UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 6 JANUARY 2009
LRA Activity in DR Congo
LRA raid on Congo park kills 20 (New Vision) 
http://africa.reuters.com/top/news/usnJOE5040GK.html 

Twenty people were killed in a raid by Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army rebels on a park ranger station in northern Democratic Republic of Congo, local officials said on Monday.

Dozens of LRA fighters attacked the headquarters of the Garamba National Park in the town of Negero, in Congo's Orientale province, late on Friday.

"Ten people were killed, including two women, two park rangers, an electrician and five other civilians who have not yet been identified," Orientale's Deputy Governor Joseph Bangakya told Reuters.

Ten rebels were also killed in the four-hour gunbattle with armed park rangers and Congolese soldiers based at Negero's airstrip as part of a three-week-old multinational assault on LRA strongholds in northeastern Congo, Bangakya said.

In two separate attacks on Sunday, LRA gunmen raided a protestant mission in the Congolese village of Napopo and attacked Laso, a village in Sudan, local officials said. It was not immediately clear whether anyone died in the incidents.

Forces led by Uganda and including Congolese and South Sudanese soldiers began bombing LRA bases in the park on December 14 after the rebels' leader Joseph Kony again failed to sign a deal to end his rebellion against Uganda's government.

The operations received the unanimous blessing of United Nations Security Council member states. Ugandan and Congolese officials have said the offensive succeeded in destroying most of the LRA's bases in Congo.

However, coalition forces have so far failed to locate Kony, who along with two deputies is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague, and his rebellion is now waging a brutal campaign against local villagers.

"CIVILIANS DYING"

Fleeing LRA fighters killed at least 271 people in a series of Christmas week massacres that forced tens of thousands to flee their homes.

Catholic humanitarian charity Caritas said it believed more than 400 people died in the attacks on the 
towns of Doruma and Faradje, which had been left undefended by coalition forces.

"The number of dead just keeps going up. Since the beginning of these operations, it is the civilians who are dying," said Felicien Balani, who heads a coalition of civil society groups.

Estimated to number between 800 and 1,000 fighters, Ugandan and Congolese officials say the LRA has now splintered into smaller groups. Some are believed to be heading towards neighbouring Central African Republic, where the rebels have carried out raids in the past.

"We are facing criminal behaviour by fleeing forces. A deployment is underway. But we are there in a vast territory, and it's being done at the rhythm of our air capabilities," Congo's Information Minister Lambert Mende said.

Uganda has said it is sending more troops to the area to prevent more LRA raids.

The LRA was driven out of northern Uganda, where its two-decade bush war killed thousands of people and displaced 2 million, but the group has continued to carry out raids in Congo, Sudan and Central African Republic.
Army recovers more items from LRA (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/667054 

The Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) have captured more military equipment and food from the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels. 

During yesterday’s cordon-and-search operation, the troops recovered the items from rebel bases in the west of Garamba Forest. 

The items include 1,000kgs of sugar, four sub-machine guns with 60 rounds of ammunition, a radio communication charging system with three batteries, two Codan manpack radios, two frequency military radios, a satellite phone and one Mageran Global Positioning System. 

“The rebels become more vulnerable as they lose the will and means to make war,” said army spokesperson Maj. Paddy Ankunda. 

“The operation against the rebels will continue unless (LRA leader) Joseph Kony signs the Juba peace agreement and assembles at Ri-Kwangba,” he added. 

On Sunday, the army recovered a grenade launcher near Camp Swahili. This is the rebel group’s main camp. 

Other items captured at the start of the operation were passports, communication equipment and 30 machine guns. 

Ankunda said the joint forces were working together to protect civilians. Meanwhile, the army extended condolences to families that lost their loved ones to the rebel attacks during the festive season. 

Forces from Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan launched a joint operation against the LRA in north-eastern part of DRC on December 14. 

As the rebels fled, they massacred over 400 civilians in Dungu. UN, Congolese and Ugandan officials said the rebels split into small groups. 

Yesterday, there were reports that some of the rebels were seen in the Ango region heading towards the Central African Republic (CAR). In February and March last year, the rebels crossed over Congo’s border with CAR, where they attacked villages and abducted over 150 people. 

It is said the abducted people were used as porters, sex-slaves and child soldiers. Despite claims of early success and the unanimous backing of the UN Security Council, the offensive has failed to find Kony. 

The military operation follows Kony’s refusal to sign a peace deal since July 2006. He demands that the International Criminal Court arrest warrant issued against him and his top commanders be dropped.

See Also:

UN continues assisting displaced in volatile eastern DR Congo (New Vision)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29467&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo  
Uganda at the Security Council

Uganda at the Security Council: Hunt Kony, but hands off Mugabe (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/509860/-/rm0fiaz/-/index.html 

Uganda began a two-year term on the United Nations Security Council last week, with its ambassador saying the country will use the opportunity to focus closer international attention on African conflicts.

Uganda’s will be the most prominent voice of Africa as the UN’s most powerful body grapples in the coming months with several East African issues, including chaos in Somalia, war in Sudan’s Darfur region and worsening violence on Uganda’s own doorstep in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

Some analysts speculate that Uganda may press the Security Council to allow UN forces stationed in the DRC and Sudan to join the hunt for Lord’s Resistance Army fighters. 

The group led by Joseph Kony is accused of having massacred hundreds of Congolese civilians in the closing days of 2008.

In a recent interview on UN Radio, Ugandan ambassador Francis Butagira suggested that the country will press the Security Council to approve international intervention in Somalia while maintaining a hands-off posture in regard to other African hot spots such as Zimbabwe.

Mr Butagira said the Council should refrain from “efforts to have regime change in some countries.” In what could be interpreted as a reference to the US invasion of Iraq, the Ugandan envoy said that “unilateralism or flexing of muscles has been shown not to work.”

He made clear that Uganda would not favour moves by powers outside Africa to topple Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe.

Noting that Uganda supports the African Union position on Zimbabwe, Mr Butagira said the crisis there is “best dealt with by the sub-region” through the Southern African Development Community. 

The issue of Zimbabwe does not have an international security dimension and thus “does not warrant intervention by the Security Council,” Mr Butagira said.

The ambassador also cited the African Union stance when asked about the International Criminal Court’s pending charges of genocide against Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir. 

The AU urged the Security Council in July to use its power to suspend the indictment against President al-Bashir on the grounds that international criminal proceedings against him would only further destabilise the Darfur region.

But even as he implied Uganda’s willingness to press the Council for such a deferral, Mr Butagira cautioned that efforts to shield President al-Bashir from prosecution should not be viewed as “a blanket endorsement” of Sudan’s policies. The Ugandan ambassador noted that the AU has called for improvements in Sudan’s human-rights record.

“Sudan will be wise to do that,” Mr Butagira said. He added that Africa is concerned with “balancing the issue of justice and reconciliation” in Sudan.

On Somalia, the Security Council has a responsibility to authorise UN intervention, Mr Butagira said. 

Other Council members, including the United States, have likewise argued for dispatch of a UN force to Somalia, but such an initiative appears unlikely to be launched until warring Somali factions act to resolve their differences.

In his UN Radio interview, Mr Butagira emphasised, “It is incumbent on African countries themselves to see what they can do to help Somalia.” Uganda’s own approach has been based, he said, on a decision “to help our brothers” in Somalia. He urged other African countries to join Uganda and 
Burundi in supplying troops for the African Union mission already deployed in Somalia.

Mr Butagira set his goals high when asked what he hoped the Council might achieve by the time Uganda’s term expires at the end of 2010. 

He expressed hope that conflicts in Africa will have been resolved by then and that the continent will be focused squarely on its development needs.

Starting on New Year’s Day, Uganda took over a Security Council seat previously occupied by South Africa. 

Uganda won 181 votes from the UN General Assembly’s 192 members in an election in October in which Austria, Japan, Mexico and Turkey were also awarded non-permanent spots on the council.

Five countries — Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States — hold permanent seats on the Security Council where they also wield veto power. 

Burkina Faso, Costa Rica, Croatia, Libya and Vietnam will hold the other rotating seats on the 15-member council through the end of 2009.

Uganda has twice previously been chosen for a Security Council seat —in 1966 and 1981.

Some critics sought unsuccessfully to block the country’s return to the globally prestigious position.

Writing in October for a popular online journal called The Huffington Post, US reporter Georgianne Nienaber noted that Uganda has been accused of wanton human-rights violations and resource plundering in the eastern DRC. Her posting was headlined: “Uganda does not deserve seat on UN Security Council; it’s time to pay attention.”

Ms Nienaber’s commentary cited remarks by a leader of the US-based advocacy group Friends of the Congo who described Uganda as “certainly an agent of the US wreaking havoc on the African continent, particularly in Congo.”
Rugunda starts UN job on January 24 (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/667091 

Internal affairs minister Dr Ruhakana Rugunda is expected to take on his new job by January 24, the foreign affairs ministry has said. 

The permanent secretary, ambassador James Mugume, said: “We have communication that he should start working on January 24. That means he will leave earlier.” 

Rugunda was appointed Uganda’s permanent representative to the United Nations in New York recently. 

He was appointed at the level of a cabinet minister on account of his international experience and high level diplomatic credentials. 

Uganda was elected by the UN General Assembly on October 17 as a non-permanent member of the 15-member council for a two-year term, representing eastern and southern Africa. 

Uganda assumed its place on January 1. The country has served at the UN Security Council twice, in 1966 and in 1981/82.

Northern Uganda
West Nile leaders panic over LRA recruitment (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/West_Nile_leaders_panic_over_LRA_recruitment_77781.shtml 

Panic has gripped West Nile amid reports of an ongoing recruitment of youths in the region into the Lord’s Resistance Army rebel group.

Reports from Western DR Congo also indicate that 20 people were killed by LRA in a raid on a park ranger station in northern Democratic Republic of Congo, local officials said on Monday

The reports came as the UPDF declared that it had recovered food items and communication equipment from the Lord’s Resistance Army in the west of Garamba Forest in the latest pursuit of the rebels in the DRC. 

Arua RDC, Maj. Ibrahim Abiriga, who is also chairman of the district security committee, said they received information that about 250 recruits from Obongi County in Moyo and Midigo Sub-county in Yumbe District late last year assembled for overnight briefings at Midigo SS, before heading to join the rebels in DR Congo.

Daily Monitor has learnt that intelligence operatives are trailing some leading opposition politicians in the area, including Obongi County MP Hassan Kaps Fungaroo, who are accused of coordinating the recruitment drive.

“It is true rebel recruitment is being done in West Nile,” said Maj. Abiriga, “We are still following the specific people involved in this criminal activity.”

The RDC said there was panic in Arua last November when the recruits marched through Ndiri border area, prompting villagers who mistook them for seasoned LRA fighters, to flee.

The group, said the RDC, temporarily moved to Logoland in DRC, occupying Popo, Kapambala and Nzinzi parishes where they were inducted into rebellion with military drills.

Speaking on phone from his Obongi constituency, MP Fungaroo said on Sunday that he was aware of the long-hatched government plot to frame and arrest him and his colleagues on allegations of treason with an aim of destroying support for the opposition Forum for Democratic Change party.

“The plan [to arrest me] is real; these people in government are very scared of my political clout because they say I have made it difficult for the ruling NRM party to penetrate both Moyo and Adjumani districts,” he said.

Mr Fungaroo, a vocal critic of the government, is an FDC MP. Security officials say he has been organising suspect night meetings in both Obongi and Midigo sub-counties, branded as hotbeds for rebel enlistment, during which he allegedly woos youth to join rebellion for a better future life.

This alleged rebel recruitment drive, if untrue, would not particularly be stunning as many other opposition figures, including FDC party President Kizza Besigye are facing prosecution for the offence of treason for allegedly seeking to topple President Yoweri Museveni’s government using the Peoples Redemption Army (PRA) rebel, said to have operational bases inside DRC.

Information has leaked that security organs are quietly compiling a list of possible rebel collaborators in West Nile and plan to clandestinely close in on some key suspects in a manner alleged PRA rebel suspects were arrested in the region from November 2004 to February 2006.

But the flurry of uncoordinated intelligence briefs, being wired to Kampala, is confusing analysts on which version about the fragile security situation in West Nile to believe. 

Mr Constantine Embatia, parading himself as the NRM media coordinator for West Nile, became the first perceived government person to publicly confirm the disputed rebel recruitment during the weekly Boiling Point radio talk show on Nile FM on Saturday.

“It is true some people are being recruited to join the LRA rebels,” he said without elaborating. UPC strongman, Mr Caleb Titia Kamure, who participated in the show, seized on Mr Embatias pronouncement, denouncing it as a scheme to blackmail and cage vocal political opponents.

Capt. Robert Kamara, the army spokesman in West Nile said reports of LRA rebels lurking at the border had caused panic among civilians, but he dismissed the alleged rebel recruitment.

Meanwhile, in the Sunday operation against LRA, the army impounded 1,000Kgs of Sugar, four submachine guns with 60 rounds of ammunition and a radio communication charging system with three MICAD batteries from the rebels.

According to a statement released yesterday by the Defence/Army Spokesman, Maj. Paddy Ankunda, two Codan man pack radios, two VHF radios, a Satellite phone and one Mageran Global Positioning System (GPS) were also recovered.

This brings to 33 machine guns, 7 sub-machine guns, 10 walkie-talkies, two solar panel chargers, two satellite phones recovered since UPDF launched operation Lightning Thunder against LRA on December 14.

The Commander of Lightning Thunder, Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, told Daily Monitor that UPDF has killed 15 rebels and captured four since the operation began.

The LRA Chief negotiator, Mr Nyekorach Matsanga, has reiterated his earlier request to have the UN mediate the failed peace talks.

In the statement issued yesterday, Mr Matsanga wants the UN Secretary General Representative in the LRA War affected areas, Mr Joachim Chissano, to initiate and mediate talks between LRA and the government of Uganda.

“Having had the past experience of Uganda’s UPDF incapability of using military operation against the LRA, we are 100 per cent sure that the operation will fail to break the LRA rebellion.

That is why the LRA Peace delegation has been left with no option but to ask you to convene an urgent meeting in your capacity as a UN Envoy in the LRA affected Areas,” Mr Matsanga wrote. 
Sh1 trillion northern plan starts (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/667085 

THE sh1.1 trillion Peace, Recovery and Development Plan project (PRDP) for Northern Uganda starts this financial year, the Prime Minister, Apolo Nsibambi, has said. 

Nsibambi disclosed that the finance ministry would allocate sh120b this financial year to operationalise the project. In a written brief to President Yoweri Museveni, Nsibambi said an inter-ministerial committee comprising the ministries of finance, northern Uganda rehabilitation and the Prime Minister’s office had been formed to determine the work and procurement plans for allocating PRDP money to the selected ministries and districts. 

The committee is to be chaired by state minister for northern Uganda Rehabilitation David Wakikona. The PRDP is a comprehensive plan by the Government to eradicate poverty and improve the welfare of the population in the north after years of war. 

The Government is to achieve this through consolidation of state authority, rebuilding and empowering communities, revitalisation of the economy and peace building and reconstruction. 

According to information from the Prime Minister’s office, once those conditions have been achieved, it is anticipated that the north will be fully integrated under the Poverty Eradication Action Plan. 

The project was launched by the President in 2007 and was expected to become operational on July 1, 2008 and run for three years. 

Out of sh1.1trillion, the Government is to contribute 30% and development partners 70%. The PRDP is designed for three years as a stabilisation programme to create the necessary conditions for development. 

It is anticipated that after three years, the PRDP will be assessed. Nsibambi said once the money has been released, ministries and districts under the project would be required to send work plans for the project activities and procurement plan to the permanent secretary in the premier’s office and the secretary to the Treasury.

IDPs get iron sheets (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/667044 

A TOTAL of 232 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Gulu have received 6,960 iron sheets as part of the resettlement package provided by the Government. 

Gulu deputy resident district commissioner Milton Odongo on Wednesday said the distribution of the iron sheets started in October. 

A total of 450 other IDPs are expected to receive 13,505 iron sheets. They will be identified by LCs. e said: “The iron sheets were initially for Gulu, before Amuru had been curved out to create a new district.” 

“The iron sheets were shared between Gulu and Amuru,” he explained. dongo said the iron sheets had already been distributed in Bobi, Lakwena, Koro, Odek, Lalogi, Paicho, Bung, Atira, Ongako and Patiko sub-counties. 
Health
Health workers, patients share accommodation (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Health_workers_patients_share_accommodation_77765.shtml 
Workers at Odek Health Centre in Gulu District reside in the maternity ward because they lack accommodation.

This was discovered during an impromptu visit by the Gulu Woman MP, Ms Betty Ocan, to the health centre on Friday. She noticed shoes and slippers at the door of one the rooms and asked if the staff lived there.

The centre in-charge, Mr Okello Labedo, confirmed that five staff members were staying in two of the rooms meant for patients.

He said the occupied rooms were meant for consultation and resting where mothers, who have just delivered, are supposed to recuperate from. 

“The issue of accommodation for staff is a serious one here, only four of us out of the 11 have accommodation,” Mr Labedo said.

“I have been opposed to my fellow workers sleeping in the wards but our superiors have directed that they should occupy them at the moment as there is no other place to house them,” he added. 

His explanation followed concerns from Ms Ocan that the staff could be risking their lives by staying together with the patients. Daily Monitor saw one of the staff members cooking in an open room opposite their rooms.

“I am not a medical person but I think it is not healthy for these workers to live here together with patients, especially for those who have children as well. Another place should be got soon to accommodate them,” Ms Ocan said.

Mr Labedo said the accommodation was made worse with the recent posting of newly recruited nurses to health centres across the district. He said nurses meant for Binya Health Centre are also at 
Odek since their work place was still under construction.

Mr Labedo said between 20 to 30 mothers deliver at Odek on a monthly basis. 

Earlier in the week, Ms Ocan expressed concern over the sorry state of Omel Health Centre in Aswa County saying it is operating without furniture. She pledged to raise the issue of lack of accommodation and furniture to higher authorities. 

Lack of drugs leading cause of death – Kamuli surgeon (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/667081 

LACK of proper medical equipment is the leading cause of death in Kamuli district, a senior surgeon has said. “We lack medical supplies like blood, drugs and gloves and we are forced to transfer patients to other hospitals and the time they get there, some are in critical condition, while others are dead,” Dr. Micah Lopita said. 

He was addressing the staff of Kamuli Mission Hospital, popularly known as Lubaga, during the end-of-year party on Friday. “Last month, four people died due to lack of blood. We are being forced to recycle disposable drugs by boiling them which are usually used in labour wards and operating centres,” Lopita said. 

He added that sometimes doctors ran out of recycled gloves and operated on patients without gloves. “This plight has rendered us useless and inefficient in the eyes of the public. People are surviving by chance much as we understand the proper treatment,” Lopita said. 

The district director of health services, Dr. David Tigawalana, said the Government had come up with new policies of evaluating medical workers since it had been discovered that most people in the field were using fake documents to access jobs. 

“It is not easy to be called a nurse or a doctor. One has to get training from a recognised institution approved by the Ministry of Health as a professional,” Tigawalana said. 

He agreed with Lopita that the hospital lacked drugs and other medical equipment much as it was a big hospital with many patients. 

Tigawalana also warned indisciplined medical workers to reform or face dismissal and have their documents cancelled.  
Vets directed to contain foot and mouth (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/667090 

THE agriculture ministry has urged district veterinary officers to monitor the activities of cattle traders to check the spread of foot and mouth disease, reports Anthony Bugembe. 

“The ‘I don’t care attitude’ of the cattle traders is responsible for the spread of the disease. If the district authorities control the traders, it will be contained,” said Dr. Nicholas Kauta, the commissioner for livestock health and entomology. 

This follows the closure of butcheries and livestock markets in Lira, Apac, Amuru, Amolatar, Pader, Dokolo and Oyam districts by veterinary authorities in northern Uganda. At least 300 head of cattle have been reported dead since the outbreak three months ago. 

“Many animals are smuggled out of quarantined areas at night. This creates a high risk in the non-quarantine areas,” Kauta said, adding that several animals that were smuggled from the north were found in the City Abattoir in Kampala. 

He said most past outbreaks of foot and mouth disease were first reported around slaughter houses due to failure by authorities to enforce slaughter guidelines. 

“We directed the districts to have holding grounds for animals due for slaughter,” Kauta said. He disclosed that the butcheries would remain closed until the last case of the disease is treated and cleared. 

“Over the Christmas season, fresh cases were reported in Lira and Gulu. We have already supplied vaccines and will continue with the surveillance,” he said. 

Kauta said before Christmas, a cow suspected of having foot and mouth was reported in Tororo district, but the situation was contained.  

Education

Teaching in local languages extends to primary three (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Teaching_in_local_languages_extends_to_primary_three_77756.shtml 

The Ministry of Education is set to extend the thematic curriculum programme to primary three next month, following positive results registered in primary one and two, a ministry official has said.

The thematic curriculum programme encourages the use of a child’s first language in lower primary level of education.

According to Ms Grace Baguma, the deputy director at the National Curriculum Development Centre, the implementation of the programme started yesterday with training of primary three teachers country wide.

“We want to first equip teachers with the knowledge and skills required in the implementation of the programme which starts at the beginning of next term [ February],” Ms Baguma said.

Ms Baguma made the revelation yesterday during a workshop on monitoring the programme at the NCDC headquarters at Kyambogo. 

In early 2007, the government introduced the thematic curriculum with hope to get a better breed of primary graduates after seven years. 

Under the thematic curriculum, teachers are encouraged to use the child’s first language as a medium of instruction before a second one is introduced. The curriculum was designed for lower classes from primary one to three and it has been operational only in primary one and two.

The curriculum carries nine local languages as the media of instruction alongside English.

According to the Thematic Curriculum Coordinator, Mr Remigius Baale, the six-day teachers training targets over 40,000 primary three teachers of both government aided and private schools.

“The training is being conducted in 570 training centres countrywide,” Mr Baale said.

He said primary three curriculum has been piloted in 15 districts since last year and has registered promising results.

Gender Based Violence

Existing laws inadequate to deal with violence (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/31/666978 

IN Uganda, women and girls are increasingly prone to certain forms of violent oppression because of their gender. Despite laws against trafficking, rape and illegal property seizure, women are disproportionately affected by these crimes and often find little support in the devastating aftermath. 

Frederick Womakuyu talked to Mubarak Mabuya, the programme component manager gender at the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development on why Gender-Based Violence. Below are excerpts. 

What is Gender-Based Violence (GBV)? 
Gender-based violence is a broad term. To understand it, you first have to know what gender means. Gender concerns the way we have been socialised as men and women, and as boys and girls. This is in the way of our roles, rights, privileges, opportunities and in the resources we control. These differences change from one culture to another. They change with age, technology and level of education, etc. Because of that, the way we have been taught to be men or women, sometimes referred to as masculinity or femininity, these socially-defined identities are what we refer to as gender. 

For example, we are taught that women are a weaker sex, supposed to cook and be subordinate to men. This creates clear patterns of power relations between men and women. 

GBV occurs between women and men, based on unequal power relations defined by our cultural identities. It can be physical (sexual and/or beating), emotional or psychological. The most common is physical violence. 

How widespread is GBV in Uganda? 
The Police have the records. But one thing you need to note is that most of the cases go unreported. We are, however, happy that the media has started exposing some of the cases – but that is just the tip of the ice berg. People are slapped, beaten, their income grabbed and widows’ property is grabbed from them, but victims keep silent about it. 

The Uganda Bureau of Statistics’ Demographic and Health Survey, 2006, shows that 25% (one in four) women between the ages of 19 and 49 had their first sexual experience against their will. Technically speaking, that is rape or if you are below 18, it is defilement. 

Physical violence has a high incidence rate in Busoga, eastern Uganda, where about two out of three people say they have been physically abused. 

The survey did not, however, indicate that throughout all the districts of Uganda, 70% of women between 15-49 years of age have suffered some form of physical violence. 

What laws are in place concerning GBV? 
We do not have any specific law. The issue of legislation is a process. The penal code states that GBV can be dealt with, but as mere assaults. This is one of the reasons why victims do not report their cases. They do not have faith that the justice system will deliver results. 

But, there is the Magistrates Act now gives judges authority to try defilement cases, which was not the case before. Previously, defilement was defined as someone having carnal knowledge of a girl below 18years. It meant that a boy could not be defiled and if someone sexually abused a boy below 15 years, it was called indecent assault. 

The law was not affording equal protection to both boys and girls. But today, defilement is defined as having sexual intercourse with a minor, with further classifications; aggravated if the victim is under 14 years and simple if the victim is below 18.it is a capital offence. The punishment was also changed from death to life sentence. 

Why does GBV persist despite the fact that legal measures can be taken against the perpetrators? The laws are draft laws and the existing ones are inadequate to deal with GBV effectively. That is why there are proposals like the Domestic Relations Bill Sexual Offences Bill, Trafficking in Persons Bill and Female Genital Mutilation Bill before Parliament. 

Another problem is that when people go to court when they are defiled, they do not produce the necessary evidence and so the cases are dismissed. The burden of proof, therefore, becomes hard. When one is raped, she has to bring medical evidence, but DNA tests are very expensive ($200) and very few people can afford it. About 31% of the population in Uganda lives below the poverty line and cannot afford to pay for a DNA test. 

The victim also has to present Police form three, which many police posts do not have. Alternatively, one can present Form 25, which deals with the mental health of the victim. Unfortunately, there have been cases of the Police charging people a fee of up to sh5,000 for these forms, which should be free. 

The prevalence of violence also increases because even if the perpetrators are brought to book, they are not effectively punished. Other reasons are the things like social tolerance. Some communities tolerate these issues. Women have also been socialised to believe that it is okay for a husband to beat a woman. In some communities, the women even believe that if they are not beaten, the husbands do not love them. 

What can a lack of forensic capacity mean for rape cases? In Uganda, we have some forensic science but it is low. For you to get legal evidence for a rape victim, the forensic tests have to be done within 72 hours, but majority of victims report the case even after a week from when it happened. 

The victim is supposed to meet the costs, except in places like the north, where we have had humanitarian interventions. But even then, in most areas, you have to go and look for a doctor and you need transport. 

What is the Government doing to combat GBV? 
The Ministry of Labour is key to solving the problem. At a technical level, we are investing a lot in raising awareness in communities. We also educate people about rights and forms of violence, tell them about the effects and teach them to behave better and work for purposes of harmony and prosperity. 

We use mass media, theatre and drama to reach the people. 
In cases of rape, the Government health facilities give prophylaxysis ARVs to avert the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. They also give the victims contraceptives to avert pregnancy. 

We also avail psycho-social counselling to overcome the trauma and other disorders. We are also advocating for legislation — ensuring that the laws are okay. We train the Police, social and health workers to treat victims with dignity and respect and to handle them in a manner that promotes recovery and rehabilitation. 

What is the best way to protect women and girls who are particularly vulnerable to GBV? 
I do not want to say the best way, but there are some good practices, although the larger share of the burden falls back to communities. People need to know that these are human rights issues which affect everybody, irrespective of their economic status. 

Prevention should start with every individual and we need to differentiate modes of socialisation. The messages we give young people as they grow up in the home, community, church and school should be positive and based on moral teachings. For example, the Bible and the Koran are good for this, because they teach the difference between good and bad. Young people can learn from this. This can change the way we socialise as women and men. 

Aside from community sensitisation, what else is necessary to combat this crime? 
We need strong laws and a robust judiciary so that victims seeking legal redress are handled professionally. If someone is convicted, let that conviction stand. If, however, they are found innocent, let it not just be because of technicalities. 

Another factor that needs to be addressed is poverty which draws people into alcoholism, one of the main reasons behind physical abuse of women. 

The issue of economic empowerment of women is critical – girls should be trained to be self-reliant, to be able to say NO! 

In terms of prevention, we also need to address the issue of instability in places. GBV has intensified in places where there is war. Sexual violence is used as a weapon of war in places like northern Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Another thing we have to do is to invest more money to ensure that publicly driven resources like the Police Form 3 is evenly distributed so that they are readily available for victims’ use. We could work on it by training nurses to do the evidence tests. This way, rape test kits can be distributed to healthcentres, like the way it is done in South Africa. 

We also need to mobilise and train the Police so that they can enforce the law effectively. All related institutions need to be equipped to respond accordingly when there are faced with cases of gender-based violence.

‘Surgeons’ want compensation before they lay down their knives (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/31/666985 

WITH the high rate of unemployment in Uganda, it is sometimes hard to imagine that on a good day, someone can earn up to sh800,000 a day. It is even harder when that person is an illiterate old woman of over 60 years. And yet, this is a true story in the areas of Kapchorwa and Bukwo districts. 

Except that for these old women, they are making money off the suffering of many of the young girls in this region. These women are the “experts” in circumcising girls in a practice known as Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). 

For every girl cut, the surgeon is paid sh50,000, while those who are already married pay sh80,000. On a good day, a surgeon can perform over 10 surgeries. 

According to figures with the Kapchorwa Local Government, there are about 100 mentors in Kapchorwa district, while Bukwo has 50. According to Sabiny culture, the mentors are highly regarded senior women who prepare young girls, normally 14 years old, to undergo genital mutilation. 

Eunice Chesiro, one of the mentors, who is championing the campaign to end the outdated practice among the Sabiny, recently visited Parliament in the company of five others to meet the Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Rebecca Kadaga. This group has decided to destroy their implements of destruction — the knives that are used to mutilate the girls. 

Speaking through a translator, Chesiro told Kadaga: “It is our work to delude the girls through some kind of performances so they gain the courage to face the knife.” 

However, regardless of how much money these women make, sooner or later they are going to dump their only source of livelihood because the practice is outdated, barbaric and a violation of human rights. It is internationally considered an abuse of women’s rights. 

While appearing on 94.8 Vision Voice radio recently, Kiinkizi East MP Dr. Chris Baryomunsi, who is working on a private members’ bill to ban FMG said: “The consequences of this practice are very grave, to the extent that all of us must get involved, that’s why we have drafted a private member’s bill that seeks to criminalise it.” 

“The immediate complication is severe bleeding, sometimes to death. Those who do not die immediately get long term complications like the scars which develop around their genital organs. They face problems during childbirth, sex is very painful and traumatic, and an increased risk of HIV/AIDS and other infections.” 

According to Kadaga, over 500 girls have died as a result of the practice since the 1960s. Beatrice Chelangat, the programme manager of reproductive educative and community health in Kapchorwa, says recently, three women became crippled after they had been cut. 

Baryomunsi says the proposed law against FGM will see anyone involved in the act sentenced to jail for up to 10 years. “We as MPs have been concerned about this practice and we feel that we should move and be able to come up with a law which will criminalise this act and abolish FGM,” he says. 

“Any person who violates or attempts to violate the physical integrity of the female genital organ or one who causes the grievous harm or anyone who aids, abets, cancels or procures a person to perform any of those acts should be liable under our law and we are suggesting imprisonment of about seven years,” Baryomunsi adds. 

The legislators are determined to fast track the law against the practice amidst clear challenges that they have to sail against. Kadaga said: “It is still an up-hill task to abolish completely in the region and the world because in countries like Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia and Senegal, almost 90% of the women go through mutilation.” 

She adds that many of the surgeons come from neighboring Kenya at night, circumcise the girls, then run back to their country. She says for Uganda to successfully fight the practice, the cooperation of neighbouring countries has to be sought. 

Still, she has vowed to fast track the law making process, to make sure that it succeeds next year. The Attorney General, according to Kadaga, has promised that the law will be in place by March next year. 

Other major challenges for the Parliament and Government is how to get these women an alternative income project, given that they make a lot of money from their work, and the political implications of bringing down the culture of a people. 

In the 2001 Parliament, Jane Frances Kuka, then a minister and MP for Kapchorwa District, lost her seat because of her opposition to the practice in her culture. Similar fears are still expressed among local politicians in the area. 

Moses Mwanga, the district council speaker of Kapchorwa Local Government said he has sacrificed his job at the expense of the campaign against FGM. “It is important that we first mobilise the community so that they appreciate the magnitude of the problem,” he said. 

“The worst are the elders in the community who put so much pressure on the women. They need total sensitisation.” One of the women told Kadaga: “We have gone through a lot of pain and we have now agreed to abandon the job completely. But we need assistance.” 

With an ordinance already in place, passed by the Kapchorwa District Local Government and waiting approval by Parliament, the responsibility to assist this community and put an end to one of the most outdated and barbaric acts against human rights, now rests with Government, if the law can help.

Press Freedom 

Monitor journalists accused of ‘aiding the enemy’ (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Monitor_journalists_accused_of_aiding_the_enemy_77785.shtml 
The Uganda Police Department of Media Offences intends to charge two Monitor journalists with “aiding the enemy” in relation to an article about the UPDF operation in Congo published last month.

According to the lawyers representing Mr Angelo Izama and Mr Grace Matsiko, The Police intends to rely on Penal Code Section 37 (1) B & C. 

But Monitor Publications Limited Company Secretary Anne Abeja said the Section requires police to get necessary sanction from the Director of Public Prosecution, which was not obtained by detectives yesterday.

“The Section requires the sanction of the DPP and it hasn’t been obtained by police. So the bonds of the two journalists were extended to January 8 when they are expected to come back to CID. We hope that the sanction would be got in the morning so that our clients are taken to court early,” Ms Abeja said.

According to the Penal Code Section 37 (3), a person shall not be prosecuted for an offence under this section without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

This is the second time the Police bond of the two senior reporters has been extended after the DPP failed to sanction the charge sheet.

The Penal Code Section 37 (1) states that a person who publishes or causes to be published in a book, a newspaper, magazine, article or any other printed matter, information regarding military operations, strategies, troop location or movement, location of military supplies or equipment of the armed forces or of the enemy, commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years.

The journalists have so far spent a total of 12 hours in police custody, much of it waiting for the charges which had been made known to their lawyers, to be sanctioned by the DPP. 

The journalists and their lawyers waited until court hours expired for a second time, keeping sureties and bail money waiting for the eventuality of a formal charge.

“ We were concerned as on Friday that we would not be produced before a court in time to exercise our constitutional right to bail but have been assured that we will have our day before a judge on Thursday,” Mr Izama said.

In late 2007, police questioned Daily Monitor journalists Mr Emmanuel Gyezaho and Mr Robert Mukasa about a story they published on the Inspector General of Government, Ms Faith Mowondha’s alleged salary irregularities. The journalists were pressured to divulge their sources and charged with criminal libel. The case is still ongoing.
See Also:

Monitor scribes grilled again, bond extended (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/667087 
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