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LRA Activity in DR Congo
Kony rebels burn hundreds in church (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/668519 

Hundreds of civilians were on Saturday burnt to death in a church by the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels. 

The rebels set ablaze a church called Bima in the Democratic Republic of Congo at midnight as the faithful prayed. 

It is not yet known how many Christians were in the church at the time, according to Radio Okapi, a UN radio in Congo. 

In an indescribably savage manner, the rebels then attacked several homesteads, axing, cutting, slitting throats and crushing skulls with wooden bats and axes. 

The massacre occurred in the town of Tora and Libombi and two nearby mining communities located 130km from Dungu, the military base of operation lightning thunder. 

According to the president of the civil society of Dungu, Felicien Balani: “The LRA entered around midnight. They surprised the faithful of the church who were in a prayer vigil. They burned them in the church,” said Balani. 

The rebels also burnt several houses at the gold mine town of Tora. So far recorded are five deaths and six injured. Civil society organisations working in Dungu said over 100 people had fled the area by yesterday. 

Meanwhile, the Human Rights Watch said so far 600 people have been killed by the rebels led by Joseph Kony since December 14, 2008. 

“In Doruma, it was really awful. They had killed at least 300 people. We were in a village where there are only six survivors, all the others were killed,” said Anneke Van Woudenberg, who coordinates the investigations on behalf of Human Rights Watch. 

“One of the few survivors, a 72-year-old man who arrived late for Christmas lunch, hid in the bushes and watched in horror as his wife, children and grandchildren were killed,” Woudenberg said. 

After the massacre, the rebels “ate the Christmas feast the villagers had prepared, and then slept among the dead bodies before continuing on their trail of destruction and death” through another 12 villages. 

Among the latest incidents, 86 people were massacred in Sambia, Akua and Tomate towns between January 8 and 11. 

Rights group: Uganda rebels killed 620 in Congo (AP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hCaCCF_m4tI9A-IgMHfpkJTp8ZRwD95P4O8G0
Ugandan rebels in eastern Congo have ruthlessly killed at least 620 people in the past month, and vulnerable civilians in the region desperately need protection, human rights groups said Saturday.

Human Rights Watch said many of the attacks carried out by Lord's Resistance Army rebels appeared to have been premeditated, and victims' skulls were crushed with wooden bats and axes.

Researchers from the New York-based organization gathered testimony and evidence on a two-week mission to the region with staff from the Congolese rights group Justice Plus.

They said that in one attack on Christmas Day in the village of Batande, rebels slaughtered the men and boys with blows to the head and raped women and girls in a nearby forest before killing them by crushing their skulls. Some 80 people died, they said.

"One of the few survivors, a 72-year-old man who arrived late for Christmas lunch, hid in the bushes and watched in horror as his wife, children and grandchildren were killed," Human Rights Watch said. 
The man said only six people survived.

After the massacre, the rebels "ate the Christmas feast the villagers had prepared, and then slept among the dead bodies before continuing on their trail of destruction and death" through another 12 villages.

In Faradje, about 150 miles (240 kilometers) from Batande, another group of rebels killed 143 people in a similarly gruesome attack in which they also abducted 160 children and 20 adults, tying them together and forcing them to carry looted goods. They also burned 940 houses, three primary schools and nine churches.

There were simultaneous Christmas attacks on several northeastern Congo villages near the Sudan border, Human Rights Watch said.

But it added in a statement that attacks are continuing.

Among the latest incidents of violence: 86 people massacred by rebels in Sambia, Akua and Tomate towns between Jan. 8 and Jan. 11.

"Hundreds of people have been slaughtered and this just goes on," said Joel Bisubu of Justice Plus. 
"We need food and medical supplies for the injured, but even more, we need protection."

The Catholic charity Caritas has said more than 400 people have been killed in the massacres and the U.N. has put the toll at around 500.

The Lord's Resistance Army has fought in northern Uganda for two decades, and rights groups have accused it of cutting off the lips of civilians and forcing thousands of children to serve as soldiers or sex slaves. The conflict has spilled into Sudan and Congo.

The latest attacks were apparently stirred up when Uganda's army, backed by Congolese and Sudanese soldiers, launched an operation Dec. 14 aimed at routing the rebels from Congo. They attacked the insurgents' headquarters in Garamba National Park, forcing them to flee. The rebels broke into several groups, "each of which targeted civilians along its path," Human Rights Watch said.

Rebel spokesman David Matsanga denied that the LRA killed hundreds.

"LRA forces are not in Congo. These people are combing an empty area," Matsanga said.

Human Rights Watch called on Uganda to do more to protect civilians.

"In the past, Ugandan army attacks on the LRA have often spurred immediate reprisals on civilians living nearby," Van Woudenberg said. "LRA atrocities like these show the Ugandan army needs to take steps to protect civilians when undertaking offensive military operations."

Ugandan Minister of Defense Ruth Nankabirwa said the attack on the LRA base had been successful and Ugandan forces now occupied all the LRA camps in Congo.

"We have captured some of the rebels. We got some of their documents so the operation is effective. 
The operation does not end in one day," she said.

The 18,000-strong U.N. mission in Congo is mandated to protect civilians, but its troops are mostly posted further south, around cities like Goma where separate fighting has taken place.

Long-running peace talks between the Lord's Resistance Army and Uganda's government have stalled. 

115 000+ flee fighting in DRC (News24)

http://www.news24.com/News24/Africa/News/0,,2-11-1447_2454432,00.html 

Some 115 000 people have fled violence in the northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, where more than 500 have been killed by Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army rebels in recent months, the UN said on Friday. 

"The death toll in the DRC's Oriental province bordering Uganda and South Sudan is now estimated at 567 people since the start of LRA attacks last September," said Andrej Mahecic, spokesperson for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

The number of forcibly displaced people is also "likely to continue to grow", he added. 

Killings and kidnappings have been rampant since violence first broke out in the province in September, with rebels attacking a village called Duru again as recently as Monday and Tuesday. 

Four people were killed and a four-year-old girl injured in the latest raids. A nine-year-old boy was also abducted, said Mahecic. 

UNHCR staff who flew by helicopter to the area said they were shocked by what they saw. 

"Our colleagues were shocked by the physical condition of the villagers, many of them clad in rags, looking famished and weak after spending nights in the bush without blankets or shelter," he said. 

The UN agency highlighted the difficulties of aid delivery due to the lack of road access to many communities. 

"We are planning to take part in additional joint missions to the embattled areas this weekend to obtain more information on the scale of the forced displacement and needs of the population," said Mahecic. 

Troops from DR Congo, Uganda and South Sudan have conducted joint operations against the LRA since December, but the military action has provoked further retaliatory raids by the rebels against the local civilian population. 

The LRA last week demanded an end to a joint regional military offensive against its forces and urged UN mediators to organise fresh consultations. 
LRA rebels commit new atrocities (New Vision)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7834242.stm
16 January 2009
Uganda's rebel Lord's Resistance Army is continuing to carry out attacks in the Democratic Republic of Congo, says the UN refugee agency.
Rebels attacked a village this week, killing four people, including a girl of four and abducting a boy of nine, locals told the UNHCR.

A bishop in South Sudan says two men had their hand and legs chopped off and were beaten to death, as boys watched.

The LRA now operates in at least four countries in the region.

The government of the CAR has sent troops to its border with DR Congo in an effort to push back the rebels, the country's defence minister said on Wednesday.

A team from the UNHCR has reached Duru, a once vibrant Congolese village that is now deserted.

The survivors of the LRA attacks told the UN agency that the rebels looted and torched their houses, forcing them to flee into the forest.

"What we saw was shocking," David Nthengwe, UNHCR spokesman for eastern DR Congo, told the BBC.

"People live in fear in the forest. Many of them are unable to move, as they fear that the LRA is going to attack them."

He said people had gone for days with no food, sanitation or medical assistance and were in desperate need of water and other basic supplies.

But he said the poor security situation has prevented humanitarian aid workers from reaching them.

Sudan attacks
The BBC has also received accounts from the Anglican church in the Sudanese diocese of Mundri of other atrocities.

Bishop Bismark Avokaya says that LRA rebels abducted two 10-year-old boys.

Two of his parishioners then followed the rebels to try to rescue them but they were caught.

Their hands and legs were hacked off while they were both alive, and they were then beaten to death in front of the boys who have now been rescued.

"Both are traumatised like many others and we could not believe our ears as they shared the stories with us," the bishop said.

LRA leader Joseph Kony refused to sign a peace deal last year until International Criminal Court arrest warrants are withdrawn.

Ugandan, Congolese and Sudanese government forces then carried out a joint offensive against the rebel positions.

But since Christmas Day, suspected LRA rebels have been attacking villages across hundreds of kilometres in an area stretching from the Central African Republic (CAR) though Sudan and into DR Congo.

More than 500 people have been killed and over 100,000 have fled from their homes to escape the attacks.

The LRA have been fighting in northern Uganda for two decades but are now based in DR Congo. 
Uganda to ask DR Congo for more time to hunt rebels (AFP)

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jouV0kpDjX3ieD15ECGB9rHcpAQg 

Uganda's army chief will travel to Kinshasa to request his troops be allowed to extend their hunt for Ugandan rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo, a spokesman told AFP Saturday.

Ugandan troops entered DR Congo last month to attack Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) positions in Garamba National Park as part of Operation Lighting Thunder, a joint campaign involving Ugandan, Congolese and South Sudanese forces.

"The initial agreement with DRC was that this operation would take a month," army spokesman Paddy Ankunda said.

That 30-day mandate expired on January 14, but Ankunda said that Ugandan troops "haven't been asked to leave" and that General Aronda Nyakairima, the head of Uganda's armed forces, would soon visit Kinshasa to request more time.

"I think this was something that was always going to have to happen because the operation was never going to take just one month," he said.

Operation Lighting Thunder, launched on December 14 after LRA chief Joseph Kony repeatedly balked at signing a peace agreement already inked by Kampala in April 2008, has recently come under criticism from human rights groups.

In a statement communicated to AFP on Saturday, the Enough Project said the operation "has been poorly executed and to date has only made the problem worse."

The statement praised the concept of a tri-lateral effort against Kony but said the campaign had failed to adequately protect civilians in the region against LRA reprisals.

Blamed for widespread human rights violations over the years, the LRA is accused of killing hundreds of civilians in northeastern Congo during the Christmas period.

"It's going to take a little more thinking to figure out how civilians are going to be protected," Ankunda admitted.

Meanwhile, LRA spokesman David Nyekorach-Matsanga recently told AFP that a ceasefire agreement was imminent.

"There is a ceasefire coming soon because the Ugandan army knows it has not achieved its objective. The LRA will never be defeated through fighting, only through dialogue," he said.

Matsanga, who claims to be in regular contact with the elusive Kony, said talks are ongoing between Kampala and former Mozambican president Joaquim Chissano, who serves as the UN special envoy to LRA-affected areas.

However Ugandan officials said that pledges by Matsanga would be enough.

"There will only be a ceasefire if Joseph Kony himself gives categorical assurances that he will sign the Final Peace Agreement," Uganda's deputy foreign minister, Okello Oryem, told AFP.

"The communication must come directly from Kony."

Ankunda flatly rejected the claim that Matsanga and Kony recently spoke.

"David Matsanga is not in touch with Kony. That is a fact," he said.

The LRA began its rebellion against Kampala more than two decades ago and is accused of committing atrocities against civilians in northern Uganda, south Sudan, northeastern DR Congo and the Central African Republic.
Defense minister summoned over Congo attack (Ultimate Media)
http://www.australia.to/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3663:un-security-council-press-statement-on-lords-resistance-army&catid=71:world-news&Itemid=30 
The Parliamentary Committee on Defense and Internal Affairs Committee has summoned the minister of Defense, Dr. Crispus Kiyonga to offer an update on the joint military offensive by the armies of Uganda, Southern Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo against rebels of the Lords Resistance Army in eastern DRC. 

The Committee Chairperson, Mathias Kasamba says the they want the minister to update the country on the progress of Operation Lightening Thunder and Uganda’s peace keeping troops in Somalia.

He says the joint military offensive against the LRA has been going for over a month and it is time the government made a report to Ugandans. 

Kasamba in an interview today said the committee wants to know how the operations of the joint military offensive against the LRA in DRC are being carried by the three armies in terms of command, resources and strategy.

He says Parliament also wants to the cost implications of the operations and how the three governments are ready to invest in the military offensive.

Kasamba says the committee also wants to hear from the minister on government’s plans to ensure security in war torn Somalia following the departure of Ethiopian troops. 

He says Uganda should engage other AU countries to provide peace keeping troops to Somalia to beef up security in the strife stricken country.
Uganda rebellion turns into regional plague (AFP)
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jA9NMW9ZMrD6oRafvoXZZi8Tc-gg 

Once a mystical guerrilla group confined to northern Uganda, the remnants of the Lord's Resistance Army are now a marauding gaggle of gun-toting and raping fugitives sowing chaos in the entire subregion.

Born in 1988 of the frustration of Uganda's marginalised Acholi ethnic group, the LRA led by former altar boy Joseph Kony was a movement drawing on messianic beliefs and a smattering of Christian motifs.

Fighting with President Yoweri Museveni's government troops raged for close to two decades but the rebellion's violence towards the very people it was meant to protect was just as deadly.

Since a ceasefire was declared in 2006, the LRA's hard core and its army of forced recruits has regrouped in forest hideouts in one of Africa's most remote and hostile regions.

Weary of Kony's refusal to sign an internationally-backed peace agreement already inked by Kampala, Uganda last month spearheaded a joint military offensive with forces from the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan.

"The rebel group is changing and its scope transcends borders now," said a Swiss analyst who was involved in the protracted peace negotiations.

The LRA has gone on rampages in the DRC, in South Sudan and the Central African Republic in recent years, torching villages, abducting children and women, and killing hundreds, according to rights groups.

"Many Acholi elements of the group have deserted," the Swiss expert said, explaining that the LRA has made up for its losses by forcibly enrolling in the three countries where it operates.

The United Nations' refugee agency announced Friday that some 115,000 people had been displaced by LRA rebels running amok and more than 500 killed.

According to officials and experts, the LRA group setting the border regions ablaze counts around 500 fighters, accompanied by 300 to 400 enslaved women and children. Among them are around 150 Congolese nationals.

"The LRA's Acholi and Ugandan identity is increasingly unclear, which poses the question of the group's real identity now," said the Swiss diplomat, who did not wish to be named.

Kony's former deputy Vincent Otti was considered the symbol of the LRA's Acholi identity but is believed to have been killed at his own leader's behest in 2007.

"Acholi claims are still present, notably among the diaspora -- which plays a key role in the negotiations -- and actually more than inside the rebellion itself," the diplomat added.

"The LRA is becoming a group with no clear identity, a nefarious force which will be very difficult to flush out, engaged in activities more akin to banditry, like mercenaries who risk being hired by other armed groups or regional political players," he said.

The LRA's evolution into an organisation that can hardly be described as Ugandan any longer raises questions over the future of the peace process launched in July 2006.

The negotiations' very mediator, the government of South Sudan, is taking part in the military offensive and the peace process has been indefinitely put on the back burner.

"Traditional Acholi leaders and diaspora representatives used to talk to Kony very regularly. But it is very difficult to know whether these contacts have continued," the diplomat said.

On January 4, LRA peace negotiator David Nyekorach Matsanga, who claims to be in regular contact with Kony, demanded an emergency meeting in Tanzania for a resumption of the UN-sponsored peace process.

Meanwhile, the LRA is reported to have split into several columns, apparently heading in opposite directions. Some commanders are believed to be seeking an opportunity to resume negotiations and reach a final peace settlement.

Uganda's military has claimed to have established contact with some rebel commanders who want to lay down arms, leaving Kony more exposed to a fresh push by the region's armies. 

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda

Gov't, WFP: Northeastern Uganda faces acute food crisis (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/16/content_10670135.htm 

The Ugandan government and the UN World Food Program (WFP) on Friday announced that the northeastern part of the country is facing an acute food crisis that is likely to slip into famine if no urgent action is taken.

Musa Ecweru, minister of state for disaster preparedness and relief, told reporters here that the situation is severe following massive crop failure and warned that the acute malnutrition levels are close to emergency.

"When you reach Karamoja (northeastern region) you will see cases of malnutrition, the elderly are in dire need of support," he said flanked by Stanlake Samkange, WFP country director.

The food crisis in the region has been escalating for years and was heightened by the 2007 floods and a severe drought which destroyed all the crops, putting over 970,000 people at risk of starvation.

Ecweru announced that government and WFP will in the first week of February unveil a 64 million U.S. dollar emergency response package that will be used to purchase 89,000 metric tonnes of food.

Teso leaders disagree over IDPs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/668468 

The chairperson for the internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Soroti, Robert Ejoku, has said the people will not leave the camps until the Government fulfils promises earlier made to them. 

Ejoku’s remarks come after the deputy resident commissioner, Michael Bwalatum, reportedly said there were no more IDPs in the district. 

“The houses that were formerly used by the IDPs are being rented to people who are posing a security threat,” Bwalatum said. 

But Ejoku said: “It is not true that there are no IDPs here. About 1,000 people are still displaced. The Government is shying away from responsibility,” Ejoku said last week. 

The most affected areas, he said, were Orungo and Kapelebyong in Amuria. 

About 3,000 people fled their homes in 2003 when Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) infiltrated the region. 

The rebels killed residents, abducted children and raped women. Ejoku said most of the IDPs that were unable to return home were the elderly, widows, children and people living with HIV/AIDS. 

“We were promised agricultural kits, food for six months and iron sheets, which some people have not received,” he said. 

He urged the authorities to stop harassing the IDPs by associating them with crime. Ejoku also urged Government to conduct a head-count of the IDPs. 

Mzee Justine Enyoru of Acanpi, Okude in Orungo sub-county said when the Government made the promise, there were no conditions attached. 

He said he was surprised that they were now being required to first build walls before getting the iron sheets. 

The district disaster coordinator, Sam Oinya, echoed the RDCs statement, saying all camps should be closed because the number of IDPs is negligible. “Forcing people out has some legal implications. So the chief administrative officer, who is the head of the disaster committee, should announce the closure of all camps,” Oinya said.
Education 
Teachers disagree with UNEB over ple (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/detail.php?newsCategoryId=12&newsId=668521  

PRIMARY school teachers have argued that poor performance in the just released 2008 Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE) was due to the high level of English used in the setting the examinations. 

“The examiners said the language was quite difficult. It seems the people who set the exam were not familiar with primary education,” said Gertrude Zziwa, the head teacher of Kiswa Primary School in Kampala. 

Most head teachers, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the language used was quite difficult. 

A source said examiners spent some reasonable time debating whether to lower the marks after noting that the language used to set the exams was hard. 

The head teacher of Nakasero Primary school, David Sengendo, said: “The language was slightly higher than the level of primary seven. This especially affected candidates from the countryside whose language is not good enough. The language used was not appropriate for PLE.” 

The deputy head teacher of Kitante Primary School, Patrick Kaluma, said: “The questions set needed high- level thinking, which is not at the level of p7. The questions were more about application than knowledge.” 

But the head teacher of sir Apollo Kagwa Boarding Primary school, G. Sendagire said: “The schools were relying on past papers although the setting was also difficult. We must widen the pupils understanding and stop cram work. UNEB did not set any questions from past papers, that is why most candidates failed.” 

Another head teacher lamented: “How do you expect a secondary school teacher to set exams for primary school pupils? The language becomes complicated for the pupils.” 

However, UNEB spokesperson Eva Konde denied this. “We use primary school teachers,” she stressed. 

UNEB secretary Mathew Bukenya said the poor performance was due to the tight measures against examination malpractice. 

He said schools did not have any chance of cheating. But he added that UNEB would investigate the poor performance this year. 

UNEB deployed about 7,200 scouts across the country to supervise the examinations. 

Out of 463,631 candidates who sat the PLE last year, only 17,021 (3.7%) passed in the first division. The previous year, 31,969 pupils (7.6%), passed in division one. 

A total of 154,774 pupils (33.4%) were in division two, while 138,796 (29.9%) passed in division three. Division four had 63,761 (13.8%) pupils. 

The results show that the number of failures had risen by over 50%, compared to the two previous years. A total of 89,306 pupils failed the exam. 
Social studies was the best done subject, followed by Mathematics, English and Science. 

The education ministry said other reasons for the poor performance were teacher and pupil absenteeism, late reporting and early departure from school by both teachers and pupils. 

The poor performance is likely to raise questions about the huge amount of money spent on primary education. 

Education takes sh720b, which is 29.7% of the recurrent budget. Primary education takes 60% of funds for the education sector. 
We need quality in the UPE scheme (Daily Monitor – EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/We_need_quality_in_the_UPE_scheme_78427.shtml 

The 2008 Primary Leaving Examinations that were released last Friday highlighted the fact that performance in terms of quality has gone down over the last three years and that the Ministry of Education has a great lot to do. 

At least one in five students who sat the 2008 PLE registered a failure mark in all their papers, one of the worst performances in the last decade.

Ever since the government introduced the Universal Primary Education (UPE) programme in 1996, the Education ministry has paid more attention to quantity -- in terms of getting more children into school -- than the quality of the education they receive whilst there. 

As a result, many schools in the country, particularly those in rural areas, have astronomical numbers of pupils in classrooms with alarmingly high teacher-to-pupil ratios. While releasing the results last week, Uganda National Examinations Board Executive Secretary Matthew Bukenya said these few teachers rarely turn up  for class. 

Primary school teachers are poorly-paid and struggle to meet their financial obligations each month. As a result, many have taken on moonlighting to try and make ends meet. Others have turned to alcohol to drown out the depth of their destitution. 
In order to churn out pupils of high understanding with excellent grades, the ministry under the Education Standards Agency should embark on regular school inspections and this should not only be in areas close to towns but the whole country. The falling standards have also been exacerbated by head teachers who are more interested in earning more in terms of finances than creating a better crop of tomorrow’s generation.

The government increased the budgetary allocation to the education sector by Shs59 billion in the current financial year but it is clear that more is needed to pay teachers a living wage and set up the infrastructure, such as classroom blocks, that will allow children an opportunity to learn in a conducive environment.

We do hope that the thematic approach that the ministry is trying to implement will help more pupils understand the English language easily so that they can be able to perform well in the subsequent years. But unless, quality becomes the ministry’s priority area, pupils will continue to register mediocre results and parents will continue having more failures in their homes.

At the start of the UPE programme, it was important to focus on the quantity; more than 10 years later, it is about time we paid more attention to the quality of education that the millions of primary school children are receiving in Uganda.

Stop increasing tuition fees, says State Minister (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Stop_increasing_tuition_fees_says_State_Minister_78432.shtml 

The Minister of State for Higher Education, Mr Gabriel Opio, has warned higher institutions of learning against charging high tuitions fees. He said this is detrimental to the standard of education since it deters people who cannot afford  from  joining the institutions.

The  Minister gave the warning on Friday while presiding over the first graduation ceremony at Gulu Clinical School. “We need midwives and clinical officers but if you hike the fees, very few will enroll. We need these people to serve the community,” he said.

Mr Opio said management of such institutions should come up with a school fees structure  that is affordable to all  citizens. “I am talking  about this because students from other institutions presented a petition to be discussed in Parliament,” he explained.

Mr Opio said many institutions were not following the required standard of enrolling students. “I was in one clinical school in eastern Uganda where they were required to admit 80 students but admitted 190 in the first year,” the  minister  said. He added: “I was shocked to learn that some students where sleeping under beds. These are medical personnel.  If  you train  them to sleep under  the beds how do you expect them to treat patients  nicely,” he  said.

The minister said in an effort to improve on professionalism of training institutions, the ministry had acquired money from the ministry of Planning and Finance to recruit more staff in health institutions. He said part of the money would be used to purchase a 30-seater minibus and construct a classroom block worth  Shs110 million for Gulu  Clinical  School. “ We are determined to improve these institutions,” he said.
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