land if Madhvani Group of Companies and others put the land to good use.” 

The meeting was convened to link farmers with investors so as to put the region’s development back on track.

There has been suspicion that State House was trying to assist Madhvani to acquire over 40,000 hectares, which borders the oilfields of Amuru, allegedly to benefit from the oil royalties. 

However, the company’s manager, Mr Wilfred Pacoto, has denied the claims.

Madhvani applied for land in Amuru for growing sugarcane but the process has been bogged down by a court injunction.

Mr Okumu requested Madhvani to share capital investment profits and surplus with the local communities other than facilitating outgrowers or merely employing them.

“The investment in Acholi must benefit the people but not to reduce them to floor cleaners,” he told Madhvani.

Nwoya County MP Simon Oyet said the Madhvani Group director of agriculture, Mr K.G.K Raju, has accepted to apologise and work on a new strategy for the Amuru land.

“I met them at a hotel and they agreed to apologise for their mistakes and accepted to bring the matter to other company bosses,” Mr Oyet said.

The senior presidential advisor on agriculture, Mr J.J Otim, has hailed the decision taken by Acholi legislators.
‘Media ignores crucial issues’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Media_ignores_crucial_issues_80433.shtml 

A new study of media coverage of agriculture, rural development and women in three African countries has indicated that journalists are focusing on urban and male-focused issues, which are exactly opposite of most people’s everyday realities.

The report commissioned by the International Women’s Media Foundation (IWMF) in Uganda, Mali and Zambia was launched yesterday at Speke Resort Munyonyo in Kampala alongside the launch of a three-year training programme for journalists to enhance agricultural reporting in the three countries.

The training programme funded by the IWMF, a global network that strengthens the role of women in the news media as a means to further freedom of press, will involve a continuous on-site instruction and mentoring of editors and reporters, empowerment of women journalists and broader coverage of women’s issues. 

IWMF Africa Programme Director Ms Gifti Nadi, said the training is aimed at incorporating women’s role, stories, needs and solutions into the coverage of agriculture and rural economics and support gender equality in the newsroom.

“Agriculture plays a crucial role in African economies and women produce 70 per cent of Africa’s food, yet they are almost invisible in agricultural coverage. Media have a crucial role to play by reporting on the crisis and by amplifying their voices in the ongoing dialogue on agriculture, rural development and women,” Ms Nadi said.

Uganda, Mali and Zambia are the three countries that were selected to benefit from the training, based on agriculture’s important role in their respective economies and accessible media environments.

IWMF will partner with six print and broadcast news media organisations in the three countries for three years of which Daily Monitor and Uganda Broadcasting Corporation are the centres of excellence in Uganda.

Monitor Publications Ltd Managing Director, Mr Tom Mshindi, said reporting on rural agriculture can be improved if agriculture-based stories are made competitive to get space in media.

“Most media is urban-based and yet agriculture is rurally based. Even our journalists do not receive adequate training to cover agriculture issues, which drags behind the whole idea of giving prominence to rural agriculture and women affairs,” said Mr Mshindi.

Ms Ferial Haffajee, an IWMF board member said, “We still elevate the voices of authority and leave the symbol of our continent (agriculture and women).” 
Our hands are tied, says Naads boss (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Our_hands_are_tied_says_Naads_boss_80409.shtml 

The concept of farmer empowerment under the National Agricultural Advisory Services (Naads) is in conflict with the policy direction taken by the government under the Prosperity-For-All (Bonna Bagaggawale) initiative, the Naads Executive Director, Dr Silim Nahdy, has said.

Naads was established by the Naads Act of 2001 to re-invigorate agricultural production in the country by offering extension services to farmers. 

However, the programme was later incorporated into President Museveni’s 2006 campaign pet-project, Bonna Bagaggawale, in which six households are selected per parish to be supported as model farmers.

The disparity in objectives and modalities of achieving them has since been the source of a cold war between the President’s Office, the Agriculture ministry and the Naads Secretariat.

In the latest face-off, President Museveni last month wrote to the outgoing Agriculture Minister, Eng. Hillary Onek, chastising him for scattering resources to many households instead of sticking to the six homesteads per parish.

The minister in turn warned Naads officials, in a meeting days later, that they risked losing their jobs if they did not follow the President’s directive.

On Friday, the minister once again tore at the Naads boss, calling him a liar at the handover ceremony to his successor Hope Mwesigye. Mr Onek reportedly said, “I received a letter of defence today from Dr Nahdy in which he said he was not aware of the new guidelines for the Prosperity-for-All programme. But this is a lie.”

Dr Nahdy now says their hands are tied because the technocrats are required by law to follow the Naads Act yet the politicians want them to take a different course altogether. This, he added, was slowing down their work.

“We have to work out more focused objectives now,” Dr Nahdy told Daily Monitor in an interview last week. 

Dr Nahdy said one way out of the impasse is for Parliament to review the Naads Act so that it is in tandem with the new policy direction taken by government.

Responding to the Auditor General’s report of November 2008, which said money was being wasted through ineffective service provision, Dr Nahdy acknowledged that they face some challenges but added that the programme had mechanisms of evolving in order to avoid similar mistakes.

Dr Nahdy said the auditors lumped two aspects of the Naads programme together, which culminated in a report that did not capture a breakdown of their operations.

He said the programme has been spreading out gradually and now that it has reached all sub counties, they need to be given time to work the new plan that was launched late last year.

“Naads has had an impact in many places but you have to know that it has not been in all places in the eight years it has been there,” he said. “We started in only 24 sub-counties and we have been expanding slowly; it is only this year that we have covered all the sub-counties so the impact has been variable.”

Global Credit Crisis
Uganda now feeling credit crunch - Finance Minister (New vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/10/10/672481 

Finance minister Syda Bumba says Uganda is already feeling the impact of the credit crunch. This is the first admission by the government that the Global Economic down turn is impacting on the economy. 

The minister says Uganda’s Inflation rates have already increased to about 14.8 %, an indication that the effects of the credit crunch are being felt by the economy. 

She says her ministry has already set up a task force to study the impact of the world economic crisis on Uganda ’s economy. 

Bumba, who was appointed Finance minister recently says government will need to invest heavily in agricultural production to boost the economy.
Regional 
Island tests Uganda-Kenya relations (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Island_tests_Uganda-Kenya_relations_80427.shtml 

It is a tiny rock just about half the size of a football pitch and without any vegetation. But that has not stopped both Ugandan and Kenyan authorities from devoting time and money to either claim or defend ownership of arguably the smallest Island on Lake Victoria.

Last Wednesday, Kenyan authorities attempted to annex the Migingo Island, said to be on the Ugandan side, when at least 14 heavily armed policemen overran and erected their national flag on the island that houses about 400 Kenyan and 200 Ugandan nationals.

Uganda has since Thursday countered this by deploying marine and riot police personnel to the island, heightening tension between the two countries.

Besides, key figures from both countries, like Uganda’s Inspector General of Police, Maj. Gen. Kale Kayihura and a Kenyan District Commissioner for Migori, Julius Matula, have been streaming to the island to resolve the standoff.
Daily Monitor learnt that Mr Mutula was on Thursday nearly lynched by agitated Kenyan fishermen after he ordered the Kenyan security men to withdraw from Migingo and return home.

Although the Kenyan Police finally withdrew late Friday with the Migori DC, another contingent of Uganda policemen was deployed to beef up a bigger team currently under the command of Bugiri DPC, Dan Byaruhanga.

The two neighbours may have called a truce to allow discussions continue, but tension remains high – with Ugandan authorities calling for a joint re-surveying of the area and some Kenyan officials insisting they are sure the island is on their side.

There are actually three small islands at the same location in Lake Victoria that go by the name Migingo.

According to Lawrence Sande, a senior Ugandan fisheries officer, the three Migingo islands were used as landmarks to demarcate the three East African countries, and that that is very clear on the 1933 Lake Victoria map.

Mr Sande says the point separating the three countries’ in the lake is right in the middle of the Migingo islands; with each country owning one of them the biggest in Tanzania, the medium one in Kenya and the smallest in Uganda.

The Island is at least 90 nautical miles (about 180 kilometres) from the nearest shoreline in Uganda. But the “small Migingo” has remained a preferred destination especially for fishermen because it is the “only habitable” of the three, says Fred Igoma, a Ugandan fisheries officer in charge of Bugiri District.

“Ours (the Ugandan Migingo) is flat and suitable for settlement but the two have unfavourable topography for house construction,” he said.

However, although it is largely known as belonging to Uganda, everything about the small Migingo Island is more Kenyan than Ugandan, ranging from language, currency mobile telephone networks and markets for the fish.

Uganda’s Maritime Security group that was since 2004 deployed at Migingo to license foreign fishermen for Shs1 million annually to fish in the Ugandan water is said to have instead connived with the foreigners and resorted to extorting bribes from them.

The Migingo Beach Management Unit chairman, Mr Joseph Nsubuga, said trouble started in 2008 when Uganda centralised the collection of license fees and also replaced the Maritime Security with Marine Police at the island.

“Many of the businessmen who were benefiting from the weaknesses of Maritime were disappointed with the new arrangement and have been fighting it,” he explains.

According to Mr Nsubuga, it was a few disgruntled Ugandans who used to work closely with Maritime Security who started selling the idea to Kenya after the security group was disbanded. He says their interest is to evade taxes.

As to why Kenya would claim an island outside its borders, a security source explains: “Given that Kenya only commands six per cent of the Lake Victoria waters as opposed to Uganda’s 42 per cent and Tanzania’s 52 per cent, they are probably interested in Migingo because it adds them access.”
Collapsed bridge cuts Juba-Uganda link (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Collapsed_bridge_cuts_Juba-Uganda_link_80425.shtml 

Scores of Ugandan traders travelling to-and-from Juba are stuck with their merchandise after Acwa Bridge connecting Uganda to the Southern Sudan capital, Juba, collapsed on Saturday evening.

The bridge, located 25 kilometres inside Sudan, collapsed after a truck carrying passengers and goods to Juba slid and plunged into the river.

The UPDF 4th Division Spokesperson, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, said no one was injured when the bridge collapsed.

“The brigade commander based in Nimule said they had deployed around the area to protect the merchandise,” he told Daily Monitor yesterday.

Capt. Kakurungu said UPDF and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army are repairing the bridge. 

However, traders who talked to Daily Monitor yesterday said there was no sign of rebuilding the bridge.

A trader named Geoffrey Okello said the only visible activity was the patrol by the UPDF and SPLA soldiers near the bridge.

“There were no machines at the site. We only saw soldiers patrolling the area,” he said.

Another trader, James Muwonge, who travelled back to Uganda on Sunday with a lorryful of matooke, said traders dealing in perishables made substantial losses over the weekend. 

He said, “We knew this bridge would collapse because it has been in bad shape. What pains us is that we pay heavy taxes to the authorities in South Sudan but they can’t work on roads.”

Mr Muwonge said he had travelled from Kampala on Saturday night with his colleague and was only told that the bridge had broken down in the evening, shortly before he arrived.

“We sold a bunch at Shs12,000 yet in Juba it goes for Shs40,000 or Shs50,000,” he said.

Ubongi MP Hassan Kaps Fungaroo, whose constituency borders Sudan, said traders have now resorted to using the longer and more expensive Moyo-Kajokegi-Juba route.

Mr Fungaroo said passenger buses from both sides stop at the bridge and travellers walk through the river and cross to either sides.

“The situation is bad because people can drown. Buses stop at the bridge and passengers walk through water and board waiting buses. This is dangerous,” he said.

The other alternative route to Juba, Mr Fungaroo said, is Olaba-Koboko-Kaya-Yei-Juba, which is three times longer than Nimule-Juba route.

The signing of a peace agreement between the SPLA and the Sudan government opened up Southern Sudan for business. Official figures show that Uganda exports 32 per cent of her produce to Sudan, making the latter Uganda’s leading export destination in the region. 

Signs of Progress Reported in Congo Peace Negotiations (VOA)
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-02-23-voa20.cfm 

Negotiators for the Congolese government and a rebel group in the country's east have reached a preliminary agreement, after talks in the eastern town of Goma. Neither side has released details of the discussion, which would only set the stage for future peace negotiations.  
Negotiations between the National Congress for the Defense of the People, an ethnic Tutsi rebel group operating in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, and the Congolese government resumed last Wednesday. Following Sunday's discussions, spokesmen for both sides indicated they had reached a preliminary agreement.

The talks are the first between the two sides since the rebels' leader, Laurent Nkunda, was arrested by Rwanda, his former backer, last month.

Details of the talks have not been made public, but a government spokesman indicated they were the product of the work of two committees, one on political and security issues, and one on social and humanitarian issues. He said a report would be sent to President Joseph Kabila and to the mediators.

Future discussions on a peace accord would likely be facilitated by former Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo, who facilitated the last round of negotiations in Nairobi.

A researcher at the Institute for Security Studies in South Africa, Henri Boshoff, says the two sides likely discussed options for disarming and integrating the CNDP rebels into the government security forces. He says the discussions are also thought to be addressing governing and security arrangements for eastern Congo.  

"Surely they will ask especially on the involvement and participation on governance in the provincial level and the local level. They are not looking at the national level, they are just looking at the provincial and local level," says Boshoff.

Meanwhile, two separate military operations against two of the other armed groups operating in eastern DRC are set to wind down in the coming week.

Since December, the Ugandan military, along with the DRC and Southern Sudan, has been leading an operation against the Lords Resistance Army in northeastern Congo.  

The campaign, which has had support from the United States military, has come under fire from humanitarian organizations for its failure to prevent retaliations by the rebels against civilians, some 900 of whom have been brutally killed since the operation began.

At the same time the leader of a civil society organization in Dungu, which has seen some of the worst attacks, told the U.N. radio station in the Congo that Ugandan troops should be allowed to stay, saying civilians would be left vulnerable to the LRA soldiers still at large. The Ugandan military has said it will respect the Congolese government's request for the operation to end in February, though there have also been reports that Uganda is eager to continue pursuing the rebels.  

To the South, in North Kivu province, Rwandan troops have been pursuing members of the Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda, a Rwandan-Hutu militia, many of whose members participated in that country's 1994 genocide. Rwandan troops are set to begin withdrawing Wednesday, though Congolese troops may continue to pursue the militia.

The militia has also been accused of retaliatory attacks on civilians. At least 100 people have been killed, according to human-rights groups, and the United Nations says rapes, looting and kidnapping continue regularly.   

Hague court will pursue Sudan leader (International Herald Tribune)

http://www.iht.com/articles/2009/02/24/europe/24hague.php 

The International Criminal Court in The Hague is expected to announce on March 4 that it will issue an arrest warrant for President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan, the first such action by the court against a sitting head of state.

In an unusual statement on Monday, the three pretrial judges on the court said they were giving the date in view of "numerous rumors over the past weeks on a possible date and outcome of the decision." They gave no further details.

Court officials and diplomats had told The New York Times this month that a panel of judges had agreed on the arrest warrant in private sessions in January.

Lawyers familiar with the court, who spoke anonymously because of the sensitivity of the matter, said the announcement of the date was prompted by security concerns. They said it would alert diplomats, United Nations peacekeepers and humanitarian workers in Sudan and the region that they could become the targets of attacks.

The United Nations has some 10,000 peacekeeping troops — one of its largest contingents — in the Darfur region of Sudan; more than 10,000 humanitarian workers from different nations are working in the country.
Last July, the court's chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, requested an arrest warrant for President Bashir, saying there was sufficient evidence to charge him with war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. The prosecutor said Bashir had masterminded and organized a campaign of genocide in the western Darfur region, starting in 2003. Bashir has denied the charges.
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