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Joint Operations Against LRA

Ugandan LRA rebels attack across CAR border-colonel (Reuters)

http://www.reuters.com/article/homepageCrisis/idUSLP808389._CH_.2400 

Ugandan rebels crossed into Central African Republic and ambushed an army patrol triggering clashes that killed several fighters, a colonel in the republic's armed forces said on Wednesday.

The ambush raises fears of more attacks in Central African Republic by Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) fighters fleeing a Ugandan-led multinational offensive against their hideouts in northern Democratic Republic of Congo.

"Our men were on a routine patrol on Friday when they were ambushed by LRA fighters," said the army colonel, who declined to be identified. The attack happened in the remote southeast of the country, which is sandwiched between Congo and Sudan.

"They were routed by the heavy retaliation from our soldiers. One of our officers and a soldier were injured ... I cannot give the exact number we killed, but those who survived were chased to the other side of the Sudan border," he said.

LRA rebels have killed nearly 900 civilians in a string of reprisal attacks against villages across the border in northeastern Congo since the Ugandan army began an offensive against their positions there in mid-December.

The LRA and its reclusive leader Joseph Kony has waged a 22-year war against the Kampala government, devastating northern Uganda through years of killing, looting and kidnapping of children as fighters, porters and sex slaves.

Kony and many of his fighters left their hideouts in southern Sudan in 2005 and established bases in northeast Congo's Garamba National Park, which Ugandan warplanes targeted in a bombing spree when it launched its latest campaign.

The LRA fighters have since spread out and split up into several different groups.

Fearing they would cross the border, Central African Republic sent extra soldiers last month to step up patrols in its remote southeastern region, where LRA fighters invaded and kidnapped around 150 people in a looting spree in early 2008.

"The chief of staff sent several military detachments to reinforce our soldiers and they are mounting daily patrols to defend against any eventuality and prevent the LRA who have been hunted and dispersed in small groups in the forest of Congo and southern Sudan ending up in our territory," he said.

Isolated and chronically poor despite gold, diamond and uranium deposits, CAR faces its own internal conflicts.

Bands of gunmen and several rebel groups are still active in the north despite talks late last year that was meant to end years of instability. 

Boys confront LRA in Western Equatoria (Miraya FM)
http://www.mirayafm.org/news/news/_200902256415/ 

A group of fighters known as arrow boys that are spread in various parts of Western Equatoria State expressed readiness to fight the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) that has engaged in attacks against civilians lately in the State. 

The Arrow boys are group of boys who use traditional weapons such as bows, arrows, spears and clubs, treated with poisonous to fight the Lord Resistance Army LRA. 

The arrow boys are all over the Western Equatoria State but particularly from Maridi, Mundri, Ezo and Ibba counties. 

Raphael Monuku the head of the Arrow boys in Manikakara Payam in  Ibba county, said that, "LRA movement appears to be a defeated movement, it  has no access to ammunitions and any warfare machinery after joint military attacks launched by  the Ugandan, and Congolese troops in mid December 2008. 

Reports said that the LRA are using axes, knifes, and woods, to kill the innocent civilians. 
The recent attacks on Manikakara in Western Equatoria State caused a lot of destructions and deaths both in Ibba and Maridi Counties. 

As a result the citizens especially in the LRA spotted areas don't sleep anymore in their houses, in fear for a surprise attack by the rebels. 

But the question remains, can the arrow boys with their manner of fighting be able to defeat the LRA after the Government of South Sudan refused to arm the citizens of Western Equatoria to defend themselves for security considerations. 

Eastern Uganda
Teso suffers severe environment issues (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Teso_suffers_severe_environment_issues_80521.shtml 

The effects of environmental degradation have rendered the once fertile soil in Teso unproductive, experts have said.

The area, once a food basket for the country now experiences periodic famines.

“The connection between environment and food security has not been given full attention which explains why Teso experiences famine every year,” said Kumi senior environment officer Bernard Michael Ikanut.

Mr Ikanut said there is looming environmental tragedy in Teso as the vegetation is quickly disappearing, rendering farming and other economic activities difficult.

A study conducted by Farm Income Enhancement and Forestry conservation project in 2007 highlights major threats to forests and wetlands in Kumi with cultivation standing at 16.7 per cent, fuel wood and pole cutting at 44 per cent, and charcoal burning at 36 per cent. 

The loss of tree cover has orchestrated long droughts, poor soils and occasionally massive floods that have combined to pile misery on the poor in the sub region. 

Bukedea District environment officer, James Peter Malinga attributed the problem to abject poverty. “Our environment is at stake because residents are struggling to survive,” he said. 

Part of the problem is attributed to failure by the local councils to implement environmental laws, sources told Daily Monitor. 

Health 
Zanzibar dumps malaria as Uganda runs out of Coartem (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2446&Itemid=89
A team of Ugandan health workers, who last week visited Dar es Salaam for the launch of the anti-malarial drug Coartem-D by US Conglomerate Novartis, were stunned to hear that Zanzibar had eradicated malaria in just four years. And Tanzanian Minister of Health, James Mwakyusa, pledged that the move would be replicated on the mainland over the next the years. 

The minister revealed that Zanzibar had realised the feat by cutting infection rates from 45,000 cases a year to none today, using a combination of three methods. The government employed indoor residual spraying, distribution of mosquito nets, and treatment using Coartem. 

By contrast, Uganda’s delegation, headed by outgoing State Minister for Primary Healthcare, Dr. Emmanuel Otaala, could only offer lamentations as to why they had not been able to conquer malaria. 

“More investment is needed to fight malaria using the known combined methods,” he said.  

Health officials actually admitted that Uganda was losing the battle to malaria, as evidenced by available statistics. 

More than 400 people are infected with malaria daily, and according to the minister at least 30% of them, mostly children, are likely to die from the disease. 

“Apac District alone has the highest prevalence of malaria in the world at 1,490 infections a month and my own district of Tororo is not any better at 591 infections a month,” said Otaala in his speech. 

A World Health Organisation (WHO) status report on malaria rates Nigeria, DR Congo, Tanzania and Uganda as the countries with the highest infection rates in the world. And a malaria specialist in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Myers Lugemwa, is upset at the government’s failure to effectively respond to the disease. 

“If we were losing 100 people daily from another phenomenon, government would have moved faster by now,” he said. Instead, the government has halted indoor residual spraying following a High Court injunction by maverick politician, John Ken Lukyamuzi.

Dr. Lugemwa says government should place a counter injunction to stop Lukyamuzi’s legal action and save more lives. Dr. Lugemwa, who led the DDT spraying exercise in Katakwi and Apac in 2008, argues that the likely side effects of DDT are too insignificant to compare with the lives lost to malaria on a daily basis.

“People in Apac had DDT in their blood well before the spraying had started and they were not sick at all,” he charged.

But Lukyamuzi is not moved at all. In fact, he dismissed as false reports that Zanzibar and South Africa had eradicated malaria through the use of DDT. 

“Those countries are too sophisticated to allow their people to die from cancer,” he said. 

Other health specialists, including Dr. Edwin Mworozi and Dr. Ambrose Talisuna, are equally miffed, arguing that the government should act in the public’s best interest by going ahead with indoor residual spraying, as well as the ongoing distribution of mosquito nets and treatment with the newly approved drug Coartem.  

In response, Minister Otaala says the matter has been referred to the Attorney General’s office for advice. For now, more people are dying of malaria, more so after health centres around the country ran out of the new anti-malarial drug Coartem. 

Health officials say the National Medical Stores ran out of Coartem four months ago due to late payment.

National Medical Stores officials have declined to comment on the matter, but Health ministry officials say suppliers cut off supplies after donors delayed to disperse funds to buy the drug.

The Director General of Health Services, Dr. Sam Zaramba, told The Weekly Observer in Kampala that the country’s Coartem order was still five months away from delivery. 

For now, health workers have been advised to resort to Quinine.
HIV battle taken to mobile phones (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2492&Itemid=59 

The AIDS Information Centre (AIC) has partnered with a Dutch NGO, Text to Change, to step up the fight against HIV/AIDS using mobile phones. 

Current figures show Uganda on the verge of losing the battle against the pandemic as the prevalence rate shoots up to 6.4 from 5% in 2005, according to the Ministry of Health.

TTC uses short messages (SMS) to reach cellular phone subscribers across all networks, with incentive based multiple choice quizzes about HIV, including modes of infection, prevention, as well as access to voluntary counseling and testing services.

The programme which was launched last year in Mbarara district has now been extended to Arua, targeting about 10,000 mobile phone users in the area. 

In Arua, the first SMS questions were sent out on January 29 and about 3,500 people have been participating in the quiz, Bas Hoefman, TTC founder, said.

And building upon the success of the programme in Mbarara where the quiz attracted about 18 % response and an impressive increase of the number of people seeking voluntary testing and counseling services (150%), promoters say they have the capacity to reach over 3.5 million people.

TTC aims to increase awareness and knowledge on HIV/AIDS, to motivate people to participate in voluntary counseling and testing. 

Each month, three sensitisation questions are sent out to

the audience. Participants win prizes such as airtime and mobile phones. There is also free HIV/AIDS testing at AIC branches.

“We encourage all the people of Arua and West Nile region to take advantage of this opportunity to access free HIV counseling and testing services at our Arua office and know their HIV status,” Lulu Henry, the branch manager of Arua AIC, said during a meeting with stakeholders.

Although HIV prevalence in Uganda has fluctuated between 5-7%, there are 130,000 new infections per year. It is estimated that only about 30% of the youth have comprehensive knowledge HIV/AIDS and about 80% of the population is not aware of their HIV status.

The Uganda AIDS commission 2008 report indicates that HIV prevalence is on the rise again, signaling that the country could lose the battle against the pandemic if efforts are not stepped up to fight the pandemic.
New study in HIV/AIDs prevention shows increasing support for medical circumcision (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/health-and-living/New_study_in_HIV_AIDs_prevention_shows_increasing_support_for_medical_circumcision_80504.shtml 

Ugandans are increasingly supporting male circumcision as a way of lowering HIV/Aids risk and up to 62 per cent of the uncircumcised men are considering being circumcised, a new study suggests.

The study, funded by Unaids and conducted by Makerere University in partnership with the Family Health International, an organisation that works to promote reproductive health, showed that support for circumcising boys was even greater than that of men.

Almost 100 per cent of circumcised men supported the circumcision of their male children, while 59 per cent to 77 per cent of uncircumcised men were willing to have their sons circumcised, and between 49 percent and 95 per cent of women wanted the procedure performed on their male children. A total of 1,675 men and women were interviewed in four districts of Kampala, Kumi, Rukungiri and Gulu.

The purpose of the survey was to find out what was on ground regarding the capacity to conduct medical male circumcision and its acceptability among the public.

Three randomised trials in South Africa, Kenya and Uganda in 2005 and 2006 found that circumcision could reduce the risk of HIV infection among men by up to 60 per cent. 

The World Health Organisation recommends that male circumcision be recognised as an additional intervention to reduce the risk of heterosexually-acquired HIV infection in men.

The Assistant Commissioner for National Disease Control in the Ministry of Health, Dr Alex Opio, said the study was also done to pave the way for developing a policy urging that all policies need evidence. According to the Ministry of Health, about 25 per cent of Ugandan men are circumcised. 

An average of 12 per cent of male survey participants in three of the districts - Gulu in the north, Kumi in the east and Rukungiri in the southwest, had been circumcised, while 40 percent of respondents in Kampala, which has a sizeable Muslim population, were circumcised.

Some of the reasons given for supporting male circumcision were a lower risk of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, general hygiene and the idea that a circumcised penis was more aesthetically and sexually pleasing.

Many respondents expressed a desire for more information about the procedure and its benefits, which health workers said indicated an urgent need for a widespread education campaign before implementing a national male circumcision policy.

Respondents also felt that for the policy to be successful, medical practitioners would need training, health facilities would have to be upgraded and the procedure should be affordable.

Analysts say the government has been slow to formalise the inclusion of circumcision in its prevention programmes, largely because of uncertainty about public reaction. President Yoweri Museveni has for instance questioned the efficacy of the procedure in preventing HIV/Aids.

But scientists say that following circumcision, the surface epithelium of the glans develops a protective keratin layer, a form of natural condom. 

They urge that circumcision could reduce the HIV incidence by directly decreasing the susceptibility of uninfected men to HIV. In the past, circumcision has been advocated for mainly religious and cultural reasons.  

Health seeks $100m for equipment (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672686 

THE health ministry wants to borrow $100m to improve the infrastructure of regional referral hospitals. 

Dr. Kenya Mugisha, the director for clinical and community health services, was on Friday speaking at the launch of the blood gas analysis in Ugandan healthcare at the Serena Hotel in Kampala. 

The analysis is used to monitor the amounts of oxygen and carbon dioxide in the blood. 

“We are working with a Canadian fund to get a loan for equipping referral hospitals. Up to 14% of children die of diseases like pneumonia, which could be cured if we had enough equipment,” Mugisha said. 

He decried the lack of personnel in the ministry, which he said made carrying out comprehensive treatment hard. 

“The shortage of medical personnel is everywhere, but in Uganda, our shortage is accelerated by the low remuneration. If personnel were comfortable with the pay, the shortage would greatly reduce,” he said.
Education

Kitgum has highest dropout rate – report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Kitgum_has_highest_dropout_rate_-_report_80528.shtml 

Kitgum District has the worst education standards, with the highest rate of school drop outs in the country, a new report has revealed. 

The three-month report that was conducted by World Learning and Straight Talk Foundation in December and launched on Tuesday in Kampala, indicated that the educational infrastructure in Kitgum District is far below the government’s standards. As a result, education in the district remains wanting. 

This has been attributed to the two-decade old Lord’s Resistance Army war in Northern Uganda. 

According to the report, there are fewer teachers per student in the district, most of whom are inadequately trained. There is also an acute scarcity of scholastic supplies, classrooms and latrines in schools in the district. 

“Those children who find themselves able to access school often find an institution of limited resources, including desperately unskilled and unprofessional teachers, the teachers are reported to arrive at school late,” reads the report. “The fate of pupils therefore remains in the hands of these improper teachers.”

The report said 40 per cent of children in Kitgum have never completed their primary school; only 24 per cent completed their primary school, while 24 per cent have never attended school and only 12 per cent completed their advanced certificate of education.
Ministry to give out 1.8 million books (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/672682 

THE education ministry has procured 1.8 million textbooks to be distributed to all Government-aided primary schools in 10 districts and two municipalities of northern Uganda. 

The text books which are to be printed and distributed by over 10 publishers cater for primary four and primary seven pupils. 

Supported by the Netherlands government at a cost of sh15b, the project will benefit Amuru, Amolatar, Adjumani, Kitgum, Apac, Dokolo, Oyam, Gulu, Lira, Pader and Lira and Gulu municipalities. 

The Netherlands ambassador, Jeroen Verheul, said in August last year that they signed an agreement with the Government to support quality education service delivery in the region. 

“I am pleased that today we are witnessing one of the steps we have taken to improve quality education in the north,” said Verheul at the flagging off ceremony for the first consignment of textbooks to the beneficiary districts at Karuma Falls in Amuru district on Friday. 

Under the agreement, he said, they are to support textbook procurement, building of teachers’ houses, school sanitation facilities and water tanks among others. 

The commissioner for primary and pre-primary, Daniel Nkanda, said text book distribution wouldhelp to achieve the pupil text book ratio of 1:1 in English and mathematics and a pupil book ratio of 1:3 in science and social studies in all schools. 

He said there would be a second phase to cover procurement of instructional materials. 

The out-going state minister for primary education, Peter Lokeris, cautioned headteachers against locking up the books. 

Govt returns unused funds to African bank (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_returns_unused_funds_to_African_bank_80548.shtml 

The government has returned close to Shs1.5 billion of donor funds meant to smarten up the education sector in the country to the African Development Bank (ADB), Parliament heard yesterday.

Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee heard that officials in the Ministry of Education failed to use the funds on grounds that the government lacked eligible plans.

But the MPs were furious.

“It’s indefensible for these officials in the ministry to deny services to our people and return free money to ADB, when we are struggling with poor infrastructure and capacity building in our schools,” Mr Nandala Mafabi (FDC, Budadiri West), the committee chairperson, said. 

“This was negligence on the part of the accounting officer and we have demanded that he provides all the documentation to this project.”

The committee heard that following the ADB’s Education II Project Supervision Mission to Uganda in June 2007, the bank’s team recommended that government submits a new proposal for utilising the unused funds amounting to Shs1.5b. 

But the education ministry officials said the loan of $30m [about Shs58.5b] was used to improve and build schools while the grant of $3.4m [about Shs6.63b] that was meant for technical assistance wasn’t wholly utilised.

In his defense, Permanent Secretary, Mr Francis Xavier Lubanga, told MPs that after consultations with ADB, it was agreed that the utilisation of the money might not be possible since the project had only four months left. 
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