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LRA Activity in DR Congo / Sudan
Civilians flee LRA "revenge" attacks (IRIN)
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=82588 
Every person seeking assistance at the government offices in Mundiri, Western Equatoria State, has a story to tell after fleeing rebel attacks on their homes. 

"The LRA [Lord’s Resistance Army] attacked our village of Diko [on 4 January], taking 10 people with them," said Saleh Sebit, a village elder. "We do not know where they are, and we fear they are now dead." 

One eight-year-old boy said he was forced to watch rebel fighters chop the legs and arms off his father and a companion, before they beat the men to death with a wooden club. 

"The LRA attacked two tractors as [they were] coming with people to Mundiri," added Sebit. "They fired, killing one, and set fire to the vehicles." 

Sebit and the boy are just two of an estimated 8,000 people displaced in a recent upsurge of attacks on farming villages in Western Equatoria state. Many of the displaced, according to state officials, are now staying with relatives. 

The upsurge followed a mid-December, Ugandan-led assault on rebel positions, with support from Southern Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

Analysts, however, say that despite hopes that "Operation Lightning Thunder" would crush the rebels, they are far from a spent force. Others claim the LRA was tipped off and the jungle hideouts in north-east DRC were largely empty when the Ugandan gun-ships arrived. 

According to UN figures, some 130,000 in both DRC and South Sudan have been forced to flee their homes. Hundreds more have been killed, while others have been abducted as the rebels fan out across the region. 

"The LRA seem to want to take revenge," said Bullen Abiatara Ariwari, commissioner of Mundiri West country, where several attacks have occurred. "We are supporting those [displaced civilians] who have come here, and have increased security." 

In Western Equatoria, there is growing pressure for those who have fled to return home since key sorghum crops must be harvested soon, or they will risk losing their grain supply for the year. But most are too scared to do so. 

Escalating needs 

Officials said troop numbers had been beefed up, but outside Mundiri there were only young men patrolling villages with bows and arrows, and a few with AK-47 assault rifles. 

The growing humanitarian needs are worrying many, with critics arguing that poorly planned military action against the rebels only served to exacerbate civilian hardships. 


"Protection of vulnerable civilians must become a priority for this operation so that one of the greatest costs of this offensive - those lives lost and communities destroyed by LRA attacks - do not outweigh the benefits," said Julia Spiegel, analyst for the Washington-based Enough Project. 

"Simply put, protection of those at risk must be paramount in any military effort [in future]." 

Concern is also growing over the possible impact on the wider region. 

"The military operation will certainly raise humanitarian, political and economic problems, which will invariably complicate the potential security in the region," said Louise Khabure of the International Crisis Group. 

"The gains made in the peace process have been lost … It would be difficult to resurrect any talks as trust has been broken." 

However, LRA representatives deny their fighters are involved. "These reports are not true, this is not the LRA doing this," said Justin Labeja, a delegate to the failed two-year-long peace talks between the LRA and the Ugandan government. "This is another group responsible." 

The claims are dismissed by many in South Sudan. "The LRA are targeting women and children, not soldiers," said Eluzai Munda, retired bishop of Mundiri. "What they are doing is not human." 

International plea 

International agencies have called for an end to abductions, forced recruitment and extreme violence against women and children affected by the conflict. 

"More people have been killed over the past few weeks in Haut-Uele than over the last six months in North Kivu," Pierrette Vu Thi, representative of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the DRC, said. "The number of children abducted has reached horrible proportions." 

The official had just returned from a mission to Dungu in the Haut-Uele District of DRC. "We urge all armed groups to immediately end deliberate attacks against civilians, the recruitment and use of children, and to release all children in their ranks," she added in a 27 January statement. 

Living in fear after LRA atrocities (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7852086.stm 

It was just after dawn when the rebels seized Josephine Munda, grabbing the schoolgirl and her two sisters from their sleepy farming village in South Sudan.

All night they had lain hidden in the thick surrounding forest, after Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) guerrillas shot a policeman in her village of Bangolo. 

The girls had been laughing as they made their way home. 

Then the rebels struck. 

"We thought it was safe, that they had gone," the 11-year old says softly, looking to the ground. 

She puts her arm around her eight-year old brother protectively. 

He escaped in the long grass when the rebels came. 

"They tied us tightly, around the waist," Josephine adds. 

"There were eight of us children - both boys and girls. I was very scared - they made us march for hours and hours." 

But Josephine, the smallest of the group, was lucky. 

Exhausted at the long trek and unable to keep up, the rebels abandoned her a day later. 

Grim reputation 

The LRA began fighting in northern Uganda two decades ago, but later spread to surrounding countries.

Its ranks now include fighters from across the region. 

The leadership - men wanted by the International Criminal Court on war-crimes charges - enjoy a grim reputation for abducting children. 

Many are taken to be porters to carry what the rebels loot. 

Boys are then forced to become fighters. The girls become sex slaves for the commanders. 

Josephine is now safe and staying with relatives in the town of Mundri, where some 8,000 others fleeing the attacks have gathered. 

But there is still no news of her sisters - one aged 12, the other 14. 

Her uncle shakes his head. 

"We have heard nothing," he says grimly. "We just have to hope." 

Cost of military action 

Rebel fighters have scattered across the region following a joint offensive that began in mid-December, by troops from Uganda, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

But they are far from beaten.

Some 130,000 people have since fled their homes in fear and 900 people have been killed across the region since the operation, according to United Nations' estimates. 

Many have also been abducted. 

Roaming in small units far through the bush, the LRA's speciality is gruesome attacks that deliberately target civilians. 

It is a brutal warning of the cost of military action against them. 

"They are burning down homes, they are killing people, hacking down people with machetes or other heavy tools, throwing people into the fire," said Jemma Nunu Kumba, governor of Sudan's Western Equatoria state. 

Those fleeing to Mundri bring with them horrific reports. 

Two young boys speak of how who were forced to watch as rebels hacked the legs and arms off their father and a companion who had come to rescue them. 

The LRA then beat the men to death with a stick. 

Only then did they release the boys. 

"People are terrified, women and children running in chaos," said Bismark Monday Avokaya, the Bishop of Mundri. 

"Some of those fleeing the attacks were helped by two tractors coming here. But the LRA were waiting in an ambush, and they set fire to them, killing a baby on her mother's back. Why? What do they want?" 

Analysts claim most rebels escaped after a tip-off before last month's assault on their jungle hideouts in north-eastern DR Congo. 

They estimate that the LRA has around 1,000 fighters, with some 100 to 300 in south Sudan. 

Most fighters are thought to be shifting to remote forests in the Central African Republic (CAR), establishing secure bases from where they can raid the region. 

But few know what the secretive and shadowy force really plans. 

Community militias 

Many fear those keen to destabilise oil-rich South Sudan ahead of an independence referendum in 2011 could use the group as a proxy force.

In Mundri, people are terrified, and community militias with bows and arrows patrol the villages. 

But it's harvest time now, and people need to gather in their crops or face hunger in the year ahead. 

"Many are at places even without water," said Bullen Abiatara Ariwari, the commissioner of Mundri West county, where several villages were attacked. 

"They are very afraid to go far to fetch water, because they think that LRA are there." 

Local officials are doing what they can with limited means, while the United Nations have conducted assessments ahead of the expected provision of emergency supplies. 

Louise Khabure, of the International Crisis Group (ICG) think-tank, warned of a looming "humanitarian crisis in an area inaccessible to aid and assistance". 

"The security situation is bound to worsen," she said. 

For those who have fled the attacks, the questions are what the rebels want - and if they can be stopped. 

Some of the names in this article have been changed to protect the identities of those quoted.

UN rights chief decries ‘grotesque’ abuses by Ugandan rebels in DR Congo (UN News Centre)
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/UNHCR/618e9f611c8cd4739508d9e0c95001ba.htm 
The top United Nations human rights official today spoke out against abuses committed by Ugandan rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and voiced alarm about the impact on civilians of a joint military operation being conducted by DRC and its neighbour Rwanda. 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay described the violations committed in eastern DRC by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) as “grotesque.” The rebels have attacked civilians in Orientale province in retaliation for a joint military operation launched last month by the Governments of DRC, Uganda and Southern Sudan targeting LRA bases in north-east DRC. 

The military action followed the failure of LRA leader Joseph Kony to sign an agreement to end his rebellion against the Ugandan Government.

Initial UN investigations suggest that the LRA retaliated by killing hundreds of civilians, whom they believed were aiding government forces. The LRA is also accused of conducting large-scale kidnappings and rapes, as well as forced recruitment of minors, all of which has led to a major humanitarian crisis in the region. 

According to the most credible estimates from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the LRA violence has left 900 people dead and uprooted 130,000 others, with more than 8,000 Congolese taking refuge in Southern Sudan. 

Teams from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recently visited several towns in Southern Sudan where Congolese have taken refuge. The agency noted that humanitarian aid remains hampered by the volatile security situation and limited accessibility. 

“I’m also concerned that the joint military counter-operations, unless properly planned and executed, could lead to further human rights abuses being perpetrated against the civilian population who are, in effect, caught between the conflicting parties,” stated Ms. Pillay. 

The High Commissioner called on all actors in the various conflicts in the troubled eastern part of the DRC to respect human rights and international humanitarian law and called for accountability measures to be included in international efforts to bring about a peaceful solution. 

Ms. Pillay also voiced concern over the situation in North Kivu province where thousands of Rwandan troops have deployed in recent days, in preparation for joint action with the Congolese army to disarm the Rwandan Hutu rebels of the Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du Rwanda (FDLR), who have been responsible for committing massive human rights abuses against civilians over the past 14 years. 

She stressed that the protection of civilians should be the top priority as this operation is planned and carried out, recalling how similar actions in the past have resulted in widespread harm for civilians. 

“I am particularly concerned by reports that the Congolese-Rwandan operation to flush out FDLR-rebels has already impacted negatively on the ability of MONUC [UN mission in DRC] peacekeepers, as well as various UN agencies and humanitarian organizations, to protect and assist the civilian population in some areas,” she said. 

Echoing her concern, Walter Kälin, the Secretary-General’s Representative on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons, called today on all actors involved in the present military operations in eastern DRC to respect international humanitarian and human rights law. 

“I fear that unless a clear distinction is made between fighters and the civilian population, and precautionary measures to protect civilians are taken, these operations will trigger further massive displacement of civilians and deepen the humanitarian crisis in the Kivu region,” Mr. Kälin said. 

The independent human rights expert recently visited Kinshasa and Goma, the provincial capital of North Kivu, at the invitation of the Congolese Government. 

Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and head of MONUC, and the Mission’s Force Commander, Babacar Gaye, are meeting with Congolese authorities in Goma to discuss the possible impact of the operation on civilians and on the Mission’s work in general. 

Regarding another conflict in the DRC, Ms. Pillay welcomed recent calls by MONUC and others for the reintegration of members of the mainly Tutsi rebel militia known as the National Congress in Defense of the People (CNDP) into the Congolese national armed forces (FARDC), as an important step towards securing peace in North and South Kivu. 

The conflict between the CNDP and FARDC has uprooted an estimated 250,000 people since late August, on top of the 800,000 already displaced in the region, mainly in North Kivu province, which borders Rwanda and Uganda. 

However, she added that this process must include accountability for massacres and other horrific abuses committed by the CNDP under the leadership of Laurent Nkunda and Bosco Ntaganda, pointing out that the former is suspected of crimes against humanity, and the latter has already been indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC). Mr. Nkunda was taken into custody by the Rwandan authorities last week. 

“Members of the CNDP are accused of authorizing or committing war crimes and crimes against humanity, along with the leaders of a number of other groups in eastern DRC,” said Ms. Pillay. “There should never be impunity for crimes of this gravity.” 

Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has called for an immediate end to abductions, forced recruitment and extreme violence against children and women in north-eastern DRC, noting that the number of children abducted has reached “horrible” proportions. 

“We urge all armed groups to immediately end deliberate attacks against civilians, the recruitment and use of children, and to release all children in their ranks,” said Pierrette Vu Thi, UNICEF Representative in the DRC.
Kony intensifies killings - United Nations (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/669459
GENEVA - The UN human rights chief yesterday said she was alarmed at “grotesque” abuses by Ugandan rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Navi Pillay’s office said in a statement that initial UN investigations suggested that the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels had killed hundreds in the northern Orientale province “in retaliation” for a joint cross-border operation launched by government troops from Uganda and Sudan last month. 

“The Lord’s Resistance Army is also accused of conducting large-scale kidnappings and rape, as well as forced recruitment of minors,” it added. 

Her office said in a statement that Pillay expressed “deep consternation” at “a continuous stream of gross human rights abuses committed by the LRA” as well as the danger to civilians from the offensive. 

“I’m also concerned that the joint military counter-operations, unless properly planned and executed, could lead to further human rights abuses being perpetrated against the civilian population who are, in effect, caught between the conflicting parties,” Pillay added. 

Pillay also voiced concern about the two other conflicts ravaging the eastern DRC. 

In North Kivu province, the UN rights chief underlined that Congolese and Rwandan government forces must make protection of civilians the top priority of their operation against Hutu rebels. 

“I am particularly concerned by reports that the Congolese-Rwandan operation to flush out FDLR-rebels has already impacted negatively on the ability of (United Nations) peacekeepers, as well as humanitarian organisations, to protect and assist the civilian population in some areas,” Pillay said. 

She accused the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) of being responsible for “massive human rights abuses against civilians over the past 14 years.” 

But at the same time, Pillay welcomed calls for reconciliation with Tutsi rebels of the National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP). 

But there must be accountability for alleged massacres, she added. 

“Members of the CNDP are accused of authorising or committing war crimes and crimes against humanity, along with the leaders of a number of other groups in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo,” said Pillay. 

“There should never be impunity for crimes of this gravity.” 

CNDP leader Laurent Nkunda was arrested by Rwandan forces on Thursday.
UNICEF calls for end to LRA abductions in DR Congo (Xinhua)
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/27/content_10727166.htm 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) on Tuesday called for an immediate end to abductions, forced recruitment and extreme violence against children and women in the north-eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo).

UNICEF's representative in DR Congo Pierrette Vu Thi who just returned from a mission to Dungu in the Haut-Uele District called on actors to do everything possible to prevent harm to children and women.

"More people have been killed over the past few weeks in Haut-Uele than over the last six months in North Kivu. The number of children abducted has reached horrible proportions" she said in a statement issued in Nairobi.

"We urge all armed groups to immediately end deliberate attacks against civilians, the recruitment and use of children, and to release all children in their ranks."

Vu Thi said UNICEF and partners are extending emergency interventions in the wake of a series of attacks over the last month by Ugandan rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA).

Around 9,000 people, mostly internally displaced persons have received essential survival items such as cooking sets, soap, blankets, jerry cans, and plastic sheeting for emergency shelter in the last few days.

Free health care is being provided to up to 10,000 people in areas of displacement and the vast majority of 114 children who have escaped the LRA have been reunified with their families and are receiving reintegration assistance.

Keith McKenzie, UNICEF Representative in Uganda, said such returning children need community understanding, acceptance and social support.

"The protection of children is a universal imperative, and families, extended families and communities of origin have a pivotal role to play in the reintegration of all separated children."

UPDF has 9 days to rout out Kony - Kabila (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_has_9_days_to_rout_out_Kony_Kabila_78912.shtml 

President Joseph Kabila and other DR Congo top leaders have said UPDF troops deployed to hunt the LRA rebels in Garamba forests have up to February 6 to windup the operation.

Mr Kabila, Prime Minister Adolphe Muzito and parliament leaders made the decision on UPDF during a meeting on the situation in the east of the vast central African country on Friday, according to an official communiqué.

The initial agreement expired on January 14, 30 days after DRC, Uganda and southern Sudan launched a joint military operation against LRA but the 21-day extension of the protocol ends on February 6. But the defence and army spokesman, Maj. Felix Kulayigye said, as far as Uganda is concerned there will be a review after the expiration of 21-days. “We (DRC and UPDF) agreed that there will be a review which will determine the way forward,” the defence spokesman said. “It would be premature to say we will be leaving or we will stay,” he added. 

The overall commander of the joint operation, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho announced yesterday, the UPDF rescued 19 Congolese civilians from rebel captivity on Monday. This is the biggest number the army is rescuing in a day since the operation begun on December 14. 

Meanwhile, the people of Acholi sub-region have unanimously voted against President Yoweri Museveni’s military option against Joseph Kony and demanded that the government goes back to the negotiating table. “We have consulted the people and they have demanded that President Museveni halts his Operation Lightning Thunder,” the Acholi Parliamentary Group chairperson, Mr Livingstone Okello-Okello, said during a press conference at Parliament yesterday.

President Museveni had earlier warned the Acholi MPs not to make malicious statements about the operation. But according to Mr Okello-Okello; “Our people in Acholi believe that any time Kony can escape back and revenge on them as he is doing in Congo. The government says Kony is surrounded but how is he killing Congolese?” 

Northern Uganda

Organisations want north plan implemented (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/669442 

CIVIL society organisations in the north have expressed disappointment over the postponement of the implementation of the Peace Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP). 

“Is the Government saying the PRDP is not a priority? This is a wrong signal. People are returning to their homes. 

Why is the Government postponing the delivery of basic social services? They need the help now not next year,” said James Otto, the executive director of the Human Rights Focus. 

While holding a press briefing at Hotel Africana in Kampala yesterday, the organisations said they were doubtful of the Government’s commitment to the development of the region. 

“As the Government delays implementation, the data on which planning was based is becoming stale and people are languishing in poverty,” said Geoffrey Okello, the executive director of the Gulu Non Governmental Organisation Forum. 

The Government suspended the implementation of the programme, saying the Office of the Prime Minister needed to draw a work plan to sort out budgets and mechanisms to ensure that the project was properly monitored. 
It will be implemented in the next financial year, starting July 1, 2009. 

The over sh1 trillion project was meant to facilitate the development of the conflict-affected districts of the north and north eastern Uganda in a period of three years starting July 1, 2008.
Teachers blamed for poor Lira PLE results (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/669443 

POOR teacher attendance contributed to the poor Primary Leaving Examination results in Lira district, the district education officer, Quinto Okello, said on Thursday. 

Okello said about 85% of primary school teachers in the district were not accommodated in schools, which made it difficult for them to monitor the progress of the pupils. 

He said 18 candidates passed in division one, 1,384 in division two and 2,319 in division three. 

About 1,475 fell in division four, 2,720 failed, while 270 did not sit the examinations. 

Okello added that Agali Primary School had no pupil in division one, two or three. He said four were in division four, 16 failed while three did not sit the examinations.
Eight children go missing in Pader (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Eight_children_go_missing_in_Pader_78897.shtml 

Eight children have gone missing in Pader District since December last year, the LC5 vice chairman, Mr Alfred Akena, has said. “So far, eight children have gone missing in Puranga, Rachokoko, Adilanga and Patongo sub-counties,” Mr Akena told Daily Monitor in an interview during the weekend.

Mr Akena said the disappearances had raised fear among residents who link them to ritual killings. Since the second quarter of last year, reports of child sacrifice in different parts of the country, especially central Uganda, have been on the increase. 

Mr Akena appealed to the residents to be vigilant and report any strangers to the Police and local leaders. “We are alerting the parents and guardians that child sacrifice is a very serious issue. We don’t want to lose more children to kidnappers,” he added.

He said they did not get the details of the lost children because the community leaders, who did the report, did not indicate the names or parents of these children. “We have directed the district probation officer to carry out investigations, get all the details of these children and report back to our offices within one week,” Mr Akena said.

The chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Gender, Labour and Social Development, Ms Beatrice Lagada, called for an immediate sensitisation across the regions on the problem of child sacrifice. “Child sacrifice is for real. When we were in Lango, the community told us that a three-year-old child was sacrificed in Apac District a few days after Christmas. They only found her body without a head,” Ms Lagada said.

Karamoja 
Army to stay in Karamoja (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/669424 

The army will remain deployed in Karamoja to protect the region against armed cattle rustlers, the acting Third Division commander has said. 

“We shall only hand over to the Police when we realise that peace is prevailing,” said Col. Paul Loketch. 

He said cross-border cattle raids had become a hindrance to the government’s development programmes in Karamoja region. 

Loketch was speaking at celebrations to mark 23 years of the National Resistance Movement (NRM) that were held in Boma grounds in Moroto on Monday. 

He refuted reports that the army would be redeployed from Karamoja to Garamba forest in the DR Congo to attack the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels based there. 

“Whoever is making the allegations is an enemy to development in Karamoja region and is geared towards destroying the achievement we have so far made.” he said. 

“The UPDF will not allow the Kenyan pastoralists to enter Uganda without permission from Kampala,” he added. 

Nahaman Ojwee, the Moroto resident district commissioner, who was the chief guest, said before the NRM  came into power in 1986, the country had been characterised by extra-judicial killings, and political, social and economic anarchy. 

Health 
NDA verifies anti malaria drugs (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/NDA_verifies_anti_malaria_drugs_78900.shtml 

The National Drug Authority has started verifying the quality of malaria drugs sold in western Uganda. 

The NDA western Uganda drug inspector, Mr Kenneth Kiiza, said the drug regulatory body has already obtained samples of anti malaria drugs which are on the market. The exercise, Mr Kiiza said, will enable NDA to eliminate counterfeit drugs on the market. 

The drugs have been obtained from several drug shops, public health units and informal markets in the districts of Hoima, Masindi, Buliisa, Kibaale, Kyenjojo, Kamwenge, Bundibugyo, Kasese and Kabarole.
 
Mr Kiiza said NDA has collected drug samples, tested them and analysis is ongoing in Hoima. Some of the sampled drugs are chloroquine, quinine, fancidar, coartem, artemather, amodiaquine, premaquine and mephoquine.  

Drug experts are scrutinising the PH, labelling, packaging, contents, dates of manufacture and expiry of the drugs. 
Mr Kiiza said malaria is endemic which has caused concerns that the drugs on sale may not be effective. “We want to ensure that drugs are effective because malaria has become increasingly resistant,” the inspector told journalists at his office in Hoima town last week. He added that NDA is investigating allegations that some drug dealers sale substandard, expired and adulterated medicine.  

Mr Kiiza said the ongoing post market surveillance survey of anti malaria drugs will avail the government with information on the quality of drugs on the market and verify the various malaria studies that have been conducted in Uganda. “We want to establish why malaria drugs are becoming less effective to treat the disease,” Mr Kiiza said, adding that NDA will institute a recall of all counterfeit drugs.

He said some drug distributors who will be found to have supplied poor quality drugs risk being put out of business. “We may also send the drugs to the respective manufacturers or we may destroy them,” he added. 

Fake drugs are reportedly sold on Ugandan market by unscrupulous and shrewd businessmen who profiteer from illicit trade, putting the lives of many at risk.

NDA speaks out on drug inspectors (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/NDA_speaks_out_on_drug_inspectors_78910.shtml 

The National Drug Authority yesterday defended its recruitment system of zonal drug inspectors, saying it is based on the right academic qualifications.
   
Mr Apollo Muhairwe, the executive secretary of NDA told a press conference yesterday that contrary to claims by the Pharmaceutical Society of Uganda that NDA was recruiting inspectors from any profession, the  drug regulatory body has been strict on qualification requirements, demanding that applicants must be holders of degrees in the fields of Pharmacy, Chemistry, bio chemistry, human or veterinary medicine and Pharmacology.  
  
Other qualifications, Mr Muhairwe said, include a university degree with at least a diploma in  dispensing/ pharmacy. “The underlying key requirement for any of the other applicants with a university degree was a diploma in dispensing/pharmacy. It was therefore wrong to mention those other degrees without mentioning the underlying key qualifications,’’ he said. 

A cost-effective malaria detection stystem in the offing (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/A_cost-effective_malaria_detection_stystem_in_the_offing_78885.shtml 

A team of researchers in Uganda, Kenya and their counterparts from the United Kingdom say that results from an analytical study they conducted in the two east African countries suggest that early detection systems (EDS) for malaria are likely to be cost-effective.

The study sought to establish the costs of establishing and running an early detection system for epidemic malaria in four districts in the highlands of Kenya and Uganda. In Uganda, Rukungiri and Kabale were the sample districts.

“The total costs of the EDS per district per year ranged between $14,439 (Shs28.9m) and $15,512 (Shs31m),” wrote the researchers in their findings published in the Malaria Journal. “Salaries were identified as major cost-drivers, although their relative contribution to overall costs varied by country. 
Costs of relaying surveillance data between facilities and district offices (typically by hand) were also substantial.” 

The researchers further noted that depending on the population of each district, the above cited figures would translate into costs of $0.03-0.05 per annum per head of population in the case of Uganda.

“34 per cent of total costs were related to setup activities, such as training, purchase of equipment and vehicles, while 66 per cent represented running costs, principally in the form of expenditure on salaries and transport. Across all sites, capital and recurrent expenditures constituted 26 per cent and 
74 per cent of total costs respectively,” they added. 

However, the researchers found that data from Uganda indicated that four per cent or more of overall costs could potentially be saved by switching to data transfer via mobile phones. Here, the researchers specifically assessed the opportunity costs of staff time spent on transporting data. 

“These added up to $1,125 (Shs2.2m) per year across the ten facilities in both districts (representing more than 7 per cent of overall costs),” they wrote. “Adopting an electronic system of data transfer (using e.g. mobile telephone text message) could potentially reduce these costs by more than half, even if all facilities sent several messages each week (cost estimated at $1 (Shs2,000) per week per facility).”

None-the-less, the study authors think further studies that include the costs and effects of the health systems’ reaction prompted by EDS will need to be undertaken in order to obtain comprehensive cost-effectiveness estimates.

Malaria is one of the world’s biggest killers, responsible for over a million deaths every year, mainly of children and pregnant women in Africa and Southeast Asia. The disease is caused by the malaria parasite, which is injected into the bloodstream from the salivary glands of infected mosquitoes.

In East Africa, the situation is not rosy as Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda are among the 19 countries estimated to have 90 per cent of the malaria cases in the Africa region. Similarly the three countries are also among the 18 estimated to have 90 per cent of the malaria deaths in the Africa Region, according to the 2008 World Malaria Report. 
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