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LRA Activity in DR Congo & Sudan
Uganda Government Dismisses LRA Ceasefire Demands (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-01-07-voa4.cfm 

Uganda President, Yoweri Museveni's government is dismissing as nonsensical demands by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels for an immediate ceasefire. The rebels are calling for the end to a joint regional military offensive against its forces in the Democratic Republic of Congo, urging United Nations mediators to organize fresh peace negotiations. But the Kampala government says the only way out of the joint military operation against the rebels would be for the leader of the rebels to sign a final peace deal with the government. 

The joint regional military force comprising troops from Southern Sudan, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo recently launched a military offensive against the LRA after rebel leader Joseph Kony repeatedly failed to sign a final peace deal with Kampala. The final peace deal if signed by Kony would end more than two decades of rebel insurgency in northern Uganda. Uganda's information minister Kirunda Kivejinja tells reporter Peter Clottey that it is ridiculous for the rebels to be making demands after failing repeatedly to sign a peace deal.

"Our government view has not changed. We reached all the agreement and all what we need is for Kony to come and sign the final peace deal. Once he signs the peace deal, there would be no more attacks. So we are actually directing where he should go," Kivejinja noted.

He compared pressuring rebel leader Kony to sign the peace deal to how one controls a herd of cattle.

"Have you ever reared cattle? What do you do when they are straying? That is exactly what we are doing with Kony. We want him to move directly where he belongs and then that would be the end of the story. When he comes and appends his signature to the peace document, then we go by the terms of the agreement," he said.

Kivejinja suggested that there would only be a halt in the military offensive against the rebels if the rebel leader meets his obligations and signs the final peace deal.

"That is what you do to cows. If it strays, you don't allow it to go and stray into other people's garden, and then ultimately, you would lose those cattle," Kivejinja pointed out.

He described the rebels' demand for an immediate ceasefire as useless.

"The demands are uncalled for, baseless, and useless if you were to ask me because the journey towards peace is already laid out in the peace negotiations," he said.

Kivejinja said the government would remove the international arrest warrants against top commanders of the rebels if the rebel leader signs the final peace deal according to the tenets of the April 2008 agreement.

"As soon as he signs the final peace deal, then we move to the second phase of how we extricate him from the ICC (International Criminal Court). And we have already laid out our legal system to accommodate it," Kivejinja said.

He said the government would be flouting the terms of the agreement if Kampala goes ahead to have the ICC arrest warrants removed before rebel leader Kony signs the final peace deal.

"How can we do that, because that is the terms of the agreement? It says that Kony would have to sign the peace deal before we have the ICC-issued warrants against him and his rebels to be removed by the International Criminal Court," he said.

Kivejinja reiterated that the joint military attack on rebel positions would be halted if Kony signs the final peace deal.

"We were even expecting him to have signed the peace deal yesterday. So if he goes back to the peace table and signs the agreement, then all his problems of confrontations and what-nots would go away," Kivejinja said. 

Some military experts say the joint military raid has backfired. While targeting LRA camps in remote parts of the DRC, it has failed to capture or kill Kony. Additionally, they point out, the action has provoked retaliatory raids by the rebels against Congo's civilian population, local officials, and rights groups
Ugandan rebels kill 50 people in South Sudan (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article29786 

The Ugandan rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) have killed more than 50 people in Maridi County of Western Equatoria state of South Sudan in the last two weeks.

According to the Chairperson of the Specialized Committee on Culture and Information in South Sudan parliament, Hon. Bashir Bandi, the LRA rebels have targeted Maridi County after crossing into Southern Sudan from DR Congo.

The joint military operation against the Ugandan rebels was launched last month by regional forces that included Uganda and DR Congo. Bashir who represents the Maridi County in the parliament urged the Government of Southern Sudan to arrange necessary security measures to stop the LRA attacks on the civil population.

The rebels are also reported by the state authorities to have killed dozens of people in separate attacks on other counties of the state and that civilians are also fleeing from Yambio, the state capital, in fear of their attacks.

Last month the Government of Southern Sudan announced that it would close its borders with DR Congo to prevent the LRA from penetrating into its territory during the joint military operations.

The Juba-peace process mediated by the Government of Southern Sudan for the last two years brought relative peace in the region, but the recent resumption of military operations have resulted to loss of more lives and brought fresh fears for attacks by the notorious rebels.

20 LRA surrender, 10 killed in DR Congo (New Vision) 
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/667173 

TWENTY fighters of the Lord’s Resistance Army have surrendered to the Congolese army as the three-week multinational assault on the rebels’ hideouts in the Garamba jungles continues. 

The surrender comes three days after the Congolese forces and park rangers killed 10 rebels in a four-hour battle at Megero airstrip, northeastern DR Congo. 

State minister for defence Ruth Nankabirwa said the fighters surrendered following increased pressure by the joint military forces from Congo, Sudan and Uganda. 

“Their number has been reduced. When we bombed, they got scattered, some were killed, others are now surrendering,” said Nankabirwa. 

She said the 20 were being kept at the Congolese army base near Dungu, the operation centre for the joint forces. 

The three armies launched an offensive code- named operation lighting thunder against the rebels on December 14. 

Nankabirwa said the troops were closing in on the rebels and were recovering more items around the LRA base in Camp Swahili. 

“The number which is under Joseph Kony (LRA leader) is really very small. You need to be patient to detect their movement. If they were big, it would be easier to detect them.” 

The minister added that the 20 would be granted amnesty but warned that this could be the last group to enjoy the general pardon. 

“I don’t think we can go on and on with that open amnesty. It must have an end,” Nankabirwa said. 

Last Friday, the Ugandan forces captured two rebel commanders, James Onen and Peter Okot, who are still being kept at the base in Dungu together with eight captives, some Congolese. 

Meanwhile, the rebels killed 20 people at a park ranger station in the northeast of Congo, local officials said yesterday. 

“Ten people were killed, including two women, two park rangers, an electrician and five other civilians who have not yet been identified,” Orientale’s deputy governor Joseph Bangakya told the new agency Reuters. 

About 50 LRA fighters attacked the headquarters of the Garamba National Park in the town of Megero in Orientale province on Friday evening. 

Local officials also reported yesterday that in two separate attacks on Sunday, LRA gunmen raided a protestant mission in Napopo and attacked Laso, a village in Sudan. It was not clear whether anyone was killed in the incidents. 

The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, yesterday visited the towns of Faradje and Tadu, where the rebels massacred about 100 civilians over the Christmas holiday. 

UNHCR said in a press statement that the people in the area were shocked and traumatised by the brutality of the attacks. 

“Our mission found Faradje pillaged and destroyed by fire. More than 800 houses, three schools, government buildings and medical facilities were burned. Most of Faradje’s households lost their annual harvest in the fire.” 

According to the UN team, 225 people are displaced from Faradje, 160 children have been kidnapped and more than 80 women raped. 

UNHCR said the population was in dire need of food, shelter, medicines, clothes and other items. “However, the area remains highly volatile and insecurity is a key obstacle to access by us and other agencies.” 

The regional forces attacked the LRA bases after Kony failed to sign a pact to end his rebellion against the Uganda government. The operation received the unanimous blessing of the UN Security Council member states. 

Ugandan and Congolese officials have said the offensive succeeded in destroying most of the LRA’s bases in DR Congo. 

However, the coalition are yet to locate Kony, who along with his two deputies, is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. 

Estimated to number about 1,000 fighters, Ugandan and Congolese officials say the LRA has now split into smaller groups. Some are believed to be heading towards neighbouring Central African Republic, where the rebels have carried out raids in the past. 

The LRA was driven out of northern Uganda, where it had killed and maimed thousands of people and forced about two million into protected camps. 

UN Finds Scenes of Desolation in Congo Area Attacked by Rebels (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-01-06-voa44.cfm 

U.N. aid agencies say thousands of people in the Democratic Republic of Congo's Orientale Province are living in a state of shock and utter desolation. 

During the weekend, a joint U.N. mission visited the towns of Tadu and Faradje in the province. Faradje is about 100 kilometers west of the border between the DRC, Sudan and Uganda. The U.N. says it was one of three villages that was brutally attacked by the Lord's Resistance Army December 25 and 26.

The United Nations estimates up to 500 Congolese civilians were killed in these attacks. This followed a joint military operation launched by the Congolese, Sudanese and Ugandan armed forces against the LRA on December 14.

U.N. refugee spokesman, Ron Redmond, tells VOA more than 100,000 people have been displaced since September, with 50,000 of them since mid-December.

"The Christmas attack on the town of Faradje and its surroundings left more than 70 people dead, just in that area and an estimated 37,000 people were displaced, most of them are still hiding in the bush according to the residents that UNHCR was able to speak to ... According to the displaced from Faradje, about 225 people including 160 children have been kidnapped by the Lord's Resistance Army and more than 80 women raped," said Ron Redmond. 

The Lord's Resistance Army has been trying to topple the Ugandan government for more than two decades. During that time, it has displaced about two million people and kidnapped more than 10,000 children, who were forced to become soldiers, porters and sex slaves.

Since the group lost favor with the government in southern Sudan, it has moved its base to eastern DRC. 

Redmond says the LRA recently attacked the villages of Napopo and Nagero. 

"These people have been seeking shelter wherever they can find it," he said. "Our staff reported that people in that district are shocked and traumatized by the brutality of these attacks. Our mission found that the town of Faradje had been pillaged and destroyed by fire. More than 800 houses, three schools, government buildings and medical facilities were burned and most of the families in the town lost their annual harvest in this fire as well. So, they are going to need a lot of ongoing assistance." 

Redmond says the people are in dire need of food, shelter, medicines, clothes and other aid items. But he says the area remains highly volatile and insecurity will likely hamper humanitarian assistance.
DRC Park Officials Expected LRA Rebel Attack (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-01-06-voa32.cfm 

There’s more information available about the January 2nd LRA rebel attack on the Garamba National Park, located in Nagero, in the eastern DRC. That attack left at least eight dead and thirteen wounded and caused heavy damage to the park headquarters.

Dr. JoseKalpers, country coordinator for the DRC for the African Parks Network, spoke from Brussels to VOA English to Africa Service reporter Joe De Capua about the attack by Ugandan rebels.

“Our headquarters…was attacked by a group of LRA rebels. The attack started at 5 pm (local time) and lasted…about two hours. And it seems that the rebels launched several attacks at different spots. The headquarters is spread over a large area and so several places basically were targeted by the rebels almost at the same time…. Our rangers, assisted by some Congolese army soldiers, started engaging fire. It was very sudden and very violent and a number of people were killed during the attack, including two rangers and two wives of wardens and a couple of other people working for the park…. There was also extensive damage done to the infrastructures. A few buildings were basically torched,” he says.

Asked why the LRA might target the park along with villages in the area, Kalpers says, “Since the military offensive that started on the 14th of December and launched by the three armies of Uganda, South Sudan and Congo, the LRA…dispersed over a large area. And you probably have heard about the atrocities that were committed…around Christmastime…and then…at the end of the year… I suspect those people are looking for food, looking for money and looking for people.” 

Kalpers says they had suspected there would be an attack on Garamba National Park and rangers were in position at various spots in anticipation. That’s because on December 30th, there had been a “small-scale” attack by Ugandan rebels, possibly probing the park’s defenses.

The LRA attacks on eastern Congolese villages last week reportedly left as many as 500 people dead and displaced as many as 50,000. Also, the UN refugee agency said Tuesday that there are reports of another LRA attack on the village of Napopo, leaving eight people dead, houses destroyed and an unknown number of people abducted.

More Congolese troops have arrived in the park, and Kalpers says the main priority is taking care of the rangers, their families and the wounded and those who were displaced by the attack. Humanitarian agencies have been notified that several thousand people living near the park may have fled when the attack occurred and may need emergency assistance.

There is concern that with the rangers occupied with defending the park against the LRA, there might be increased poaching in the park. However, Kalpers says they hope to resume patrols soon.
DRC accuses Uganda of training dissidents (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/DRC_accuses_Uganda_of_training_dissidents_77833.shtml 

Officials from the Democratic Republic  of Congo on Monday accused Uganda, currently pursuing the LRA rebels in that country, of training and arming dissidents to destabilise the Kinshasa government.
   
Mr  Merdard  Autsai, the governor of the Oriental Province in north-eastern DRC, told a joint border security meeting at his residence in Aru town that they have heard that “some people they want” are hiding and receiving military drills in the neighbouring Nebbi, Arua and Koboko Districts in West Nile region. 
   
Daily Monitor has learnt that some Arua-based informers put Congolese authorities on notice after the UPDF 45th battalion in the past months began refresher drills at Bondo barracks in what is now understood to have been rehearsals to attack LRA in Garamba.
  
The Ugandan team led by Arua RDC, Ibrahim Abiriga rebutted the allegations, which are likely to raise tensions between Kinshasa and Kampala at a time when Uganda requires DR Congo’s full cooperation in its struggles  to annihilate Kony’s LRA insurgents.
  
Capt. Robert Kamara, the military spokesman in West Nile, whom the RDC tasked to  speak on behalf of the visiting  delegation said, “We put it  clear  to the Congolese governor  that we do not have any Congolese dissidents either hiding in Refugee camps or training in West Nile.” 
   
Daily Monitor  has learnt that other Ugandan officials who  travelled  for  the meeting in Aru town included UPDF 409 Brigade Commander Lt. Col. Hassan Kimbowa, the north-western Regional CID Officer Charles Erecu, Arua District Police Commander Julius Salube, Capt. Kamara and Mr Charles Tumusiime, the regional internal security officer.
  
However, the two teams agreed to set up an ad hoc committee, comprising both senior Congolese and Ugandan security officials, to ascertain the veracity of the allegations, which have edged the border authorities to mutual mistrust.
  
Governor Autsai, who flew into Aru from his provincial capital in Kisangani, nevertheless praised Uganda government’s military offensive against the LRA, whom he condemned for killing over 400 Congolese nationals in the past fortnight.
   
Mr Autsai reportedly pledged Congo’s full support in the ongoing military offensive against the LRA now scattered in diminutive clusters and terrorising northeastern DRC and parts of South Sudan. “LRA leader [Joseph] Kony has two options; either to kneel down and request to be given chance to sign the peace agreement or remain a terrorist to be defeated militarily or killed by the allied forces,” a Ugandan official who attended the closed-door security meeting, quoted Mr Autsai as having  said.
   
The governor is said to have commended President Yoweri Museveni and Joseph Kabila for restoring diplomatic ties, initially ruptured by the 1997-2003 invasion of Congo by foreign countries, including  Uganda whose military officials were later to be accused of pillaging Congolese resources.
   
At the Monday meeting, Mr Autsai said the two countries, whose border populations share common ancestry, need each other for profitable cross-border trade. 
US President Bush, Kiir discuss Kony in America (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/US_President_Bush_Kiir_discuss_Kony_in_America_77831.shtml 

The US President George W Bush and the South Sudan Vice-President, Gen. Salva Kiir,  have  discussed means to deal with the  secluded Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader, Joseph Kony, now holed  up  in the Garamba  jungle.
  
The  discussion between the out-going American President  and Gen. Kiir took place in Mr Bush’s Oval Office in Washington on Monday, the White House has said. “We also talked of the issue of the LRA  in  Northern Uganda, which has now shifted to Congo and Southern Sudan – and how to handle this,” Gen. Kiir is quoted by the White House on its website. “These terrorists have no respect of human rights and we’ll have to deal with it  so that they have to accept the regional changes and   be  brought to end the  conflict,” he added.
    
The  statement does however not mention how the US will help in ending the LRA menace. Whereas it has been reported the US has been providing war materials especially surveillance equipment to Uganda to deal with LRA, the US  embassy in Kampala has denied the reports.  On the contrary the US says it has only provided non-lethal materials and trained Ugandan soldiers. But  the discussion between Bush and Gen. Kiir over LRA is a clear testimony of US’s important role in fighting the LRA, which it has put on her list of international terrorist organisations. South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are the two allies helping  Uganda in Operation Lightning Thunder, a code-name for the military operation against the rebels. 
  
Meanwhile, Daily Monitor has established that the Chief of Defence Forces,’ Gen. Aronda Nyakairima, yesterday recalled Capt. Chris Magezi who has been the operation’s spokesman.  
    
Capt.  Deo  Akiiki has been appointed to replace him. Capt. Akiiki  and Army spokesman, Maj. Paddy Ankunda could not be got for a comment as both were in Dungu, the force’s tactical headquarters in DRC. The reasons for the  changes  are  not  known.  
Northern Uganda
Marijuana business hits IDPs in northern Uganda (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Marijuana_business_hits_IDPs_in_northern_Uganda_77797.shtml 

The growing of the weed is threatening to break down the relative peace among the communities of the returning internally displaced people in northern Uganda. Sam Lawino and Paul Amoru write about the lucrative trade that is fuelling the growing of marijuana
People in the Acholi sub-region are cutting their New Year celebrations short, to worry about the news of a rising marijuana business in the region.

The news of many people, most of whom are former displaced persons, getting involved in the growing smoking of the deadly weed only serve to add salt in the wound as the population is already worried about the direction the Juba Peace process has taken.

Daily Monitor has established that marijuana smokers are becoming a headache to former Internally Displaced Persons who had returned to resettle at their ancestral homes following a lull of peace in the region. 

The development is already threatening the life and safety of former IDPs and is blamed on the rising demand of the weed by business people in Gulu town and other towns across the region. 

Last Saturday, angry communities of Bulku, (Omel Apem) in Paicho sub- County, which is approximately 24 kilometres west of Gulu town, nabbed a marijuana smoker while he took a nap and handed him to police. But the suspect allegedly escaped from police and is said to be in hiding. 

The man identified as Esau Ojara was arrested after he destroyed his father’s house and drove his family members out of their home with a matchete, the local LC I chairman of Omel A sub-ward, Mr Christopher Ongom said.

“Our people are losing their patience having complained to the authorities several times about these men who are disturbing the peace and security of the community, especially of their women and children,” Mr Ongom said.

He alleged that Ojara had sold two basins of marijuana to some Gulu town buyers but did not identify the people involved.

According to the LCI chairman, Ojara’s colleague identified as Mr Otto Tobi Lalugulugu has harvested a granary full of marijuana for sale illegally.

“The men returned in 2007 from Tegot Atoo Hill and Cwero internally displaced people’s camps back to their village ahead of the rest of the communities and began growing the narcotic drug,” Ongom explained.

Bulku is a remote village formerly infested with the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in the late 1996 to 2004.

One Agnes Alican, a resident of Bulku in Omel Apem village said that people around the village had developed fears and could not carry on with their normal daily activities in their gardens and homes fearing attacks by the ganja men.

“We are living in fear because these men will not spare you after they smoke the jai (marijuana) and they are very dangerous,” Ms Alican said. 

Marijuana is a narcotic drug and if taken for days can cause mental illness or madness according to health experts.

Gulu Referral Hospital acting coordinator of Trans cultural psychosocial organisation John Van Okwir said that psychosis, a state of mental illness can be as a result of drug abuse.

He said that taking substances like alcohol and marijuana were the factors leading to increased mental sickness alongside neurological disorder in the Acholi sub-region.

Mr Okwir explained that neurological disorder which relates to epileptic condition, depression, and mania and post traumatic conditions has registered 70 per cent of mental sickness in the hospital records.

“Patients with psychosis and neurosis are those related to taking drugs, marijuana and alcohols abuses and these are very rampant amongst the youth,” he added.

Sergeant Ocaya Will, a police detective familiar with the problem could not be reached for comment but a well placed police source said that about 40 narcotic cases were recorded in Gulu alone last year.

“We are still compiling the figure but it’s less than 40 in number for the year 2008. Some of those arrested have since been prosecuted,” the source said.

He said the business was booming across neighbouring Kenya as dealers move with it in their jackets and sell it to the Kenyan markets at lucrative prices.
 
The source revealed that a handful of marijuana fetches between Shs3,000 and Shs15,000 in illegal markets around Gulu town. 

Police spokesman for Northern Uganda Johnson Kilama identified places such as Lagoon in Laroo Division and Aywe- Layibi in Pece Division Gulu Municipality as the common places where marijuana smokers hide.

Karamoja

Hunger hits hard as children leave school to hunt (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/35/667121 

HE was hungry. So he fled. It was his first and last term in school. Moses Eporon’s family lives in Kaabong district in the drought stricken Karamoja. The 12-year-old had run away from home to school, where the World Food Programme (WFP), provides free meals so that children can stay in school. 

But last term, Eporon’s dream was shattered when their school closed due to food shortage. “We went to school to have something to eat – there is no food at home,” Eporon says. Now he moves out and about the village, painstakingly looking for anything edible. 

Eporon’s case is not isolated: more than half of the primary schools in Karamoja, a region in north eastern Uganda closed early due to food shortage last term. Earlier last year, WFP cut food by 50%, following a shortage of funds. According to the WFP programme Officer, Karamoja sub-office, Rose Enyoru, WFP was providing food to over 140,000 pupils of Karamoja, but have recently run short due to floods that cut off Karamoja from the rest of the country. 

“The Lopei Bridge that connects to Karamoja from the rest of the country was flooded. Many of our trucks were cut off and could hardly move,” Enyoru adds. “In October we gave schools the little food we had hoping that when more food came, we would add. But unfortunately the trucks got stranded.” 

By the time trucks started arriving many of the schools had closed. In Kolei Primary school, the enrollment had shot up from 90 to 600 pupils in just two years after the introduction of the school feeding programme.With the crisis, however, the numbers fell to zero. 

“We did not have any intentions of closing the school, but when pupils disappeared one by one, we dismissed them all,” says Amos Okello, a teacher at the school. 

Kalapata Boarding Primary in Kaabong was no different – except that some pupils had completed their exams and others had long gone. 

“It is a difficult situation we are operating in. Pupils here cannot stay if the schools do not provide food,” says Moses Ogwang, a P7 teacher at the school. “It is hard to control their movements.” 

Karimojongs are nomadic pastoralists who depend entirely on livestock for survival and as a result, many of the children; especially the boys look after cattle and do not go to school. The girls are married off as early as 14 in exchange for livestock. 

But drought has led to the loss of their livestock, so they have no option except to send their children to school where they can get something to eat. 

“Since the school feeding programme began in Karamoja schools, enrolment has soared. The parents and their children see the feeding programme as hope,” Enyoru says. 

The WFP feeding programme began in the 1990s when the enrolment for primary schools in Kotido was staggering at less than 5,000. According to available figures from the five districts of Karamoja, the introduction of the feeding programme in schools saw the total enrolment increase from 50,000 pupils to a whooping 140,000 pupils. 

In Kalapata, 60 additional girls enrolled in school last term, as families struggled to survive the loss of their livestock to drought and cattle rustling. 

“Unfortunately when we run out of food, some abandoned,” says John Loditae, the deputy head teacher of the school.In Obalangat Primary School in Karenga where they still had some food, pupils were still hanging around. 

At a mission hospital that serves this school, I met two children in the “stabilisation centre” where the most severely malnourished are brought back to life using therapeutic feeding supplies from WFP. In both cases, it was children too young to go to school who were in the worst condition. 

Reading with his belly resting on the mat where he spends a night, Alex Omongole, 13, said that he hardly ate to his fill. 

“When children hear that food has come, they will report to school early. Otherwise we have already lost this term,” says Lokol 

But Enyoru, who has been at the fore front of making sure that people in Karamoja are fed, is confident that food will be distributed as soon as possible. 

“Before the school term opens, all the schools will be having food,” she said. She said the problem was just temporary and schools should be patient.

Health
Poor TB management in the north heightens resistance risk (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=82204 

Christopher Odong coughs incessantly in his bed in the tuberculosis ward of a hospital in the northern Ugandan district of Gulu. Diagnosed with TB six months ago, Odong did not complete his initial course of treatment and has developed a resistant form of the disease. 

"I stopped taking my drugs three months ago when I got better, but after some time I started coughing blood and was re-admitted at the hospital," he told IRIN/PlusNews. "The drugs I am taking are very strong and I cannot walk when I swallow them; doctors said I will stay admitted [in hospital] for some time until I get better." 

Another patient at the hospital, Santa Akello, who lives in a displaced persons camp in the neighbouring district of Amuru, told IRIN/PlusNews that she stopped her treatment because she did not have enough food. "When I take the drugs, I feel very weak and hungry but I don't have enough food," she said. 

Health workers in northern Uganda - where a two-decade long war between the government and the rebel Lord's Resistance Army has left residents with poorly developed health infrastructure - say cases of multi-drug resistant TB (MDR-TB) are on the rise in the region due to poor drug adherence and drug shortages. 

MDR-TB is a form of the disease that does not respond to standard treatment, usually because of a failure to complete first-line treatment. 

A two-year lull in hostilities has led the government to encourage more than two million internally displaced people to leave their camps and return to their places of origin, many of which are long distances from health facilities. 

"We are experiencing a problem in managing TB treatment because some of these IDPs do not understand the dangers of skipping treatment," a senior nursing officer at Gulu hospital who preferred anonymity, said. "Some patients miss treatment because the hospital at times runs out of TB drugs." 

John Opwonya, Gulu district's senior clinical officer and TB and leprosy supervisor told IRIN/PlusNews that for the past several months, the district had received no TB drugs for children under the age of 14 years. 

Opwonya said the district planned to extend TB services to all county-level and district-level health centres in the region in an effort to reach returning IDPs; currently, TB services in Gulu district are only available at two hospitals in Gulu town. 

"We have embarked on community-based directly observed treatment short course, where every TB patient should have a volunteer or relative to directly observe and monitor them," he added. "It is a district policy to help patients complete their treatment." 

According to local health NGOs, displaced people are among the most vulnerable to TB infection due to overcrowding in camps, unsanitary living conditions and poor access to health facilities. 

Statistics obtained from Gulu district's TB control office revealed that up to 1,379 TB patients were registered and put under treatment in 2008. According to Opwonya, an estimated 60 percent of the district's TB patients are co-infected with HIV. 

The government has recently embarked on an exercise to survey the extent of drug resistant strains of TB across the country. According to WHO, in 2004 and 2005, Uganda had the highest treatment default rate of any high-burden country, despite the use of community-based TB care. 

Uganda ranks 15 on the United Nations World Health Organisation's list of 22 countries with the highest global TB burden.
Govt slaps quarantine, orders more vaccines for foot and mouth disease (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/37/667134 

The Government has ordered for the importation of 300,000 doses of Foot and Mouth (F&M) Disease vaccines to control an upsurge of the disease in 10 districts of northern Uganda. 

Dr Nicholas Kauta, the commissioner for animal health and entomology on Monday said: “We had 300,000 doses in stores, but they got finished last month. We have placed new orders, pending release of funds.” 

Kauta said they have put in place a quarantine in the affected districts to control the movements of animals. 

The districts include Lira, Apac, Amuru, Amolatar, Pader, Dokolo, Oyam, Abim, Katakwi and Kaberamaido. 

The Lira veterinary officer, Dr. Wilson Okwir, said at least 80 cattle had died in Amac, Olilim and other sub-counties, adding that over 70,000 animals in the district were at risk of the disease if they were not vaccinated in time. 

Kauta noted that they have set up effective animal check points along highways and feeder roads to the affected areas. 

About the disease 
Foot and mouth is a highly contagious and sometimes fatal viral disease of cloven-hoofed animals like cattle, water buffalo, sheep, goats and pigs. It also attacks antelopes, deer, hedgehogs and elephants. 

It causes blisters and wounds in the mouth and feet of the affected animal. The fever may last about 14 days. “By that time, the animal is too weak and may die,” Kauta said. 

Dr Charles Wendo, a veterinary doctor, said people consuming meat of affected cattle “may experience flu-like symptoms which clear within two to seven days.” 

Sources of the virus 
-Incubating and clinically-affected animals 

-Breath, saliva, faeces and urine; milk and semen (up to four days before clinical signs) 

-Carriers, particularly cattle and the water buffalo. 

Symptoms 
In cows: 
Kicking of the feet. After 24 hours, rupture of vesicles-space in feet, leaving cuts. 

Wounds can also occur on the mammary glands. 

Recovery generally occurs within eight to 15 days. 

Complications like tongue erosions, super infection of lesions, hoof deformation, permanent impairment of milk production, abortion, death of young animals, permanent weight and heat loss 

In sheep and goats: 
l Lesions are less pronounced. Foot lesions may go unnoticed. For sheep, the lesions occur on the dental pad. 
l Death of young stock. 

Pigs: 
May develop severe foot lesions, particularly when housed on concrete. 

High mortality in piglets a frequent occurrence. 

Vesicles or blisters on the tongue, dental pad, gums, cheek, hard and soft palate, lips, nostrils, muzzle, coronary bands, teats, udder, snout, corium of dew claws and interdigital spaces. 

What farmers must know about the disease 
-It can be transmitted through direct or indirect contact (droplets) of affected animal blood, urine or droppings 

-If one has come into contact with an infected animal, it is important to clean your hands well with soap and water before touching other animals. 

-Inanimate vectors like vehicles and implements can also carry droppings in tyre treads over long distances. 

-It can be transferred through air, especially in temperate zones (up to 60km overland and 300km by sea)

Sicklers decry the high cost of sickle cells treatment (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Sicklers_decry_the_high_cost_of_sickle_cells_treatment_77799.shtml 

The news of a seven year old Uganda-American girl who was cured of sick cell disease after undergoing a bone marrow transplant in the United States recently, has restored hope among sickle cell patients back home that they too, could be cured. 

But poor patients like 19-year-old Winnie Nabukenya who have been battling with the sickle cells for so many years believe that this life saving procedure (bone marrow transplant) could be a preserve for the affluent if the government and good Samaritans don’t sponsor poor patients to go for such transplants abroad. 

The transplant cost of $25,000 which was spent on Marriam Mulumba, the first Uganda-American to be cured of sickle cell disease through a bone marrow transplant was raised by the United States Air Force, the employers of her mother, Captain Lukiah Mulumba.

A similar procedure costs $150,000 in the UK and $30,000 in India.

“I am glad to hear that we can get rid of this painful disease through a bone marrow transplant. The huge challenge now is the cost. Like for my case, I’m sure that my peasant father in Masaka can’t raise this money even if he sells all his belongings,” said Nabukenya who was born in a family of four sicklers. 

Sickle cells is caused by a mutation in a red blood cell gene but changes smooth, round blood cells into sickle-shaped cells that are stiff and sticky and tend to clot in blood vessels. 

When they get stuck in small blood vessels, the sickle cells block blood flow to the limbs and organs and can cause pain, serious infections, damage the lungs, kidneys and brain.

They move easily through blood vessels to carry oxygen to all parts of the body but sickle shaped cells don’t move easily. Sufferers of sickle cell often experience retarded growth. 

“If the government and its partners could just listen to our cry stand by the sicklers, I am sure I could get that opportunity,” Nabukenya said.

Nabukenya says she is in need of a bone marrow transplant because she has reached a point where frequent blood transfusions have become useless to her. She says every time she goes to the sickle cell clinic at Mulago Hospital, she is told she lacks adequate blood and water in her body.

“Last term alone, I was transfused for more than three times. I was very sick but what made me lose hope of living is when I was told to go and get medicine from the pharmacies within Mulago and I failed to get them and I ended up going back home like the way I came. I have never received the medicines up to now,” she said at Mulago Hospital where she had come for her routine check up.

Nabukenya says she is now depending on boiled herbs from her grandmother who lives in Kanyanya, a Kampala suburb. 

When she is not very sick, Nabukenya helps doctors at the Sickle cell clinic to register sicklers who come for treatment. Her dream is to become a lawyer or counsellor.

“I want to counsel people affected and infected with sickle cell disease so that they don’t get afraid of it,” Nabukenya says.

Commenting on Nabukenya’s failure to get prescribed medicines, the Chairperson of the Sickle Cell Association of Uganda, Ms Ruth Nankanja says the drugs that are usually given to the patients at the clinic are pain killers or antibiotics and anti-malarials.

But some patients who develop other complications like Nabukenya did are usually referred to the pharmacies. 

“If it was a sickle cell issue it would have been handled by the sickle cell clinic. Sometimes our patients develop complications like the hip disease where the hips get damaged and they are referred to various departments handling such complications.

But the drugs used in the sickle cell clinic are the usual drugs which anyone can afford and at least half of them are given by government,” Ms Nankanja says.

Sickle cell patients are also at increased risk of developing multiple complications, including strokes, lung and kidney complications and pulmonary hypertension. 

The most frequent manifestations of sickle cell disorders are anaemia and pain episodes. 
The episodic exacerbation of pain, often called “crises,” is unpredictable and may occur often in some patients. 

The only drug presently approved for the treatment of sickle cell disease is hydroxyurea, which has been shown to reduce the frequency of painful episodes. 

Males can experience abnormally painful erections. 
Cases of the disease are common among people where the burden of malaria is also high. 

Doctors says that if one parent has sickle cell anaemia and the other has a sickle cell trait, there is a 50 per cent chance of a child having the sickle cell disease and a 50 per cent chance of the child having sickle cell trait. 

And when both parents have sickle cell trait they have a 25 per cent chance of a child having sickle cell disease.

Ms Madinah Nakimbugwe, from Nasuuti in Mukono for example says, although their one and half-year-old son is a sickler, her husband and herself have never undergone a test for the disease.

Ms Nakimbugwe says they came to know about the status of their son at the age of seven months. This was after the baby was constantly anaemic. 

“When I took him for a checkup he was found with sickle cell disease. My son falls sick so often, a month can hardly pass without him falling sick,” she says.

According to Ms Nankanja, cases of sickle cell patients are on the rise.

It is estimated that over 25,000 children are born with the disease annually, but 80 per cent of these children die before celebrating their fifth birthday. 

She however says that the population of sickle cell patients in Uganda is not known but Mulago Hospital alone has registered 7,000 patients while the Sickle Cell Association has so far registered 14,000 patients countrywide.

She advises parents to go for a sickle cell check up before producing children as this could help to reduce on the number of children born with the disease.

Uganda Peacekeeping 

UPDF soldier killed in Somalia (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/667179 

ONE UPDF soldier in the Africa Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) was killed yesterday when militants attacked their convoy. 

According to a statement issued by AMISOM spokesperson Maj. Ba-Hoku Barigye, another soldier was injured in the attack. 

“This morning at about 7:45am, an AMISOM convoy was hit by an Improvised Explosive Device adjacent to the offices of immigration on K4-Airport road. The convoy was on routine duties of mine-sweeping the street. 

“As a result of the explosion, one soldier was killed, while another was injured. Both are from the Ugandan contingent,” Barigye said. 

“AMISOM condemns these cowardly, barbaric and unwarranted attacks on its troops who are genuinely carrying out an international peacekeeping mission. Such attacks, perpetrated by the enemies of peace, are intended to undermine the peace process which is gaining momentum,” he said. 

AMISOM, Barigye added, calls on all peace-loving Somalis to join in condemning and isolating elements opposed to peace, security and stability in Somalia. 

“These acts will neither deter nor intimidate AMISOM from continuing to help in the reconciliation and dialogue process in order to attain everlasting peace in Somalia.” 

However, international relations minister Henry Okello Oryem on Monday said Uganda was reviewing AMISOM’s role. 
He said consultations were ongoing to assess the magnitude of the risk facing the UPDF soldiers following the pull-out of Ethiopian forces from the volatile country. 

Defence minister Dr. Crispus Kiyonga and the chief of defence forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima, met their counterparts in Burundi over the weekend. 

Only Uganda and Burundi have sent forces to Somalia, accounting for the 3,000 forces serving on the mission there. Ghana, Nigeria, and South Africa had pledged to contribute forces towards that mission but have not met their pledges. 

In May 2006, four UPDF soldiers were killed and five were injured when they were hit by a roadside bomb. This brings to seven the number of Ugandan soldiers killed in the war-torn country since 2006.  
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