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Juba Peace Process
DR Congo to attack Ugandan rebels (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7436254.stm 

The Congolese army has agreed to take military action against Uganda's rebel Lord's Resistance Army. 

The decision comes after the LRA leader Joseph Kony failed to sign a peace agreement with the Ugandan government. 

He has been hiding in eastern DR Congo throughout recent peace talks, fearing he would be arrested for war crimes. 

A final peace deal was reached in March after almost two years of talks, but Mr Kony failed to turn up on several occasions to sign it. 

The chiefs of defence forces in Uganda, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as the UN Mission in Congo, Monuc, have been meeting in the Ugandan capital Kampala this week to find a military solution to the problem of the LRA. 

The BBC's Sarah Grainger in Kampala says their decision to allow the Congolese army to pursue the rebels on their territory, signals the end to a long period of negotiation between the LRA and the Ugandan government. 

Ugandan army spokesman Major Paddy Ankunda said there was "still room for peace talks if some people can convince the world that it can work out".
"But in our view, there is room also for taking military action on this group, which has up to now persistently shown that they are not ready to sign the peace agreement," he added. 

Throughout the peace talks, in the South Sudan capital Juba, Mr Kony remained in eastern DR Congo, while he and his top commanders were the subjects of arrest warrants issued by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. 

He is accused of numerous war crimes, including mutilating and abducting civilians and forcing thousands of children into combat. 

During the peace talks, the threat of attack by the LRA rebels receded from northern Uganda and security there has improved over the last two years. 

But our correspondent says there have been reports of the rebels attacking and abducting civilians in both eastern DR Congo and the Central African Republic, suggesting that the problem has been displaced, not removed. 

Have the Juba peace talks been in vain? (New Vision - OPINION)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/20/631687 

Letter from: Norbert Mao

After the flop of our mission to meet the LRA leader Joseph Kony, there was that last meeting before we all retreated back home (or as the Russians would say ‘advanced towards home’). 

At the meeting, the disappointed peace emissaries agreed to issue a communiqué. That communiqué denounced the actions of some unnamed ‘spoilers’ of the Juba peace process. No one could have foreseen the fury provoked by that aspect of the communiqué. 

After the trip, I had not had a look at my email for a while and I did not know that a volcanic fury had erupted among our people in the diaspora. During a long transit in Nairobi on my way to New York, I had a chance to read my emails and found a series of high voltage exchanges between those who thought the ‘spoilers’ should be blamed and those who insisted that the whole thing was a face- saving charade by the delegation that had been snubbed by Kony. 

Some people argued that the so-called spoilers were simply scapegoats for a failed peace mission. As I write now, Rwot Onen Achana II, some religious leaders, a few elders and opinion leaders are in London to meet our people in the diaspora and call for a unified front for peace. Going by the writings in the web-based Acholi discussion forum, the delegation will have an uphill task. I suspect that they will be challenged to make public the names of the suspected spoilers. Some of the postings I read said that the spoilers are not in the diaspora but rather in Uganda! 

Others said the International Criminal Court (ICC) is the biggest single obstacle to a peaceful settlement of the war in northern Uganda. In Gulu, people are talking about how the law of unintended consequences is operating in this ICC business. First, Uganda refers the case to the ICC and scores a diplomatic coup. The whole world sees Uganda as a country that is willing and able to bring perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity to justice. Uganda argues that the LRA are outside its jurisdiction and hence the need for international action. Yet many of the battles between the LRA and the UPDF were fought in South Sudan! When the ICC comes to investigate the crimes of the LRA, they are told that even the Uganda Government troops, the UPDF, should be investigated. 

No one knows for sure the extent to which there was a focus on the UPDF during the investigations, but last week a high level UN source told me that no evidence wase found against the UPDF warranting an indictment by the ICC. 

Thus, Uganda presents a watershed case for the ICC. It will make or break the credibility of the ICC. Many of the people in northern Uganda have no blind spot for the LRA but they have concluded that the ICC has decided to overlook the crimes of the UPDF. 

Analysts think that the instances where people were forced from their villages into the IDP camps amount to crimes against humanity. Given that more people have died or endured enforced misery as a direct result of the conditions in the IDP camps, this opinion is not far-fetched. It is for this reason that the Juba talks which were first touted as a ‘soft landing’ for the LRA turns out to be a ‘soft landing’ for all the warring parties. When you ask the ordinary people in Gulu whether they think Juba has been in vain, their answer is that Juba has delivered a peace and calm that they have not known for a long time. 

The evidence is there for all to see. IDPs are going back home. Business is beginning to boom. No more children commuting to town for fear of abduction by the LRA. Also, Juba has drawn attention to some of the historical grievances and underlying causes of the long conflict. Others see the LRA now as less of a Ugandan problem and more of a problem for the wider region. In the circumstances, it is therefore essential for our people at home and in the diaspora to realise what is really at stake and engage each other constructively rather than trading accusations. This will be the greatest influence on what happens next. 

We must not leave the world in doubt as to what we desire most. But for now, the fate of Juba hangs in the balance. The donors who have been paying the bills have not pledged any new money. Even the Cessation of Hostilities Monitoring Team may have to go home. The food supplies to the LRA will also run dry as a result. 

But one man can bring sanity. That man is Joachim Chissano. We hold our breath as we await the report he is to present to the Security Council. Only then will we be able to say whether the Juba Talks are alive or dead. 

On a lighter note, the Red Pepper brought some amusement to Gulu last Saturday when they published a tall tale of some old man from Bushenyi claiming to be my father! If the intention was to boost sales, the trick worked. The paper sold out. Others called me fuming. “These people are lusting after our land, now they want to grab our children!” I once read somewhere that maternity is a matter of fact and paternity is a matter of faith. That will continue to be so until the end of times. 

I laughed as I compared the story with similar cases of highly placed people in Uganda and elsewhere whose paternity has been the subject of speculation. From presidents to kings the controversy goes on. So I spoke to my father Dusman Okee to discuss how we can help the old man from Bushenyi. He said a few facts could be useful. My father is not Okee Komakech! Though Nilotics have many names, Komakech is not one of my father’s names. My mother is not Sikola Keishiki. My mother’s maiden name is Christine Bitwababo. Her ancestral home is Ngarama, Bukanga, Isingiro! My father and mother met in 1966. I was born in 1967. 

By 1968 I was already born! But people can be forgiven for getting dates wrong. What I doubt is whether one can get both names of an ex-lover totally wrong. The old man’s story linking the two of us therefore does not add up. As a lawyer I have handled cases where men claim to be fathers of infant children. 

This is the first time I hear of a man claiming to be the father of a man who is 41 years old! But why complain? Unless the old man from Bushenyi is a man in need of psychiatric attention, perhaps he is writing his will and I may land on some unexpected inheritance in Bushenyi. Why not? 

But on a serious note, the old man’s search is clearly not over. He needs to check his facts again and if there is any assistance he needs to find his long lost son, the chairman of Gulu District is at his disposal. Next time I am in Bushenyi I will visit him and offer him my counsel. 

Northern Uganda
Gulu IDPs demand clean water (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/631694 

Internally displaced people (IDPs), who have resettled in their villages, have threatened to return to the camps if the Government does not provide them with clean water. 

Over 300 residents of Lalworo village in Paicho sub-county, Gulu district, made the warning last Saturday while meeting Lt. Col. Francis Achoka-Ongom, the UPDF officer in charge of the resettlement programme. 

The meeting was aimed at collecting people’s views on how to ensure that displaced people return to their villages. Geoffrey Lukwiya, 26 said: “If the Government does not drill boreholes in this area, we shall go back to the camps where we had access to clean water.” 

He said they collect water from an unprotected well in Lamin-Obura village and it serves over 320 people. 

The residents were also concerned about the unexploded ordinances that were abandoned by the LRA rebels. 

Richard Lakwor, a resident, urged the Government to beef up security in the area, saying they live in fear because of the bad dreams they have about the atrocities committed by the LRA rebels. 

Florence Akwero, a mother of five and has three dependants, asked the Government to continue supplying them with farm implements and food till they harvest the crops in their gardens. 

The LC1 vice-chairman, Michael Olum, said lack of access roads to the villages, water, schools and health centres were some of the things that had made IDPs reluctant to return to their homes. 

Achoka-Ongom urged the people to remain calm and promised that the Government would provide the essential facilities in their villages. 

He said community roads would be opened up with the support of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Achoka-Ongom added that the Government had played a commendable role in clearing the areas known to have explosives and in taking the lead in educating the people on landmines.
LC5 chief woos IDPs to go home (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/631695 

AMURU LC5 chairman Omach Atube has assured IDPs who have returned to their villages that social services will be extended near to their villages. 

He said under the Peace, reconstruction and development programme, the Government, would construct roads and set up schools, health centres and water sources in villages. 

He explained that the programme would not be effectively implemented if people do not leave camps and return to their villages. 

Addressing residents of Awer IDP camp in Lamogi sub-county on Monday, he said the implementation of the development programme would start in July. 

The resident district commissioner, Edwin Yakobo Komakech, urged the people to take advantage of the current peace and rains to cultivate their gardens in villages.

Landmine survivors welcome ban on cluster bombs (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=78563 

Landmine survivors and campaigners in Uganda have welcomed the approval of a new comprehensive treaty to ban cluster bombs. 

"As people who have been on the forefront of this campaign, we see the approval of the treaty as a major breakthrough and we pray that countries stick to the treaty," Margaret Arach, the chairperson of the Uganda Landmine Survivors Association, told IRIN on 3 June. 

On 30 May, after 10 days of intense negotiations at the Dublin Diplomatic Conference in Ireland, some 110 countries approved a treaty banning the usage, production or transfer of cluster bombs. However, countries such as the United States, Russia and China opposed the treaty saying the bombs were useful on the battlefield. 

Arach said the bombs had killed and maimed many civilians and the ban was a "real" victory for humanity. 

"Whoever is opposing the treaty is totally against the existence of the human race," she said. "Some of us lost our body parts to such deadly bombs and cannot regain them." 

Cluster munitions or cluster bombs are air-dropped or ground-launched and eject a number of smaller sub-munitions (bomblets). The most common types are intended to kill enemy personnel and destroy vehicles. 

The treaty establishes a deadline for the destruction of all existing stocks of the weapons, and has since been hailed by thousands of campaigners around the world within the Cluster Munitions Coalition (CMC), a network of civil society organisations. 

The coalition says the treaty is as historical as the ban on anti-personnel landmines over a decade ago. It says cluster munitions were used in the northern Uganda war between the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) and the Uganda Peoples Defence Forces in Gulu. 

However, the army spokesperson, Paddy Ankunda, denied that the army had used the bombs during the war, saying it was aware of their consequences. Ankunda said that the bombs being collected in northern Uganda were used by the LRA. 

This, however, could not be confirmed but reports indicate the LRA had initially been better armed than the Ugandan army, sourcing many of its weapons from Sudan.
Piloya Monica, a victim of cluster bombs in northern Uganda and also chairperson of the Northern Uganda Landmine Survivors, said a number of people in northern Uganda were still vulnerable to the bombs in their villages of resettlement. 

"There are cases of so many unexploded bombs in villages where people are returning. [The] government should live up to its commitment of clearing these areas so that people are safe," she said. 

Monica added: "As victims in northern Uganda we are happy that our call is being taken seriously and we hope that there will be no [more] victims of such bombs in the future." 

Campaigners say cluster munitions do not distinguish between military targets and civilians so the humanitarian impact can be extreme. 

According to the CMC, 34 countries have produced more than 210 types of cluster munitions, while 14 states have used the weapons in at least 30 countries and territories. 

Of the 76 countries that have stockpiles of cluster munitions, 13 are African countries, according to the Coalition. 

Cluster bombs were first used in the Second World War and most of them were air-dropped, ground- or submarine-launched to release millions of bomblets. Cluster munitions are usually used to force suppression, destroy material and also block personnel movement. 

Abim, Lira urged to settle border row (New Vision) 
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/631696 

The lands minister, Daniel Omara Atubo, has called for a speedy resolution of a border conflict between Lira and Abim districts, reports Patrick Okino. 

In a letter to the LC5 chairman for Abim district, Norman Ochero, Atubo said: “As a top political leader, I believe you will be able to guide your people with a high level of national interest, facts and honesty based on the desire to promote peace and development.” 

Atubo said the boundaries of the two districts should be marked basing on the maps that would soon be delivered to the leaders of the two districts by the commissioner of surveys and mapping. 

There has been a border dispute between Abim and Lira districts for three years. The row started when the Abim authorities put a signpost at Olilim sub-county, about 2kms in Lira district. 

The UPDF 5th Division infantry in Pader district intervened in the wrangles after a group of armed men, suspected to have been from Abim, killed Yakobo Okello, a resident of Oket village in Orum sub-county over the conflict. 

Health 
Kasese HIV rate high (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/631709 
KASESE-The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the district is 11% compared to the national rate of 6%, the district health officer, Dr. Peter Mukobi, has said. He told district leaders during a meeting at Virina Gardens last week that many civil servants had died of AIDS. The LC5 chief, Julius Kithaghenda, urged the officers to live responsibly.

Museveni hails donors in fighting HIV/AIDS (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/631748 

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni has appreciated the support given to Uganda by global partners in fighting the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

“Without your support, we would not have reached where we are today.” 

He specifically thanked the UN agencies and the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

The President, who was on Tuesday addressing the ongoing Global HIV/AIDS implementers’ meeting in Kampala, also paid glowing tribute to the US government, especially President George Bush. 

He cited Bush’s support through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and increasing aid to Uganda by the US from $236m (sh386) to $283m (sh463b). 

Museveni, who was accompanied by his wife Janet, also thanked the Global Fund for resuming remissions to the country. 

He gave assurance that past mistakes, where resources from the body were mismanaged, would not be repeated because “mechanisms have been put in place to ensure proper use of the funds.” 

Former health minister Maj. Gen. Muhwezi and his deputies then, Capt. Mike Mukula and Dr Alex Kamugisha, have been charged with embezzling the funds. 

The five-day meeting at the Imperial Royale Hotel in Kampala is running under the theme Scaling-up-Through Partnership: Overcoming Obstacles to Implementation. It has attracted over 1,700 participants. 

Museveni observed that the theme was appropriate because it could help each country identify specific interventions that could lead to stemming the pandemic. 

He pointed out that Uganda was able to reduce the rate of HIV/AIDS prevalence because the major mode of transmission (sexual intercourse) was identified and tackled head on. 

The President, however, was dismayed by the stagnation of the prevalence rate at 6.4% today from 30% in 1986. 

Messages against the disease should warn the public, especially the youth, against reckless living, Museveni stressed. 

“The (Uganda) AIDS Commission should repackage its message to young people that anti-retroviral drugs (ARVs) are a second choice. The first choice should be to remain healthy and don’t fall sick.” 

He noted that the country had lost at least one million people to the scourge and two million children left orphaned, something which he said had slowed down development. 

“Although our economy is one of the fastest growing in the world, it could have grown faster by one percent more every year if it was not for HIV/AIDS.” 

The Government, he added, was emphasising behaviour change instead of condoms. 

“Our main method was behaviour change and it has worked. Many people are discouraging us, saying it is not possible. This is absolute nonsense.” 

The UNAIDS executive director, Dr. Peter Piot, said most interventions were focusing on treatment, but paying less attention to prevention. 

Tailoring the HIV response to fit the epidemic (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=78572 

"One-size-fits-all" HIV programmes are leaving huge gaps in the global response, and a better understanding of each country's unique epidemic is central to successful management of the pandemic. 

"Emerging information shows varied epidemics between countries, and varied epidemics within countries," said Susan Kasedde, of the UNAIDS regional support team for East and Southern Africa. "Poor analysis of evolving epidemics leads to poor strategic focus and continued misallocation of resources." 

Delegates learnt of this possible new approach to tackling the pandemic at the fourth HIV Implementer's Meeting in the Ugandan capital, Kampala. 

In Ghana, for example, prevalence in the general population is two percent, but is well over 70 percent among commercial sex workers; about three-quarters of HIV-positive Ghanaian men contracted the virus from a commercial sex worker, but less than one percent of HIV funding is dedicated to addressing sex work. 

Kasedde said it was important to examine trends in both the general population and specific groups within the general population, in order to gauge where the next infections were most likely to come from and correctly address gaps in existing programming. "We need to ask what should be done, versus what is being done." 

According to the Great Lakes Initiative on HIV/AIDS (GLIA), which is funded by the World Bank, the six countries in the Great Lakes Region – Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda – have fallen short in protecting some of the groups most at risk from the pandemic. 

Some of the vulnerable populations glaringly absent from most national AIDS programmes in the region are: long-distance truck drivers, fishermen and fisherwomen, the military, female sex workers, refugees and internally displaced people, women and girls affected by sexual violence, and prisoners. 

"Some sub-populations display higher-risk sexual behaviour, are in mobile occupations, are in contact with persons in mobile populations, or are exposed to violence and conflict, and as a result have higher median HIV prevalence than the general population in the Great Lakes Region," noted a January 2008 GLIA rapid analysis of HIV epidemiological data on vulnerable populations. 

In some countries that have identified specific groups as the key drivers of a concentrated epidemic, more focus is needed on the general population, and more analysis of possible bridging between the most at-risk groups and the general population. 

"In the Ukraine, we know that intravenous drug use, commercial sex work and men who have sex with men are the main drivers of the epidemic, but big pockets of the unknown remain,” said Ana Shakarishvili, from UNAIDS in the Ukraine. "There is a lack of research into overall sexual behaviour in the general population, and while we know that heterosexual transmission is on the rise, there are few incidence studies." 

As national epidemics evolve, so must the programmes created to deal with them. In eastern and southern Africa, for instance, it has become increasingly clear that male circumcision contributes to HIV risk reduction, but rolling out male circumcision has been sluggish in many countries in the region. 

"In Uganda we now know that most new HIV infections are occurring in stable relationships, in marriages, so more focus is needed on prevention within those relationships," said Flavia Kyomukama, of the National Forum for People Living with HIV/AIDS in Uganda. 

The implementers were also urged to "put the missing face of children" in their HIV programmes, because data showed that children's programmes were still woefully under-funded: globally, fewer than five percent of children in need of life-prolonging antiretroviral medication are receiving it. 

The conference was organised by the US President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the World Bank and UN agencies, so that HIV programme implementers could exchange ideas, share best practices and analyse trends in the global HIV/AIDS epidemic and response.

UNAIDS, Global Fund sign new pact (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/631749 

THE United Nations Programme on AIDS (UNAIDS) has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Global Fund, renewing their commitment to fight the pandemic. 

“We are starting a new phase in the fight against AIDS,” said Dr. Peter Piot, the UNAIDS executive director. 

The agreement, signed on Tuesday in Kampala, aims at achieving universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support by 2010. 

It also intends to improve the effectiveness of aid by financing national plans, consolidating grants and defining shared monitoring indicators with major partners. 

“Partnerships are an essential component in the fight against AIDS because the Global Fund is not a single funding entity,” said Michel Kazatchkine, the fund’s executive director. 

He revealed that the board had endorsed Round Eight of financial assistance, which will be launched later this year. 

The Global Fund was set up to finance a dramatic turn-around in the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. To date, it has committed $10.7b in 136 countries to support interventions against the three diseases.
Use funds properly – AIDS activists (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/631756 

REDIRECT funding to strategies that have proven most effective in the fight against HIV/AIDS, activists told governments yesterday. This was during the Global HIV/AIDS implementers’ meeting in Kampala. 

They also want policy makers to cater for the vulnerable groups so as to win the war against the pandemic. 

Too much funding is being wasted on ineffective strategies and ignoring vulnerable groups such as children, prisoners, sex workers, discordant couples, drug users and gays, they observed. 

They cited the effective strategies as condoms use, male circumcision and a reduction in the number of sexual partners for specific groups. 

It was also noted that in many countries, including Uganda, gays were persecuted and denied access to treatment. 

“In Egypt, 4,000 men have been executed since 1979,” said World Bank consultant David Wilson. 

Agnes Binagwaho from the Rwanda National Aids Commission said they did not have a programme for gays since they were not considered full citizens. 

She called for better child-centred interventions, treatment, counselling, care and support. 

Findings show that in recent years, there has been significant progress in reducing HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. 

“But for every two people starting treatment, another five are newly infected with the virus.” 

There is also need to involve people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS in the policymaking process, it was stated. 

The conference is sponsored by the Global Fund, UNAIDS, UNICEF, World Bank, World Health Organisation, Global Network of People Living With HIV/AIDS (GNP+) and the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. 

Global Food Crisis
Food Crisis Hits North (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=345000&apc_state=henh 

 Helen Ocen, a widow from the village of Ajul northwest of Lira in northern Uganda, is no stranger to the daily struggle to feed her family of six.

But faced wit steeply rising food prices that have hit Uganda, other African countries, and many parts of the developing world, that struggle has become more onerous.

“We eat one meal a day because our mother cannot afford the high food prices in the markets,” said Helen’s youngest son, Godfrey.

“This has made it very difficult for us to grow healthy,” said one of her daughters, Dorcus. “Sometimes we think if Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, did not kill our father, we would stand a chance of better health.”

Helen and her children are among nearly two million people in northern Uganda who have been displaced by a two-decades-long war waged by the LRA.

Although the conflict has effectively ended and the rebels are now in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, DRC, former refugees now face a dramatic rise in food costs as they try to reestablish their small-holdings and farms. 

According to Isaac Egong, who heads a local farmers’ group, former refugees who are now returning to their villages are the hardest hit by the price rises. Many only recently planted crops, and still need to buy food.

All varieties of beans have nearly doubled in cost and peas have increased by about a fifth, while corn has gone up by a third, millet nearly doubled and cabbage up by nearly two-thirds, he said. 

Food in the restaurants is available, but more expensive menus are putting off customers.

“We are now selling a plate of meat at 2,000 Ugandan shillings (1.25 US dollars), but we used to sell it at only 500,” said hotel operator Susan Omara. 

Much of the food in the north is brought in from other parts of Uganda, such as Mbale to the southeast and Kampala to the south.

Rising fuel and transportation costs have been blamed as major cause for food price increases.

Petrol now costs about 15 per cent more than it has in the recent past, and diesel is also up by about 20 per cent at most filling stations across the country.

Middlemen say obtaining food directly from growers in the villages is difficult because most are only now cultivating their traditional lands.

“It will take time for people to begin growing enough food as they did before the war,” explained Odongo.

University lecturer Dan Okello said the problem has been compounded by producers taking advantage of rising prices in South Sudan, Rwanda and DRC.

“Prices of the local goods will continue to rise as long as business communities continue to export commodities meant for local consumption to neighbouring markets,” he explained.

Agricultural officials in Lira such as Peter Ajungu said that the fuel prices have also affected the cost of agricultural production.

But he said the area’s farmers should produce enough this season to reduce the current increases in food costs.

Although Otim Ogonga, the government’s national agricultural advisory services coordinator, said he feared the north might face serious famine next year if an inadequate amount of rain does not fall across the region.

Ogonga advised farmers to plant crops which are resistant to drought.

Experts say rising prices have been compounded by natural disaster such as floods that afflicted the war zones of the north, as well as drought in other areas.

Uganda’s victims of widespread flooding last year “have not received the attention they deserve”, said Okello. “They remain in desperate need of resettlement kits, shelters, clothing, medical care and food.”

The flood swept away crops, roads and bridges, leaving entire communities isolated, and prompted the government to declare the area a disaster zone. Yet little has been done to address their problems.

About 22 billion shillings (about 1.3 million dollars), has been budgeted for the flood victims, but the aid has not reached most of them, said Okello.

“The money has disappeared into thin air and has not been accounted for,” he continued. “Some people are now taking one meal a day because they cannot afford the escalating food prices.”
UN increases food aid by $1.2bn (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7435265.stm 

The UN is to provide an additional $1.2bn (£613m) of food aid for 75 million people in the 60 nations hardest hit by rising food prices. 

The announcement was made by World Food Programme chief Josette Sheeran at a UN-sponsored summit in Rome. 

Also at the summit, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon said there was an "urgent need" for international policy guidelines on biofuel production. 

Food costs have reached a 30-year high, causing riots in several countries. 

Map showing impact of food price rises on trade balances

The crisis is believed to have pushed 100 million people into hunger worldwide. 

Challenge 

Ms Sheeran told a news conference that unless the international community acted quickly, the number of people in dire poverty could double.
"With soaring food and fuel prices, hunger is on the march and we must act now," she said. 

Mr Ban said $15bn-$20bn (£7.6bn-£10.2bn) would be needed each year to boost food production to combat hunger. 

He said he was encouraged that leading nations were beginning to recognise the size of the challenge, and singled out the French President, Nicolas Sarkozy, for praise. 

On Tuesday Mr Sarkozy pledged $1.5bn over five years, specifically aimed at boosting production in Africa. 

But Mr Ban added that, while he detected an increasing sense of urgency from leading nations about the food crisis, the international trade system needed to be made to work more effectively to make food available at reasonable prices. 

He also called for more research into the impact of biofuels on the food crisis. 

The International Food Policy Research Institute says biofuels are behind 30% of the global food price rises, while the US says biofuels are responsible for 2-3% of the rise.
The head of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick, called for the lifting of trade barriers that contribute to food price inflation. 

"We need an international call to remove export bans and restrictions," Mr Zoellick told the news conference. 

He told delegates the priority should be providing seeds, fertiliser and animal feed to farmers, before the planting season ends. 

Kofi Annan, the former UN secretary general, said the solution to the current world food crisis had to include financial support for African farmers. 

Attending the Rome conference in his new role as the chair of Agra, the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, he said the African farmer was the only farmer in the world that still took all the risks, often operating without financial support, expertise or safety nets. 

Pledges of aid continued at the summit on Wednesday. 

The World Food Programme announced an extra $1.2bn in assistance for 60 of the hardest hit nations. 

Food and Agriculture Organisation director General Jacques Diouf announced that the Islamic Development Bank would give $1.5bn (£766m) in aid to farmers in the poorest countries. 

The FAO is hosting the conference, which ends on Thursday. 
UN teams up with Green Revolution group to boost African food production (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26904&Cr=food&Cr1=crisis 

4 June 2008
Key United Nations agencies have announced a new partnership with the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) to boost food production in Africa’s breadbasket regions and to support smallholder farmers.

The agreement was signed today by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and AGRA in Rome at the High-Level Conference on World Food Security.

“Unlocking the potential of agriculture in Africa is a huge challenge, but it can be done,” FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said today in a statement. “This initiative is an important contribution to reduce the number of more than 200 million hungry people in sub-Saharan Africa by boosting food production and productivity, and improving the livelihoods of millions of people in rural areas.”

The new partnership will focus on increasing food production in “breadbasket areas” – regions in Africa with relatively good rainfall, soils, infrastructure and markets. The agreement calls for the sharing of agricultural development innovations along with careful environmental monitoring.

“We must implement immediate solutions for today’s crisis and do so in the context of a long-term concerted effort to transform smallholder agriculture, to increase productivity and sustainability, and to end poverty and hunger,” Kofi Annan, Chairman of the Board of AGRA and former UN Secretary-General, said today.

Per capita food production has declined in Africa for the past 30 years and farm productivity in Africa is just one-quarter of the global average. Today, more than 200 million people are chronically hungry in the region, and 33 million children under the age of five are malnourished. 

The FAO called today for bold pro-poor policies to help transform smallholder agriculture, more investment to improve soil and water management, more adaptable new crop varieties, improved access to seeds and fertilizers, and better roads and communications in rural areas.

“Smallholder producers constitute the largest group of economic actors but are often the poorest segment of the population in sub-Saharan Africa,” IFAD President Lennart Båge said. He added that his organization would “help lift the rural poor from poverty by expanding their production capacity, strengthening their institutions and voice, and improving their access to critical markets.”

WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran said the new partnership would use its purchasing power to contribute to a green revolution in Africa and to the development of markets.

“WFP is delighted to work with AGRA, a critical player who will help stimulate agriculture production,” she said. “Together with FAO and IFAD, we can bring major improvements to the lives of small-scale producers and food-insecure farmers all across Africa, and help reduce hunger and vulnerability.”

In a related development, the FAO announced today that it has committed $17 million in start-up funds to provide small farmers in some of the poorest African countries with seeds, fertilizers and other support to help them increase production for the upcoming planting seasons.

Long-term, the FAO said that a total of $1.7 billion is needed in the countries most affected by the global food crisis, to revive agricultural systems that have been neglected for several decades.

Bad ethanol, good ethanol (IRIN)
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=78576 

Biofuel is in the dock at the global food summit in Rome this week, with counties divided over whether it is the villain behind food insecurity, or the cheap energy of the future. 

At issue is the impact of grain-based biofuels on food prices - now at their highest levels since the 1970s - and a related wrangle over bioenergy subsidies. But there is also, increasingly, a rethink of how "green", or eco-friendly, biofuel really is. 

"There is no agreement on the impact of grain-based biofuel on food prices," Alexander Müller, Assistant Director-General of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), told IRIN. Various studies and think-tanks have come up with estimates of the impact of biofuel on food prices that range from 10 percent to 60 percent. 

Neither is there consensus on government handouts to farmers and industry, or the long-term impact of biofuel. "It is like the Kyoto Protocol [on global warming] - you cannot expect agreement within three days," said Luka Alinovi, a senior FAO food security advisor. 

The simmering debate was brought to the boil by Jacques Diouf, the head of FAO, who trashed subsidies for diverting cereal production away from food and into fuel in his opening remarks at the summit on Tuesday. 

The authoritative International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) has estimated that bioenergy accounts for 30 percent of the recent food price inflation. A report by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) concluded that biofuels were responsible for a 60 percent increase in the consumption of cereals and edible oils between 2005 and 2007. 

Ed Schafer, the US secretary for agriculture, told journalists the US administration - a heavy provider of subsidies - believed biofuels accounted for just three percent of food inflation, and should not be a focus of the conference. 

Good ethanol vs bad ethanol 

Brazil, one of the world's largest producers of biofuel, was eager to differentiate between its sugarcane-based ethanol and the grain-derived fuels produced in the US and some OECD countries. 

"Sugar-cane ethanol in Brazil is not a threat to the Amazon [River basin], it does not take land out of food production, nor does it take food off the tables ... There is good ethanol and bad ethanol," Lula da Silva, Brazil's president, told the summit. 

"Corn ethanol can only compete with sugarcane ethanol when it is shot up with subsidies and shielded behind tariff barriers," a remark that evoked a strong response from the US. 

Brazil, Schafer hit back, had provided support to the biofuel sector for decades, even encouraging state-owned buses to run on ethanol. "We have only just begun to walk down that path." 

Rocketing fossil-based fuel prices and the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions have led many countries to pursue ethanol production. But is biofuel the answer? And is it really green? 

The maize ethanol produced in the US may cut greenhouse emissions by 10 to 30 percent, compared to petroleum; but ethanol produced from sugarcane or cellulose could slash environment-damaging gases by 90 percent or even more, according to an IFPRI study. 

Besides, there is "mounting evidence that biofuel mandates are actually accelerating climate change by driving the expansion of agriculture into critical habitats, such as forests and wetlands," said a briefing paper released at the summit by Oxfam, the UK-based development agency. 

John Holmes, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, told journalists that the answer perhaps lay in the development of second-generation biofuels, produced from the residual non-food parts of crops, such as stems, leaves and husks, and also from biowaste like wood chips, skins and pulp. 

"The debate around biofuels is an evolving one; a few years ago, biofuel was hailed as the best thing that could have happened," said Alinovi. "We can still produce ethanol without comprising food security and cropland." 

Müller was hopeful that a consensus would be reached at the summit - an anticipation echoed by the US delegation. Schafer told journalists on Wednesday that there could be agreement on "acceptable language" in biofuel discussions. 
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