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Joint Operations Against LRA

DRC town takes stand against Ugandan rebels (Mail & Guardian)

http://www.mg.co.za/article/2009-02-24-drc-town-takes-stand-against-ugandan-rebels 

Homemade rifles, physical training and self-confidence are the only weapons Bangadi's militia have against Ugandan rebels bringing chaos and death to the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The small town of Bangadi in the far northeast of the central African nation needs such help against Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) fighters active about 100 kilometres northeast of Dungu, the main town in the Haut-Uele district. 

Within a few weeks its population of 15,000 has grown by some 20,000 people displaced by the LRA, known for its atrocities and believed to be based in the nearby Garamba park, where Congolese and Ugandan soldiers hunt them. 

"On September 12, 2008, when we heard that the LRA was within 45 kilometres and that we would get no help, we decided to create a self-defence force," the militia's self-styled intelligence chief Hilaire Kabadunga said. 

In his headquarters, a thatched hut like hundreds of others here, he was surrounded by some of his men, carrying machetes, spears or artisanal rifles with bits of string for their slings. 

"We recycle plastic cartridges and the lead (for bullets) comes from old car batteries," Kabadunga said. 

The force had its baptism of fire on October 19 in a predawn attack by about 40 wild LRA fighters wearing charms and with palm oil daubed on to their faces, who attacked displaced people in a school, Nicolas Akoyoefuda, the local civic leader said. 

"The LRA is an undefinable phenomenon," the elegant, greying man in his 50s told AFP. "Some of them come simply to burn and to kill. They take nothing." 

But the Ugandan rebels are excellent shots and the militia "lays traps for them," he added. "We can't attack them head on." 

The reported toll among the LRA was 31 rebels on October 19, but others made off with several kidnapped civilians. Such clashes and fear of them has kept local people from their crops, where they might be ambushed in the fields. 

In its first fight, the militia lost two of its own men, while 11 civilians were killed. A Dungu-based Swiss official in Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF - Doctors Without Borders), Serge Pfister, said "nearly 1,000 people" have been slain by the LRA in the region. 

Each time the militia fight, Akoyoefuda said that they "take the body of a rebel and burn it in the middle of the town." 

The force includes 360 men of all ages, as well as two adolescents, who need to count on being in good physical shape. Kabadunga said that gymnastics was a part of the school curriculum. 

At nightfall three times a week, the militia run out into the forest pressed up against the town, clambering over obstacles and praticing commando tactics, then return to the marketplace in central Bangadi. 

Then they dance holding their machetes and rifles high, applauded by the local people. 

"If we didn't stand up to fight, if we weren't confident in victory, we would leave Bangadi," Kabadunga said. 

The Congolese and Ugandan armies began joint operations against the LRA's elusive leader, Joseph Kony, and his men at the end of 2008 and about 100 Congolese soldiers arrived at Bangadi early in February. 

But the militia force will not stand down. 

At twilight, they sing a song of warning to President Joseph Kabila's government in Kinshasa: "Go tell Kabila that we won't disarm until the LRA has gone." 

In the region as a whole, food is scarce, because of looting by the LRA, according to MSF's Pfister, who said that intially, displaced people were taken in by families, but their capacity is stretched to the limit. 

"Insecurity is permanent across 99 percent of the territory," Pfister told AFP in Kinshasa by telephone, with "nearly 1,000 people" killed by the rebels, while the United Nations put the number of displaced at 130,000 at the end of January. 

"In health centres, we regularly see wounded people" who had risked going out to work their land, he added, while market prices were escalating because "you can hardly use the road any more." 

"We expect a rise in malnutrition among vulnerable people, particularly the children." 

LRA rebels kill 537 (The Herald)
http://www.herald.co.zw/inside.aspx?sectid=55&cat=2&livedate=1/14/2009 

The Ugandan rebel group Lord’s Resistance Army has slaughtered at least 537 people and kidnapped another 408 in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo since September, the UN said yesterday.

"We are increasingly concerned about the humanitarian situation and continuing attacks by the LRA on the civilian population in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Orientale province," said Ron Redmond, spokesman for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Killings and kidnappings have been ongoing since violence first broke out in September, with latest attacks on Friday and Sunday at a mining village called Sambia leaving at least seven dead, he added.

Some 104 000 people have also been forced to flee the violence which broke out last September in the region neighbouring South Sudan and Uganda, he said.

"Many of these internally displaced people are still hiding in the bush, particularly in areas around the town of Faradje which was heavily hit during the Christmas period," he said.

An estimated 37 000 people have fled from Faradje, a town which borders Sudan, including over 10 000 children, said the UNHCR.

Troops from DR Congo, Uganda and South Sudan have conducted joint operations against the LRA since December, but the military action has provoked further retaliatory raids by the rebels against the local civilian population 

Northern Uganda / ICC
Odoki warns govt on Kony indictment (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Odoki_warns_govt_on_Kony_indictment_80489.shtml 

The government should take a soft approach in dealing with instability in the northern region, Chief Justice Benjamin Odoki has said.

Justice Odoki said the decision by the government to take the Lord’s Resistance Army commanders to the International Criminal Court (ICC) was done without consultation and is the reason Joseph Kony declined to sign the final peace agreement.

“It is not appropriate for the ICC to handle issues of this magnitude,” Justice Odoki, who has worked as the country’s Chief Justice for the last eight years, said at the Norwegian Embassy in Kampala yesterday.

“There are various means through which a conflict of this nature can be resolved,” he added.

Justice Odoki presented a peace prize (Always Be Tolerant - Abeto) to the Norwegian envoy, Ms Bjorg Lette, for her role in the northern peace process. 

The ambassador is among other foreign envoys who took part in the Juba peace talks between the government and the LRA leaders under Mr David Matsanga last year.

The Abeto Prize, which was introduced seven years ago by a local non-governmental organisation, aims at recognising members of the diplomatic community who promote peace, tolerance and reconciliation. 

Justice Odoki said the government had a hard task to choose between prosecuting the LRA commanders at a locally established tribunal and maintaining their trial at The Hague.

Last year, the ICC indicted five top LRA commanders including Joseph Kony for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Two of the commanders, Dominic Ongwen and Okoth Odhiambo have since died.

Kony insists that the government drops the ICC case before he can resume the talks. Local leaders, particularly from the Acholi sub-region, have also thrown their weight behind the rebel leader on the same issue.

But the government, together with the DR Congo and South Sudan, have since launched an offensive to phase out Kony, who is now hiding in the extensive Garamba forests.

Ambassador Lette said Uganda has the best alternative to restore peace in the north “by adopting peaceful means to the problem.” 

Sudanese gunmen raid Adjumani (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Sudanese_gunmen_raid_Adjumani_80456.shtml 

Gunmen suspected to be of from southern Sudan raided over 600 head of cattle from seven different kraals in Adjumani on Sunday night.

RDC Baker Dudu said the gunmen entered the country illegally using different entry points.

“We have sent a delegation of security officials and the cattle owners to search and identify their cattle in Sudan,” Maj. Dudu said.

The delegation led by the District Police Commander went to Southern Sudan on Monday.

The security officials suspect that the gunmen could have come from Nimule.

The incident is attributed to the rising prices of beef and milk in the region.

Cattle rustling is mainly caused by cultural influence, search for dowry, harsh climatic conditions, influx of small arms, illiteracy.

Maj. Dudu said security personnel deployed at the Sudan border must be alert and counsel ranchers to be vigilant and maintain accurate inventories of their herds.

Meanwhile, the Chief Inspector of Police of Magwi County, Maj. Saverio Angelo said Sudan is committed to ensuring that the stolen cattle are recovered. 

He said no arrests have yet been made because the gunmen left the animals past River Acwa and disappeared. 

Residents fear that the relationship between Uganda and Sudan would be jeopardised if cattle rustling by the Sudanese continues.
Mob action increases in Lira (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Mob_action_increases_in_Lira_80455.shtml 

Lira District has registered an increase in murder cases in the recent past.

The police have recorded up to 14 murder cases committed through mob action in the last three weeks.

The development has raised concern within the police force and local leaders who now fear the situation might get out of hand since some suspects go unpunished.

Deputy OC CID Marino Ocaya did not explain why people resort to mob action but many suspect that residents are sometimes unhappy with the way police handle cases.

Mr Ocaya said anyone behind mob action would be dealt with. 

“We shall enforce the law. Once you are arrested, we shall have you prosecuted,” Mr Ocaya said.

He, however, lamented that more attention is being given to the rights of a suspect than victims. 

Lira District Chairman Franco Ojur yesterday said people do not know how to solve their grievances amicably. He asked cultural and religious leaders to sensitise people against settling their grievances violently. 

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
School with only four teachers (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/School_with_only_four_teachers_80441.shtml 

A new term has began but unlike many pupils who are assured of the comfort in their classrooms, teachers and scholastic materials, the situation in Lokares Primary School, in Nakapiripirit District is different.

Although under the Universal Primary Education Programme (UPE), Lokares Primary School is characterised by a set of unfortunate circumstances that have eluded children from realising the value of education.
This probably explains why the district emerged second last in the National Primary Leaving Examinations without any candidate passing in division one.

Mr Richard Masinde, a teacher at the school says following sensitisation through alternative basic education for Karamoja (Abek), many children are eager to go to school, but when it is time for learning, most of them would rather stay home because they have no desks, teachers, classrooms, water, latrines and lunch.

Masinde, one of the four volunteers at the school with about 376 pupils says, "Life is hard for us as volunteer teachers. We are only four, one of us is a head teacher while the other two volunteers are Uganda People's Defence Forces (UPDF) soldiers attached to the neighbouring detach. 

Even as we teach, none of us is paid, and although it is an old Catholic founded school, it is not funded by the government and lacks teachers save us who don't even qualify to teach." When I visited the school, upper class pupils (P.4 to P.7) had been bundled in one class for lessons in an old dilapidated block, part of whose roof had been blown off.

In the compound, Masinde teaches a group of children in lower primary songs during a Physical Exercise session with a mixture of what little English and Swahilli he knows and Pokot and Ngakarimajong as the main languages of instruction. At a nearby classroom in the compound, other children lie under a tree unattended to. 

With their weary look, it’s easy to tell that although they are determined to get an education, the conditions at school make it difficult. This scenario characterises the misery faced by thousands of children in Karamoja sub-region where tradition does not give them an opportunity to go to school even if they want to.

In one of the classrooms, UPDF soldier Pte. Paul Odong attached to the 67th battalion is leading the children in army songs in praise of UPDF commanders in the region, apparently the only thing that can inspire the children as there is no syllabus being followed.

The teachers’ houses and the only latrine at the school constructed about 41 years ago, are all dilapidated, bushy and hideouts for wild animals save for the head teacher's house although one side of the roof was also blown off. 

Because the school is not funded under the UPE programme, the head teacher Mr Wilfred Bukose, a senior three drop-out says they have had to charge parents Shs500 to enable them buy a few scholastic materials for the teaching and learning process and for report cards at the end of the term.

He says many of the pupils study under trees and sit on the floor apart from the upper classes P.4 to P.7 who sit on logs they ferry from the nearby bushes, "but worst of all, we don't even have a syllabus to guide us."

"This is how we as teachers and our pupils sit and every term, we have to tell the children to look for logs to improvise for the desks which our school can't afford. Life at school is hard and that is why many pupils have decided to stay home to look after cattle while girls prepare for marriage," said Bukose, adding that whenever it rains, the school has to close until the following day due to lack of shelter.

Lokares, a place that was deserted by the residents in 1978 due to constant Karimojong raids, is a melting pot for many tribes speaking distinct languages; the Ngakarimajong (Karamoja), the Pokot (Amudat, Nakapiripirit), the Kupsabiny (Sebei) and Lugisu (Bukusu and the Bagisu). 

Bukose says they had to think about re-opening the school when they realised that many children stayed out of school because the nearest one is about 23 km away in Karita sub-county.

Apart from herding cattle, many Karimojong are reluctant to participate in activities for positive living and many girls resent formal education for cultural and traditional reasons.

They are kept at home to help with domestic chores and to also be prepared for marriage to enable them fetch high bride price, usually up to 60 heads of cattle. 

The Nakapiripirit district education officer, Mr Juma Yaya Oriokot consents that although functional adult literacy lessons are provided under the community development programme, UPE and Abek in the region, cattle rustling, tradition and attitude remain stumbling blocks to reducing the illiteracy rates.

He adds that the government has not yet released funds and qualified teachers to aid Lokares primary school. 

District records show that there are sub-counties with no schools and places where no single resident has been in a classroom. Information at the school indicates that the LCV chairman for Nakapiripirit, Mr John Nangiro visited the school once and promised to write to the government about their situation but they are yet to get any communication from him.

Although the district leadership, just like the United Nations education experts, is calling for commitment from the local people to education in bid to reduce the illiteracy levels plaguing the region, many are not ready to enroll their children in the schools.

Efforts to reach the State Minister for Primary Education, Mr Peter Lokeris were futile, Lokares Primary School, in Karita sub-county is located in his constituency.School with only four teachers
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Karamoja needs sh150b — UN (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/672556 

AID agencies are in need of sh150b (about $77m) this year to address the humanitarian needs in the Karamoja region, according to a UN report. 

The Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (COHA) said sh100b (about $52.6m) would go to food assistance. 

The funding will also support the coordination of education, food, security, health and protection. 

Other projects include nutrition, therapeutic and supplementary feeding, water, sanitation and hygiene initiatives. 

COHA said the amount requested for was 34% of the $225m required for Ugandan programmes this year. 

It said the sub-region had experienced a dry spell for three years, which had affected crops, livestock and food security. 

Throughout the last quarter of 2008, the basic living conditions and welfare of the population across the sub-region continued to deteriorate, the report added. 

Rains came late and were light, the report said, adding that this led to a third year of harvest failure and worsened the already precarious health of the livestock. 

The sub-region has the worst development indicators, with a low life expectancy, insecurity, malnutrition, high maternal and infant mortality rates, low immunisation coverage, poor sanitation, low access to safe water and low literacy. 

According to the report, the World Food Programme (WFP) and other aid partners estimate that many people in Karamoja will continue to require food assistance, given the small harvest in 2008. 

The semi-arid sub-region comprises five districts of Abim, Kaabong, Kotido, Moroto and Nakapirpirit. 

With an estimated population of over 1.1 million people, most of them survive on agro-pastoral or purely pastoral livelihood. 

The report observes that the problems faced by the region were symptoms of climate change. 

Over the past 30 years, shorter cycles between drought years have been recorded, decreasing from a 10 year cycle, to a five and then two-year cycles and finally to the successive droughts in the past three years, the report said. 

Fishing communities refuse to use latrines (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Fishing_communities_refuse_to_use_latrines_80437.shtml 

It was a Monday afternoon. Some five miserable women, three of them suckling their babies between three to seven months sat outside Ikulwe Prison awaiting the return of prisoners from the farm.

Apart from the two without babies looking slightly youthful who had come riding bicycles, the rest had walked all the way to bring food to their beloved husbands in prison.
A brief discussion with the nervous and anxiously waiting women revealed that out of the five husbands, four were in prison because they had been found without latrines in their compounds and prosecuted.

Mayuge District is currently looking for an alternative to the congestion in the prison by seeking an alternative for petty offenders, according to the District Chairman Bakari Tigawalana. 

It is however still a big problem in the prison in Mayuge where a great majority of residents do not want to use latrines and the only solution is to send them to prison.
After prison cells threatening to overflow with inmates during the heavy rains last year, Mayuge councillors designed an alternative punishment to solve the problem.

Consultations with the Officer in Charge of prisons in the district revealed that most inmates were those jailed due to lack of latrines.

Hopping to save large sums of money for the district, the council resolved to use those arrested without latrines to make bricks and build teachers’ houses which are few in the area.

The district legislators left the council that day expecting an upward shift in sitting allowances in due course since the local revenue that would have gone towards building teachers’ houses had been saved by their decision. 

Even the teachers who would be the end beneficiaries praised the politicians for the wise decision. In the days that followed, many teachers would be seen flocking at the district education officer’s office asking for transfers to schools which had been selected to get the houses.
Even the residents who had neighbours without latrines but had lacked what to do with them celebrated the decision. In a turn of events however, the results did not turn out as expected when other politicians and residents became concern. 

The punishment aimed at changing people’s attitudes towards latrine use and increase has not worked. Almost half the population of Mayuge still defecates in the lake and bush unbothered. Not a single brick was made let alone a teachers’ house constructed under the programme.

If you walked to Mayuge’s grade one magistrate court today, you would most likely find someone being sentenced for some time due to lack of a latrine facility.

The arrest, prosecution and forcing of those without latrines to make bricks and build teachers’ houses was viewed by the lower parish councillors as an unfair conscription for forced labour.

The parish councillors therefore joined hands with the LC 1 chairmen who have never been elected and are keen to level the ground before elections and the district councillors’ design met a dead end. 

Elders and opinion leaders deep in the rural areas especially among the fishing communities at the beaches and the islands who scorn at latrine use interpreted the idea as distortion of their long preserved culture by the upper arm of the government.

As preparations were being made to create a labour force, information leaked to the district councillors that the fishermen living on the beaches and the islands who comprise a larger percentage of their voting force were against the idea.

The fisher men vowed to maintain their culture of not using latrines and stick to easing themselves in the lake and none of them has ever been arrested to date.

Most fishing tribes that inhabit the lake shores and the islands of Lake Victoria in the district have a strong culture that refers to latrine use as a taboo.
An elderly fisherman at Bugotto Beach on the shores of Lake Victoria who preferred anonymity and said the government is treating them unfairly by forcing them to drop their culture.

“Why is the government witch-hunting us yet we were told there is freedom of worship and respect for people’s culture? They should leave us alone.” he said.

He scorned the use of latrines and said in their culture, whereas the men believe that if one uses a latrine, he will not catch fish, the women believe that every female who squats over a latrine hole is immediately rendered barren by the gods and dies without bearing children.

The District Health Officer Mr Richard Gidudu said fighting the culture that scorns latrine use especially on the islands remains the main challenge faced by his department in an effort to increasing latrine coverage in the district. He quoted Masolya Island and said it is a common sight to find men and women undressed and bathing at one spot and defecating in the water at the same time.

“They lack not only latrines but also bathrooms and prefer to bathe in the open together with women,” he said.

He said even on the main land, there is still resistance to latrine use arising from certain tribes which also look at latrine use as a taboo.

The District Engineer Mr Tom Mudimbo said since it is difficult to dig a latrine pit on the beaches and on the islands due to the high water level, though there are plans to establish some Ecosan facilities in such areas.

He however said the sensitisation of residents on the use of such facilities rests with the politicians and the health department.
Sh68b project brings hope, healing to Katine’s poor (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/26/672511 

Half-naked children stand by the roadside drooling as the huge white Land Cruiser cruises past them. The car leaves a wreath of dust in its wake. Cars in this part of the country are a rare sight. 

This is Katine; one of Soroti’s most deprived sub-counties, a place, where an average person lives on less than sh1,000 a day. The community comprises 66 villages in six parishes. 

A team that of officials from Barclays Bank and the African Medical Research Foundation (AMREF), visited this part of the country recently. They went to different villages and inspected various on-going development programmes that are part of a three-year £2.6m (sh68b) integrated development project. 

The project, codenamed ‘Katine Community Partnerships Project (KCPP),’ is designed to improve the lives of people in the sub-county. It is jointly supported by Barclays Bank and the UK-based Guardian newspaper and implemented by AMREF. 

The team braved the thick mane of dust, to tour Katine’s most deprived villages, listen to the telling tales of poverty and hear stories of willingness to survive against all odds. 

Stories such as that of 18-year-old Patrick Ewiu, a Primary Two pupil of Oculoi Primary School, “I love school but I keep falling sick,” he says. Ewiu suffers from sickle cell anaemia. His legs are deformed and his body is stunted. His bonny face is a sign of a frustrating battle with sickness. 

The previous two years have been very challenging for Ewiu. “We had no books, no desks and no school charts,” he recalls. KCPP has provided 4,250 textbooks to schools in the area. 

Fourteen-year-old Teddy Adebo, a pupil at Obyarai Primary School walks 3km to school. She spends the day at school and often goes without food because the school does not provide lunch. Her parents are too poor to pack lunch for her. “When it comes to 12:00pm I feel very hungry. It is not easy to learn when hungry,” she confides. 

While KCPP has equipped schools with scholastic materials, the absence of managerial measures to cater and maintain pupils in the schools may render the project ineffective. 

“Nearly half of the pupils leave school to look for lunch. “Many do not come back for afternoon lessons,” says Moses Emesu, the head teacher at Amorikot Community Primary school. 

Only one year ago, Adebo could not use the toilet at school. “We shared the same toilets with the boys. They used to run after us and peep at us.” 

She is thankful latrines have been built. “The boys no longer disturb us,” she says. KCPP’s initiative has established 13 latrine blocks in nine schools. 

Atim Ana Grace of Kaberamaido Comprehensive Secondary School has to miss school whenever a water crisis hits her village. “It is the girl’s and women’s responsibility to fetch water in our culture,” she says. The girls walk a distance of 3 to 5km in search of water for domestic use. “Much of the water we find is dirty so we stand the risk of acquiring diarrhoea or typhoid,” she says. 

KCPP has established a programme to provide clean water. The project has so far drilled eight boreholes, rehabilitated five, repaired three and constructed five shallow wells. It has established and trained six parish-level sanitation committees and three hand-pump mechanics on operation and maintenance of the water sources. 

“Today, it is just a 30 minutes’ walk to a source of clean water. This has saved us and our children a lot of burden,” says William Eswilu, a resident of Omodoi village. 

At Tiriri Health Centre, the health facilities are inadequate. Inside the general ward, Judith Apio sat on an empty bed holding her sick baby. “I have travelled over 4km to come here,” she said. “My child shows no signs of improvement. The boy has a bad fever, but the doctors have asked me to be patient because the medicine is not available,” she says. Apio has neither the money nor the hope that her child will make it. 

As the major health centre in the region, Tiriri serves three districts of Soroti, Kaberamaido and Amuria. 

Sam Agom, a clinical officer and in charge, says the health centre is understaffed and poorly facilitated. 

“We rely on volunteers and the meagre medical facilities available.” 

Despite its central role in provision of healthcare to the locals, the centre has a non-functional theatre and lacks basic medical facilities. “Sometimes we perform delicate operations under kerosene lamps,” Teddy Akello, a senior nurse, said. 

The health unit admits over five expectant mothers every day but has only four midwives and lacks delivery kits, gloves and other basic equipment. 

However, KCPP is training village health teams, providing transport to health practitioners, availing drugs to health communities and constructing a medical laboratory. Under this project 13,777 children have so far been immunised, up from 4,957 a year ago. 

Lives and livelihoods continue to improve through the Village Savings and Loan Association. The KCPP project and other innovative initiatives have empowered community members to save and to work together for development. The people who once that did not have income have joined the scheme. 

With technical assistance from FARM-Africa, KCPP has formed and trained 18 farmer groups in 18 villages and established 18 savings and loan associations.

Health 
Polio case reported in Amuru district (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/672540 

A child is being treated for polio in Amuru district 12 years since the last case was reported in Uganda. 

No case had been reported in the country since 1996 and in 2006, the WHO declared Uganda free of Polio. A country is declared polio-free if no case of the disease is found for 10 years. 

But a sample from a 16-month-old baby boy admitted to Lacor Hospital with weakness in the limbs, has tested positive for the polio virus. 

The child is said to have been living in Awer camp for the internally displaced persons and he was first treated for malaria. 

Samples from two other suspected cases in the camp have been taken for testing at the Centres for Disease Control in Entebbe. 

Doctors in Amuru said the patients present with acute flaccid paralysis, which is the weakness of limbs. 

The district health officer, Dr. Patrick Odong, yesterday said the preliminary results from the sample tested positive. He said the sample had been sent to South Africa for confirmatory tests. 

A team from the Ministry of Health is expected in Amuru today to carry out verification and collect more samples, he said. 

The assistant commissioner for epidemic surveillance, Dr. Issa Makumbi and Dr. Possy Mugyenyi of the Uganda National Expanded Programme on Immunisation said the preliminary tests had showed positive results. Makumbi said he had sent a team to the district to check on the situation. 

Due to the global sensitivity to polio, the health ministry reported constant surveillance. 

“We don’t want any chances of polio re-entry into the country. We are concerned that the disease may spread from our neighbours,” Monica Musenero, the principle epidemiologist, said. 

Last year, the ministry and the WHO issued a polio alert and launched an immunisation programme after cases were reported in the neighbouring DR Congo. 

The districts that were feared to be under threat were Kanungu, Kisoro, Rukungiri, Kabale and Kasese. 

Others were Bundibugyo, Ntungamo, Mbarara and Bushenyi. This was because of their closeness to the Congo border and the fact that Congolese were fleeing into Uganda, escaping the armed conflict back home. 

The health ministry and the WHO launched a polio immunisation campaign in Kanungu last year, which targeted children below five years in the nine districts bordering Congo. 

In the first week of February, about 1.4 million children in 23 districts were immunised against polio. The two-day sub-national immunisation targeted children below five years. 

“Our target was to reach 80% of the children in the 25 risky districts. So far, we have immunised 1.4 million children, which is 90% coverage,” said Mugyenyi. 

MPs want regional hospitals equipped (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/MPs_want_regional_hospitals_equipped_80452.shtml 

The parliamentary committee on social services have urged the Ministry of Health to quickly rehabilitate the state of hospitals in the country.

The MPs said the state of most upcountry health centres is too bad to the extent that patients catch more diseases while there.

The MPs made the observation while on support, supervision and monitoring tour of health centres in Kabarole and Kyenjojo districts recently.

The MPs were also shocked to discover that Buhinga Regional Referral Hospital does not have sewage disposal system.

“It’s a great a shock to find a whole regional referral hospital without a proper sewer system,” Ms Beatrice Rwakimari, the Woman MP Ntungamo District, said. 

Ms Rwakimari, who is also the committee boss, said lack of a sewer system is dangerous to patients’ lives because it exposes them to diseases, like cholera, dysentery, typhoid and worms.

She urged the health ministry to work with National Water and Sewage Corporation to install a proper sewer system at the hospital.

Mbarara Municipality MP John Arimpa Kyigyagi urged the Ministry of Health to train and allow clinical officers to carry out minor operations as a stop-gap measure on the pressure caused by inadequate number of medical doctors.

The MPs discovered that medics at Buhinga Hospital sleep in makeshift and condemned houses.

In addition, male and female patients shared wards.

The medical superintendent, Dr. Charles Olora said the hospital was overwhelmed by the number of patients.

While in Kyenjojo Health center IV, the MPs discovered that the health centre was unfit to admit patients. The members discovered that the hospital theatre which is well equipped and stocked with all the necessary machines had remained non operational for over a year.

Dr Martin Ssendyona, the senior medical officer in-charge of quality assurance in the Ministry of Health said that government has plans of constructing regional blood banks to reduce deaths caused by anemia. 

Drug shortage is due to inefficiency in NMS (New Vision – OPINION)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/459/672503 

By Dr Sam Okuonzi 
Hamis Kaheru is at pains in his article Shortage of drugs not a result of inefficiency (The New Vision February 16) to exonerate the National Medical Stores (NMS) from the drug supply crisis in the country. 

He says there is no inefficiency at NMS, there is generally adequate funding for drug supply in the country, and that districts control 70% of drug funds through Primary Health Care (PHC) grants, so they can buy drugs from the private sector. That the drug supply shortage is due to mismanagement of funds by districts. That drug shortage is also due to theft by health workers. 

In short, that the pharmaceutical supply crisis in Uganda is due to inefficiencies in districts and in the health sector, but has nothing to do with NMS. 

This glossing over such a serious matter is unfortunate. Such views can mislead the public, leaders and decision-makers, and can prevent genuine pursuit of solutions. NMS was created under the National Medical Stores Act 1993 to: 

-Assure efficient and economic procurement of medicines 

-Secure safe and efficient storage, administration, distribution and supplies of pharmaceuticals 

-Ensure and maintain quality 

-Estimate the current and future drugs and medical supplies needs. 

In 2002, the NMS and the Ministry of Health (MOH) went into a formal memorandum of understanding, in which the NMS was given the responsibility of maintaining sufficient drug stocks to meet demand; packaging and distributing drugs to users; procuring, storing and distributing essential drugs; maintaining regular supply of essential drugs and making scheduled deliveries of pharmaceutical supplies to districts bimonthly. 

While it is true that under the Local Government Act and decentralisation policy, districts became responsible for the management of pharmaceutical supplies using a “pull system,” NMS remains the primary source of drugs for public facilities. For essential drugs, according several study reports, “NMS is not just a primary source, but the sole source”. But the biggest motivation for moving to a pull system was to overcome the practice by NMS of dumping unwanted and unessential drugs (such huge amounts of• calcium gluconate in the 1990s) in district medical stores. 

NMS has also been rendered ineffective by deficiencies in legislation, which gives overlapping and conflicting roles to NMS, National Drug Authority and MOH. For example, NMS management is appointed by the Minister of Health, to whom they report and are accountable, and yet NMS is expected to operate like a profit-oriented corporation. 

The said PHC grant is no big deal; it is neither reliable, stable nor adequate according to a policy review of the role of NMS done in 2006. Likewise, the credit line funds are not reliable, or predictable which “undermines the economic efficiency and distributive equity roles of NMS”. 

It is amazing how Kaheru can say that funding is adequate and not the problem. According to MOH’s Health Sector Strategic Plan II (page 58), there is a shortfall of $0.4 per capita in drug funding in Uganda. 

This is actually an underestimate of the shortfall in drugs funding. The bulk of health sector funding goes to drugs and staff. For the basic and fairly decent health care service in Uganda, we need $40 per capita, about 25% of which is for ARVs alone. But currently the entire health sector funding is $15 per capita per year, which is the combined amount from the Government, donors and individuals. No wonder, the health care we get is far below basic. 

NMS is grossly undercapitalised due to lack of funding and it had a debt of over sh9b from the MOH in 2006. This has certainly increased in 2009. 

The theft of drugs by health staff is a symptom of a bigger human resource crisis in the health sector and of the lack of an effective regulatory regime. This cannot be addressed by simply “labelling or embossing drugs”. The root cause of the theft must be addressed. Not all health workers are hopeless inherent habitual thieves. 

Study upon study over the past 20 years has shown that they have and continue to be underpaid, mistreated, demoralised, humiliated and disempowered. Many have left the country and the profession. 

Those who have remained toil under very hard conditions, and have often resorted to unethical and even criminal behaviour. A human resource strategy for the health sector is required. This should focus on two critical aspects: underpayment of health staff and inadequate numbers. A salary and benefit enhancement programme should be set up to attract and retain staff, even in difficult and rural areas. 

The poor performance of NMS has been a subject of numerous reviews and studies. The Euro Health Group technical review of 2004 concluded that “although NMS is a central entity within the national drug supply system, it is not the only one... as such a new assessment requires a broader analysis of the interplay between NMS, NDA, MOH, local governments and other entities”. 

The World Bank-commissioned study of 2006, which reviewed NMS for possible privatisation, concluded that NMS should remain 100% under government ownership; the government should focus its drug policy on supply of essential drugs and leave the private sector to supply non-essential and specialty drugs; and NMS should be facilitated to fully develop its capacity, including full recapitalisation. 

The Government has adequate recommendations to improve the efficiency of NMS and that of the whole drug supply system. It should take action. 

The writer is a health policy and systems consultant

HIV/Aids services found inadequate at four universities (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/HIV_Aids_services_found_inadequate_at_four_universities_80438.shtml 

Management support towards provision of HIV/Aids services is poor and existing services are inadequate and poorly utilised although awareness is high about the services at four major universities in Uganda.

This is the conclusion of a research paper by Alex Erejo of Uganda Martyrs University who last year explored the provision and utilisation of HIV/Aids services at the Islamic University in Uganda, Kyambogo University, Gulu University and Kampala International University.
Universities had partnerships for provision of HIV/Aids services but no HIV/Aids policies, committees, specific budgets and strategic response plans, Erejo wrote adding, most services provided were preventive i.e. awareness campaigns, HIV counselling and testing, peer education, condoms, and guidance and counselling.

The study found that most university members, at 83.05 per cent were aware of available services but only 41.32 per cent were utilising the services. Erejo further established that inadequate services and fear of social stigma were the most commonly reported barriers to service utilisation.

Following these findings, the researcher recommended that university authorities and their stakeholders consider provision of HIV/Aids services among priorities in the institutions during planning.

This study comes at a time when several others before have concluded that institutions of higher learning are reported to constitute a potentially fertile breeding ground for HIV/Aids. 

A 2007 survey conducted in nine universities in Uganda documented that 11 per cent of unmarried female university students were engaged in cross-generational sex, a practice associated with increased risk of contracting HIV/Aids.

And going by the findings of the National HIV and Sero Behavioural Survey of 2004/5, the prevalence of HIV in the older men that young women are going in for is quite high. And so are the risks.

The survey showed that the prevalence in the 35-39 age group stands at 9.3 per cent, 9.1 per cent in the 40 to 45 age category, 7.2 per cent in the 45-49 age group and 6.9 per cent in the 50-54 age bracket.

Now, Erejo hopes that findings of his study can be used for designing HIV/Aids programmes in universities and may in the long run contribute to the improvement of the health status of all students and staffs in universities in Uganda.

In the report, which can be found among the many at Uganda Martyrs University’s faculty of Health Sciences, the author has made some recommendations to the Ministry of Education and university managers across the country. 

Education

WFP starts feeding campaign (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/672553 

THE World Food Programme (WFP) and the Ministryof Education and Sports have launched a packed lunch campaign for Universal Primary Education children in Amuru district. 

The campaign was launched by the education minister, Geraldine Namirembe Bitamazire, at Otwee parish in Amuru sub-county on Monday. 

She called upon parents to provide packed lunch to children to improve performance in class. 

“Since we started the UPE programme, Ugandans have been asking what needs to be done to improve performance. The packed lunch campaign will answer that question,” Bitamazire said. 

“I am going to mobilise parents to give packed lunch to their children. Let us link hunger with learning and good health,” Bitamazire said. 

She disclosed that in many parts of the country, children ate left-overs. 

“The Government shall pay teachers’ salaries, provide books, mobilise money to build more classrooms and inject more money into the inspection of schools. We shall do everything possible to improve the quality of education,” Bitamazire added. 

She disclosed that sh2.5b had been earmarked for inspection of schools. 

Bitamazire also urged teachers to focus on classroom work. 

The country director, Stanlake Samkange, said the WFP had put aside $100m to buy food from Ugandan farmers. 

He urged the community to utilise their fertile land so that the WFP could purchase the surplus food. 

The Gulu district chairman, Norbert Mao, said: “The best thing that a parent can do to a child is to provide education.” 

“Being a mother or a father is a full time job. Give packed lunch to your children. Do not do it because the Government is forcing you to, but do it because it is a good thing,” Mao added. 

The Poor are Edged Out Right from Primary Level (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/35/672528 

As she emerges from the garden with a hoe in one hand and a baby on her back, Joyce Namuli’s life seems to be centred on farming. 

The resident of Kibanyi Village in Luweero district is an S.6 dropout whose dream was to become a doctor. But her father passed away when she was young and her mother, a peasant, could not afford to pay her university tuition. 

At Bamunanika High School, where Namuli sat her Uganda Advanced Certificate of Education in 2004, she emerged the third best candidate with Aggregate 9. 

Like Namuli, thousands of students from poor families miss out on getting government scholarships every year, yet they cannot afford to pay university fees. The students who get the scholarships usually come from rich families and would have attended the best primary and secondary schools. 

Every year, the Government sponsors 4,000 best performing students in its five public universities. 

Over 70% of such students come from well-to-do families, according to a recent report released recently by the National Council for Higher Education (NCHE). 

This contradicts the overall objective of government scholarships, which is to enable children from poor families go to university. 

The report titled “Access And Equity To Higher Education In Uganda: Whose Children Attend University And Are Paid For By The State? details findings of two studies conducted by the NCHE executive director Prof. Abdul Kasozi two years ago. 

The surveys were conducted in Makerere, Kyambogo, Gulu, Mbarara, Uganda Christian University Mukono, and Uganda Martyrs University. In the studies, social economic indicators instead of cash income were used as proxy for income. A total of 665 government-sponsored students in public universities and 749 private-sponsored ones were interviewed. 

Why is it like this? 

Experts say the rich can afford to take their children to the best schools, unlike students from poor families. 

Besides, a rich child has everything in place for them to revise well. According to the studies, children from homes with electricity comprised 41%, while those from homes that depend on kerosene were 31%. About 33.1% of the students have parents who get salaries compared to 20.8% in the general population. Thus, the ‘rich’ child is assured of constant school fees, unlike the poor one who has to struggle to get even a meal. 

Due to the disparities in income, the number of students admitted to the public universities also depends on the region. According to the report, the western region leads with 31%, followed by central with 30.1%. 

Students from districts like Katakwi, Iganga, Oyam and Lira are underprivileged. Only 21.9% of university students are from the east. 

The north, which is also the poorest region according to this year’s poverty report by the Uganda Bureau of Statistics, has only 82,739 of the 486,700 students in the four public universities. 

Way forward 

Kasozi urges the Government to employ affirmative action to fight regional inequality in accessing higher education. 

He also calls for an increment in tuition fees charged by public universities to curb under-funding. 

“In order to deliver quality education, universities need to be given more autonomy to collect and spend more, provided they are accountable.” 

Kasozi says the Government should introduce a loan scheme to help students from poor families who cannot afford to pay high fees. The loan scheme has been successful in Kenya and Ghana; it can work in Uganda, too, he says. “You can only protect the poor by putting structures in society that help them send their children to school,” Kasozi stresses.

Development Assistance
Uganda gets Shs42b for gender equality (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_gets_Shs42b_for_gender_equality_80491.shtml 

The UK Department for International Development has announced a Shs42 billion contribution towards improving gender equality in Uganda.

The funds, to be contributed over the next five years, will support the government and the UN efforts to improve services and opportunities for the victims of sexual and gender-based violence.

Addressing a press conference in Kampala yesterday, DFID’s international secretary, Mr Ivan Lewis, said the funds would also help the country gather improved statistics on gender and combat violence and discrimination against women.

“UK is committed to improving the opportunities of women in Uganda to help the country achieve the Millennium Development Goals such as halving the number of people who are living in absolute poverty,” Mr Lewis said.

“Under this gender equality programme, the UN agencies will work together to reduce violence against women, ensure better education opportunities for girls, and promote greater economic opportunities for women,” he added.

Finance Minister Syda Bbumba said the support would give the government mileage towards gender-responsive development.

“Our thinking is to pursue support to gender equity budgeting but I will pay special attention to women participating in agriculture,” she said.

She said a big chunk of the money would be committed to northern Uganda, which she said was one of the regions in the country where gender inequality is most pronounced. 

The minister said part of the funds would go towards sensitising people on the Domestic Relations and the Sexual Offences bills so that they can change their attitude towards women.

Ministry of Gender statistics estimate that 70 per cent of Ugandan women have experienced physical or sexual violence while less than half of the girls enrolled in primary school complete the primary education cycle.
China grants reach sh197b (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/672516 

China has extended a total of $100m (about sh197b) loans and grants to Uganda in the last five years. “The Chinese government has provided Uganda interest free loans and grants to set up different projects in the country totalling $100m since November 2003 to date,” the former industry state minister, Prof. Ephraim Kamuntu, said. 

“The projects that benefited include Kibimba and Doho rice schemes, which have promoted agriculture diversification and made Uganda one of the major rice producers in Africa,” he said. 

This was during the launch of the China Enterprises Chamber of Commerce in Uganda at the Sheraton Kampala Hotel, recently. 

Kamuntu said the other projects financed by China include Mandela Stadium, the Uganda Industrial Research Institute, the foreign affairs ministry headquarters, trucks for various government departments, health and education exchange programmes. 

in addition, he said, the China had promised to double assistance to Africa this year during the Beijing summit and provide $3b (about sh5.9 trillion) preferential loans and $2b (about sh3.9 trillion) preferential buyers’ credit. 

Kamuntu added that it would also set up a $5b (about sh9.8 trillion) China-Africa development fund to encourage Chinese companies to invest in Africa. 

Gavin Zhao, the chamber chairman, said the objective of the chamber was to establish commercial links between Uganda and China to boost trade and cooperation. 

“the chamber will attract more Chinese investors to come and take advantage of the good investment climate in Uganda and contribute to its development,” he said. 

“We shall also provide business consultation services and other forms of assistance to the Chinese government, enterprises and institutes.”

Parliamentarians slam foreign aid (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672560 

AFRICAN and European MPs have criticised dependence on donors. 

“Four decades of foreign aid have not improved the wellbeing of the majority of Africans. 

Entrepreneurship and strong middle class has not been created,” they noted. 

The MPs said African economies should be strengthened. 

They stated that open trade and regional integration were essential in creating regional trade zones, generating a favourable climate for investment and access to credit. 

The recommendations are contained in the declaration they made at the end of a three-day conference for the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe, the Pacific, Africa and the Caribbean (ALDEPAC) at the Commonwealth Resort Munyonyo, Kamapala. 

Uganda finances 70% of her national budget while 30% is paid by donors. 

The MPs said: “Less dependence on aid means more ownership and creates democracy.” 

The theme of the conference was “Good news from Africa. The role of parliamentarians in improving the image of Africa”. 

It was addressed by Presidents Yoweri Museveni and Abdoulaye Wade (Senegal), a member of the European Parliament, Johan Van Hecke, and the leader of the opposition in Parliament, Prof. Ogenga Latigo.
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