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Joint Operations against LRA
Kampala Faces Odhiambo Dilemma (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=349637&apc_state=henh  

The reported pending defection and surrender of deputy commander of the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, Okot Odhiambo, could put Uganda at odds with the International Criminal Court, ICC, which wants to try him for war crimes, say observers. 

The commander is reportedly negotiating the terms of his defection and surrender along with some 45 of his men and a handful of captives.

Odhiambo, along with LRA leader Joseph Kony and another deputy commander, Dominic Ongwen, are wanted by the ICC in The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Kony alone faces 33 counts.

Uganda asked the ICC for help in dealing with Kony and the LRA in late 2003, and after extensive investigation, issued indictments against Kony and four other commanders in 2005. Two of the five are now presumed dead. 

However, in a draft peace deal with the LRA which Kony has repeatedly failed to sign Uganda has agreed to put the rebel commanders on trial before a special Ugandan court, which has not yet been established.

Odhiambo, who was reportedly the mastermind behind some of the LRA’s most bloody massacres, is demanding an assurance that he won’t be sent to the ICC. Instead, he wants an amnesty, which has already been granted to thousands of former LRA fighters.

His offer to surrender comes after he was wounded in clashes with Ugandan forces – now in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC – which were seeking to destroy the LRA. 

“The issue of Odhiambo surrendering is very positive and welcome,” Henry Okello Oryem, Uganda’s state minister for international relations, told IWPR.

Okello, however, refused to discuss the matter of Odhiambo’s ICC indictment until the suspect was in custody.

“Once he hands himself, then we shall deal with all issues regarding the International Criminal Court indictments and the amnesty that he is demanding,” said Okello.

“We can’t begin talking about ICC or amnesty when the bird [Odhiambo] is still in the bush. We shall discuss about ICC [and] amnesty when we have the bird in our hands.” 

The ICC, which has not commented on Odhiambo’s defection, has asked Uganda to outline its position on its negotiated peace agreement with the LRA.

Meanwhile, other top officials have indicated that Uganda plans to try Odhiambo.

Stephen Kagoda of the internal affairs ministry, who helped negotiate the peace deal, insisted that Odhiambo would face trial in the country – as was outlined in the agreement.

“The agreement we signed in Juba is clear,” Kagoda told the New Vision newspaper in Kampala. “It stated that those accused would face the [national] courts and we stand by that.”

Military spokesman Major Felise Kulaigye said it was too early to comment on whether the indicted LRA commanders would be tried in Uganda or The Hague.

The Ugandan military, which first struck at Kony’s camps in the DRC’s Garamba National Park on December 14, was encouraged by the pending surrender, said Kulaigye.

“It’s a positive step [towards rescuing] innocent people who are still in the hands of the LRA,” said Kulaigye. 

“As far as the UPDF (Uganda People’s Defence Force) is concerned, we cannot continue to coexist with tigers in Garamba.” 

Since the attack, the LRA has gone on a bloody rampage in the DRC, killing an estimated 700 to 800 people. One hundred villagers were killed in the most recent incident some 10 days ago, according to the United Nations.

The latest killing spree is similar to attacks by the LRA on northern Uganda during the civil war of the last 20 years, and has prompted many Ugandans to call for Odhiambo to be turned over to the ICC.

“This is a time for accountability,” said Sam Odongo, a victim of LRA war in Oyam, northwest of Lira. “The government should surrender any top commanders of the LRA to the ICC. We don’t want to hear [the] story that the rebels [have been] arrested and killed before [they] admit their guilt and then pay compensation for our lost dear ones.” 

Patience Aber of Gulu agreed.

“I don’t support this issue of forgiving the LRA. The indicted LRA commanders have to face the [ICC] for the atrocities and crimes they committed in northern Uganda for the past two decades,” said Aber.

“He [Odhiambo] has to go to The Hague and face the court. He must answer for all the people he murdered.”

Those in the north belonging to Kony’s ethnic Acholi group were opposed to Odhiambo being sent to The Hague.

“If [Odhiambo] surrenders, he should not be handed to ICC,” said Emmanuel Mwaka Lukutumoi, spokesman for the Acholi Cultural Institution. 

“If he is handed to The Hague for trials, this will scare other top LRA commanders who want to come out of the bush and surrender.” 

Some in the region thought Odhiambo’s surrender could help restore peace.

“We are very sure of our security now because Odhiambo was the brains behind the massive killings in Abia, Barlonyo and Amononeno where nearly 500 people lost their lives,” said Moses Opio, who lost two children to the LRA. 

“We hope the arrest of Odhiambo will bring peace and justice to northern Ugandans,” said David Livingstone Okwir, an elder who also lost two of his children in rebel attacks.

Anthony Okello, a resident of the Apac district, said Odhiambo’s possible surrender meant that the LRA’s days were numbered. “We are tired of [Kony]. We want him killed if he [surrenders] like his deputy,” Okello told IWPR.  

LRA should give up the ghost (New Vision - EDITORIAL)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/669673 

THIS week the Lord’s Resistance Army number two, Okot Odhiambo, has shown his willingness to come out of the bush.The population in northern Uganda is so traumatised that they will not believe the war is over unless the LRA leader, Joseph Kony, surrenders or is killed. 

Okot Odhiambo’s decision to surrender, therefore, only provides a ray of hope to the people of northern Uganda. 

And they are right to think that way. The UN says that since the attack on Kony’s Garamba base in December about 900 Congolese have been killed in reprisal attacks by the LRA. 

If there was any doubt about the terrorist credentials of the LRA, their actions in Congo have put those to rest. 
With no control over any territory or popular support base, the LRA can only use terror to maintain its relevance. 

The LRA are clearly on the back foot, their supplies that they had stockpiled while they talked peace have been all but decimated, they have been scattered and are on the run. 

This is not an unusual situation for the LRA in their near 20-year history, and they know how to survive and even thrive under such conditions. But Kony must see that the writing is on the wall. 

His former backers in Khartoum are out of reach, he has an allied operation against him far away from his local environment in northern Uganda or southern Sudan and the replenishment of his resources has been cut short by the current operation. 

Kony hopes that by escalating the violence in Congo he can so disgust the world that pressure will be mounted to lift the ICC indictment hanging over his head and then he can sue for peace under less pressure. 

Kony has to be put under sustained pressure before surrender becomes an option for him, the commitment of the allies is under scrutiny here, let the focus and rid the region of this menace once and for all. 

Northern Uganda

We need women in conflict resolution (Daily Monitor - OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/We_need_women_in_conflict_resolution_78984.shtml 

Albert G. Mugumya

As Northern Uganda moves towards achieving permanent peace, women should be given a greater role in the reconstruction, demobilisation, reintegration and development programmes  in the northern region. Gender sensitive peace building is crucial to achieving sustainable peace and development.

Majority of the civilian casualties in the northern conflict as well as the refugees and IDPs in the Acholi sub-region have been women and children. Women in conflict and post-conflict situations are at risk from multiple forms of violence and are often deliberate targets in conflict. They often end up caring for those injured and find themselves unexpectedly cast as the sole head of the household, making the challenges they face quite immense.

In northern Uganda, like in other conflicts, women have been systematically singled out for sexual violence and other atrocities. They have been raped with impunity and it is well known that the worst kind of weapon of war is rape. These women victims are facing insurmountable difficulties in trying to ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice. Therefore the unique needs of women in conflict and post-conflict situations might be well addressed by women themselves.

Despite overwhelming challenges against them, majority of women in post-conflict situations are working towards constructing new visions of peace and security which place human concerns at their centre. 

Several women in Uganda have fostered numerous initiatives to prevent, stop, and help victims recover from war through different organisations.  Many women have also been at the fore front of peace building and conflict resolution work in all its manifestations, yet their peace building work and perspectives seem to have been rendered invisible. It’s therefore imperative that their wealth of expertise is tapped.

Unfortunately women rarely have access to political power structures and continue to be absent or poorly represented at peace negotiations. Having participated in the consultations on reconciliation and accountability between civil society and the LRA, I only saw one woman on the LRA side and that was Hon. Santa Okot who seemed to be handling more of logistical issues as opposed to the real issues on reconciliation and accountability. No woman was seen on the government side, yet women are meant to be part of this process as mandated by UN resolution 1325 on women, peace, and security.

On October 31, 2000, the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 1325 on women, peace, and security. Resolution 1325 marked the first time the Security Council addressed the disproportionate and unique impact of armed conflict on women; recognised the under-valued and under-utilised contributions women make to conflict prevention, peace keeping, conflict resolution and peace building, and stressed the importance of their equal and full participation as active agents in peace and security.

The Peace, Recovery and Development Plan for Northern Uganda (PRDP), which  addresses the greater North, including Karamoja and West Nile, will plan and provide emergency relief, revitalise health care and education services, strengthen judicial and police forces, and other initiatives to assist the return and resettlement of the displaced population. The plan will serve as a foundation for the re-establishment of an environment that will enable people in the northern sub-region to re-ignite development. While the PRDP provides an encouraging framework, concerns remain about prospects for its implementation, but above all how to gender mainstream it.

Women in Northern Uganda should therefore get their voices heard, and make their presence felt and, of course, facilitated by government and other capable stakeholders. A gendered analysis towards peace building strategies will strengthen peace building efforts in the region.

The author is a specialist in conflict transformation, and peace building

albertmugumya@yahoo.co.uk 
Eastern Uganda
Museveni intervenes in Budaka, Mbale border conflict (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Museveni_intervenes_in_Budaka_Mbale_border_conflict_79003.shtml 

President Museveni has directed the ministry of Local Government to resolve a long-standing border conflict between Mbale and Budaka districts.

Daily Monitor has learnt that Local Government Minister Kahinda Otafiire called a meeting on Jan 15, following a directive from the President to resolve the conflict.

A source who declined to be named because he is not allowed to speak to the Press told Daily Monitor that the closed meeting was a result of a petition presented to the Speaker of Parliament, Mr Edward Ssekandi on Jan 8 by Budaka leaders.

The two districts are embroiled in a fight that has so far claimed eight lives and left several others injured in the last two years. The conflict is over the ownership of Namatala wetland which borders the two districts. A source who attended the meeting told Daily Monitor that it was established that the border demarcation by surveyors led by Mr James Bwogi from the Ministry of Lands, was not done in a free and fair manner. 

Reports reveal that when Mr Bwogi was tasked to read the 1962 border demarcations and the recent demarcations, there was an indication that the boundary between Bugisu and Bukedi then was the deepest point of river Namatala which has been distorted by constant flooding. “Mr Otafiire wondered why Mr Bwogi preferred to demarcate the dry land and a hill which could not show the deepest point of River Namatala,” the source said.

Daily Monitor learnt that efforts by Mbale LC5 chairman Bernard Mujasi to convince the meeting not to revisit the 1962 demarcation were fruitless as  it was resolved, “in the interest of justice and fairness, five teams of surveyors should be set up to revisit the boundaries up to 1962.” 

The demarcation which will take two months from February will cover Mbale-Pallisa, Mbale-Budaka, Budaka-Butaleja, Mbale-Butaleja and Butaleja-Tororo district boundaries. 

Health 
Meningitis kills 42 (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Meningitis_kills_42_78998.shtml 

At least 42 people are now confirmed dead from meningitis in West Nile, Hoima and Masindi districts, the Ministry of Health has said.

Addressing the media yesterday at the Media Centre in Kampala, Health Minister Stephen Mallinga said a total of 324 cases were registered and the government had strengthened disease surveillance as well as instituting case searches.

Dr  Mallinga said 19 deaths were recorded out of 209 cases registered in Oluko and Dadamu sub-counties in Arua  while two deaths were recorded out of 23 cases in Ciforo in Adjumani. Moyo did not register any death out of 19 cases reported. He said another 13 deaths occurred in Kigorobya Sub-county in Hoima out of 48 cases reported while eight died in Pakanyi and Kigumba sub counties in Masindi out of the 25 cases.

Meningitis is an infection of meninges, a thin lining that surrounds the brain and the spinal cord, caused by different viruses and bacteria. The minister attributed the spread and high death toll resulting from the epidemic that hit the country since December last year to the delay by patients to access treatment.

Dr Mallinga said meningitis is curable and effective medicines are available but the delay to seek treatment resulted into avoidable deaths. “Seeking early treatment helps to prevent further spread of the infection to those in close contact with the affected person,”  Dr Mallinga said.

The minister warned the public to avoid overcrowding and big gatherings to reduce the risk of spreading the infection. “Close proximity to people infected increases the risk of infection. Some of the infected persons may have no symptoms or sign of disease,” he said.

The World Health Organisation officer in charge of disease prevention and control in Uganda, Dr Miriam Nanyunja, said meningitis can be controlled through vaccination. “We have carried vaccination in the districts of Arua and Hoima where over 150,000 people have been vaccinated and we are currently vaccinating people in Masindi,” Dr Nanyunja said.

She said the vaccination targets people between the ages of two to 30 years because it is the population  most vulnerable to the epidemic. “Below two years the vaccine does not respond well and infants rarely get affected and still above 30 years people are not vulnerable,” she said.
Meningitis reported in West Nile (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/669715  

THE health ministry has confirmed the spread of the meningitis epidemic to the districts of Adjumani and Moyo. 

“The epidemic that started in the districts of Hoima and Arua has also spread to Masindi, Adjumani and Moyo,” said the health minister, Dr. Stephen Mallinga. 

The meningitis outbreak has so far affected 344 people, killing 42 in the districts of Arua, Hoima, Masindi, Adjumani and Moyo since December 2008. 

“By January 28, Masindi had registered 25 cases and eight deaths, while Adjumani had 23 cases and two deaths. Moyo has so far registered 19 cases with no deaths,” Mallinga. 

Hoima has registered 48 cases and 13 deaths while Arua has 209 cases and 19 deaths. 

Addressing journalists at the Media Centre in Kampala yesterday, Mallinga expressed disappointment with Arua district leaders for concealing the meningitis outbreak and linking it to witchcraft. 

“The deputy LC5 chairman said he had heard rumours about people dying of a mysterious disease by December 10 2008 but he kept quiet,” said Mallinga. 
The minister said: “The Arua district health officer only got to know about the meningitis on January 8. Even then, there was a delay in informing the ministry headquarters.” 

“Doctors in Arua also delayed to attend to the cases thinking it was witchcraft.” 
Meningitis is an inflammation of the meninges, the lining surrounding the brain and spinal cord. 

The disease is caused by bacterial infection transmitted through contact with the droplets of respiratory or throat secretions from an infected person.  

Agriculture 

How economy could benefit from increased WFP purchases (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business/How_economy_could_benefit_from_increased_WFP_purchases_78989.shtml 

Assurances that the World Food Programme will buy larger quantities of locally grown food-stuffs, including cereals that it would be buying for the first time, is good news to a sector that traditionally suffers from chronically low prices. Even in times of food scarcity, the farm-gate prices are a pittance compared to the final retail prices. It is the middle-men who make all the money along the food production and distribution chain.

The WFPs decision to buy the food it needs from farmers, through the warehouse receipt system thereby locking out middle-men,  will encourage them to increase production at a time of rising global food prices. This could translate into improved living standards for the lucky farmers. 

Unfortunately, only a small number of farmers will benefit because although the WFPs local budget has more than tripled from Shs64.4 billion last year to Shs190 billion this year, it is still small compared to the value of the surplus food available in the country.

This is where the agricultural stakeholders, led by the government, could step in to develop and implement measures that would help the farmers that have so far been left behind by various intervention schemes and are still living as their ancestors did. At the very least, there are four ways this could be achieved.

First, the government could lower the cost of inputs either by removing all taxes levied on them, subsidising them by paying a specific amount of money to importers or local suppliers thereby lowering the final price the farmers will pay or both.  Equally important, the government could put in place measures that would ensure that the subsidised inputs reach the needy farmers in time and do not fall into the hands of greedy middlemen who would either increase the prices or export the inputs to neighbouring countries.

Those skeptics who may doubt  that this would boost production need only take a look at Malawi where its president took these measures and the farmers reciprocated by tripling maize production in three years. That turned a former basket-case nation into a regional food supplier.

Second, the government could lead the way by seeking to work with private sector players to modernise and harmonise agricultural production, harvest, storage and marketing locally, regionally and globally. This would ensure that little or no food is lost either during or after harvesting unlike the current situation where up to a third of the country’s production is lost during the two stages. In addition, the government’s involvement in marketing would help stabilise prices throughout the year for the benefit of both farmers and consumers.

Third, the government could encourage the opening up of virgin lands by individuals, groups or companies and ensuring that the new farmers get the necessary extension services. The banks and non-banking financial institutions could also play their part by making credit available to these farmers some of whom could be going into farming for the first time.

Fourth, the government could work with the private sector companies, groups and individuals to start agro-processing factories for the local, regional and global markets. There is no excuse, for example, for a community to sell all the maize it grows to commercial millers in Kampala and then turn round and buy processed flour from the same millers. That is one of the ways in which the farmers remain trapped in a cycle of poverty.
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