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Joint Operations Against LRA
UPDF captures 100 LRA guns (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_captures_100_LRA_guns_78304.shtml 

Ugandan forces spearheading a military offensive to capture Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader Joseph Kony in Garamba forests have captured 100 guns in the last 30 days, the operations commander, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho has said.

Brig. Kankiriho says, the operation would have achieved more success had it not been bad weather that delayed the ground troops to penetrate Garamba jungle immediately after the December 14 air strikes by the UPDF air force.

“We have so far captured over 100 guns. We killed over 40 of them. We followed them, they dropped the food and other logistics because they cannot fight us,” Brig. Kankiriho said by telephone from Dungu yesterday. “We have so far rescued over 20 abductees and those from DRC at times go home directly but overall this is a great success and it is not over,” he added.

Brig. Kankiriho told Daily Monitor, the UPDF on Wednesday, recovered 60 bags of posho, 40 bags of beans and 100 saucepans the LRA abandoned, slightly South of Rikwangba, the rebel designated assembly point on the DRC-Sudan border. Four rebels were captured in the ‘cordon-search and destroy’ operation.

But the month-old Ugandan-led operation, which also involves Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan, has been hampered by bad weather, logistical problems and deaths of civilians at the hands of LRA.

Speaking from their headquarters in the town of Dungu, Brig. Kankiriho and the commander of air force, Col. Moses Rwakitarate, appealed to regional allies to help keep up the pressure on Kony’s guerrillas, now dispersed in groups. 

The offensive’s Ugandan air operations commander, Col. Moses Rwakitarate, said: “If we leave, the Congolese will have to fight him. We’ll hunt him until we get him.” 

Brig. Kankiriho said, they received information that 10 LRA fighters contacted DRC police in Kitambala, close to Ugandan border district of Koboko asking to be repatriated to Uganda.

“We have asked the DRC police that if they report to them they should inform Uganda and Uganda will pick them up,” he added. He said the army on Wednesday killed three LRA fighters and captured four guns North of Doruma in DRC.

Ugandan planes opened the offensive on December 14 by bombing and strafing LRA strongholds in Congo’s isolated Garamba National Park. The operation followed Kony’s repeated failures to sign a deal to end his two-decades-old rebellion. 

But what was originally conceived as a knock-out blow followed by a 30-day mop-up campaign became bogged down in the mist-shrouded Garamba forests, where poor visibility delayed quick follow-up action by helicopter-borne ground troops. 

“(The bombing) was successful, but because of bad weather, our ground forces were not able to enter,” Kankiriho told Reuters. 

UN official’s and human rights groups say the Ugandan-led offensive against the LRA has so far resulted in more, not less, killings of Congolese civilians by the rebels as they flee towards Sudan and Central African Republic or deeper into DRC. 

LRA peace team in power row (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/668223 

THE leader of the LRA peace delegation, David Nyekorach Matsanga, has refuted reports that he was sacked. Matsanga said yesterday he still maintained full contact with rebel chief, Joseph Kony. 

He explained that the un-signed statement said to be from the LRA high command over the weekend, came from rival former LRA negotiators. 

“This group of former LRA delegates have teamed up with self-confessed paupers and senior militarists in Nairobi and London, namely Obonyo Olweny and Alex Oloya, under a new outfit called Uganda Peoples Liberation Front/Army (UPLF) headed by Ladit Balgara based in London to cause mayhem for the people of northern Uganda,” Matsanga said in an email sent to The New Vision. 

“They issue unsigned statements using the LRA letterheads that Obonyo acquired during his spokesman tenure one year ago.” 

Matsanga claimed that his detractors converge in “tribal cocoons” and malign his work by asserting that he does not hail from the north. Matsanga hails from Bugisu in eastern Uganda. 

He said Kony was aware of the “tribal chauvinism” and addressed it on November 28, 2008 at Rwi-Kwangba when he met religious and cultural leaders from the north. 

“Those who have plotted against me have lost in the past and will lose on this round. They have been advised (by Kony) to desist from such malicious acts and work with me to bring peace in northern Uganda,” Matsanga said. 

He also blamed what he called “merchants of conflicts in Uganda based in London” for sowing discord in the LRA to derail the peace process. 

But Olweny denied fighting Matsanga and doubted Matsanga’s claims of direct contact with Kony. 

“Since the attack on LRA bases in the DRC, I don’t think he has talked to Kony. Kony is under pressure. He hardly talks to anyone,” Olweny said. 

“Kony sees Matsanga as responsible for the attack. He misled him,” he added. 

Asked how, Olweny pointed at the many times delegates went to Ri-kwangba for the peace agreement signing ceremony, only to return empty-handed. 

“Kony never saw the text of the agreement until the day of signing. Is that normal?” he asked. 

Olweny said the Sudan Tribune, which published the article about Matsanga’s termination, should be contacted for its source of information other than using him as a scapegoat. 

He also laughed off Matsanga’s description of him as a pauper. 

“I am a published author. How can I be a pauper? He is the one asking for money in the name of LRA and the blood of the suffering people in the north,” Olweny charged. 

“We began the peace process in Juba and he came from London begging to join the LRA delegation. You tell him he has failed to deliver the peace agreement he promised to his paymasters,” he added. 

Asked whether it was true that he had joined a new rebel front (UPLF/A), Olweny said: “I think Matsanga is running out of his mind.” 
Northern Uganda
Ugandan army, police launch joint operation to recover illegal guns in N Uganda (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/15/content_10664759.htm 

The Ugandan army and police have launched a joint operation to recover illegal guns, a threat to the ongoing return and resettlement process of internal refugees in the war-torn northern Uganda. 

    
The practice comes amid the ongoing joint military operations in the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to hunt down Uganda's rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). 

    
"There are a lot of illegal arms in northern Uganda. We want to get rid off these guns," Walter Ochora, the resident district commissioner for Gulu district told Xinhua on Thursday. 

    
He said there are thousands of guns still in the hands of former LRA rebels who surrendered to the government. 

    
Over 15,000 LRA combatants have surrendered to the government and granted amnesty in northern Uganda since 2003. 

    
"If you go to the army, the records show very few weapons surrendered by the combatants. This means there are many guns still at hands of former rebels," said Ochora, who chairs the district security committee. 

    
"We appeal to those who have these guns to surrender them to the security operatives before they are arrested," he added. 

    
There have been several road ambushes and armed robberies in Acholi sub-region, the epicenter of LRA's over two decade insurgency, which killed tens of thousands of people and uprooted some two million in the north. 

    
According to the army spokesman for the north, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, 403 illegal guns and 11,283 ammunitions mainly from former LRA combatants, armed robbers and Karimojong warriors in Acholi sub-region were recovered last year. 

    
Meanwhile, a total of 12 thugs involved in armed robberies some of them former LRA fighters were killed and 83 others were arrested. 

IDPs want action against arson (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/668217 

INTERNALLY displaced persons (IDPs) have called upon the Government to intensify the search for people who are torching their huts. 

The IDPs, especially women, said the culprits were sabotaging their efforts to return home by burning the grass they had prepared for thatching houses. 
This comes after two suspected youth torched Koro Abili IDP camp near Gulu town on Tuesday. 

The fire destroyed about 20 huts, rendering about 50 people homeless. 
Catherine Alur, one of the affected women, said two huts belonging to her sons with all their property were burnt. 
“My simsim, maize, beans, sorghum, clothes and the children’s books were burnt,” another woman said. 

Two women living with HIV/AIDS (names withheld) and getting treatment at St. Mary’s Hospital Lacor, said they had lost their treatment records. 

“I had stocked some food in preparation to return home. Now it is going to be hard. I have nobody to build for me a house,” one of the victims said. 
She said some people took advantage of the commotion to rob. 

Margaret Lalobo, a concerned resident, said she feared that some people with ill intentions would continue to torch huts. 
Lalobo said the resettlement programme could be completed by April if authorities identify the arsonists. She said most of the victims are widows who have been having difficulty leaving the camps. 

Some of the women, she said, were still at the camp because it is more accessible to HIV/AIDS services. 
Lalobo appealed to humanitarian agencies to give them support. 

The area LC5 councillor, Joseph Okello, said the fire could have been started by a lunatic. Okello also said he suspected some armed people to be involved. 
He said security agencies were on the alert and would arrest the suspects soon.

PRDP a hoax – leaders (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/PRDP_a_hoax_-_leaders_78293.shtml 

A cross-section of leaders in the war-battered region of northern Uganda say they have lost hope in the Peace Recovery and Development Plan and are calling it a hoax. 

Gulu Woman Member of Parliament Betty Aol Ocan told Daily Monitor on Wednesday that the plan is just hot air.

“I did not even bother to tell my people about PRDP because I knew exactly what was going to happen,” she said. 

The government last week announced that the PRDP would be suspended this financial year to enable its technical team polish its structure and strategy, which had come under attack from legislators in the north.

“When we complain, they say that we the leaders of northern Uganda never appreciate government’s programmes. How can we not complain when the needs of our people are not being met?” Ms Aol wondered.

An LC5 councillor from Bobi who preferred anonymity, said he did not bother to sensitise people in his constituency about the PRDP since they (local leaders) were not consulted before the document was drafted. 

“I did not make a mistake of telling my people about the PRDP. How can I tell my people about something which does not exist? If at all it is there, then it is a weak document which needs to be improved,” the councillor said.

Health 
Meningitis kills 13 in West Nile (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Meningitis_kills_13_in_West_Nile_78292.shtml 
Meningitis is continuing to wreak havoc in West Nile with a total of 13 deaths and 71 cases reported from January 4. 

The disease is mainly affecting the poor amidst a shortage of drugs in some health centres and lack of accommodation for patients. 

Statistics show that nine suspected cases were reported in Adjumani, three in Nebbi and two in Koboko districts. All the two cases in Koboko died before receiving treatment.

The Arua District Health Officer, Dr Patrick Anguzu, told Daily Monitor yesterday that four cases had been confirmed in the district while the others were suspected cases. 

“We do not have enough drugs but we are negotiating with the Ministry of Health and WHO for supplies,” Dr Anguzu, said. 

Medical personnel from Medecine Sans Frontieres (MSF) have deployed in the affected sub-counties to treat residents and contain further spread of the disease. 

According to the latest statistics, Arua has 57 cases of infection with Oluko Sub-county recording 40 cases, Dadamu 14, Manibe, two and Ogoko one. 

Dr Anguzu urged residents to bury the dead fast to avoid spread of the disease. 

“People’s attitude is still poor. They resist the health directives which is why the disease is spreading faster,” he said. 

Meningitis is an inflammation of the meninges, the lining that protects the brain and spinal cord. It is caused by an infection, usually by a bacteria (bacterial meningitis) or a virus (viral meningitis). In rare cases it can be triggered by a fungus or parasite. 

The symptoms are fever, and severe headache. Daily Monitor has learnt that some of the highly affected areas missed the 2007 and 2008 massive vaccinations due to vaccine shortage. In January 2007, MSF and district health teams carried out massive vaccination. 

There is fear that schools in the affected districts may delay to open if the outbreak is declared a disaster. Dr Anguzu said there was need to strengthen surveillance and case management to contain further spread. 

He said Arua should be declared a disaster area. In 2007, schools in West Nile delayed to open due to meningitis outbreak. 

Foot and mouth escalates in Apac (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/668218 

FOOT and mouth disease outbreak has spread to six sub-counties in Apac district, putting 150,000 head of cattle at risk. 

To avoid further spread, the Police have been deployed to implement the quarantine on livestock that was announced on Tuesday. 

“The movement of livestock and livestock products in Maruzi and Kwania counties is prohibited with immediate effect until further notice,” said the district veterinary officer, Dr. James Ongu-Elim. 

Addressing journalists in his office in Lira, Ongu-Elim said: “The army and the Police are instructed to arrest anybody who fails to observe the measures.” 
Ongu-Elim said culprits would be fined sh2m or jailed for two years, or both. 
This, he said, is provided for in the Animal Diseases (amendment) Act 2006. 

Ongu-Elim urged the public to support enforcement agencies by reporting culprits. By carrying the meat of an infected animal from one place to another, human beings can spread the disease. He said a mass vaccination was ongoing in the affected areas. 

Ongu-Elim said the veterinary officers were assessing the health situation of cattle in their areas and would soon report to the ministry. He cautioned them against succumbing to pressure from butchers and livestock dealers to lift the ban prematurely. 

Meanwhile, the commissioner in the agriculture ministry, Dr. Nicholas Kauta, has said the Government has procured 300,000 doses of vaccines to contain the disease. 

“We have placed more orders for the vaccines, pending release of the money. The situation will be arrested soon,” Kauta said. 

Kitgum, Apac, Gulu, Pader, Kotido, Amolatar, Lira, Oyam, Katakwi, Amuria, Dokolo and Kaberamaido districts imposed quarantines weeks ago.

Rare disease attacks cattle in Jinja (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/668209 

A rare disease has broken out in some parts of the district causing deaths among cattle. The Jinja district veterinary officer, Moses Dhikusoka, identified the disease as lumpy skin disease and not foot-and-mouth as earlier thought. 

He said six head of cattle had died since the disease broke out two weeks ago. 

Areas most affected are Mafubira and Butagaya sub-counties, he said. The infected cattle, Dhikusoka said, develop swellings which burst after three days. He said the disease also causes loss of appetite and a high temperature, adding that pregnant cows could get miscarriages. 

Lumpy skin disease is airborne, Dhikusoka added.  
Health ministry in polio immunisation drive (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/19/668201 

THE health ministry, in collaboration with Kampala City Council (KCC), has launched a polio immunisation campaign, reports Juliet Waiswa. 

The launch comes in the wake of the increasing threats of re-introduction of the disease by traders and refugees from the DR Congo and Sudan. 

Polio is a contagious viral disease that attacks the central nervous system and can cause temporary or permanent paralysis in children and adults. 

The virus is spread from person to person by contact with secretions from the nose, mouth or faeces of an infected person. 

While addressing journalists at the mayor’s parlour, the focal person of the Expanded Programme on Immunisation, Dr. Joseph Senzoga, said KCC had set up 400 centres in the city to be managed by health officials. 

He added that there would be four posts for each parish in Kampala. 

Senzoga said the exercise would run from January 31 to February 1 and the second phase in April. 

“We want to reach out to those who did not receive immunisation when they were still young,” he said. 

Children under five are more vulnerable to polio.  

Human Rights 
State agencies perpetrate torture, says report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/State_agencies_perpetrate_torture_says_report_78307.shtml 

Political activities and state agencies wielding authority are the major centres of torture in Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia, a report launched yesterday by African Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture Victims indicates.

According to the report, perpetrators of torture include Police, Prison warders, inmates, mobs, army officers, rebels and local councils.

Presenting the report in Kampala, the organisation’s chief executive officer, Ms Ruth Bonabana, said although torture is prevalent in the three countries, there is limited documentation about it.

“It is only the civil society organisations and human rights commissions that suggest that torture has been widespread and continues to be used against some people under detention,” Ms Bonabana said.

The report titled “Baseline Survey Report on Trends and Nature of Torture in Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia” was got from six districts of Uganda, eight provinces of Kenya and three cities of Ethiopia.

The report indicates that in Uganda, torture was at its peak in 1997 to 2006 during the political activities that included the presidential and parliamentary elections, in which political opponents and supporters were threatened, arrested without trial, beaten, and even killed. 

The report also shows that 51 per cent of the community respondents and 27 per cent of inmates and suspects in Gulu region reported that they had been tortured by the UPDF. 

Another 66 per cent of the general public in the same region reported that they had been abducted as recruits into the LRA rebel group, for carrying the loot and as wives.
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