 UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 20 JANUARY 2009
LRA Activity in DR Congo / South Sudan
LRA executes 16 in South Sudan as Nyakairima plans to visit Kinshasha (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/LRA_executes_16_in_South_Sudan_as_Nyakairima_plans_to_visit_Kinshasha_78506.shtml 

Suspected Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have executed 16 Sudanese civilians they abducted recently, the Human Rights Watch has said. The number of people killed by the rebels in raids has reached 640.

The reports of execution of 16 civilians from South Sudan come when the Chief of Defence of Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima, is set to travel to Kinshasa to request that the UPDF be allowed to extend their hunt for the LRA in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The UPDF on December 14, launched attacks on LRA positions in Garamba National Park as part of Operation Lighting Thunder, a joint campaign involving Ugandan, Congolese and South Sudanese forces. The 30-day mandate expired on January 14.

According to the Sudan Tribune, the 16 bodies of civilians were found in the Western Equatoria state (WES) by the SPLA. 

The paper said the civilians were abducted by the LRA in Tore Wandi, Mabe and Diko, all in WES.

The Azande Worldwide Organisation, which advocates for the minority Azande tribe, the ones most affected by the LRA insurgency and closer to Garamba, called on South Sudan President Salva Kiir to intervene.

“Some rich [figures] from the South Sudan Government and other NGOs are now preparing to fly their children out of WES to Uganda than risk them being ambushed by the LRA on the road to Yei; but what about the poor ones who cannot afford the plane fair of about $350 per person?” the organisation said in a statement about the attacks that have not been independently verified by Daily Monitor.

But last week, South Sudan Vice President, Dr Riek Machar, rejected pleas by WES leaders for government to arm civilians in the state to defend themselves against the LRA rebels.

“Arming the people is not a policy of the government,” Mr Machar said. 

He said the responsibility of protecting the civilians lies with the SPLA, which has built capacity to deal with the insurgents.

HRW, a US-based rights group said the LRA slaughtered at least 620 people and abducted more than 160 children in DRC during a Christmas rampage. 

In Northeast Congo, Steady Stream of Displaced (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-01-19-voa21.cfm 

Humanitarian agencies are reporting a steady stream of displaced people entering the town of Dungu in northeastern DRC. Tens of thousands of people are fleeing rebel attacks. Now, aid agencies are facing major logistical problems in transporting emergency aid to those in need.

Jim Farrell of the World Food Program spoke to VOA English to Africa Service reporter Joe De Capua about what he saw Monday in Dungu. 

“I went down to the southern perimeter of Dungu because I had heard that there was a stream of refugees coming into this town. And in fact it is almost a continuous stream of people pouring in,” he says.

Earlier estimates said there were about 20,000 displaced people in and around Dungu. Updated figures put the number around 25,000.

Displacement is blamed on attacks by Ugandan LRA rebels. Farrell says, “Back in mid-December, the Ugandan army and Congo army went after the Lord’s Resistance Army. In effect what they did was , they drove them out of their main bases. They smashed it into small, separate groups. So, now you have groups of four or five of these rebels wandering into various villages, terrorizing them, killing, burning, robbing, raping.”

As a result, residents of the attacked towns and villages are fleeing to areas such as Dungu. There are also reports of another 20,000 displaced people further south.

Farrell says that it’s “extremely difficult” to organize relief operations in northeastern Congo. “The road network in this area is just barely marginal. There is a dirt airstrip for flying in food aid. They had a system set up where they were going to be flying in food aid in here to feed the 20,000 existing displaced people. Now suddenly those numbers are jumping up and World Food program and also 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees and UNICEF are all trying to figure out how to go ahead and rebalance their books. How to go ahead and ramp-up the operation,” he says.

A truck convoy carrying 70 tons of food arrived in Dungu Monday. It took the convoy six days to travel 500 kilometers. 

“That convoy is now going to make another trip. We have an air bridge that’s starting up on Friday to fly food aid in from Entebbe, Uganda. And they’re looking at…doing food drops into the more isolated areas sometime after that. And that will become particularly important when the rainy season hits and we use the use of the roads,” Farrell says.

Dungu will be one of several main centers for distributing emergency aid, along with the towns of Faradje and Duruma. Both towns were attacked by the LRA.

The WFP spokesman describes the condition of the displaced he saw entering Dungu. “Frightened, exhausted…The men looked angry and depressed. I was talking with people who have been up in some of the towns that were hit by this and they say the people are just absolutely traumatized. So, not only do they need medical care…and food, but it also looks like they also need a certain amount of psychological counseling… These people are terrified,” he says.

UPDF kills more Kony rebels (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/668607 

THE UPDF has captured one LRA commander and killed nine more fighters in the on-going regional military offensive in the north-east of the DR Congo. 

The commander of the operation code-named Lightning Thunder, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, said yesterday that the UPDF engaged several small groups of the LRA within the Garamba jungles. 

“We attacked them and killed nine and captured four guns. We are now attacking them,” Kankiriho said by telephone from Dungu, the base of the Ugandan, Congolese and Sudanese forces in the Congo. 

The troops captured Lt. Simon Opira, bringing the number of rebel commanders captured to five. 

This brings to 10 the number of LRA fighters captured and 48 killed since the offensive was launched on December 14, 2008. Over 21 rebels have surrendered and 11 captives rescued in various parts of Congo and South Sudan. 

Kankiriho said yesterday that the army had rescued two more abductees. 

By yesterday afternoon, the UPDF was assisting one of the abductees, a 17-year- old Sudanese, to deliver. “By the time we rescued her, she was due and as I talk now, she is in labour,” said Kankiriho. 

He said the critics of the military offensive would be proven wrong. “It’s not a failure. My aim is to accomplish my mission and I will do it. We shall get him (LRA leader Joseph Kony).” 

He explained that Kony was still within the Garamba forest and that the joint forces were coordinating deployments in the affected villages. 

The rebels trying to flee the offensive over the weekend burnt hundreds of Christians to death at a church in Bima, 130km from Dungu, DR Congo. 

Meanwhile, UPDF’s chief of Defence Forces Gen. Aronda Nyakairima will travel to Kinshasa to try and extend the hunt for Kony in the DR Congo. 

“The initial agreement with DR Congo was that this operation would take a month,” army spokesman Capt. Paddy Ankunda told AFP. 

That 30-day mandate expired on January 14, but Ankunda said the Ugandan troops “haven’t been asked to leave” and that Nyakairima would soon visit Kinshasa to ask for more time to flush out the rebels.  

South Sudan Appeals for Help With Refugees Fleeing LRA Attacks (Bloomberg)

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=akfsj.PE0XcA&refer=africa  
South Sudan’s Western Equatoria state appealed for humanitarian assistance for more than 18,000 people displaced by Uganda’s rebel Lord’s Resistance Army. 

“Fear of the LRA has caused many villagers to abandon their homes, property, farms and food stores to flee to towns,” Jemma Nunu Kumba, the state governor, said in a statement today. He accused the LRA of having hacked to death 120 people and abducting 180 others in the state since 2006. 

The LRA, led by self-styled mystic Joseph Kony, stepped up attacks on civilians after Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan jointly attacked its bases in Congo in mid-December. 
Since being chased from their bases, the rebels killed more than 600 civilians as they spread into the surrounding area, according to Human Rights Watch. 

More than 8,000 Congolese refugees are now registered in Western Equatoria, putting a strain on the resources of local municipalities, Kumba said. Food is in short supply and the number of people suffering from preventable diseases may increase as the rainy season approaches, he added. 

See Also:

Sudan WES government appeals for emergency humanitarian aid for IDPs (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article29913 

Northern Uganda

Quarantine hits hotel business (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/668591 

HOTEL business in the north has declined since the foot-and-mouth disease broke out in the region, forcing the agriculture ministry to slap a quarantine. 

The closure of livestock markets and butcheries has caused lack of meat supplies. “We are losing customers most of whom are not vegetarians. They cherish delicacies like beef and pork,” Alfonse Ojok, a hotelier from Apac, said. 

He added that the situation was worsened by high prices of chicken and fish. “Imagine a cock that used to cost sh10,000 now goes for sh30,000,” Ojok said. 

Chicken dishes go for sh5,000, up from sh2,000 in most eating places in the major trading centres. Hoteliers said this had driven away clients. 

“Most of our customers do not want to hear about beans. They claim to be allergic to beans,” Ojok disclosed. 

Police in Lira have launched an operation on suspected butcheries accused of continuing to sell meat.

Eastern Uganda

Cultural practices fuel rape in east, say police (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Cultural_practices_fuel_rape_in_east_say_police_78504.shtml 

Cultural practices in the eastern part of the country are primarily responsible for defilement and rape cases reported in the region last year, police have said.

The eastern region police spokesperson, Mr Idi Senkumbi, told Daily Monitor yesterday in a telephone interview that most cases of defilement reported last year were during the circumcision period of the Bagisu community popularly known as “Imbalu”.

“Processions of kadodi (Imbalu drum processions) during the circumcision period was the major cause of defilement because they usually go up to late in the night and men use that opportunity to defile and rape young girls,” Mr Senkumbi said.

Mr Nsenkumbi said although defilement cases slightly dropped from 2,641 in 2007 to 2,540 last year and rape cases also reduced from 76 in 2007 to 57 last year, he said kadodi processions were the major causes because they usually attract young girls who fall victims to men who lure them or force them into sex. 

The regional police publicist said the culture of parents marrying off their daughters at younger ages also contributed to defilement.

Health

Four die as meningitis spreads to Masindi district (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/668614 

THE health ministry has reported an outbreak of meningitis in Masindi district, a week after the deadly disease was reported in Hoima and Arua districts. 

The director of clinical services in the ministry, Dr. Kenya Mugisha told The New Vision yesterday that 15 cases of meningitis had been reported in Masindi, with four deaths. 

He said the outbreak had affected Pakanyi sub-county. 

“There are fears that it may be spreading to Kigumba,” said Mugisha. 

He said rapid tests had been carried out on patients which confirmed meningitis. 

The outbreak in Masindi follows reported outbreaks in Dadama and Oluko sub-counties in Arua and Kigorobya sub-county in Hoima. 

Mugisha said the ministry was preparing to carry out a mass vaccination exercise in the affected districts. 

The ministry identified the outbreak to be the meningococcal meningitis which is caused by bacteria transmitted from person-to-person through contact with throat secretions. 

Meningitis is an inflammation of the meninges, which is the lining surrounding the brain and spinal cord. 
The disease is also spread by being in close contact with a patient. 

Living in congested and poorly ventilated premises with an infected person increases the risk of the spread of the disease. 

The most common symptoms of bacterial meningitis are fever, headache, neck stiffness, sensitivity to light, mental confusion and vomiting. 

Dr. John Turyagaruka, the Masindi district health officer, said the district lies in the meningitis belt that covers the areas of southern Sudan and northern Uganda and outbreaks are normally anticipated during this time of the year. 

He also said the district was using stocks of drugs that were earlier dispatched to the district following a meningitis scare in November. 

The district health department is carrying out public sensitisation on the outbreak.

Uganda in need of bird flu medicines as stock expires (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_in_need_of_bird_flu_medicines_as_stock_expires_78503.shtml
The Ministry of Health is in need of a new stock of emergency medicines that would prevent the spread of avian influenza, incase the pandemic hits the country.

The Director for Community and Clinical Health Services, Dr Kenya Mugisha told Daily Monitor yesterday that the medicines which were procured about three years ago are about to expire.

The Ministry of Health imported some medicines emergency medicines when avian influenza (bird flu) was confirmed among birds in the neighbouring Sudan and other African countries in 2006.

“We bought medicines for emergency but fortunately, we didn’t not use them because we were not affected by the disease,” Dr Kenya said. “The medicines are about to expire and we are in the process of procuring more for emergency.”

According to the Ministry of Health, no bird flu cases have been reported among birds and humans in Uganda.

Avian influenza is a contagious infection caused by avian (bird) influenza (flu) viruses. 

Its mode of transmission is usually through air and close contact with infected persons and birds.

Health, NMS quarrel as govt drugs vanish (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Health_NMS_quarrel_as_govt_drugs_vanish_78499.shtml
A row has erupted between the Ministry of Health and the National Medical Stores, both fighting to control the multi-billion budget for the procurement of drugs. 

Addressing a news conference in Kampala yesterday, the new National Medical Stores (NMS) General Manager, Mr Moses Kamabare, attacked the ministry for “hijacking” drug agency’s mandate as the chief broker of government drugs; a shift he says has worsened theft of government drugs from various health facilities in the country. 

“Taxpayers provide money for buying drugs but government is sending this money to a wrong place (ministry of health),” Mr Kamabare said. “Legally, NMS should be the one to handle the procurement of government drugs. We are already paying interest on borrowed money, yet public funds meant to buy drugs, is sent to the Ministry of Health.” 

He added, “The government should take procurement of drugs out of the ministry and the money for medical supplies should come to NMS if we are to streamline the service delivery within the health sector.” 

Yesterday’s news conference was meant to draw attention to the steps the government is taking to stop leakage of medicines to private health facilities, shortage of essential drugs in government health facilities and the expiry of medicines at NMS even when there are people who need them.

When contacted, the State Minister for Health, Dr Emmanuel Otaala said NMS is a parastatal and not a ministry. 

“Unless NMS wants to become a ministry, otherwise it’s our responsibility to treat the sick and we cannot do that without procurement of drugs,” Mr Otaala said. 

He added, “Health facilities buy drugs from other sources because of NMS’ incompetence.” 

However, Mr Kamabare said the ministry spends between 60-70 per cent of the budget to purchase drugs from private sources, a move that will set hurdles for President Yoweri Museveni’s efforts to have all government drugs embossed with “Government of Uganda, Not for Sale” and “UG” on individual tablet, capsule or vial.

“With the current arrangement, NMS can only control between 30-40 per cent of the drugs government procures,” Mr Kamabare said. “The rest is susceptible to abuse because we have no control since these health facilities are free to buy from other private sources.”

Although President Museveni’s directive to tag all government drugs was launched in September last year, NMS said unlabelled drugs will continue to be supplied alongside embossed drugs. 

Mr Kamabare said theft of government drugs will continue as long as health facilities are allowed to procure drugs from other private sources. 

He said scarcity of drugs in health facilities was a factor of ordering/delivery system, increasing thefts and inadequate financing. “We need at least Shs15 billion to overcome shortage of supplies,” he said. 

Not all govt drugs are labelled – NMS (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/668613 

NEARLY 70% of the drugs used in Government health facilities are not labelled. 

According to the National Medical Stores (NMS), the unlabelled drugs are easier to divert to private clinics. 

Moses Kamabare, the NMS general manager, yesterday told a press conference at Grand Imperial Hotel in Kampala that NMS only supplies between 30 and 40% of drugs used in the over 3,000 Government health facilities. 

As the main Government body responsible for procuring drugs, Kamabare reasoned that the Government must insist on all its health facilities buying drugs from the NMS. 

“The 60 to 70% drugs are procured through district and health facilities outside the NMS and the drugs are not labelled which is a loop hole in curbing drug theft from Government facilities,” said Kamabare. 

President Yoweri Museveni directed the NMS to label all Government drugs to curb the theft of medicines. 

In September 2008, NMS started embossing the drugs wth the ‘UG’ label to distinguish them as Government drugs. 

Kamabare was flanked by the NMS corporation secretary, Apollo Mwesigye, and the spokesperson, Hamis Kaheru. 

The officials said there would be faster delivery of drugs if the Government directly sent the money for procurement to NMS instead of the health ministry. 

“Due to delayed release of funds, NMS often resorts to borrowing from commercial banks at high interest rates,” he said. 

Kamabare explained that the money spent on repaying the loans would be used to buy more drugs and equipment. 

In response to a question about the sacrcity of the rabies vaccine, Kamabare said the vaccine was only supplied to Government health facilities by the health ministry. 

Kamabare said NMS was targeting sh36b of business this financial year if the Government could allocate it sh15b of which sh10b would be for essential drugs. 

He regretted the auditor general’s report for the year ending June 30, 2007 which claimed that NMS only delivered sh13.5b of medical supplies of the ordered supplies worth sh19.6b, giving a 68% performance. 

He clarified that medical orders were worth sh12b and NMS supplied over sh13b of medicines.
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