 UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 22 JANUARY 2009
Joint Operations against LRA
UPDF kills 11 LRA rebels (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_kills_11_LRA_rebels_78615.shtml 

The UPDF have killed 11 fighters of the Lord’s Resistance Army as the army resumed air strikes on rebel positions in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, after a two-week lull. 

A combination of UPDF fighter jets and attack helicopters rained rockets on suspected LRA hideouts in DRC from Sunday to Tuesday, military officers monitoring operation Lightning Thunder, a code name for the 37 day-old assault, have said. 

The UPDF had halted the air strikes to allow ground forces embark on a cordon, search and destroy phase, the officers said. 

The operation’s spokesman, Capt. Deo Akiiki yesterday said 11 rebels were killed in the three-day air strikes and ground forces uncovered food stores belonging to the rebels.

“In the three consecutive contacts with them, we killed 11 rebels, but the numbers could be more,” Capt. Akiiki said by telephone from Dungu, the UPDF tactical headquarters. 

Capt. Akiiki said the UPDF rescued a pregnant Congolese girl who immediately went into labour under the care of the army doctors before she was handed to Unicef in Dungu.

“She gave birth to a baby girl at the Unicef facility in Dungu. Maybe we should name her after Dungu,” Capt. Akiiki said. “The girl said she was abducted and impregnated by one of the rebel commanders called Kidega (not the top LRA commander) but he was killed during the recent air strikes,” he added. 

On December 14, forces from Uganda, DRC and South Sudan launched air strikes against LRA bases in Garamba. Despite the air strikes that have resulted in capture of guns, food stores and communication, over 620 civilians in DRC, and South Sudan have been killed by the rebels. 
Shield civilians from LRA - Human Rights Watch (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Shield_civilians_from_LRA_-_Human_Rights_Watch_78585.shtml 

Human Rights Watch, a New York-based rights body has called for urgent protection of civilians in DR Congo against the Lord’s Resistance Movement (LRA) rebels.

The body says LRA rebels have brutally massacred at least 620 civilians and abducted more than 160 children between December 24 and January 13 in northern Democratic Republic of Congo.

According to HRW and Justice Plus, a Congolese human rights organisation, many of the victims were killed or abducted in three simultaneous attacks on December 24 and 25, last year. 

In a January 16 statement, produced after a two-week mission to the region, researchers from the groups collected information, including lists of persons killed or abducted in and around Doruma, Faradje and Duru, in Haute Uele territory. 

At several sites where the killings took place, researchers found fresh graves, pools of dried blood, cords used to tie up prisoners and blood-stained bats and axes used to kill the victims. 

“The LRA went in intending to kill and they left few survivors,” said Ms Anneke Van Woudenberg, senior researcher at Human Rights Watch. “The similar tactics and the near-simultaneous attacks indicate this was a planned operation meant to slaughter and terrorise as many civilians as possible.” 

The LRA attacks followed the beginning of a joint military operation on December 14, led by the Ugandan army with support from the Congolese, Southern Sudanese, and Central African Republic armies. 

The Ugandan army attacked the LRA headquarters in Congo’s Garamba National Park, near the border with Sudan. 

Following the attack, the LRA dispersed into several groups, each targeting civilians along its path. 

The rights body called upon governments in DR Congo, South Sudan and Uganda to help protect the innocent people against the rebels. “The civilians need to be protected at all times,” Ms Woudenberg said.

LRA spokesman threatens Kony (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2203&Itemid=59 

David Matsanga Nyekorach, the LRA Chief Negotiator, has warned of dire consequences if rebel leader, Joseph Kony, fires him from the negotiating team. 

He was reacting to a communication purported to have been issued by Kony, dismissing the entire negotiating team. The document states that Kony has ended all contacts with David Matsanga, Ms Abalo and Justine Labeja, and that they should not transact any business on behalf of the LRA. But it doesn’t name new members of the team. Neither does it give reasons for the sacking, according to last Monday’s The Sudan Tribune report. 

Speaking on phone from Maputo, Mozambique, Matsanga dismissed the story as unfounded and false rumours bent on killing the spirit of peace and the LRA. He said that he was still in-charge and that Kony would be courting more trouble if he did such a thing.  

“That is completely false and I am still the boss of the peace negotiating team, and if Kony wants a showdown at this hour, let him do that. But as far as I know, he should have told me. I spoke with him even yesterday,” Matsanga said.

The LRA leader is currently on the run after Uganda, DR Congo and Southern Sudan armies attacked his hideouts in Congo’s remote Garamba National Park on December 14.

The attack followed Kony’s refusal to sign a peace agreement that many hoped would end one of Africa’s longest wars. 

Kony has previously accused Matsanga of plotting to kill him after he was in April 2008 found with a letter and $20,000, allegedly from President Museveni, to Kony.

The latest report comes amidst reports of increased rebel attacks and abductions of civilians and looting in Dungu, DRC.

Reuters news agency reported that 22 people were killed by the rebels in weekend raids. About 100 LRA rebels are said to have attacked a market in Sambia, Southern Sudan, at around 2:00a.m. on Sunday, killing six people, including a Congolese soldier, Joseph Bangakya, the Deputy Governor of Orientale Province told Reuters.

Brigadier Kankiriho, commander of ‘Operation Lightening Thunder’, confirmed the attacks. He said hunger had forced the rebels to attack civilians. “We are pursuing them, they don’t have food, and we have been destroying all the food belonging to the rebels that we come across, they are in disarray,” Kankiriho said.

He added: “They killed over 20 people on Friday in a place called Kana, another group also carried out attacks on civilians from Southern Sudan, Equatorial province, killing over 10 people.”

But Matsanga told The Weekly Observer that the UPDF and its allies can’t break the back of the LRA through war. “They will never capture or kill Kony, and they have been talking of surrounding LRA, why can’t they arrest them? They are hitting empty camps, the LRA is not party to their war, and I have just delivered a letter to Mr. Chissano. We want a peaceful resolution to this conflict,” Matsanga said. Chissano is the Special UN Envoy on Northern Uganda.  

Northern Uganda

Support for LRA ex-combatants is vital (Daily Monitor - OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Support_for_LRA_ex-combatants_is_vital_78590.shtml 

Albert G.Mugumya

When the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebellion finally ends - whether by signing of the peace agreement or military victory against Kony - one of the most crucial interventions will be the effective Disarmament, Demobilisation, and Rehabilitation (DDR) of the LRA, if we are to attain sustainable peace in Northern Uganda, as DDR is a crucial component of peace building. 

Reintegration of the LRA into society will be one of the greatest challenges to confront Uganda. The LRA committed widespread atrocities against civilians, especially those in their own communities, yet the relationship between the communities and the LRA is critical to long-term recovery.

Though there will be many tailored interventions for the civilians, the LRA should be given equal opportunity too, as this will help reduce their ability and desire to become political spoilers, engage in criminal activity, or otherwise derail the peace and recovery process. Effective DDR will not just prepare the LRA and their families for civilian life, but also promote reconciliation between them and the civilian community. 

The LRA will have to be disarmed and assembled into formal camps (demobilised) and then helped to adjust to civilian life through skills-training, education, psycho-socio support, and then facilitated to become productive and self-sufficient in the form of reliable agricultural machinery (not plastic pangas or rotten seeds). They should be taught new and profitable skills to increase their productivity, expand their incomes and bring communities together. Skills development should however be linked to the emerging needs of the labour market, and to their specific needs. 

However, basic education should be paramount in capacity building, because technical training alone may be insufficient, if the LRA lack basic education.

Experience from Liberia, Sierra Leone, Philippines, and South Africa (where I have just returned from) has shown that most DDR interventions have been heavily invested in disarmament and demobilisation but little on reintegration, yet these three phases of DDR are interconnected, and the successful completion of each phase is essential to the success of the other.

Despite active government intervention, the LRA might not recognise or give the government credit for the assistance provided; hence additional work may be needed to educate the LRA on the extent of government support.

Suffice to say reintegration programmes should not be limited to the LRA to avoid causing friction with the wider civilian population. Provision of targeted assistance to the LRA might be perceived as rewarding perpetrators of violence and not as an investment in peace and security as was the case in 
West Nile. Community resentment over the “special” treatment of the LRA will be inevitable, but can be lessened by sensitisation programmes in the communities.

The civilian population should be made to understand that they will benefit from the fact that the LRA are engaging in rehabilitating their damaged society and that this will make them less likely to return to violence. 

The role of women and children in the conflict should be acknowledged and their rights given priority in the peace building process and in the DDR plan.

DDR programmes are not comprehensive development projects but temporary interventions to facilitate transition from war to peace, hence to be long-term and sustainable, they have to be integrated and supported by interventions for post-conflict reconstruction and socio-economic development like the Peace, Recovery and Development Plan. Above all these DDR programmes should be embedded in a general concept of security sector reform.

Lastly, the “underlying and root causes” of the 21-year-old conflict should be determined and resolved if we are to achieve durable peace and stability.

The author is a specialist in conflict transformation and peace building
albertmugumya@yahoo.co.uk
Haunted by the Past (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=349363&apc_state=henh 

Puffing away at her pipe, 68-year-old Martina Ajok says she is no longer worried about being haunted by ghosts and spirits from the region’s two decades of war.

“Now that the rituals have been conducted, we can all live peacefully,” said Ajok, a resident of the Gira-Gira internal refugee camp. “My boys are able to go out in the woods and hunt, while my daughters go to fetch firewood.”

“Previously, no one would dare step … into the bush,” she explained. “The bones [of war dead] are scattered everywhere.”

Most were victims of the Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, which fought government forces in northern Uganda from 1986 to 2006. The insurgency left an estimated 100,000 dead, mostly from war-related causes, and displaced nearly two million.

The war virtually ended when LRA leader Joseph Kony retreated to northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, in 2006, giving people in northern Uganda the chance to start rebuilding their lives.

But as they began to do so, they have encountered a new problem – many in the north are convinced the land is haunted by the spirits of those who met violent deaths at the hands of the LRA. 

It is a deeply rooted idea that grows out of traditional religious practices which includes a belief in spirits and their ability to affect daily life, usually in bad ways.

Tribal and cultural leaders are trying to address this problem by conducting traditional burial ceremonies to dispel the fears.

Sophie Agwoko, an Acholi community worker, said a wave of complaints prompted tribal elders to initiate the burial ceremonies for the remains of war victims.

The burials purge villages of the spirits that their residents fear, she said.

“We got a lot of complaints from the people, many saying they could not return to their villages unless the areas were cleansed,” she explained. 

This left tribal leaders with little choice but to act, having urged everyone to vacate the nearly 200 former refugee camps across the north.

The Acholi tribe, which dominates northern Uganda, has budgeted about 35,000 US dollars to conduct ceremonies through March, Agwoko said.

“There is that fear of facing vengeful spirits,” Agwoko continued. “Some people are developing mental illness and psychological trauma and [some] deaths are also occurring [that people attribute to attacks by bad spirits].”

John Otika claimed that he and his 30-year-old son, Charles Okwera, encountered a strange, human-like creature that stared at them for a few minutes, before disappearing.

“We were walking back home [one evening],” Otika told IWPR, “when the creature appeared. It was tall and carrying a lot of things, but it remained quiet.”

The encounter, he said, affected them both.

“Although I recovered from the illness I developed after the incident, my son is still mentally unstable,” Otika said.

Burying the bones must be done according to tradition, community representatives said, otherwise more problems can arise. 

Loka Tokwiny, a representative of the Acholi tribe’s Lamogi clan, warned that the spirits can attack those who find the remains, unless they are accorded a decent burial.

Done properly, Tokwiny said, the bones are wrapped in a clean white sheet and lowered into a grave. Traditional rituals must be conducted by elders and include the sacrifice of a cock, goat and sheep. 
The sacrifices, he said, purge the spirits of the dead. 

Some doctors have suggested that locals’ belief that somehow their land is haunted by the ghosts of LRA victims is linked to post-traumatic stress disorder.

Indeed, a 2007 study conducted by Gulu University, Moi University in Kenya and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine found that people forced into camps during the war had been clearly traumatised by their experiences. 

The study examined the health of 1,210 former internal refugees selected from camps in the Gulu and Amuru districts. 

Edbert Sondrop, senior lecturer at the London School, said, “People should realise that these problems that people have gone through over the years are now being reflected in the very high levels of trauma and depression, which means people will have difficulty in [rebuilding] their lives.

“It’s not just a matter of saying OK, we take them back to their land, get them some seeds and some tools. Some people will be in need of specific extra assistance.”

Northern to get sh45b water project (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/668806 

A TOTAL of 45 major trading centres and town councils in the Lango, Acholi and West Nile regions are to benefit from a sh45b water and sanitation programme. 

The permanent secretary in the water and environment ministry, David Obong, said the Water and Sanitation Development Facility-North would support the development of piped water and sanitation systems in the districts from 2008 to 2013. 

He said the programme would be implemented by the Government and development partners under the Peace Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP). 

“The programme was designed to improve the general health conditions and contribute to national development,” Obong said during a consultative meeting at Lira Hotel on Monday. 

The chief administrative officers of Apac, Lira, Dokolo, Amolatar, Oyam, Amuru, Gulu, Pader, Kitgum, Adjumani, Moyo, Tumbe, Koboko, Maracha-Terego, Arua and Nebbi districts attended. 

Obong urged the CAOs to encourage residents to plant more trees to avoid environmental degradation. 

He told them that schools could be the starting point of the forestation campaign. 

Eng. Dominic Kavutse, the director of water development, urged the CAOs to secure land for the implementation of the project. 

“Unless there is land for the construction of reservoir tanks, public toilets and where bore-holes can be drilled, it will be difficult to manage the project,” Kavutse said.  

Explain Shs4b use, Nurep told (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Explain_Shs4b_use_Nurep_told_78584.shtml 

Pader leaders have asked Northern Uganda Rehabilitation Programme officials to account for Shs4 billion given by the European Union towards the rehabilitation of the district. 

LC5 chairman Peter Odok W’Ocheng said the money, already spent by Nurep, has not benefited the communities. 

“Nurep did not tell the district how the money was spent since there is no value for money on the ground,” Mr Odok said. 

He said they had summoned all Nurep implementing partners to account for the funds but only Smedair, Goal and Concerned Parents Association responded. 

Mr Odok said the reports submitted by the partners to the Cao indicated that Smedair aid agency received Shs1.8billion, Concerned Parents Association got Shs2 billion while Goal received Shs800million for rehabilitation programmes. 

He said the programme’s impact is below 50 per cent. 

Health & HIV/AIDS
Meningitis death toll rises to 14 in Hoima (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Meningitis_death_toll_rises_to_14_in_Hoima_78581.shtml 

The death toll from the meningitis outbreak in Hoima District has risen from nine to 14 in the past one week.

The District Health Officer, Dr Joseph Ruyonga, told Daily Monitor on Tuesday that 44 people had contracted the disease in the same period.

“The death toll has risen to 14 and patients are receiving medication at Hoima Referral Hospital,” Dr Ruyonga said. 

He said health workers were making final preparations to immunise residents of Kigorobya Sub-county which has been ravaged by the disease since December.

Dr Ruyonga advised people to avoid communal gatherings because the disease is airborne and spreads through contact with body fluids of an infected person. 

The Hoima Hospital Medical Superintendent, Dr Ben Moro, the public had been discouraged from travelling to Kigorobya. 

“The patients who are admitted here are receiving medication and they are recuperating. We want to prevent any new infections,” Dr Moro said. 

The district epidemic surveillance team together with experts from the Ministry of Health said the type of meningitis ravaging Hoima is Meningococcal.

Meningitis is an inflammation of the membranes (meninges) and cerebrospinal fluid surrounding the brain and spinal cord, usually due to the spread of an infection. 

The most common symptoms are fever, headache, stiff neck, and tiredness. Rash, sore throat, and vomiting can also occur.

Health workers advise that once the above symptoms begin showing, early treatment can prevent serious complications. 

Meanwhile, authorities in Masindi District have confirmed that the fever has so far claimed four lives in Kitengule village, Pakanyi Sub-county.

The District Health Officer, Dr John Turyagaruka, said Pakanyi Health Centre and St. Damian Clinic have been gazzeted as treatment centres. Experts say the disease spread from parts of West Nile.
Meningitis immunisation for this week (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/668820 
THE health ministry is preparing to carry out a massive vaccination of the areas hit by meningitis in Arua, Hoima and Masindi districts. 

The director of clinical services in the ministry, Dr. Kenya Mugisha, when contacted yesterday said: “We are mobilising resources but we are starting anytime this week.” 

“We will target people in the affected sub-counties ranging from the ages of two to 30,” he added.
Govt to immunise children against polio (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_to_immunise_children_against_polio_78586.shtml 

The government is to immunise all children in Hoima against Polio, district health officials have announced.

Polio is one of the leading five killer diseases among children. 

Other diseases are measles, whooping cough, diphtheria and tetanus.

The Hoima District Health Officer, Dr Joseph Ruyonga, said the Ministry of Health has availed the district with the necessary immunisation vaccines.

“All parents and caretakers are urged to take their children who are under five years of age to the nearest health units for immunisation against polio on January 31 and February 1,” Dr Ruyonga said in press statement on Tuesday.

He said polio is a threat to the lives of the infants and may increase infant mortality.

Dr Ruyonga said the government has started the immunisation exercise as one of the mitigation measures to curb the outbreak of polio following its escalation in neighbouring countries.

Health experts have confirmed the outbreak of polio in Sudan and Congo.

Dr Ruyonga said even those children who received polio immunisation earlier will be vaccinated to boost their immunity.

“We want to have a healthy and productive population,” he said. 

Polio is a contagious viral disease that attacks the central nervous system and can cause temporary or permanent paralysis in children and in adults. The virus spreads from person to person through contact with secretions of an infected person.

Will saying no to ARV donations end distribution problems? (IRIN)

http://www.plusnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82498 

Rejecting life-prolonging antiretroviral (ARV) medication seems like an odd thing to do in a country where only about half the people who need the drugs have access to them, but that is exactly what Uganda's National Medical Stores (NMS), the government's main supplier, has resolved to do to. 

"In Uganda we have more drugs expiring than is acceptable because procurement is uncoordinated in the entire health sector," said Moses Kamabare, the general manager of the NMS. "In future we are going to cut out all drug donations unless they are fulfilling an identified gap; we shall encourage donors to coordinate with NMS through the Ministry of Health." 

The local media have regularly raised the alarm over essential drugs expiring and having to be destroyed by the NMS. 

The situation has been attributed to a rapid scale-up of ARV distribution that has not been matched by growth in the number of health facilities able to redistribute the drugs to people who need them, as well as problems with the supply chain. 

"NMS has its own procurement plan, but someone sits in the Ministry of Health and just gets in touch with a donor without informing us," Kamabare said. "In most cases we have already procured these drugs - that causes them to expire." 

Dr Zainabu Akol, head of the HIV programme in the Ministry of Health, noted that the country's ARV stocks would last through 2009, and said the ministry had already put some ARV donations from development partners on hold. 

Reaction to the announcements about rejecting free ARVs has been mixed: civil society has generally been pleased that the government has decided to reorganise its ARV supply mechanisms, but some are questioning the wisdom of turning down drugs when half the people who need ARVs are still not receiving them. 

Throwing the baby out with the bathwater? 

"It would be very unfortunate if the step was taken to stop donors, yet a big number of people are not on treatment, especially the people in the rural areas," said Beatrice Were, a leading AIDS activist. 

"[What] if we have people needing drugs after diagnosis and they are not available?" she asked. "Right now infection rates are going up - what will happen if we have many people in need of the drugs and they cannot get them?" Uganda has had a free ARV programme since 2003; to date, 106,000 people are accessing the drugs at about 300 sites nationwide. 

"Before that step is taken we need to address the reality - that is, having our house organised to do the diagnosis and monitoring of those who are on treatment," Were said. "What we have is like a panic signal because we have had drugs expiring perpetually - that is why they are managing through panic." 

The NMS also plans to improve its internal management processes, speeding up the distribution of drugs that have a shelf life of only three months left, and sharing information between dispensing sites to avoid running out or overstocking. Typically, a health facility with slow-moving drugs does not exchange information with one that has a high turnover of the same medicines. 

Overhauling the supply system 

"Items that are left with three months [to their expiry date] will be removed from our stock and distributed to big health facilities like government referral hospitals and organisations like the UPDF [Uganda People's Defence forces, the army] free of charge," said Kamabare. 

NMS officials said information flow would be improved by opening a website to inform stakeholders about drug stocks with less than a year before expiry in the various districts.

"At most we shall get drugs expiring worth less than 2 million shillings [US$1,000] annually, down from drugs worth 2.6 billion shillings [$1.3million] that were incinerated last year [2008], which had accumulated over three to five years," Kamabare noted. 

During the last financial year, the government made its first ever contribution of 60 billion shillings ($30,000,000) to the fight against malaria and HIV/AIDS, which significantly boosted the procurement of drugs to treat the two diseases. 

A new local manufacturer of ARVs and malaria medication, Quality Chemicals,  is also expected to boost the national supply.  

The government hopes to continue reducing dependence on donors in its health programmes; currently, the biggest suppliers of ARVs to Uganda are the US President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the Clinton Foundation. 

Education

Fix our education before it's too late (Weekly Observer – EDITORIAL)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2192&Itemid=61 

The results of the recently released Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE) are disheartening, to say the least. 

At a time when the economy and tax collections are said to have improved, the education system doesn’t seem to be improving. UPE may have increased enrolment, but the jury is still out on its quality.
  
The first grades have dropped by about half, from the 31,000 recorded in 2007. Several districts could not even secure a single first grade. 

UNEB attributed this miserable performance to the pupils’ inability to grasp the English language. All the subjects; English, Mathematics, Social Studies (SST), and Science are examined in the English language. Strangely, the Ministry of Education has now rolled out the thematic curriculum which emphasises the teaching of some subjects in the local languages for the initial three years in primary school.
 
Academically, this is disastrous. First, it is unfair to subject all pupils to the same kind of examinations when they have been taught under different circumstances. Most of the pupils in the urban areas are taught in English for seven years. English is also the medium of exchange of goods and services in urban areas. Yet in rural areas, mother tongues are being promoted at school. These two categories of pupils cannot compete favourably in national examinations because of the different instruction environments. 

In fact, Uganda should be introducing a policy of teaching pupils at least two international languages. 
This could be English and Kiswahili, or English and French. The benefits of having a bilingual society cannot be overemphasized. 

This is not to ignore local languages. They are important, but these can be taught at home. As long as English is still Uganda’s official language, we must ensure that our pupils learn good English at school. Teaching in vernacular may not be the way to achieve this.

Sadly, the situation in universities is not good either. The Makerere University Chancellor, Prof. Mondo Kagonyera, while officiating at the 59th Graduation ceremony this week, decried the declining academic standards.
 
The university has been commercialised, leading to a proliferation of cases of forged academic transcripts, plagiarism, sex-for-marks, and under-teaching. Uganda has for long enjoyed the niche of providing the best education in the region, with students flocking in from neighbouring countries. We cannot afford to compromise this prestigious position. Let’s fix our education system. 

Disarmament 

360 illegal guns recovered in north (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/360_illegal_guns_recovered_in_north_78583.shtml 

At least 359 illegal firearms were recovered from Gulu, Amuru, Arua, Kitgum Lira and Pader districts last year, an army official has said. 

The UPDF 4th Division spokesperson, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, told Daily Monitor on Tuesday that the guns were recovered from thugs, security forces’ deserters and Karimojong rustlers. 

He said others were found hidden or abandoned by the LRA rebels. Capt. Kakurungu said the recovery of the illegal guns is succeeding because the community is supportive.

“In some instances, leaders have recovered guns themselves and voluntarily handed them over to security organisations,” he said. 

He added that getting rid of the illegal guns is key to achieving sustainable peace in the war-battered north. 

Gulu RDC Walter Ochora in an interview said giving cash for guns will encourage many people to hand them over.
EU opposes forceful disarmament (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/668823 

THE European Union has cautioned Uganda and other member states of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region against forceful disarmament. 

Ambassador Vincent De Visscher, the Head of Delegation of the European Commission to Uganda, said: “The EU recommends the application of broad civilian participatory approaches in disarmament vis-à-vis the historical use of excessive force to disarm pastoralists that has often created human rights protection challenges in the past.” 

Opening the regional meeting for the establishment of a regional disarmament committee at Hotel Africana in Kampala yesterday, De Visscher requested the member states to recognise the role of civilian police and civil society in the disarmament process. 

Addressing journalists later, he said: “It is important to have dialogue with the nomadic communities and address the root causes.” 

Countries that form the Regional Disarmament Committee are Uganda, Kenya, Sudan and Ethiopia. 

The meeting that ends today will also launch the leadership conference activities in the four countries. 

“To-date, the UPDF-led disarmament process seems to show significant positive results and a conducive environment for the stability in the Karamoja region,” De Visscher said. 

He added that the EU had provided over Euro 2.5m for the implementation of four peace projects in northern Uganda and Karamoja. 

A total of 25,000 illegal guns have been recovered in the disarmament exercise in Uganda since 2004. 

Prime Minister Prof. Apolo Nsibambi, in a speech read by the Third Deputy Prime Minister, Kirunda Kivejinja, said the Government was committed to the disarmament of armed nomadic pastoralists in the horn of Africa. 

Foreign affairs minister, Sam Kutesa said the joint disarmament of pastoralists would diffuse cross-border tensions, check the proliferation of small arms and weapons, as well as crime.
Government - Media Relations
Monitor scribes endure CID, media faces a torrid 2009 (Weekly Observer)

http://www.observer.ug/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2202&Itemid=59 

It might be too early for one to predict what 2009 holds for media freedom in Uganda, but the past few days into the year have already painted a gloomy picture. 

On January 2, the Police’s CID summoned three Daily Monitor journalists; Managing Editor, Daniel Kalinaki and reporters Angelo Izama and Grace Matsiko to be questioned about a story many media analysts didn’t find controversial.

Titled ‘Reclusive Kony: UPDF’s tactics under spotlight,’ the article, critical of the conduct of the anti-Kony military offensive in DR Congo, was published in Sunday Monitor on December 28, 2008.

The scribes face charges under Section 37 of Penal Code Act, which forbids publication of information “likely to expose military tactics, aid the enemy, or disrupt public order”—as Anne Abeja Muhwezi, the Monitor Publications Limited lawyer explained. 

After a whole day’s questioning on January 2, the CID decided to discharge Kalinaki but kept the two reporters who have had to report to their Kibuli headquarters several times.

The Police head of Media Offences Department, Charles Kataratambi, says the reason the reporters have not been charged is because the Director of Public Prosecutions is yet to sanction the charges.

“The DPP is still reviewing the case files,” Kataratambi told The Weekly Observer last week.  

Yet the journalists are desperate to get this destruction out of the way. 

“He (Kataratambi) keeps on telling us that he’s working on orders from above—and that we should reveal the source of our story. But for us we believe that the story was positive for the army—and of course, as journalists we can’t reveal our sources,” said Angelo Izama. 

According to Dr. Fredrick Golooba-Mutebi of Makerere University’s Social Research Institute, the current media trend shows that government wants a state-friendly media. He believes that State House is employing Police summons as a “psychological” weapon to either gag or force the media into self-censorship. 

“Media houses have to be assured that freedoms have to be fought for. But, on the other hand, these summons shouldn’t worry reporters; they are simply telling journalists that government wants them not to go beyond certain boundaries in their reporting,” he said. 

He added: “Government is genuinely making journalists to avoid publishing critical stories.” 

If Golooba’s analysis is spot-on, then the big question is whether media houses will yield to this subtle form of censorship.

According to Daily Monitor Managing Editor, Daniel Kalinaki, the terrain for media practice might grow worse than 2008 proved to be. 

“It’s a sign of things to come as 2011 beckons. This move was designed in order to stifle media freedom, scare journalists and inconvenience them—through to and fro visits to the CID. But it’s something we anticipated,” he said.

This “harassment”, as Izama calls it, is also seen by James Tumusiime, Managing Editor of The Weekly Observer, as “intimidation” and “application of punitive measures against perceived negative” reporting.  

“It’s (Police summons) unnecessary. The move is meant to intimidate journalists. It’s wrong,” said Tumusiime.

“Like we have seen in most cases involving journalists, the law can be abused to settle political or personal scores against media houses seen as a threat.” 

The Committee to Protect Journalists’ Africa programme coordinator, Tom Rhodes, said in a statement recently that harassing journalists is a government plan aimed at gagging the media in Uganda. 

“The persecution of Angelo Izama and Grace Matsiko is part of a larger pattern of harassment of journalists in Uganda, in which the government attempts to silence critical voices through constant threat of legal action,” he said. CPJ is a New York-based organisation established to promote freedom of the press in the world.

Golooba believes that journalists have a say in whether the government succeeds in silencing critical voices.

“Media houses have to fight for their freedom—and government can’t erase the right to free speech. All it’s doing is to use intimidation to tame the media and I don’t expect it [media] to follow the trend; they must struggle to report accurately and fairly,” he said.

Besides Daily Monitor journalists, several scribes in Uganda—including The Weekly Observer’s Tumusiime and Political Editor, Ibrahim Ssemujju Nganda, currently face charges related to their work in the courts.

The CPJ accuses Ugandan authorities of using a “battery of vague” criminal charges, including “promoting sectarianism,” “inciting violence,” and “sedition”, to silence independent journalists in response to critical political coverage.

The good news is that journalists have previously successfully resisted draconian laws through the courts. A couple of years ago, the law on publication of false news, one of the favourite tools of the Police against journalists, was ordered off the law books by the Supreme Court after being challenged by journalists.

Today, some journalists are challenging the laws on promoting sectarianism and sedition, which have also been handy for government functionaries seeking to curtail critical media expression.

However, as evidenced from the choice of the law on “exposing military tactics and aiding the enemy” to get at Daily Monitor journalists, the government is still able and willing to find some law somewhere that can be used against perceived errant journalists or media houses.
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