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Joint Operations against LRA
LRA chiefs negotiate surrender to UPDF (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/LRA_chiefs_negotiate_surrender_to_UPDF_78857.shtml
Some top Lord’s Resistance Army rebels have contacted the UPDF in a bid to negotiate their surrender, the army has reported. Although the army could not name the commanders who are holed up in Garamba, northeastern DR Congo, for fear that they could be killed by their leader, Joseph Kony; it said the rebels were willing to desert their leader.

The reports were confirmed in a progress report sent to the media by Capt. Deo Akiiki, the spokesman for the latest military offensive against the LRA dubbed, “Operation Lightning Thunder”.

“We assure Ugandans that this Kony nuisance will come to the end. We are in touch with some LRA commanders and soon or later they will surrender to us. Those who will persist will either be captured or killed in the jungles,” Capt. Akiiki said.

He said apart from contacting the army with a proposal to surrender; the rebel commanders have also approached some Non-governmental Organisations over the same matter.

Kony has in the past murdered his top commanders after accusing them of insubordination and “working with the enemies”. The most recent was the 2007 murder of his immediate deputy Vincent Otti and the 1999 slaying of Otti Lagony, also a top LRA commander.

UPDF, supported by troops from South Sudan and DRC, on December 14 last year launched air strikes on LRA bases in Garamba, shelling Kony’s headquarters at camp Kiswahili. Other camps that were bombed include Eskimo and Camp Cover.

“The operation has changed course with much done by the ground forces and once in a while supported by aerial bombardments where the rebels are concentrated,” Capt. Akiiki said. “They (forces) have since combed the jungles killing well over 100 LRA fighters, capturing a lot of equipment and other essential war materials, forcing some rebels to surrender plus rescuing a number of abductees.”

He said 45 people had been rescued from the rebels, including 18 Ugandans. The others, mostly Congolese, had returned to their homes, Capt. Akiiki said.

“Since the beginning of this month, a lot has been done to annihilate and thump out LRA terrorists from their hide-outs in the Garamba jungles,” he said.

“Our recent operations have gained momentum so much so that in a single contact with the enemy, 10 or more are killed (and) some captured alive.” 

In one of the recent contacts with the LRA between Duru and Suke towards the Central African Republic, a group under LRA second-in-command, Dominic Ongwen was attacked killing 10 of his fighters, capturing one and rescuing five children. 

The rescued include Ms Jacqueline Apio, 21, her one-year-old daughter Achiro, another one-year-old baby Anek, Acayo, a three-month-old baby, two-year-old Sylinda Makeo and Jennifer Gila, 12. 

In the operation that entered its 44th day today, the UPDF said it has so far lost a jet fighter plane, a pilot Lt Bosco Opio, two soldiers and three others injured. 

‘UPDF kill 22 LRA rebels’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/UPDF_kill_22_LRA_rebels_78798.shtml 

26 January 2009

The LRA’s second and third in command should count themselves lucky but not 22 of their bodyguards, according to the overall commander of the UPDF mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Brig. Patrick Kankiriho yesterday said UPDF troops on Friday engaged rebels under Dominic Ongwen, the third in command in the rebel hierarchy, along the Sudan-DRC border; killing 10 of his fighters and capturing an inflated boat with five life jackets. “We punished Ongwen, 10 rebels were killed, we recovered five sub-machine gun with 120 rounds of ammunition, one inflated boat with life jackets and all his useful luggage was dropped,” Brig. Kankiriho told Daily Monitor from Dungu, which is the UPDF tactical headquarters in DR Congo.
  
He said, four days ago, the troops intercepted an LRA force commanded by Okot Odhiambo, the number two after rebel leader Joseph Kony and killed 12 of his fighters. “We captured eight sub-machine guns from Odhiambo’s group and rescued two abductees,” Brig. Kankiriho added. He said in one of the encounters with the rebels, they rescued five abductees including a two-month-old baby and its mother. 

Odhiambo and Ongwen are the two most senior surviving LRA commanders after Kony. The trio was in 2005 indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague for crimes against humanity. 

They are considered fiercest and too close to Kony, explaining the reason he has eliminated them as he did with their predecessors. “The operation is on the fast pace and it is encouraging. A surprise awaits critics of this operation because we are making successes each day,” Brig. Kankiriho said. He  said, Kony is still in hiding but the troops will get to him.

Earlier, the operation’s spokesman, Capt. Deo Akiiki said Operation Lightning Thunder has reached a phase where the infantry is “doing real work”. “We are expecting more achievements within the coming hours or days,” Capt. Akiiki said.

The UPDF operation backed by troops from DRC and South Sudan was launched against the LRA on December 14, last year.  Critics of the operation have been quick to point at the number of civilians casualties as opposed to its impact on the rebels.

UN and other humanitarian agencies say about 640 civilians have been killed, a big number from the DRC, where the bulk of the rebels are said to have relocated.

Uganda's LRA Rebel Chief Peace Negotiator Denies He's Resigning (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-01-27-voa6.cfm 

With the arrest of renegade Congolese rebel leader Laurent Nkunda by Rwanda and the trial in The Hague of another Congo rebel leader, Thomas Lubanga, some are suggesting Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader Joseph Kony could be next.  

This speculation is supported by recent joint military offensive against the LRA by the armies of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, and Southern Sudan.  The attacks followed the repeated failure of LRA leader Joseph Kony to sign a final peace agreement to end more than 22 years of LRA insurgency in northern Uganda. 

There were other speculations that LRA chief peace negotiator David Matsanga was on the verge of resigning his post. But Matsanga told VOA that he will remain with the LRA until a peaceful solution is found to the northern Uganda conflict.

"I just want to say that one, when I left Rikwamba in 2008 on 29th of November I talked to General Joseph Kony. I reassured General Joseph Kony I will be with him up to the end, and I am still with him up to the end until we find a peaceful solution to this conflict. I have defended LRA since the 1990s, and I know that the Ugandan government was wrong. It should have given us ample time to go back to Kony after being in Kampala to tell him exactly what happened," he said.

Matsanga rejected any notion that Africa, particularly the Great Lakes sub-region may be running out of patience with LRA leader Kony for his repeated refusal to sign a final peace deal and could be moving toward arresting Kony like Congo rebel leader Laurent Nkunda.

"The mood is being done by the same people who have done it before. Rwanda, Uganda they went into Congo, invaded Congo, created war in Congo. They are the same people turning around after killing a country to say they have arrested Nkunda. But let me come back to Uganda. Uganda's attack on the LRA was not called for. Look at the number of civilians who have died, over 700 of them being killed jet fighters from the top, helicopters combing the whole forest killing many people," Matsanga said.

He said the LRA was still committed to peace but was calling for the creation of an international force to safeguard the assembling of LRA fighters at Rikwamba.

"The LRA are committed to peace. General Kony a week ago instructed me to initiate a peace condition, and I put the conditions to the government of Uganda: One, ceasefire, two create a neutral international force which will safeguard Rikwamba or the areas where we shall agree. So until that neutral international force from South Africa, Mozambique, Kenya and Tanzania are put in force to safeguard the LRA combatants, nothing can move," Matsanga said.

Matsanga said the LRA has been around for more than 22 years, and he didn't think the Ugandan army would be able to destroy the LRA.

Kony has not been heard from since the beginning of the joint military offensive by the armies of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, and Southern Sudan. 

Still Matsanga said he has been in touch with the reclusive LRA leader.

"I have told frankly that I have had communication, and I have repeatedly said on this radio we still have communication with General Joseph Kony. He has expressed his desire for peace. So let's advocate for dialogue; let's have a ceasefire, let's a neutral of Tanzania, South Africa, Mozambique and Kenya," Matsanga said.

Matsanga said the agreement which he has been negotiating on behalf of the LRA with the Ugandan government for the last two years is the best way forward to resolving the conflict. But he said the issue of the International Criminal Court (ICC) which has indicted Kony and some of his top lieutenants remains a sticking point. 

"This agreement is a good agreement except it has one bad thing, that thing is the ICC. Let's look at the ICC. How do we solve the ICC? This agreement cannot be signed when one you have investigated one side, you have put them on trial one side, you want to persecute them one side, you want to prosecute them one side. That is what the prosecutor in The Hague has done just like Thomas Lubanga today. It is Thomas Lubanga standing trial today in The Hague, but who gave Thomas Lubanga guns? Who funded Thomas Lubanga with arms?" Matsanga said.
UPDF appeals to MONUC help in DR Congo (Ultimate Media)

http://www.ugpulse.com/articles/daily/news.asp?about=UPDF%20appeals%20to%20MONUC%20help%20in%20DR%20Congo&ID=7726 

25 January 2009

The Uganda army has appealed to MONUC, the UN peace keeping force in the Democratic Republic of Congo to the aid the joint military offensive against Lords Resistance Army rebels in Garamba forest, located in eastern DRC.

Uganda's Chief of Defense Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima says the allied forces of Uganda, DRC and Southern Sudan would benefit greatly from the continuous help of the better facilitated MONUC soldiers by especially offering quicker means of transport to respond to tips on the presence of rebel forces.

Aronda said this while addressing updating members of the diplomatic community in Uganda about Operation Lightning that Uganda, DRC and Southern Sudan launched on December 14th 2008.

He says most of Garamba forest and neighboring areas where the LRA are believed to be operating lack roads, which has made the joint forces to fail to respond to some reports of rebels' attacks in some Garamaba areas in time.

Aronda says troops can only be moved by helicopter, yet the allied forces do not have the required helicopters. He appealed to MONUC to provide the necessary transport in order to help the allied forces to defeat the LRA rebels.

The Ugandan army is also appealing to the MONUC forces to devote more time, including weekends, on fighting the Kony rebels. It is said MONUC soldiers, the bulk of who are from Asia, do not work on Sunday.

Aronda says military oiperations do not respect Sunday's or other prayer days, as the rebels can attack any day, any time.

The Congolese government has allowed Ugandan troops to stay on its soil for another 21 days to hunt for the LRA led by Joseph Kony. The allied forces attacked the rebels after Kony on several occasions failed to sign the comprehensive peace agreement that had been agreed on by LRA and government peace negotiators during that over 18months peace talks.

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda

Karamoja in food crisis fear (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Karamoja_in_food_crisis_fear_78876.shtml 

Leaders in Karamoja have started crisis meetings to avert what they describe as the worst food insecurity expected to hit the region. Karamoja experienced prolonged droughts late last year with most of the families unable to harvest any food. 

“This region cannot survive through the next season without food distribution,” Kaabong District disaster committee chairman, Mr Benjamin Ateu, warned on Wednesday during an emergency meeting to review disaster conditions in the region in Kaabong town council. 
Karimojong women accuse Soroti men of harassment (Sunday Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/669236 

KARIMOJONG girls, who settled in Soroti district because of famine in Karamoja, have complained of sexual harassment. They said some men use crude weapons like knives to intimidate them into sex. 

Jesca Lokiru, one of the affected girls, said they were forced to cut short their stay in Agwara village, Dokolo parish in Gweri sub-county, because boys were waylaying them as they returned from the gardens. 
She said the boys forcefully touch their breasts and buttocks. 

The assistant community development officer in charge of probation and social welfare, Amos Adotu Oluka, said cases of sexual harassment had been reported in Kagwara in Bugondo. 

Oluka said 1,500 Karimojong living in various parts of the district had earlier on been registered. 
He said the Karimojong come to Teso to look after cattle, baby-sit and work in the gardens. They are paid in monetary terms or given food. 

“There is need to sensitise the communities to accept them. It is hunger which has driven them here, so they should not be subjected to psychological torture,” said Adotu. 
The district disaster coordinator, Sam Oinya, said: “I don’t see the problem with the Karimojong. They are offering labour in exchange for food.” 

“Their living conditions are pathetic,” said Oinya. He said they had donated jerrycans, mosquito nets and second-hand clothes to the Karimojong families. 

The district deputy criminal investigations chief, Girigori Okwi, said they had not received any complains.

Health 
Meningitis cases rise to 187 in Arua (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Meningitis_cases_rise_to_187_in_Arua_78875.shtml 

The meningitis infection cases in Arua District have risen to 187 in a period of one week, forcing the Ministry of Health officials to vaccinate all the residents in the most affected sub-counties.

Daily Monitor reported last week that 22 people had succumbed to the illness while 155 were still admitted in various health centres in the district.

Health officials are already training the vaccinators and supervisors before the vaccination exercise starts today.

The District Health Officer, Dr Patrick Anguzu, told Daily Monitor yesterday that the district had received a consignment of 55,200 dozes of vaccines for the exercise.

“We are going to start massive vaccination in the affected sub-counties to reverse the trend of meningitis. People in the affected sub-counties of Dadamu and Oluko should turn up in large numbers,” Dr Anguzu said.

Bacterial meningitis, an infection of the fluid in the spinal cord or the tissues that surround the brain, can kill within hours. One in 10 victims die and those who survive might suffer deafness, brain damage, amputations or other serious complications. But with vaccination, the risks can be avoided.

Dr Anguzu said no new deaths had been reported.
Meningitis kills one in Yumbe (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Meningitis_kills_one_in_Yumbe_78797.shtml 

26 January 2009

Meningitis has killed a 13-year-old girl in Yumbe District, a health official has said. The District Health Officer, Dr Alfred Yayi, told Daily Monitor on Saturday that four meningitis cases have been reported in Yumbe District, making it one of the districts to report the deadly outbreak after Arua and Hoima districts. 

Dr Yayi said the cases are reported in Drajini Sub-county. He said the deceased, whose name was not identified by press time, had been admitted at Lodonga Health Centre III. 

He said the poor referral system remains a big challenge as the district now depends on one ambulance to transport patients from the rural health centres to the general hospital. “Our people have a tendency of delaying with patients not knowing that it (meningitis) kills fast,” Dr Yayi said. He advised the community to report cases of meningitis early for proper treatment.

15,000 immunised against meningitis (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/15_000_immunised_against_meningitis_78874.shtml 

At least 15,000 residents of Hoima District aged between two and 30 have been immunised against Meningitis in an exercise that kicked off in Kigorobya Sub-county, on Sunday.

The District Health Officer, Dr Joseph Ruyonga, who is heading the immunisation team, described the exercise as successful due to the high turn out.

The immunisation team, which was formed last December, comprises Hoima Regional Referral Hospital workers, experts from the Ministry of Health, and the World Health Organisation.

Dr Ruyonga said after two days of immunisation, the team will review the exercise and ensure that everybody is immunised. “The targeted group are the school going children as schools prepare to open for the first term next week,” Dr Ruyonga said.

The District Chairman, Mr George Tinkamanyire Bagonza, while flagging off the immunisation exercise, commended the government and other health partners for their quick response to the district’s call to send medical supplies and health expertise following the meningitis outbreak. 

“The challenge for health workers is to educate the public of the importance of having a well ventilated house, a clean environment, rushing patients to the health units other than associating medical related diseases to witch craft,” Mr Bagonza said.

Meningitis, which broke out in mid-December 2008 in Hoima has spread to the districts of Masindi, Arua, Nebbi, Yumbe, Kibaale and Buliisa.
Meningitis deaths due to laxity – Minister (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/669370 

THE deaths from meningitis in Masindi district have been attributed to negligence of the district health team. 

The health minister, Stephen Mallinga, criticised the district health officer, John Turyagaruka and his team for breaking off for Christmas when people were dying of the disease. 

“If you were serving in the army, you would be court-marshalled,” he said. 
Mallinga was addressing the district health team and other district leaders at the office of the resident district commissioner (RDC) on Friday. 

Turyagaruka had earlier reported that since the outbreak of the disease in November, about six people had died. He said three people died when medical doctors had broken off for Christmas. 
Mallinga said five proven cases of the disease per 30,000 people called for immunisation. 

Turyagaruka, however, said samples taken from people suspected to have contracted the disease in December were negative. 

He said following a fresh outbreak at Kitumo in Pakanyi sub-county in January, 19 cases were recorded, of which five people died, 13 were discharged and one was still admitted at Pakanyi Health Centre. 

He said six samples were recently taken and four returned positive. 
The deputy RDC, Jack Odur Lutanywa, said meningitis spread quickly in the community because people were attributing it to witchcraft. 

“We have sensitised the community and the disease has been contained,” Odur said. 

Mallinga banned night clubs and gathering in the district to control the spread of the disease. 

He said the Government would increase medical workers’ incentives to motivate them. 

“Doctors and nurses working in Government hospitals are not allowed to own clinics,” he said.

Shortage of doctors to slow down development — health minister (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/669392 

UGANDA should address the shortage of health workers if it is to attain the Millennium Development Goals, the health minister, Dr. Stephen Mallinga, has said. 

Mallinga said the health sector’s human resource, is crucial in improving health services. 

“Diseases like meningitis and ebola present serious health demands. There is need to train more health workers,” he said. 

In a speech read by the director for clinical services in the health ministry, Dr. Nathan Kenya-Mugisha, Mallinga said: “It is disturbing to note that Africa has 24% of the global disease burden, but has only 3% of the world’s health workers.” 

This was during the sixth graduation ceremony for the Aga Khan University at Kampala Serena Hotel on Saturday. 

The High Level Forum 2004 for MDGs estimates that 2.5 health staff are needed per 1,000 population. In Uganda, this ratio is 1.5 staff per 1,000 people. 

This means the country has a deficit of one staff per 1,000 people. 

According to the health ministry, Uganda will require more than 26,700 additional health workers for its current population. 

Apart from staff shortage, Uganda faces severe mal distribution of staff. 

The European Union Human Resource for Health Project analysed the 2002 housing and population census and found that 73% of doctors are in the central region alone. Of these, 64% are in Kampala city, which means that Kampala takes 46% of the country’s doctors. 

The study shows that there are 59.3% doctors per 100,000 urban people, compared to 3.3 doctors per 100,000 rural people. The situation for nurses and midwives is similar but not as drastic. 

During the graduation, 113 enrolled and registered nurses from public, private and faith-based health institutions across the country received diplomas and degrees in nursing. 

The minister said there was need to strengthen health systems through the development of competent nurses and midwives. 

“We need to train more than one million health professionals in Sub-Saharan Africa in the next 10 years in order to strengthen our health systems and to meet the health related MDGs.” 

Firoz Rasul, the head of the 25-year-old university, said the institution would over the next ten years, devote more funds to improve tertiary education in East Africa. 

The university is in the process of establishing a faculty of health sciences in Nairobi, Kenya and of arts and sciences in Arusha, Tanzania. 

Rasul said, the university would introduce a diploma in accident, emergency and disaster management. 

‘NMS failing health service delivery’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/NMS_failing_health_service_delivery_78802.shtml 

26 January 2009

Failure by the National Medical Stores to deliver medicines on time to hospitals is failing delivery of health services, several medical officials in eastern Uganda have said.

Addressing the parliamentary committee on social services last week, the Manafwa District Health Officer, Dr Gideon Wamasebu, said research had shown that NMS inefficiency has created a high disease burden and contributed to high maternal and infant mortality rates.

Dr Wamasebu told the committee led by Wakiso Woman MP  Rosemary Seninde that whereas the district had three months ago made orders for malarial drugs worth Shs73 million and  reproductive health supplies worth Shs92 million, NMS had only this month delivered drugs worth Shs40 million. He urged the MPs to scrutinise the performance of NMS, noting that unless the drugs dispensing agency was brought to order, health service delivery in rural areas would remain problematic.

The Mbale District Health Officer, Dr Francis Obwaimo, also told the MPs, who were on a fact-finding mission in the region, that irregular deliveries, under-funding and inadequate essential medicines were the major setbacks to provision of health services in the district. 

The Mbale Hospital Superintendent, Dr Vincent Ojoome, said NMS only supplies between 24 per cent and 30 per cent of  medicines required by the regional referral hospital. No comment was got from National Medical Stores by press time. Ms Seninde promised to make a report of the findings and hand it over to Parliament for discussion in mid March.
Manafwa hospital wards turned into stores (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Manafwa_hospital_wards_turned_into_stores_78871.shtml 

Wards meant for admission of patients at Bubulo Health Centre IV have been turned into stores for drugs and medical equipment, Members of the Parliamentary Committee on Social Services touring government health facilities in Manafwa District learnt last week.

The committee members are touring the facilities to ascertain the planning and financial management, management of personnel, drugs, supplies and medical treatment. 

They also discovered that many of the acute cases meant for admission at the facility are referred to Mbale Regional Hospital and Bududa Hospital due to lack of beds, mattresses and medical equipment.

Speaking to the visiting team, the District Health Officer, Dr Gideon Wamasebu said, “Lack of equipment, medical personnel and medicines to operationalise the health centre IIs has forced sub-county leaders to rent them out as residences to generate income.

And because the district has no medical store we have had to turn some of the wards here into stores for medicines and medical equipment for safety.” The chairperson of the Committee, Ms Rosemary Sseninde, promised to table the problems before Parliament in March to enable the government respond.
Education

Revise free education – Pader MPs (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/669367 

MPS from Pader district have urged the education ministry to revise the automatic promotion policy under the free education programme to improve performance in the PLE. 

“ This is promoting pupils who may not be capable of sitting PLE and leading to poor academic performances,” the LC5 vice-chairman, Alfred Owor, said. 

He was addressing MPs under the gender, children and social development committee at the Town Council hall on Thursday. 

The six MPs, led by Beatrice Lagada, the Oyam Woman MP, were on a four-day tour of the war-affected north to find out the plight of the children. 

David Komakech Datete, an LC5 councillor, said districts from central Uganda were performing better than up-country schools, which he attributed to examination malpractice. 

Datete’s temper flared when Lagada criticised his argument. 

Lagada said: “Do not mislead the district and the nation by making such allegations that there are examination malpractices in other parts of the country where pupils pass highly. 

“There has been general poor performance in the PLE country-wide last year not only in Pader or in the north.” 

Lagada said some of the problems affecting children, women and social development in the north were lack of water sources and defilement, which has led to increased number of child mothers and school dropouts due to early and unwanted pregnancies. 

Others were the low return process to the villages especially in Amuru and Kitgum districts, poor and inadequate classrooms as well as teachers’ houses and poverty. 

Schools without pit latrines will not open for first term (Sunday Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/669245 

EDUCATION officials in Nyadri district have said schools with dilapidated pit-latrines will not open for the first term. 

The district inspector of schools, Flavia Droti, said six schools had so far been identified and they would only open after new latrines had been constructed. 

The first term starts on February 2. 
Droti was speaking during the district council meeting at Hotel Afro Triangle on Thursday. 

She said: “A report by inspectors of schools suggested that the state of pit latrines in most primary schools was wanting. Most of the latrines were in a dangerous condition and need to either be replaced or repaired.” 

Droti was responding to a statement by the district council chairman, Viga Kanon, calling for the situation to be rectified so that pupils report for next term on time. 
The affected schools include Lamila Ciru, Liria, Galia, Azipi and Odupi primary schools. 

Kanon noted that Epa Primary School which has the highest enrolment, needs at least two new five-stance VIP latrines for both the pupils and teachers. 

He said the old pit-latrines would either collapse or sink because of the torrential rains that began in August.

Uganda at the Security Council 

Rugunda leaves for New York (Sunday Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/669283 

FORMER internal affairs minister Dr Ruhakana Rugunda on Friday left the country to take up his new posting as Uganda’s permanent representative to the UN in New York. 

International relations minister Henry Okello Oryem said Rugunda starts work tomorrow. He listed some priority areas of the post as peace and security in the hotspots of the continent, stability in the Great Lakes region, deployment in Somalia, the crisis in Darfur viz-a-vis indictment of Sudan’s President Omar Bashir by the International Criminal Court, the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels, the Laurent Nkunda rebellion and negatives forces in the DR Congo. 

Rugunda, 61, replaces 66-year-old Francis Butagira, who was posted to the UN in July 2003. Rugunda’s posting was prompted by the election of Uganda as a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council on October 17, 2008. 

During a farewell cocktail at Speke Resort Munyonyo recently, Rugunda said his deployment to the UN was a great challenge but he was ready for the task. 

He said Uganda’s election to the UN Security Council and his subsequent appointment was in recognition of the development Uganda had achieved under the NRM Government. 

While such a post is held by an ambassador, Rugunda assumes it at ministerial level and will report directly to the President. 

Foreign affairs minister Sam Kutesa said following the election of the country to the Security Council, its UN mission would be beefed up with more personnel. 

He added that a special unit would be set up in his ministry to quickly respond to situations and crises across the world. 
Uganda has served at the Security Council twice, in 1966 and in 1981/82.
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