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Juba Peace Process
Museveni vows to destroy LRA’s Kony (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Museveni_vows_to_destroy_LRA_s_Kony.shtml 

President Yoweri Museveni announced yesterday that his government is ready to “destroy” the Lord’s Resistance Army rebel leader, Joseph Kony.

Kony, currently believed to be hiding in the DR Congo Garamba forest, has since refused to sign a final peace settlement to the 20-year-old rebel insurgency in northern Uganda. 

The sticking point appears to be the arrest warrants issued by the International Criminal Court for Kony, and some of his generals. Kony says he will not sign a peace deal until the warrants are withdrawn. 

Giving his annual State of the Nation address in Parliament yesterday, Mr Museveni assured Ugandans that the army is ready to flush Kony out of the DRC if President Joseph Kabila and the UN give Uganda a go-ahead.

“I can assure all of you Ugandans that Kony cannot disturb the peace in northern Uganda given the nature of professionalism of the Uganda Peoples Defence Forces. We now have sophisticated equipment and are ready to respond,” he said. 

“Since Kony is in Congo, it is now the responsibility of Kabila and the UN to call on us. Incase Congo asks for our assistance, we are ready and prepared to go and destroy him,” Mr Museveni added.

He warned that if Kony comes back to Uganda, the army shall “destroy” him like it did in Teso region.

He noted that the security of the country “is excellent” adding that the army is ready to deal with any armed forces that may pose a threat to the security of the country.

The President’s strong warning to the LRA comes as a result of the failed peace talks.

Early this week the army announced that the negotiations are no more since Kony has not responded positively and that they would use a military approach to silence him with full support of other countries in the Great Lakes region.

Commenting on the rising crime rates in the country, President Museveni warned that whoever shall be found in possession of a gun illegally will be courtmartialled.

“We are going to try all those found with guns in the court martial. Let us save you [referring to the Chief Justice Benjamin Odoki] from dealing with those caught with guns,” he said. 

He said when such criminals are tried in the court martial, “Uganda will remain peaceful”.

“Those holding guns are volunteers and they were not recruited by the army. Let’s deal with them once and for all,” he said.
Uganda, Sudan and Congo agree to fight LRA rebels (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL05475920.html  

5 Jun 2008,
Uganda, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo have agreed to jointly fight the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels if peace talks with its elusive leader Joseph Kony fail, a military official said on Thursday.

Kony snubbed mediators in April after raising hopes that he would sign a peace deal to end over two decades of war in Uganda's north that has killed tens of thousands of people and displaced two million more.

"The three countries have agreed to launch military operations against Joseph Kony and his men, because he has demonstrated that he is not interested in peace at all," said Major Paddy Ankunda, Uganda's military spokesman.

"As usual Kony has used the peace process to recruit, abduct and rearm himself to fight on," he added. 

The military chiefs of the three countries finalised the deal on Tuesday. Uganda has called for a multinational regional force in the past. 

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni ios due on Thursday to make a national address, in which, officials said, he would try to convince Ugandans why a military offensive is needed.

A security source in Kampala said that Kony had established bases in Congo and the Central African Republic. The rebels have also used Sudan as a base in the past.

Human rights groups say the rebels have abducted hundreds of children in recent months in those countries.

Kony and two of his deputies are wanted for multiple war crimes such as massacres, rapes and abducting children to use as sex slaves and fighters in the 21-year civil war.

Talks between the LRA and Uganda, which began in 2006 in south Sudan's capital Juba, have been credited with returning calm to Uganda's north.

Members of the rebel delegation in Juba called for patience.

"We should not give up. We should give Joseph more time to tell the world what his problem is with the peace deal," lead rebel negotiator James Obita said on a Ugandan radio station. "There is still a chance to talk peace and sign the peace agreement," he said.

The U.N. envoy for the Great Lakes region and former Mozambique president Joaqim Chissano was expected in Juba on Thursday to meet the LRA delegation.

Uganda announced earlier this week that it sought U.S. support to fight the rebels if talks fail.
Uganda and its neighbours agree to fight LRA chief (AFP)

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5gqaoC8Qggi-2C7IvKmb4uRZ0ghmQ 

Uganda has agreed with its neighbours Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo to attack the Lord's Resistance Army rebel chief Joseph Kony if he spurns peace talks, an army spokesman said Thursday.

Ugandan army spokesman Paddy Ankunda did not say when the offensive against Kony -- believed to be in jungles between Central African Republic, the DRC and southern Sudan -- would begin.

"Military chiefs from Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan have agreed that if Kony does not want to talk peace he should be attacked," Ankunda told AFP.

He said the operation, agreed on in Kampala this week, would be headed by the DRC army backed by the United Nations Mission in the vast central African nation, MONUC.

Kony failed to show up for the signing of a final accord with Kampala on April 10 in southern Sudan, saying he needed more information on criminal charges against him and other LRA members, disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration of his fighters.

He said he would sign the agreement once the issues have been addressed.

LRA chief negotiator James Obita said the decision to attack thwarts peace efforts.

"Any sensible person considers such agreement by those parties to use military option against the LRA as not good for peace," Obita said.

"Let them give us the last chance. It is pointless for them to refuse to talk peace."

The LRA supremo, a semi-literate former altar boy, took charge in 1988 of a regional rebellion among northern Uganda's ethnic Acholi minority.

Twenty years of fighting have left tens of thousands dead and displaced two million people, mainly in northern Uganda. Several thousand have also been killed in southern Sudan, where the LRA has camps. 

After Failed Talks With Rebels Uganda Considers Military Route (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-06-05-voa50.cfm 

Nearly a month since the Lord's Resistance Army leader skipped a third gathering to sign the agreement with the Ugandan government in the Southern Sudanese capital, Juba, Uganda's military announced plans for a military operation against the group.

Ugandan military spokesman Paddy Ankunda says the troops for the mission will be provided by the Democratic Republic of the Congo, or DRC, where many of the rebel troops have been based in recent years. 

"The DRC government has decided to attack the Lord's Resistance Army because ever since they refused to sign the peace agreement, they have been killing Congolese. And therefore it has been decided that the DRC will lead this operation," he said.

Ankunda says the operation will begin by the end of June and that the governments of Uganda and Southern Sudan will provide intelligence and "moral support". A spokesman for the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Congo, Jean-Paul Dietrich, told VOA that the mission will offer logistical assistance.

During two years of peace negotiations, Ugandan officials have several times previously threatened military action. And Ankunda says the government is still open to further talks with Kony. 

"There is a door open for the talks and for those who can trace Kony and rediscover the initiative to engage in peace talks they still have an opportunity and the government will support them fully," Ankunda said.

But Ankunda has also said that Kony has shown himself unwilling to engage in the peace process, a view shared by many observers. 

"Kony showed very little evidence of good faith in participating in the negotiations. He was unwilling to meet with the U.N. Special Envoy to Northern Uganda. He moved away from the site of the talks into a base in CAR. He was even unwilling to meet with members of his own negotiating team. It's very difficult to speculate about Kony's motives. I think he's demonstrated to be an unreliable negotiator," said Matt Levinger, a program officer at the U.S. Institute of Peace in Washington, D.C.

Levinger says he has been skeptical of a military approach, noting that the Ugandan government has failed in previous attempts to deal with the group by force. And with bases in the DRC and Central African Republic, and a continued presence in Southern Sudan, the LRA has become a thoroughly regional security problem.

The operation announced by Uganda, with cooperation from DRC, Sudan and the U.N., appears to go some distance in providing a regional approach. But Tim Allen of the London School of Economics cautions that even a regional military operation will face challenges.

"I wouldn't underestimate the military capacities of the LRA. After all, they ran rings around the Ugandan army when it went into Southern Sudan. They are a formidable fighting force in that kind of terrain. They've always operated in small units and they have a considerable amount of discipline and military capacity. I'm not suggesting that they're going to invade large areas or something like that, but I don't think it will be straightforward to simply take them out, so to speak," he said.

Allen says the LRA used financial support it received during the peace talks to obtain more weapons, and used the lull in fighting to recruit more soldiers. Human Rights Watch accuses the rebels of abducting at least 100 people since February in Southern Sudan, Eastern Congo and the Central African Republic. The LRA is infamous for the forced recruitment of child soldiers, though Allen says research he has conducted in the North indicates that the LRA may in fact have abducted more adults than children.

Additionally, the operation will be led by the DRC military, which has had trouble dealing with its own insurgent groups in the country's east, including Rwandan Hutu rebels and a group led by former General Laurent Nkunda. It is also unclear how well the operation will be able to pursue the LRA in the Central Africa Republic, where it has been increasingly active recently.

While the security threat posed by the LRA has become more regionalized the grievances of Uganda's marginalized northern population remain as present as ever. 

"The economic growth that has occurred in Uganda since the mid 1980s which has been quite impressive in African terms has been almost entirely concentrated in the south. So there are clearly very serious issues to deal with at the national level to promote integration in the country as a whole," said Allen.

Levinger says the Ugandan government can do more to promote economic and political engagement with the north separate from its approach to the LRA. 

"I would be curious to see whether it might be possible for the Ugandan government to create some kind of formal channel for Northerners to express concerns without engaging the LRA.  In other words to create a parallel process to what has been tried at Juba, excluding the LRA but seeing if there are other parties in the North that might be talked to," he said.

Indeed Allen emphasizes that other parts of the north, beyond those directly affected by the war, have also been neglected. Western governments have been heavily involved in northern Uganda, from facilitating the peace process to funding extensive development projects. But unless there is a fundamental shift in the central government's approach to the North, Allen says, the problems will continue.

"Donors who basically are funding so much of the public services in Uganda have to use their influence and financial clout to push for some arrangement in which the country becomes a whole in some sense, because the longer it goes on as it is the worse it's going to get and the grievances in northern Uganda will get more serious over time," he said.

For now there is an understandable focus on efforts to finally bring an end to a war that has killed tens of thousands and displaced an estimated two million. But a military solution or peace agreement will still leave challenges for Uganda's north.
Give peace a chance in northern Uganda – chief (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL05105969.html 

LONDON, June 5 (Reuters) - Military action against the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) could plunge northern Uganda into another nightmare of fear and misery, the leader of the tribe most affected by the rebel group's insurgency said on Thursday.

Uganda's army says it has agreed with Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo to jointly fight the cult-like LRA if peace talks with its elusive leader Joseph Kony fail.

But Rwot David Acana, the paramount chief of the Acholi tribe of which Kony and his fighters are also members, said the gains of 18 months of fragile peace were too precious to squander on a hasty resort to military strikes.

"The military option should wait," he told Reuters in an interview. "Let's explore peaceful means... The people at home still have hope. If they have hope at home, the international community should also have hope."

Acana was in London to urge the British government -- a key donor to Uganda -- to keep supporting the peace process.

Kony snubbed mediators in April after raising hopes that he would sign a final peace deal to end over two decades of war that has killed tens of thousands and displaced 2 million more.

The former alter boy and his fighters are thought to move between camps in northeast Congo and neighbouring Central African Republic. The rebels have also used Sudan as a base in the past, terrorising the Acholi people with cross-border raids.

Kony is wanted by the International Criminal Court for multiple war crimes including massacres, rapes and abducting thousands of children to use as fighters and sex slaves.

Acana, an observer at the peace talks, met Kony in September and made contact through intermediaries in late April after the LRA leader failed to show up at a signing ceremony on the Sudan-Congo border.

"As far as the signals go that I'm getting personally now, he still saying he hasn't abandoned the talks," he said.

At the height of the conflict, 90 percent of the Acholi population was forced into squalid camps for the displaced, leaving them vulnerable to disease, hunger and abduction by rebels. Studies showed the conflict claimed 1,000 lives a day.

Acana said the percentage of Acholi people in the camps had fallen to 38 percent thanks to the peace process -- although many returnees were still living a precarious half-way existence under the shadow of the war.

"They are not entirely abandoning the main camps," he said. "They are still putting their valuable assets in the camps. If there's any military action, then there will be a reflex action and they'll suddenly go back."

Rather than resorting to force and risking a full-scale resumption of LRA atrocities, he said the challenge was to help northern Ugandans repair their shattered livelihoods and make peace "irreversible".

"The people should be assisted in getting back their status, getting back their dignity," he said.
Africa's Messiah of Horror (Washington Post - OPINION)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/06/05/AR2008060503430.html 
By Michael Gerson

A friend, the head of a major aid organization, tells how his workers in eastern Congo a few years ago chanced upon a group of shell-shocked women and children in the bush. A militia had kidnapped a number of families and forced the women to kill their husbands with machetes, under the threat that their sons and daughters would be murdered if they refused. Afterward the women were raped by more than 100 soldiers; the children were spectators at their own private genocide. 

This is ultimately the work and trademark of a single man: Joseph Kony, the most carnivorous killer since Idi Amin. As the military and spiritual leader of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), Kony is a combination of serial murderer and cult leader. He raises armies of captured boys, who are often forced to kill their neighbors and engage in cannibalism to sever all their ties of community and conscience. Girls are kidnapped into sexual and domestic slavery. Kony has a messiah complex -- all must prostrate themselves in his presence -- but he is a messiah in reverse, who sheds his humanity instead of assuming it. 

After a decade-long campaign of intimidation in northern Uganda that displaced more than 1.5 million people into camps, Kony finally seemed to be cornered and running out of options. With his forces chased into Garamba National Park in the northeast of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kony's emissaries entered peace talks two years ago and promised demobilization.
A peace agreement ceremony was set for April 10 in the Sudanese town of Ri-Kwangba near the Congo border. Hundreds of delegates, journalists and observers arrived. But after a series of confused excuses -- too many people, not enough security -- it became clear that Kony had no intention of showing up or giving up. "The people speaking for Kony, it turned out, weren't speaking for Kony at all," says a frustrated U.S. official. 

In fact, Kony has used the peace-negotiation lull to rebuild his power. He has issued orders to abduct 1,000 new "recruits" from Congo, the Central African Republic and south Sudan. Since late February, he has begun training between 200 and 300 kidnapped children at a camp in northeastern Congo. Agents of the LRA in the region have supplied satellite phones, tents, generators and uniforms. LRA forces have dug up weapons caches, attacked barracks in south Sudan to obtain weapons, and established at least six new bases along the Sudanese border. 

All this makes Kony more than a moral menace; he is a regional threat. The government of Sudan -- the author of the Darfur genocide -- has historical ties to the LRA, which Khartoum once used as a proxy to fight Uganda's government. According to some reports, those contacts between the Sudanese regime and the LRA have now resumed. After last month's unsuccessful attack by Darfur rebels on Khartoum, Sudan's capital, the regime may again be looking for a proxy to engage its enemies -- this time in Darfur or neighboring Chad. In this part of Africa, there is a market for useful thugs -- and Kony is a particularly effective one. 

What should be done? 

First, the U.S. State Department needs to finally put Kony on its terrorism list. He deserves that designation by any definition -- including the narrow standard of threatening the lives of Americans in the past. This designation would give the president more latitude in tracking the threat from Kony, and eventually dealing with it. The executive decision to define Kony as a terrorist has been made, but it has been held up by State Department bureaucracy. 

Second, American defense and intelligence officials will need to be tasked with keeping close tabs on Kony's whereabouts. If he begins to move north to interfere in Sudan or returns to the killing fields of northern Uganda, America needs to know. 

Third, the time has arrived for those countries with stakes in the region -- Congo, Uganda, the Central African Republic, Britain, France and America -- to deal with Kony himself. A report by Enough, a project of the International Crisis Group and the Center for American Progress, calls for a "military strategy to apprehend Kony and disband the rest of the LRA." It is overdue. 

We are seeing the second coming -- surrounded by an army of children and trailing clouds of death -- of Joseph Kony. If this is not a cause for horror -- and a justified cause for international action -- it is difficult to imagine what would be.
‘Diaspora Acholi sustain LRA war’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Diaspora_Acholi_sustain_LRA_war.shtml 

A government official has said supporters of the LRA in the Diaspora are planning to perpetuate the war in northern Uganda and urged their apprehension as part of a strategy to contain the rebel group.

Col. Walter Ochora, who chairs the district security team, said he was in possession of a recorded phone call in which Mr Onen Balgara, an LRA coordinator, based in London, spoke of a new army to continue the rebellion in the north.

“I gave the list of those Acholi who I have evidence are in support of the LRA continuing the war to anyone who wants to listen,” Mr Ochora said in a radio interview with 93.3 KFM on Wednesday evening. 

“They have a new army and they plan to start ambushes anytime,” he said adding that the Chief of Staff of the new army is Nyeko Gulu. 

The revelations come as government officials step up rhetoric to isolate supporters of the LRA abroad. 

International NGO’s such as the Washington-based ENOUGH project are urging the identification and prosecution of LRA supporters in western capitals to cutoff support for the rebels as part of a broader plan to contain the LRA militarily.

“The US and the UK should sponsor a resolution through the UN Security Council to investigate Diaspora members undermining peace efforts, and then provide information to the council to expedite further action by the Council,” ENOUGH said in a report on the northern Uganda peace process released last month.

“A list of spoilers should be made public and the Security Council should impose targeted sanctions against these individuals.”

On June 2, Col. Ochora told a crowd at Olwal camp for the internally displaced that he had given the names of LRA collaborators including that of Mr Balgara and Nyeko to the United Nations.

Northern Uganda
Civil war pushes stress levels to record high in Uganda (Guardian)

http://www.guardian.co.uk/katine/2008/jun/05/development.uganda 

Uganda has among the highest rates of post-traumatic stress and depression ever recorded among refugees, according to the results of a study published this week.

More than 20 years of civil war in the north of the country has left many people highly traumatised and in poor health due to a lack of medical care and access to food and water.

The study, conducted by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) and Gulu University in Uganda, found that the rates of symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and depression among refugees in Uganda were higher than those recorded for displaced groups in other conflict areas, such as Afghanistan, Croatia and along the Thai-Burma border.

Researchers interviewed 1,210 adults displaced by fighting between the Lords Resistance Army and government troops to assess their exposure to traumatic events and measure their levels of PTSD and depression.

They found that more than half (54%) displayed symptoms of PTSD and more than two thirds (67%) showed signs of depression.

Up to 2 million people have been displaced because of civil war, which began in 1987. Over the last two decades, LRA insurgents have terrorised the northern regions, attacking towns, killing and raping men and women and abducting thousands of children, who have been forced to fight, work or become sex slaves.
Residents of Katine sub-county are among those who have suffered under the rebel group, reporting the kidnapping of children, some of whom have not returned home, violent attacks and stolen goods and livestock.

Peace negotiations between the LRA and the government have been ongoing since 2006, but a deal has proved elusive. The most contentious issue appears to be the arrest warrants issued by the International Criminal Court for the LRA leader, Joseph Kony, and some of his generals. Kony says he will not sign a peace deal until the warrants are withdrawn. The ICC says the warrants will stand.

Over the past two years, Kony and his army have gradually moved their bases to the Democratic Republic of Congo and more recently to the Central African Republic and northern Uganda is now experiencing a semblance of peace. But while some people are making their way back to their home towns and villages, up to 80% of the population of Gulu, Amuru, Kitgum and Pader districts are still considered displaced, and an estimated 85% still live in government camps.

The study, published in BMC Psychiatry magazine, questioned people in two of the districts, Gulu and Amuru – 60% of whom were women - in 2006. More than two thirds had been displaced for more than five years and just over 40% had lived in two or more camps.

Three quarters of those questioned said they had witnessed or experienced the murder of a family member or friend and more than half reported having been beaten or tortured. More than 40% said they had been kidnapped and 14% had been raped or sexually abused (of these around 8% were men).

The vast majority (90%) said they had experienced lack of food or water and two thirds had been ill without medical care because of the fighting.

Women were found to be twice as likely as men to show symptoms of PTSD and more than four times as likely to exhibit signs of depression.

"This study provides evidence of extremely high exposure to traumatic events suffered by civilians in Gulu and Amuru districts of northern Uganda and indicates widespread human rights abuses," said the report.

"The levels or PTSD and depression recorded in this study are amongst the highest recorded globally using similar methodologies amongst displaced and conflict-affected populations."

Bayard Roberts, research fellow on the conflict and health programme at LSHTM, said many of the traumatic events experienced by the interviewees had occurred while they lived in government refugee camps. Some 93% told researchers they did not feel safe in the camps, due to fears of further attack, outbreaks of disease and worries about limited access to food and medical care.

"This suggests that although the camps have been specifically set up to protect civilians, that is not the case," said Roberts.

He added that the huge impact of the fighting on civilians in a relatively small, densely populated area meant it was plausible for symptoms of mental trauma to be higher in Uganda than in countries such as Afghanistan.

The study called on the Ugandan government and the international community to "strengthen" support for people in camps to help reduce mental health problems and further exposure to trauma.

While better security in the area in the two years since the study was carried out has meant living conditions have not got worse, not much has improved, says Roberts. "Hundreds of thousands of people are still living in limbo."

The report concluded: "A meaningful resolution to the conflict in northern Uganda would facilitate a return by IDPs [internally displaced persons] back to their homes, support a healing process, and help IDPs rebuild their lives."

Three parents held over kids' education (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/631968 

THREE parents in Lira district, who withdrew their children from a Universal Primary Education (UPE) school to engage them in farming, have been arrested. Samuel Obot, Martin Opio and Morris Okullo are residents of Ayira parish in Barr sub-county. 

The sub-county chief, James Aula, said they picked up the trio after their children came to the sub-county headquarters complaining that their parents had forced them to go digging. 

Aula said law enforcers arrested the accused on Monday and detained them at the sub-county. 

He added that the pupils were two girls and a boy.

Land disputes top Lira crime list (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/631969 

CRIMES arising from land disputes dominate the cases registered at the Central Police Station. 

The community liaison officer, Jodaga Gemunamelo, said most of the complaints were of assault, adding that they were holding 18 suspects over land disputes, defilement and theft. 

“We can mediate between the parties involved in land disputes but if they reject our advice, they are free to seek legal redress from the Chief Mmagistrates’ Court.” 

The Police chief, however, noted that the crime rate in the district had drastically reduced due to the community policing programme. He said fewer rape cases were also being reported.
Health 
Court stops DDT spraying in the north (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/632009 

SPRAYING the DDT pesticide in northern Uganda should stop, the High Court in Kampala has ruled. This followed a petition, filed by nine groups of produce farmers, traders and conservationists. 

The health ministry launched indoor residual spraying of DDT in Apac and Oyam districts in February in an effort to kill mosquitoes, which spread malaria. 

The ministry was planning to roll out the drive countrywide. 

However, court stopped the exercise on May 30 and gave the complainants 14 days within which to file their main petition. 

The petitioners are Lango Cooperative Union, Lango Organic Farming Promotion, Dunavant (U) Ltd, Bo Weevil (U) Ltd, Shares (U) Ltd, Outspan Enterprises, Kyagalanyi Coffee, Bakwanye Trading and Pro Biodiversity Conservationists in Uganda. 

The firms accuse the ministry of not adhering to the rules set by the National Environment Management Authority and not adequately sensitising residents on the effects of DDT. 

They also accused the ministry of not observing precautions on storage of crops, handling of utensils and farm implements. 

They contend that the buyers of their produce abroad had threatened to stop buying if traces of DDT were found in them. 

DDT spraying, they observed, must be done in strict adherence to the World Health Organisation guidelines. 

But health state minister Dr. Emmanuel Otaala insists that sensitisation was done and the people supported the spray. 

He added that they were yet to receive the injunction “but we shall follow what it tells us as we wait for the Attorney General to take the next step.” 

Statistics from the health ministry indicate that 320 people die everyday in Uganda due to malaria complications.
Rukungiri to start indoor spraying (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/631977 

MALARIA has become the leading cause of death in Rukungiri district, reports Cris Magoba. 

The disease also accounts for 45% of patients who visit health units, the district health officer, Dr. Zepher Karyabakabo, has said. 

Karyabakabo said in the rest of the country, malaria patients constitute 30% of people at health centres. 

He was on Wednesday speaking during a sensitisation meeting for district leaders on residual indoor spraying against mosquitoes that cause malaria. Spraying with a chemical called ICON is due to start this month in nine sub-counties in the district. 

Karyabakabo said in other districts where indoor spraying was used, there was evidence that malaria had reduced. 

“If we could have insecticide-treated nets in addition to spraying, we could save money for other things,” Karyabakabo said, adding that in neighbouring Kabale and Kanungu districts, where residual spraying was done, the use of the malaria drug, Coartem, had reduced. 

He said Coartem was expensive and if it was not subsidised by the Government, it would cost sh25,000 a dose. 

Karyabakabo allayed the participants’ fears about the side-effects of ICON, explaining that the insecticide was not harmful to human beings unless it gets into direct contact with food. He said in future, the government might use DDT because it is cheaper. 

“My experience in public health is that people will always be suspicious. Eventually, we may use DDT. When that time comes, we will call you and sensitise you. So do not open that debate now.” 

The resident district commissioner, Dan Kaguta, also argued that people have always used indoor spraying to kill vectors.

New anti-malaria product tested (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/632011 

MALARIA could be wiped out in Uganda if the Government approves the use of non-toxic natural plant extracts that have been proved to be effective in the fight against the disease in Egypt and South Africa. 

“We have sent our proposals to the Ministry of Health and National Environment Management Authority for approval. We want the project to be included in the national plan to eradicate malaria,” said Dr. Walid A. Aly, the project manager of the Innovative Research and Development. 

“The vectors, which will be developed in laboratories, kill the larvae of mosquitoes that cause malaria. They are friendly to the environment,” Walid, who holds a PhD in immunology and genetic engineering, told The New Vision that the $20m (sh34b) project was only awaiting government approval to kick off. 

“This is the first project of this kind to be implemented in Sub-Saharan Africa. Uganda was chosen because of the type of mosquitoes found here and their breeding habits. If the project is implemented, malaria will be reduced by 80% in four years.” 

He said the technique was the outcome of intensive research that was conducted in the Egyptian capital, Cairo, in 1996. 

Dr. Grace Nambatya, the head of the national chemotherapeutic laboratory in Wandegeya, Kampala, said tests had proved that the product was effective in breaking the breeding cycle of mosquitoes without causing any harm to the environment. 

“We have tested the product, which is extracted from plants and found it to be effective. It is a breakthrough in the fight against malaria,” she said recently. 

Malaria accounts for 40% of out-patients and 20% of in-patients in hospitals in Uganda. 

To fight the disease, the Government started indoor spraying of DDT in Oyam and Apac districts in April after the World Health Organisation warned of an increase in malaria and the Rift Valley fever due to increasing temperatures because of global warming. Other 15 endemic districts will also be sprayed, according to the director general of health services, Dr. Sam Zaramba. 

However, environmentalists and other people who are against the use of DDT, like Conservative Party leader, John Ken Lukyamuzi, claim the chemical damages the human brain and causes cancer in the liver.

AIDS drug made for rural women (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/632004 

THE US Centres for Disease Control has developed a home-delivery package of Nevirapine to boost chances of safe birth for pregnant HIV-positive women in rural areas. 

The pilot programme carried out in Tororo district aims at increasing the chances of safe delivery and reducing mother-to-child transmission of HIV. 

Dr. Julius Kalamya, a specialist, said less than 30% of pregnant women deliver in health facilities in Uganda. 

“We found a good number of mothers, who delivered at home because they stayed far away from health facilities. They also lacked transport. One way to look at safety was to pack Nevirapine for them.” 

The take-home Nevirapine syrup is packed in an aluminum foil and is given to the expectant mothers. 

Findings of the pilot project done between October 2005 and December 2007 indicate that 982 pregnant women tested HIV-positive at Tororo Hospital. 

Of these, 807 were given the Nevirapine tablet, while 744 were given the syrup pack. 

The beneficiaries and midwives said it was easy to carry, store and administer. 

Kalamya noted that current health guidelines do not recommend giving the syrup to mothers during their antenatal care visit. 

He urged the health ministry to consider including the provision of the Nevirapine syrup to HIV-infected mothers in its national programmes. Kalamya presented the findings at the ongoing HIV/AIDS implementers’ meeting in Kampala. 
AIDS a security threat - Lt. Gen Katumba (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/632001 

HIV/AIDS is one of the major security threats, the commander of the Land Forces, Gen. Katumba Wamala, has said. He told delegates at the HIV/AIDS implementers’ conference in Kampala yesterday, that to the military, the disease was not a medical issue but a security concern. 

“A combat enemy is easy to deal with. You can know what kind of weapon he is using, you can even know the capabilities that he has, but with AIDS, it is a different cup of tea.” 

He added: “It affects the most important military resource; the personnel.” 

Katumba said many officers had fallen victim to the epidemic. 

The security threat of the disease, he noted, had unfortunately not received a lot of global attention because of its silent nature. 

The UN Security Council in 2002 passed a resolution declaring HIV as a global security threat and called for urgent intervention. However, not much has been done since then. 

Katumba said treatment of HIV-positive soldiers, burial and paying terminal benefits was costly to the institution. 

Dr. Godfrey Bwire of the UPDF said the HIV prevalence rate in the army was high, but he concealed the figures citing security reasons. 

Several soldiers pointed out that the major cause of new infections was involvement in peacekeeping missions. 

Lt. Col. Alain Azondekon from Benin, where 2,500 of its forces are sent to peacekeeping missions annually, said up to 90% of those who returned tested positive. 

Uganda last year sent its troops to Somalia, a number of its Police officers are also serving in Liberia and in the Darfur region in Sudan. 

Participants pointed out that much as the UN demanded soldiers to be screened before they were deployed, many got infected on the missions. 

“When you are in a war, it becomes difficult to appreciate the real threat. If you tell a man on the battle-field to wear a condom, he will ask you how long you expect him to live,” said Lt. Col. Stephen Kusasira, the UPDF HIV/AIDS programme director. 

But rights activists questioned the army on its policy of discriminatory recruitment and mandatory testing before admission to the force. 

The soldiers said the strenuous nature of military training and combat activities necessitated the policies. 

Refugees

UNHCR closes Mulanda transit camp (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/632014 

THE United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has closed Mulanda transit centre in Tororo following the relocation of 2,011 Kenyan refugees to Kiryandongo Refugee Site in Masindi district. 

Roberta Russo, the UNHCR country spokesperson, said 323 asylum seekers had been repatriated to Kenya, while 68 had settled with their relatives and friends in Uganda. “We are planning to implement some rehabilitation activities,” she said in a statement recently. 

Mulanda was home to over 2,000 refugees following the Kenyan post-election violence that left over 1,000 dead and thousands displaced in January. Russo said Kiryandongo has four primary and a secondary school and a health centre.

Global Food Crisis
Farmers start food harvest season (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/631961 

NEW harvests have started flowing into Kampala’s major markets, keeping prices stable, a weekly mini-survey has shown. Fresh beans, peas, maize, matooke, onions and tomatoes are being off-loaded at Nakasero, St. Balikuddembe, Kalerwe, Nakawa and Nateete markets. 

Robert Mugisa, a trader at Nakasero market, said fresh supplies from Kyenjojo, Kiboga, Mubende, Kayunga and Kamwenge had stopped prices from increasing. 

“We have started receiving small amounts of beans and maize, which have helped neutralise prices. I am optimistic that plenty of maize, beans and groundnuts will start arriving in mid-June,” he said.  
Rows threaten world food summit success (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/top/news/usnBAN542720.html 

A U.N. global food crisis summit risked embarrassing failure to reach any formal agreement on combating hunger threatening a billion people worldwide.

Delegates from 183 countries at the Rome talks were supposed to issue a resounding declaration on Thursday on "eliminating hunger and securing food for all".
But squabbling about trade barriers and geopolitics raised the prospect of the statement being scrapped, though diplomats did manage to circumvent a heated debate about biofuels which had put the United States and Brazil on the defensive.

"There are difficult negotiations going on," said Matthew Wyatt, deputy head of the United Nations' International Fund for Agricultural Development.

The meeting was called by the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organisation to seek ways to secure food supplies in the face of rising demand, especially from rapidly developing Asian countries, poor harvests and rising fuel costs.

Those factors have contributed to a doubling of commodity prices over the last couple of years which the World Bank says has put 100 million people at risk of joining the 850 million already going hungry.

The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development sees prices of rice, corn and wheat retreating from peaks but still up to 50 percent higher in the next decade. The FAO says food production must rise 50 percent by 2050 to meet demand.

Despite repeated urgings at the summit to stop talking about hunger and take action, it was the wording of the final document that threatened to undermine the talks' success.

Swedish delegate Tomas Dahlman said most countries disagreed with trade barriers such as export curbs and duties, like those that grain and beef exporter Argentina uses to protect consumers against food inflation -- sparking strikes by powerful farmers.

"Most countries in the world think these are the wrong measures, that's why this language is being proposed in the declaration," he said, adding that Russia also defended timber export tariffs. "Argentina, Russia, they're the most vocal."

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer said countries should understand that such trade restrictions "actually exacerbate" the problem of food price inflation.

"We understand that countries want to protect their food supply and make sure that there's enough food for their own citizens but when there's a lock-out from the marketplace ... prices actually go up," Schafer told reporters in Rome.

Latin American delegates said allies of communist Cuba want to insert language Washington sees as critical of its embargo.

Delegates were seeking last-minute agreement on the text ahead of a closing news conference delayed until 1630 GMT.

BRUTAL PRICE RISE

Ghana's President John Kufuor said that, given the urgency of the food crisis, "it would be disastrous for the survival of mankind if the conclusions reached suffer the same fate" as earlier fruitless international summits.

The point of the summit, which began with speeches by 44 leaders, was questioned by Senegal's President Abdoulaye Wade, a sceptic of international hunger relief and critic of the FAO.

"There's been a brutal rise in prices (of food) and we were told there was a threat hanging over the world and all the heads of state were called to attend," Wade told Reuters.

"I thought it was going to be to answer the question about what should be done, but it wasn't that at all. It was just a conference like any other and that's why I was disappointed."

Others believed the summit had fulfilled its role already by focusing world attention on the hungry and on poor farmers.

"This is at the top of the global agenda and it's none too soon," said Josette Sheeran, head of the World Food Programme which delivers emergency supplies. "Hunger is on the march."

Although the summit was not meant to produce promises of aid or set new global policies, it has put hunger on the agenda of July's Group of Eight summit in Japan. By then U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is due to have issued an action plan.

The Rome debate on the potential benefits to poor farmers of new global trade rules will also feed into a push to conclude the so-called Doha round of World Trade Organisation talks, which reach a potentially conclusive phase in the coming weeks.

Biofuels were the most contentious issue at the summit, with the United States and Brazil defending their use of maize and sugarcane respectively. Washington acknowledges this contributes to food inflation, but says the impact is marginal.

The final declaration was likely to appease both sides with talk of the "challenges and opportunities" of biofuels, which U.S. agriculture official Schafer called "acceptable". 

Fractious summit vows to halve hunger, boost food output (AFP)

http://www.afp.com/english/news/stories/newsmlmmd.315e50c520a35afeaf4a9cadef228063.e1.html 
A UN summit vowed Thursday to halve global hunger by 2015 and take "urgent" action over the global food crisis, but only after going into overtime at a fractious summit in Rome.

In a final declaration at the gathering -- which saw some 6.5 billion dollars (4.1 bln euros) pledged, but which exposed strains notably over biofuels -- world leaders also agreed to boost food production in poor countries.

"We are convinced that the international community needs to take urgent and coordinated action to combat the negative impacts of soaring prices on the world's most vulnerable countries and populations," it said.

The summit was an "important first step" but not sufficient to tackle the global food crisis, British charity Oxfam said.

Oxfam Chief Executive Barbara Stocking said in a statement that while leaders of the world's richest countries had "acknowledged the importance of aid to agriculture", the global food crisis needed "a wide-ranging plan to resolve it."
"As the world's most powerful countries, they must provide more money to deal with the immediate impact of the current crisis but also tackle some of the contributing causes by ending compulsory biofuels targets and providing more long term aid for agriculture," she said.

"The current crisis illustrates starkly that what we need is not business as usual but deep reform of the international trading system," she said.

The declaration was criticized even before it was formally agreed, with Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini calling it "disappointing."

The text was "unfortunately very watered down with respect to the initial ambitions," he said, cited by the ANSA news agency.

Reaffirming a UN goal despite the current crisis -- in which soaring prices have sparked famine and food riots around the world -- the summit vowed to cut "by half the number of undernourished people by no later than 2015."

"There is ... an urgent need to help developing countries and countries in transition expand agriculture and food production and to increase investment (from) both public and private sources," the statement added.

The declaration was finalised only after wrangling went down to the wire at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) headquarters in Rome, with biofuels and trade barriers among the most contentious points.

Biofuel development is promoted notably in Brazil and the United States, but criticised by others as taking up land that could otherwise be used to produce food.

In what critics would likely see as ducking the issue, the declaration says biofuels present both "challenges and opportunities" -- and calls for more research.

The discord blew into the open at a sometimes stormy final session after the talks went into overtime, in which three Latin American countries -- Argentina, Venezuela and Cuba -- repeatedly voiced their dismay.
Cuba's delegate at the final session notably lashed out at the United States and the "sinister biofuels strategy" as well as the "leaders of consumption" which he said marred the accord.

Speaking after the 11th-hour accord, FAO chief Jacques Diouf said some 6.5 billion dollars had been pledged at the summit.

Major pledges came from the Islamic Development Bank (1.5 billion dollars), France (1.5 billion dollars), the World Bank (1.2 billion) and the African Development Bank (1.0 billion), Diouf said.

"Our conference was not a donor conference, but we were pleasantly surprised to receive extremely generous pledges," Diouf said.

The first day of the summit Tuesday saw colourful remarks by the presidents of Iran and Zimbabwe about Western pressure, while there has been plenty of criticism of rich countries' protection of their markets.

But by Wednesday, John Holmes, head of the UN task force on the crisis, said a "broad consensus" had built around an action plan which is to be presented at a Group of Eight meeting in Japan this month, and a G8 summit in July.

Food prices have doubled in three years, according to the World Bank, sparking riots in Egypt and Haiti and in many African nations. Brazil, Vietnam, India and Egypt have all imposed food export restrictions.

In the summit declaration, the leaders vow to "use all means to alleviate the suffering caused by the current crisis, stimulate food production and increase investment in agriculture."

But Italy's foreign minister lamented the lack of real solidarity at the summit.

"There were grand statements, assertions of principle, but I didn't hear the sort of unanimous cohesion that would have been necessary," he said, according to ANSA.
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