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Joint Operations against LRA
UPDF stay in DRC extended for 21 days (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_stay_in_DRC_extended_for_21_days_78665.shtml 

The UPDF man-hunt for the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader, Joseph Kony and fighters on the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) territory has been extended for another 21 days, the Ministry of Defence said.

The extension of the joint cooperation was agreed upon at a meeting between the UPDF chief of defence Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima and the DRC Chief of general Staff Lt. Gen. Didier Etumba held at Dungu from January 18 and 19th, the Defence Ministry said yesterday. “The two armies have agreed to extend the joint operations against the LRA for another 21 days, beginning on the January 13, 2009” new defence and army spokesman, Maj. Felix Kulayigye said. The 21-day extension ends on February 6. The initial cooperation agreement ended on January 14, a month after the military strikes were launched. 

Maj Kulayigye said the two military chiefs expressed their satisfaction over the level of coordination between the two forces that had dislodged the LRA from their bases in the Garamba forests in northeastern DRC. “It was noted that the LRA had lost their safe havens, their weapons and ammunition as well as abandoning their stories and food,” he added.

The meeting decided that DRC forces while working with UN troops will continue devising ways of protecting civilians from LRA attacks while the UPDF continues to hunt down the roaming rebels. “The two forces will also continue to plan and conduct joint operations against the rebels,” Maj. Kulayigye said. He said the two military chiefs agreed to review the progress of the operation at the end of the 21 days  to decide on the way forward.

In a symbolic function, Gen. Aronda handed over a 15 year old girl who had been rescued from the rebels to his Congolese counterpart, Gen. Etumba. Gen. Aronda was accompanied to the meeting by the Chief of Military Intelligence, Brig. James Mugira, Lightning Thunder overall commander, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho and other military officers from the two countries. But LRA peace delegation chairman, Mr David Matsanga said the 21-days extension would not bring the conflict to an end other than dialogue. “The 21-days, 30 days or three years will not solve the situation,” he added. 

UN assesses Ugandan rebel violence in DR Congo (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/23/content_10707523.htm 

The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has assessed the impact of Ugandan rebel violence in the country's northeast, the mission said Thursday. 

    
The Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), a notorious Ugandan rebel group, has been terrorizing the Haut Uele area of Oriental Province in recent months, said a statement from the mission, known by its French acronym MONUC. 

    
MONUC and other partner agencies visited the affected areas on Jan. 16-17 to help set up an appropriate humanitarian response, the statement said. 

    
In Faradje, a town 100 km west of the DRC's border with Sudan and Uganda, the team assessed damages following the deadly LRA attacks in December, noting the need for protection and psychosocial assistance for civilians, it said. 

    
The exact numbers of killings, abductions and displacements are not known, but according to estimates from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the LRA violence has left 900 people dead and uprooted 130,000 others. 

    
Several other areas are at risk of fresh attacks by LRA rebels, who are on the run from the forces of the DRC, Uganda and southern Sudan, which launched a joint military operation last month. 

    
MONUC said LRA members are desperate to survive and have stepped up their slaughter of DRC civilians. 

    
Last week, the UN Security Council issued a press statement strongly condemning recent attacks carried out by the LRA and emphasizing that those responsible must be brought to justice. 

    
Council members demanded that LRA members cease all attacks on civilians immediately, urging them to surrender, assemble and disarm. 

2 ex-LRA negotiators get amnesty (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/668973 

TWO former members of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) negotiating team to the stalled Juba peace talks were yesterday granted amnesty after 22 years of fighting the Government. 

This follows acceptance of their application by the Amnesty Commission filed in December last year. 

Maj. Johnson Okello, also known as Denis Okirol and Lt. Col. Silva Ochora, were members of the LRA cessation of hostility monitoring team. 

Earlier in August, James Obita, a former leader of the negotiation team, was granted amnesty. 

Obita said he returned because he believed in what the Juba peace agreement had achieved. 

Together with five other returnees of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), Okello and Ochora received their amnesty certificate from the chairman of the Amnesty Commission, Justice Peter Onega, at the commission headquarters in Kampala. 

The former ADF fighters included Lubega Fauza, 22, Ngwalima Okurutu Aliamin, 34, Kabuye Abdulla Hammani, 48 and 18-year-old Zawada Hamza. 

The surrender brings the number of LRA rebels who have benefited from the amnesty to 12,844 since the establishment of the commission in 2000. A total of 22,921 fighters from various rebel groups have also benefited from the amnesty. 

Onega said the commission exonerates them from crimes they committed during the rebellion. 

He, however, warned that the amnesty would not cushion them from crimes they would commit after the pardon. 

Former LRA commander Onen Kamdul is in prison on chargers of robbery and murder, which he reportedly committed last year after he was granted amnesty. 

Onega said the World Bank had established a fund to help the returnees resettle and link them up to various opportunities. 

The six received packages including a mattress, jerry-can, two saucepans, two plastic cups and plates, two hoes, 5kg packets of beans and maize seeds and sh263,000 each. 

The former negotiators to the protracted Juba peace talks expressed doubt over the success of the ongoing military offensive against the LRA. 

Martin Ojul, a former leader of the LRA negotiating team, who had received amnesty in 2005, said a peaceful resolution was still the best option to end the war. 

The former negotiators expressed doubt over Kony’s commitment to the final peace agreement. 

They also doubted that David Matsanga, the current leader of rebel peace delegation, was in touch with Kony. 

Northern Uganda

MPs want Peace Recovery and Development Plan region redefined (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/MPs_want_Peace_Recovery_and_Development_Plan_region_redefined_78654.shtml 

The Greater North Parliamentary Forum comprising of MPs from Acholi, Lango, Teso and Karamoja sub-regions are seeking a court injunction over the implementation of the Peace Recovery and Development Plan. 

Speaking on behalf of the forum in Gulu on Tuesday, Aruu County MP Odonga Otoo said the forum wants the High Court to redefine the boundaries of northern Uganda since the way the PRDP districts are defined is not clear. “We are in the final stage of consultation and I am very passionate about this. How can they include districts like Kiboga, Tororo and Busia under the PRDP yet they have never heard a gunshot from Kony?” Mr Odonga asked. 
 
He added, “When we were struggling to start the Juba peace talk’s process, they called us rebel collaborators, now that the benefits have come in trillions of shillings, they want to identity with us. The way in which northern Uganda is defined is unbelievable! 40 districts are far too many.” Mr Odonga said northern Uganda consists of districts in Lango, Acholi, Karamoja and West Nile sub regions, which have been rendered vulnerable by the 22-year-old insurgency. 

The legislator said there are some big shots in the government who want to swindle the PRDP contributions from donors. “According to the PRDP frame work, the donors are supposed to contribute 70 per cent and the government is supposed to contribute 30 per cent. However, up to now, the government has not even contributed a shilling,” he said.

The Nwoya MP, Mr Simon Oyet, said the government should stop using the suffering of the people in northern Uganda to get money from donors. The Gulu Woman MP, Ms Betty Ocan, described PRDP as a hoax adding that she has never wasted time telling her constituents about the programme.  

20,000 give up war in north (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/668951 
- GULU 
OVER 20, 000 people in the north abandoned rebellion and have been pardoned since 2000, the Uganda Amnesty Commission has said. Addressing a congregation during peace prayers at the Kaunda Grounds in the municipality on Thursday, the chairman, Jovino Akaki-Ayumu, urged the leaders to preach peace and help the people fight poverty. Akaki-Ayumu said those who surrendered received certificates and a token of sh262, 000 each. 

Eastern Uganda

Govt launches famine strategy (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/668955 

A JOINT operation by the Government and the World Food Programme to avert famine in Karamoja and the neighbouring districts is underway, the state minister for disaster preparedness has announced. 

Musa Ecweru said the operation would cost about $64m to provide relief assistance to about 970,000 people in need of food. 

Addressing journalists at the Media Centre in Kampala on Friday, Ecweru said the operation would last up to October when the first harvests are expected in the region. 

He said Karamoja was currently faced with an acute food crisis that was likely to result into famine if not averted. 

“The situation in Karamoja is bad but it is not out of control. Some parts of Teso such as Ngariam, Toroma and Usuk are equally in need of help. 

Ecweru explained that the affected areas had not fully recovered from the 2007 floods that hit the area. 

“When the floods affected these areas, cassava, which saves people in times of famine, was destroyed,” said Ecweru. 

He added that when the Government came in to provide planting materials such as cassava cuttings, the area was hit by a dry spell and the crops dried up before the 2008 crop failure that left the region without food. 

“The size of the operation reflects the severity of the situation. Crop yields were poor in most areas. 

“Acute malnutrition is close to emergency levels and we have 10 months to go until the next harvest,” said Ecweru. 

He said the operation would be carried out in liaison with the local governments in the affected areas. 

The WFP country representative, Stanlake Samkange, said the operation was also aimed at ensuring that similar food crises do not occur in the future. 

“That is why we need to place emphasis on medium and longer term solutions to hunger. We want people in Karamoja to become net producers, so that we can actually buy food from them for emergencies elsewhere in future,” said Samkange.

Health 
Meningitis death toll reaches 20 (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Meningitis_death_toll_reaches_20_78668.shtml 

The deadly meningitis disease that broke out in Arua early this month has so far killed 20 people and left 155 others hospitalised in various health centres, according to the district health officer, Dr Patrick Anguzu.

He yesterday told Daily Monitor that the disease which was first reported in Dadamu Sub-county had spread to Ogoko, Ajia and Oluko sub-counties. He, however, added that some patients had been discharged after they were cleared by the medical officials.

The escalation of the disease has forced the district meningitis taskforce to ban all social gatherings. Dr Anguzu said discos, conferences, markets and other such activities were banned starting Wednesday.   This leaves concerts by Kampala-based singer Bebe Cool slated for tomorrow and Monday at Annex Gardens hanging in balance. Dr Anguzu said the disease thrives well in congested areas and urged the community to avoid crowds. Most people got infected because initially, they thought the victims had been bewitched. The taskforce has designed radio spots and distributed fliers carrying messages on dangers of meningitis.

The Ministry of Health said it is preparing to carry out massive vaccination in the affected sub counties next week. Some of the worst hit sub-counties missed the 2007/08 vaccination exercise. The district vice chairman, Mr Sabo Kamilo, said despite the escalation of the disease, schools would open for the first term on February 2. “We shall still open schools. People must not be scared to send their children to school as the term begins,” he said.

In Hoima, the number of people infected with meningitis has also steadily increased. The District Health Officer Dr Joseph Ruyonga, on Tuesday said 14 people had died and 44 others were infected. Meningitis affects tissues enclosing the brain and spinal cord, making them swell and causing the victim severe headache, fever and sometimes death. 

Busia hospital understaffed (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/668956 

The Busia district hospital at Masafu is experiencing poor service delivery due to under-staffing, the hospital management committee has said. 

The chairman, Odwori Mboko, on Wednesday led a delegation that met with the Busia district chairperson, Patrick Were Wedakule, to find a solution to the problem at the newly constructed hospital. 

Mboko told the district authorities that the hospital has only 47 out of the required 185 personnel. 

Dr. Chris Oundo, the hospital administrator, said the working hours for the staff had been extended from eight to 12 hours a day owing to the shortage of staff. 

He disclosed that some employees recruited in April and May had not yet been included onto the pay roll.  
Education

Poor PLE results irk Acholi MPs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/668949 

MEMBERS of the Acholi Parliamentary Group have decried the poor performance in the 2008 Primary Leaving Examinations in Amuru district. 

Only one candidate scored Division One. 

“Even during the war, the performance was not that bad. Now that there is peace, we are getting worse results,” Nwoya MP Simon Oyet lamented. 

The legislators were addressing residents of Pabbo in Amuru district on Monday. 

Oyet said the district education officials should establish a commission of inquiry into the matter. 

“We shall sit with the education leaders and identify the problems so that this scenario is not repeated,” he said. 

“We will also demand for the resignation of the district education officer because he has failed.” 

Kitgum Woman MP Beatrice Anywar appealed to the teachers to teach with dedication despite poor pay. 

“Do not work only for a salary. Let us help our children to get good quality education so that their future is taken care of. The parents should ensure that the children attend school,” she said. 

Amuru education officer Ben Okwarmoi said the resettlement programme had disrupted the teaching process. 

“Most schools were relocated to their original sites. The teachers commute to the schools from wherever they live, some cover up to 25km, because they do not have accommodation near the schools,” Okwarmoi explained. “Because of this, the teachers have little time to concentrate on their work.”
Teachers blame poor PLE results on education officials (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Teachers_blame_poor_PLE_results_on_education_officials_78655.shtml 

Masaka’s District’s performance in last year’s PLE declined by 90 per cent due to corruption in the education department, headteachers have said. 
  
Speaking to Daily Monitor on Tuesday, headteachers from 54 UPE schools claimed that officials in the education department have been diverting funds meant for UPE activities. They said the district authorities diverted UPE funds to bail out the district chairperson’s vehicle that was attached by court bailiffs for failure to meet various debts he ‘personally’ accumulated through a loan. 

Masaka District was ranked 40th in PLE performance countrywide as opposed to 5th position in 2007. Eighty-nine per cent of the pupils in UPE schools failed and many of them passed in the third grade. Out of the total number of 15,375 pupils who sat for PLE, only 329 attained first grades, and over 2,400 passed under fourth grade, while 3,107 failed. The school heads blame the poor PLE results on the districts failure to facilitate last year’s mock examination. 
 
The District Education Officer, Mr Xavier Sekaddu, dismissed the teachers statements, saying his office has been facilitating UPE schools. Mr Sekaddu said  the district has had a problem of late release of UPE funds from the central government which hampered school activities.

70 head teachers to be transferred (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/668977 

OVER 370 head teachers and teachers in Government secondary schools have been transferred in a reshuffle yet to be announced by the education ministry. 

The reshuffle which takes immediate effect involves about 70 head teachers and about 300 teachers. 

Marjority of those transferred are within the central region districts including Kampala, Wakiso, Mpigi, Masaka, Mukono and Jinja. 

A ministry official said the teachers have been sent to the rural schools as a way to improve performance in the countryside. 

The commissioner for secondary education, Yusuf Nsubuga, said the ministry had already dispatched transfer letters. 

“We expect those who have been transferred to report to their new stations at the beginning of the first term,” he said. 

The academic year begins on February 2. 

A source said most of the teachers had been stationed at the same schools for a long time. 

But another ministry official said the teachers and head teachers are yet to get their transfer letters. 

“Most of them are expected to get their transfer letters during Senior One students selection to take place on January 29 and 30,” the official said. 

The ministry last made a reshuffle in December 2007 in which about 100 head teachers and 500 teachers were moved. 
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