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Juba Peace Process
Hopes For Final Peace Falter (IPS)

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=42724 

When he was 10 years old, Alfred Bogomin fled Paicho village in northern Uganda along with his family to escape from the LRA rebels. After 20 years in a displaced persons camp, he returned to his ancestral home last month.

"I am ready to start afresh. I think the peace talks have helped us to resettle. I hope a peace agreement will be signed, so I can bring my father's body back home for a decent burial," Bogomin said. 

In northern Uganda, an entire generation has grown up in the IDP camps, dependent on hand outs from relief organizations. His return to Paicho is not yet final -- he is waiting for the village's surviving elders to declare exactly which land belonged to his now-dead parents. And more worryingly, the peace talks that made it possible for Bogomin and his fellow villagers to return home have faltered. 

An estimated 2 million people have been internally displaced by the conflict in northern Uganda since 1986. Civil war is thought to have killed close to a million people as a result of war and other diseases. The Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels earned particular notoriety as they killed or mutilated many hundreds of people who did not support their war against the government. The LRA also abducted thousands of children to use as fighters and as sex slaves for their top commanders. 

Peace talks initiated in 2006 by Riek Machar, the vice president of the government of Southern Sudan, made slow but significant progress towards ending the conflict. But after two years of negotiations -- during which time LRA representatives traversed northern Uganda to consult with the population and ask for forgiveness for atrocities that had been committed -- LRA leader Joseph Kony refused to sign the final agreement in April. 

He instead demanded clarification on the question of whether indictments issued by the International Criminal Court against him and other top leaders of the LRA for various war crimes including rape, the abduction and mutilation of civilians and the use of child soldiers would be dropped. 

The still-unsigned agreement calls for the creation of special courts within Uganda to handle crimes committed during the conflict, and the application of a traditional justice mechanism known as mato oput. This Acholi ritual for reconciliation would require the rebels to confess their crimes and then drink the bitter oput herb. 

Critics like Francis Onyango, a member of the Uganda Coalition on the ICC, point out that mato oput also requires that an offender's clan or relatives compensate the victims -- an impossibility given the scale of the crimes. A member of the Uganda Coalition on the ICC -- which works to provide Ugandans with information on the role of the International Criminal Court -- Onyango says mato oput can not be applied to any of the top leaders indicted by the ICC. 

The ICC's Chief Prosecutor, Luis Moreno Ocampo, insists indictments against the three top commanders of the LRA will remain in place irrespective of any agreements reached between the LRA and Uganda government. 

Hope of peace fading 

During a state of the nation address on June 6, President Yoweri Museveni said the talks had collapsed and announced that the Ugandan army is preparing for plan B: a military confrontation with the rebels now holed up in the jungles along the border with the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the Central African Republic. 

The army chiefs of Rwanda, Sudan, Uganda and Dr Congo met in Uganda last week to plan joint operations to defeat the rebels and possibly arrest their leaders for trial. 

The Ugandan army estimates that the LRA now consists of about 600 armed men, but the rebels have reportedly been abducting children from the Central African Republic, Sudan and DRC to build up their fighting strength. The LRA has long relied on abducted children for its fighting force. The United Nations Children’s Fund estimated that up to 200,000 children abducted by the rebels in northern Uganda have not been accounted for. 

Yet for Alfred Bogomin any mention of return to war is hair-raising. "Why can't the government continue talking to the LRA? For us the victims, we have forgiven Joseph Kony." Many people in northern Uganda believe that resumption of war will mean a return to the camps. 

The Ugandan government is between a rock and a hard place. They took the case against the LRA rebels to the ICC, yet the very people on whose behalf Museveni's government is seeking justice say they will forgive the rebels if they sign the peace deal. 

Bishop Mac Donald Ochola, a member of the Acholi Religious Leaders' Association -- an inter-faith organization that brings together religious leaders from across northern Uganda to advocate for peace -- says the rebel leader can not see himself being taken to the ICC. 

"He has guns, why would he sign an agreement to hand himself over? I think the purpose of this agreement is peace and so long as we want to get genuine peace, we should accept it if somebody has submitted himself to the traditional justice system. Why should he go again to the ICC?" 

But the Ugandan government is under pressure from other quarters not to sweep the ICC indictments under the carpet for the sake of a peace agreement. 

Dr James Odongo of Amnesty International East Africa says the government can not ignore the heinous crimes committed by the rebels. "We are concerned that the peace negotiations have focused extensively on the displacement of ICC warrants without a comprehensive alternative plan to ensure impunity is addressed." 

Meanwhile the continued delay in finalising the talks is creating growing unease among the people of northern Uganda. Isha Otto, a parliamentarian from northern Uganda, is calling upon the government to make its position on the talks clear. 

He says they have not had any formal official communication from the government peace team on the status of the talks taking place in southern Sudan. "To hear the army spokesman coming out and disclosing that they are going for war against LRA is uncalled for. It is unprincipled and not in the interest of peace talks taking place in Juba." 

The Ugandan government has a difficult decision before it: will it grant further concessions to the rebels or reject their demands and push for an unpopular and potentially risky military option?
South Sudan to boost defences against LRA rebels (Reuters)

http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSL0979763 

South Sudan will send more soldiers to the region bordering Democratic Republic of Congo to guard against further attacks by fugitive Lord's Resistance Army rebels, officials said on Monday.

The SPLA already has 3,000 troops in Western Equatoria State, where LRA fighters killed 23 people including 14 southern Sudanese soldiers in a raid last week that underlined the collapse of two years of peace talks hosted by the south.

"Instructions have been given to the headquarters of the SPLA to increase their presence," southern Interior Minister Paul Mayom told Reuters. "The LRA have proved to be a danger."

Mayom said the extra deployment was aimed at protecting civilians in the area who have often fallen victim of the LRA, which is notorious for mutilating its victims and abducting thousands of children as fighters, porters and sex slaves.

He said SPLA forces would not leave southern Sudan.

"We are ensuring they do not come into our country," Mayom said. "The war is in Uganda. They are supposed to be in Uganda."

Uganda's two-decade war uprooted 2 million people and also destabilised neighbouring parts of oil-producing southern Sudan and mineral-rich eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

But most of the LRA's forces now operate out of hidden camps deep in the thick Garamba Forest of northeastern Congo.

Their elusive leader Joseph Kony, who is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court, failed to appear on the DRC-Congo border in April to sign a final peace deal.

Uganda, Sudan and the DRC have agreed to launch a joint military offensive against the rebels if Kony does not return to talks. But analysts believe such an attack would carry big risks for the forces involved, and would be likely to fail.

Mayom said the difficult terrain in the region -- which is one of Africa's most inaccessible corners -- made it hard to keep track of LRA fighters who move quickly on foot through the bush and are hardened from their long guerrilla campaign.

"You would be lying if you said you were absolutely sure there were none in southern Sudan," he said. "Any number can easily penetrate." 

South Sudan army deploys against LRA (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/South_Sudan_army_deploys_against_LRA.shtml 

South Sudan will send more soldiers to the region bordering DR Congo to guard against further attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels, officials said on Monday. 

The SPLA already has 3,000 troops in Western Equatoria State, where LRA fighters killed 23 people including 14 South Sudanese soldiers in a raid last week that underlined the collapse of two years of peace talks hosted by the south. 

“Instructions have been given to the headquarters of the SPLA to increase their presence,” South Sudan Interior Minister Paul Mayom told Reuters. “The LRA have proved to be a danger.” 

But rebel leader Joseph Kony claims his troops attacked the SPLA base in retaliation. Speaking by Satellite phone on Saturday to Col. Mike Anywar (LRA’s representative on the Cessation of Hostilities Monitoring Team (COHMT), Kony accused the SPLA of sparking the attacks. 

“When Kony spoke to Col. Anywar in the presence of Maj. Gen. Wilson Deng (COHMT chairman), he said the LRA were first attacked at Ri-kwangba, the next day they attacked SPLA at Nabbanga in retaliation,” Dr Obita, who heads the LRA peace delegation said yesterday.

The attack at the DR Congo-South Sudan military outpost of Nabbanga, which served as an observation point for SPLA forces as well as a food distribution centre for the rebels, claimed the life of a major and 21 troops.

Following the attack, the Government of South Sudan (GoSS) announced they are suspending their mediation of the peace process. 

The leader of the Uganda government peace delegation, Dr Ruhakana Rugunda yesterday condemned the attack saying it undermined the signing of the final peace agreement.

“We condemn the attack against the SPLA and the innocent civilians and children. This is total violation of what anybody trying to have a peaceful solution should do,” Dr Rugunda said. 

He, however, said the government was waiting for formal communication from the chief mediator, Dr Riek Machar and the UN special envoy on the LRA war affected countries, Joachim Chissano on the way forward.

However, South Sudan Interior Minister Mayom said the extra deployment was aimed at protecting civilians in the area who have often fallen victim of the LRA, which is notorious for mutilating its victims and abducting thousands of children as fighters, porters and sex slaves. 

“We are ensuring they do not come into our country,” Mr Mayom said. “The war is in Uganda. They are supposed to be in Uganda.” 

Uganda’s two-decade war uprooted two million people and also destabilised neighbouring parts of oil-producing southern Sudan and mineral-rich eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. 

But most of the LRA’s forces now operate out of hidden camps deep in the thick Garamba Forest of northeastern Congo. 

Their elusive leader Joseph Kony, who is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court, failed to appear on the DRC-Congo border in April to sign a final peace deal. 

Uganda, Sudan and the DRC have agreed to launch a joint military offensive against the rebels if Kony does not return to talks. But analysts believe such an attack would carry big risks for the forces involved, and would be likely to fail. 

Mr Mayom said the difficult terrain in the region -- which is one of Africa’s most inaccessible corners -- made it hard to keep track of LRA fighters who move quickly on foot through the bush and are hardened from their long guerrilla campaign.
War-mongering against LRA ‘ill-advised’, warns northern leader (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=78645 

The northern Uganda peace process should still be given a chance despite signals that talks between the government and the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) have virtually collapsed, a key political leader in the region said. 

"Our view is that until the chief mediator [Southern Sudan Vice President Riek Machar] comes up to declare the talks dead, and until they get a report from the Secession of Hostilities Monitoring Committee, war-mongering is ill-advised," said Norbert Mao, chairman of Gulu District, which was the epicentre of decades of conflict. 

Mao, one of the northern leaders who has been at the centre of talks to end fighting between the Ugandan government and the LRA, urged both parties to restrain themselves and give the peace process a chance. Hundreds of thousands of displaced northerners, taking advantage of relative peace in the region since talks began in 2007, have returned to their homes from camps. 

Addressing the Ugandan parliament on 5 June, President Yoweri Museveni said his army was ready to flush the LRA out of its bases in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) if the Congolese government and the UN gave his country the go-ahead. 

"I can assure all of you Ugandans that [LRA leader Joseph] Kony cannot disturb the peace in northern Uganda given the nature of professionalism of the Uganda Peoples Defence Forces (UPDF). We now have sophisticated equipment and are ready to respond,” the president said. 

“Since Kony is in Congo, it is now the responsibility of [DRC President Joseph] Kabila and the UN to call on us,” he told the legislators. “In case Congo asks for our assistance, we are ready and prepared to go and destroy him."
Mao said leaders in northern Uganda feared that "trigger-happy elements in the Ugandan 

government have had the upper-hand” but this would not help build peace here. “For sure the majority of the fighters in the LRA want to come back home, but the ICC [International Criminal Court] warrants against their leaders are keeping them hostage,” he told IRIN on 9 June. “The ICC is not helping Uganda at all.” 

The Rome-based court has prepared charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, and indicted five top LRA leaders. But the charges have become a sticking point in the peace talks, with LRA leaders demanding that they be dropped before their fighters can renounce war. 

“Our view in northern Uganda is that the [UN] Security Council should suspend the indictments and see how the alternative justice works. We are sure this will reassure the LRA to further pursue the peace process. The Rome Statute allows that," Mao, who is also a lawyer, explained, referring to the instrument that sets out the ICC’s rules of procedure. 

The situation has, however, been complicated by reports that the LRA killed 21 people including women and children as well as fighters of the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA), in an attack in Southern Sudan on 5 June. Uganda government spokesman Capt. Chris Magezi said the LRA attacked the SPLA and civilians in Nabanga, near the Sudan-DRC border, where LRA fighters were expected to assemble if the talks had succeeded. 

"The attack was near the assembly area and 21 people including women, children and SPLA fighters were killed," he said. 

He denied reports that the attack followed another jointly carried out by the SPLA and the Ugandan army on the LRA bases. "The LRA has been making that accusation but they are just trying to cover up many things they have been doing lately,” he added. “Our nearest position is over 1,000 km away in Koboko [northwestern Uganda]." 

Echoing Museveni’s call, he added: “The UPDF is ready to help in jointly fighting the LRA through sharing intelligence with both the SPLA and the Congolese army. Should they also need our active participation, we are also ready.” 

But the government chief negotiator and interior minister Ruhakana Rugunda who had just met the UN envoy to the region, former Mozambican president Joachim Chissano, said that the government was still committed to the peace process and that it awaited a report from the mediators to make "a proper assessment of the process and decide the way forward”. 

“In any case negotiations were completed and what remained was appending signatures on the final agreement," he said. 

Activist wants LRA denied arms (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/632538 

THE LRA insurgency in northern Uganda could be history if arms dealers stopped supplying the rebels with arms, according to the executive director the Pan African Movement. 

Grace Kabayo, who did not name any arms dealer working with the rebel leader, Joseph Kony, observed that the suppliers had kept the rebellion alive for the past two decades through their dealings. 

She was last week addressing journalists at their offices in Kampala. 

On the talks between the rebels and the Ugandan Government in the South Sudanese capital Juba, Kabayo said there were indicators that they had failed and there was need for new approaches to resolve the rebellion. 

“African states should cooperate and not allow arms destined for rebel groups like the LRA to move via their countries.” 

Two weeks ago, army chiefs from Uganda, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo met in Kampala to design strategies to wipe out the LRA, which has a presence in their countries. 
Northern Uganda 
RDC advises against camps (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/632539 
LIRA-People still living in IDP camps in Acholi should think of being self-reliant and go back home to foster development in the region. The deputy resident district commissioner, Geoffrey Aluma, added that most of the displaced people in Lango had returned home voluntarily. “Donors should not withdraw but help the people to go back home by giving them start-up income.” He was addressing journalists at his office.

Kolo appeals for harmony (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/632539 
AMURU-Former LRA operations chief Brig. Sam Kolo has appealed to formerly internally displaced people, now returning to their villages, to live in harmony and avoid conflict. There have been land wrangles among families, which they say was delaying the return process. Kolo was on Friday speaking during a mobilisation rally organised by the district reconciliation and peace team at Jeng-Gari in Pabbo sub-county.
Western Uganda
Rukungiri cut off from Bushenyi (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/632541 

ACCESS to Rukungiri from Bushenyi district through the Kitagata-Bushenyi road is now impossible after floods destroyed Kafunjo Bridge. 

The bridge, which was constructed in 1961, also connects Mutara and Kabira sub-counties in Bushenyi. By Sunday, no vehicle could use the road. 

Residents appealed to the works ministry to quickly repair the bridge because their businesses had been interrupted. Vehicles heading to Rukungiri from Bushenyi now have to use Rukungiri-Ntungamo or Ishaka-Rukungiri roads, which are longer. 

Bushenyi district engineer Kiiza Mbonimpa said he was yet to visit the bridge but had sent there a team of technocrats. 

However, he noted that the team could not assess the problem immediately because of the heavy running water. 

“But they will go back and we resolve the problem.” 
Health 
Cholera kills 4 in Butaleja (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/632654 

FOUR people have died of cholera and 29 are admitted in critical condition in Butaleja district. The district health officer, Dr. Kenneth Mweru, said the four were at Nabiganda health centre in Kachonga sub-county. 

“They complained of severe diarrhoea and vomiting. We took samples of their stool for examination at Busolwe Hospital and the tests confirmed that they are suffering from cholera,” Mweru said on Sunday. 

The most affected areas , Mweru said, were Kachonga, Butaleja and Mazimasa sub-counties. 

He said Nabiganda health centre had been gazetted to handle cholera patients, while others were admitted in Butaleja health centre and Kabasa Memorial Hospital. 

Mweru said the Ministry of Health had delivered gloves and drugs to curb the disease. “A health team is educating the communities on how to avoid contracting the disease.” 

Mweru advised residents to boil drinking water and eat warm food as preventive measures. 

He attributed the outbreak of the disease to the poor sanitation and heavy rains that caused the flooding of the Manafwa and Namatala rivers. 

“The pit latrine coverage in Butaleja is less than 60%. 

“Even those available are in water-logged areas and have collapsed, forcing people to use bushes for both the long and short calls.” 

Moses Wabala, the head of Nabiganda health centre, said they receive at least two new cases daily. 

The LC5 chairman, Richard Waya, said the selling cooked food stuffs and fruits on roadsides had been banned to contain the disease. 

“We have instructed LCs to arrest anybody who does not comply with this directive.” 

Cholera is an acute diarrhoea illness caused by ingestion of food or water contaminated with bacteria, according to the World Health Organisation. 

It has a short incubation period, from less than one day to five days. 

The symptoms include diarrhoea that can quickly lead to severe dehydration and death if treatment is not prompt. 

Vomiting also occurs in most patients.

The pilot vaccination project due in June will target young girls between the ages 10-20 (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/The_pilot_vaccination_project_due_in_June_will_target_young_girls_between_the_ages_10-20.shtml 

Approximately 274,000 women mostly in developing countries like Uganda die of cervical cancer of the cervix every year.

Cervical cancer is the leading killer of all the cancers that affect women in the world. Ms Sarah Nyombi says however that the cancer can be treated if detected early.

“That is the reason the government has accepted the vaccination efforts,” she says.

The Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine, the first in the country is to be administered first in Ibanda and Nakasongola districts before being taken to the rest of the country. The primary cause of the cancer is HPV, which is sexually transmitted although it is believed that it can also be transmitted through skin-to skin genital contact without sexual intercourse and anyone who engages in sex risks getting the HPV infection.

In Uganda, over 80 percent of women are diagnosed very late when it cannot be prevented. This is the reason the vaccination is to be administered to young girls who are not yet sexually active.

In most districts in Uganda, some women always complain of abnormal bleeding. Medics believe this is a sign of the cancer which should be attended to immediately it sets in.

The Network of African Women Ministers and Parliamentarians (Uganda Chapter) have advocated for the vaccination because cancer of the cervix has remained a major health risk globally and in Uganda in particular. Ms Sarah Nyombi, the chairperson of the network says almost a third of the cancers at the country’s largest hospital Mulago are cervical cancers. 

Cancer can be of many types. There is breast cancer, ovarian cancer, cancer of the uterus, fallopian cancer, and cervical cancer which is believed to be a major killer of all the cancers.

The pilot vaccination project due in June will target young girls of ages 10 to 20. “This is because these young girls are not yet exposed to sex. The more the sex exposure, the more risks of contracting cervical cancer,” she says. She adds that the vaccine is given in form of an injection in the upper arm and it takes three doses to fully achieve its effectiveness.

In many developing countries, Uganda inclusive, there are few screening services for prevention, diagnosis and treatment of the cervical cancer. This therefore calls for vaccination services to protect young girls against the HPV virus that may cause the cancer later in their lives. The disease is less common in developed countries, where regular checkups (screening services) are available.

Health workers say the vaccine is given in three doses. The second dose is given one month after the first dose and the third six months after the first dose.

However, cancer of the cervix can also be prevented through screening and also through life-long abstinence. 

Ms Beatrice Rwakimari a member of the same women network says that out of 100 women, 46 suffer from the cervical cancer in Uganda but they do not know it.

She says fighting cancer of the cervix is the only way the country can achieve maternal health. “If it is detected early, the patient can be put on radiography and this would ease the pain the cancer subjects the woman to,” she says.

Cervical cancer can take 10 to 15 years hibernating in one’s body before it manifests itself so most people live with it blindly.

The onset signs of the cancer are painful sexual intercourse, abnormal bleeding out of the usual cycle, and vaginal warts.

Ms Nyombi, MP Ntengeru County says she has frequently received complaints of women who experience excessive bleeding and has on many occasions advised them to visit health units for screening because she immediately suspects them to have cervical cancer. 

“But because the hospitals do not have these screening facilities, most women end up with the disease because they can’t be helped at all,” she says. 

TB cases neglected, warn researchers (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/426/632592 

TB/HIV infection control activities in Uganda are poor or non-existent, a joint research by the International Union against TB and the health ministry has said, reports Barbara Among. 

The research carried out in 26 districts showed that 40% of health facilities at lower levels did not have a medical officer trained to handle TB/HIV cases. 

The research was carried out to determine services available for TB/HIV diagnosis and care, extent of implementation of collaborative services and the capacity of human resources for TB/HIV. 

The union’s delegate, Anna Nakanwagi, said a big number of the health facilities lacked TB/HIV diagnostic services, adding that most health centres that offered treatment were mainly NGOs or faith-based. 

TB screening of HIV clients was very low, only 27% of health centres IV and 37% of health centres III carried out the exercise, she said. 

“Training in TB/HIV activities was generally poor with only 20% medical officers, 42% clinical officers and 47% of the nurses trained,”Nakanwagi told the HIV/AIDS conference last Friday.

M7 warns on Hepatitis (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/632600 

People should guard against sharing sharp instruments like razor blades, drinking straws and smoking pipes which are a major mode of transmitting hepatitis, the President has advised. 

Yoweri Museveni also directed district medical officers and other health workers to educate the public about the disease. 

The President made the comments on Friday as he paid his last respects to his cousin, Nathan Tugutu, who died of hypertension in Mayanja Memorial Hospital in Mbarara. 

Tugutu was buried in Kageera village, Kesogona sub-county in Lyantonde district. 

Accompanied by his wife Janet, Museveni hailed Tugutu for his hard work and tireless efforts to fight poverty. 

Tugutu’s relatives and friends described him as courageous and peace-loving. They commended him for his zeal for development, adding that he was a progressive farmer, who had over 1,600 head of cattle. 

Canon Enock Katojo, who presided over the burial, said Tugutu died a saved man. 

Museveni explained that apart from paying his last respects to his fallen cousin, he had come to sensitise the people on the dangers of hepatitis. 

Hepatitis is a blood-borne infectious disease caused by a virus, which affects the liver. It is spread by blood-to-blood contact and has no vaccine. 

There are six known hepatitis viruses: A, B, C, D, E and G. There are between 150 to 200 million people world-wide who are infected with hepatitis C. 

Currently, Kitgum district in northern Uganda has an outbreak of hepatitis E, which has killed 40 people. 

Symptoms of hepatitis can be managed medically and patients can be cleared of the virus by a course of anti-viral medicine. 

Some African cultural traditions influence spread of AIDS – UN report (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26945&Cr=aids&Cr1= 

9 June 2008
Cultural factors in Africa, including gender inequalities, wife inheritance and some sexual practices, need to change and be better understood if the fight against HIV/AIDS is to be more effective, according to a new United Nations report. 

The report, issued today by the UN Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa (CHGA), calls for serious “discussion and action” on cultural issues which many societies find uncomfortable and challenging, but which determine the spread of HIV and undermine the effectiveness of national responses to the epidemic. 

As an example, the report cites the fact that married women are at a high risk of contracting HIV when cultural norms condone male promiscuity or patriarchal control of the married couple's sexual activities. In many African cultures, the report says, widows have very limited legal rights to claim their family property. 

After the report was presented to him today in New York, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon backed its call for action. 

“We must learn better to grasp how cultural norms and attitudes increase the risk of infection. It is why we must enforce laws to eliminate violence against women and girls and take action to improve the lives of AIDS orphans,” he said. 

Today’s report also argues that while some cultural norms and practices can fuel HIV transmission, others can have a positive impact. “For example”, it says, “male circumcision, which has been practiced for centuries in some cultures and communities, has been found to decrease the risk of HIV transmission in men. 

Challenging another assumption, the report finds that although polygamy has been thought to be one of the major factors promoting the spread of HIV in Africa, the evidence supporting this notion was inconsistent. In Ghana, for instance, the prevalence of HIV infection was lowest in the north, where 44 percent of marriages are polygamous. 

In a related development, the UN-backed Global Fund to Fight AIDS Tuberculosis and Malaria today announced that its programmes have helped 1.75 million people living with HIV receive lifesaving antiretroviral treatment – up by 59 per cent since last year. 

“We are halfway to 2015, which is the year the United Nations has set to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),” said Michel Kazatchkine, Executive Director of the Global Fund. “So far, we are far behind the targets in reducing the mortality from AIDS, TB and malaria, but the results coming in over the past years give hope that we can still catch up and reach the targets if we continue to scale up investments,” he added. 

In addition, the Global Fund reported that it has funded treatment for more than 3.9 million people who have contracted tuberculosis, which causes up to one third of AIDS deaths worldwide each year. 

The Fund has also delivered 59 million insecticide-treated bed nets to families at risk of malaria. 

The results were released to coincide with the General Assembly’s High-Level Meeting on HIV/AIDS, which is starting in New York tomorrow. 

In further remarks today, Mr. Ban said that the global community had risen to the occasion in response to the AIDS pandemic in African countries. 

“We have seen an international movement towards universal access to prevention, treatment, care and support,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Peter Piot, Executive Director of UNAIDS, told reporters in New York that there have been some real results in the campaign against HIV/AIDS: 

“Three million people are on anti-retroviral therapy, including 2 million in Africa…in 2001 there were less than 200,000 people on anti-retroviral therapy and most of them were living in Brazil because that was the only big country in the developing world that was offering this free to its citizens,” he said.

Christian Nachan: "They told me I had to leave because my family was dying" (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=78649 

Christian Nachan was forced to leave her manyatta, a small group of mud huts that make up a homestead in the remote region of Karamoja in northeastern Ugandan, when her husband, his second wife and two of her children died. After discovering she was HIV-positive, she started a new life in the town of Kotido. 

"Three years ago, my husband died. Also my co-wife [his second wife] died and two of my children. In the village they started beating me and saying that because my family is dying I must leave the village. I left in the evening hours and slept in a bush nearby, and then went to town the next day and looked for a place to stay. 

"In Abim [district in Karamoja], I found small work washing and cleaning and fetching water for people. My husband's brother came to find me and marry me. I moved to Kotido with him; he is sick too. 

"I hear news of the village, and the children say, ‘Why don't you return?’ But the people of the manyatta are not willing to receive me back. 

"People in town, they say, ‘This weak one! What's wrong with you?’ But now they see strength coming to me. 

"I am learning how and when to take [antiretroviral] drugs and so I am not so sick. The main problem is hunger - when you are taking drugs on an empty stomach you are vomiting and having dizziness. 

"After I saw other people improve, I thought, ‘Let me look for that life so I will also become somebody’. 

“Now I am two months pregnant. I will come here to take drugs during the labour and to take care of the child. In my mind I'm thinking maybe I will deliver a child who is HIV-positive and I am having fear that the child will develop this sickness like me. But if I follow what they are telling me at the centre maybe the child will not be sick." 

Why is AIDS on the rise despite increased funding? (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/426/632590 

THE HIV implementers meeting that ended on Saturday in Kampala had all the trappings of big money: rich donors like the US government, the Global Fund and the World Bank, 1,700 participants, media from around the world, the luxurious surroundings of two expensive hotels and a stunning menu of well-funded research on every imaginable aspect of HIV/AIDS. 

Yet one conclusion was inescapable: we are not winning the war against HIV. 

Some prominent speakers acknowledged that more money was yet to provide a positive answer. 

“Many of our most trusted interventions are at best unproven, at worst disproved,” noted David Wilson of the World Bank’s Global AIDS team. 

“The best preventive intervention in the history of the epidemic, male circumcision, is barely advancing.” 

“Much as reducing the number of sexual partners has been the major contributor to reducing HIV transmission, except for Uganda early in the epidemic, that happened but not because of formal programmes,” he added. 

Wilson spoke against a backdrop of steadily rising HIV/AIDS funding. Under the US Presidential Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, funding shot to $6b in 2008 compared to the $2.3b in 2004, according to Dr. Thomas Kenyon, an official. 

In Uganda, the plan has pledged $283m this year, compared to $236m in 2007. Also, the six-year-old Global Fund has committed more than $11b in 136 AIDS-affected countries in the developing world, with 60% of the funds going to African countries. 

Ironically, progress was more dramatic 25 years ago when there was little funding. The UNAIDS boss, Dr. Peter Piot, said with every two people on treatment worldwide, five people were becoming infected with HIV daily. 

First Lady Janet Museveni explained it this way: “In the late 1980s and the early 90s, there was a sense of urgency to stop AIDS and we had many volunteers. 

“At that time, there were no financial rewards. Then money started coming in and we lost volunteers when we institutionalised recruitment.” 

Today, the rate of new infections in Uganda is rising by as much as 2% in some areas. 

Various arguments are offered to explain why the dramatic rise in spending has brought a less-than-dramatic reduction in the rates of HIV-infections. 

Some say the easy battles have all been won. Others blame changing morals or complacency. But others ask whether the huge establishment created by HIV spending is losing sight of simple things that make a difference. 

As Wilson put it: “We must understand, but not overcomplicate.” 

That may be hard because the HIV/AIDS sector has become a massive industry, sometimes concerned with perpetuating itself. In fact, conference sponsors already were thinking about the next big AIDS gathering. 

During last week’s meeting, they refused to release research papers to the media because the same presentations will be made at the International AIDS conference to take place from August 3 to 8 in Mexico City. Apparently, they did not want the Kampala meeting to pre-empt the Mexico agenda. 

Meanwhile, the HIV/AIDS sector’s size has brought duplication of services, donor programmes and poor coordination of activities. 

The donor market, dedicated to combating HIV/AIDS, is crowded and agencies have begun fighting for attention and space, observed the UNAIDS deputy executive director, Michel Sidibe. 

“We are trying to deal with the magnitude of the epidemic. But on many occasions, we have been doing it in an uncoordinated manner,” Sidibe said. “We need to simplify and coordinate the aid money.” 

The World Bank’s operations adviser, Jonathan Brown, agreed that duplication and competition of donor activities was alive but perhaps natural. 

In the competition for funds, some anti-HIV activists feel squeezed out. 

Phillip Mitchell, who is a director of Hope Clinic in Kampala, said the implementers meeting did not guide small NGOs on how to access funds. 

“To scale up, you have to bring in more people. There are large multi-national companies that have money. But they are not bringing in new organisations. Donors should make it easier for new implementers to get into the system,” said Mitchell. 

These problems are not limited to Uganda. In Rwanda, Agnes Binagwaho, the executive secretary of the National AIDS Control Commission, said lack of coordination had led to fragmentation of donor programmes. “Aid is lost in overhead costs and funding, which is unpredictable, comes late.” 

The anti-HIV effort also suffers because donors sometimes do not have the same priorities as beneficiaries. Several African countries have weak, non-functional health systems and keep requesting for technical support for infrastructure development – to increase capacity and systems of storage for donated drugs, for instance. 

Primary health care state minister Emmanuel Otaala said: “Donors cannot allow us to put up infrastructure or train human resource. In the end, we only distribute drugs but lack human resource.” 

While health officials deal with such questions, there are ominous signs that the HIV epidemic could become worse. 

According to Dr. Peter Piot, AIDS remains the first cause of death after malaria and respiratory tract infections. 

Today, three million people living in the developing world are on ARV treatment and another six million need ARVs. 

Health experts forecast that by the year 2010, the number of people in need of ARV treatment will be 10 million worldwide. 

Still, universal access to ARVs cannot be achieved by 2010, given that only 20% of people worldwide, know their HIV status, which is prerequisite to accessing treatment.
Minorities matter a lot in AIDS fight (New Vision - EDITORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/632478 

The director general of the Uganda AIDS Commission, Dr. Kihumuro Apuuli, has observed that the gay community in the country should not be neglected while designing anti-HIV/ AIDS strategies. Kihumuro’s advice should be taken seriously. 

Uganda’s success in the fight against HIV/AIDS is attributed to its openness and practical approach. Although homosexuality is a crime in Uganda which attracts a stiff prison sentence, that should not be the focus of the struggle against HIV/AIDS infection. In any case, research evidence shows that gay people are not the major drivers of infection in Uganda. But even if they were, it is wrong and self-defeating to focus on mode of infection rather than prevention. Because of the prejudice attached to homosexuality, there is a tendency to treat HIV/AIDS as a moral issue when it is essentially a public health matter. 

No matter how people get infected, they have a right to treatment. The gay rights demonstrators last week were not right to gatecrash an HIV/AIDS meeting but it is equally wrong to dismiss some of their complaints as inconsequential. 

Gay people need as much protection as anybody else for the simple reason that ignoring any minority group undermines the fight against HIV/AIDS. HIV does not discriminate according to the mode of infection and will continue circulating in any sexually active society if not reined in. 

To date, our HIV prevention strategies have worked to bring down infection rates to about 6% but it has stagnated there, implying that new strategies are needed to reduce it further. 

So far, the ABC strategy has targeted unmarried people and heterosexuals but minority groups such as gay and commercial sex workers are left out. 

Strategies to address such minorities’ needs should be explored because they are part and parcel of our society and cannot be wished away. As the Rev. Can. Gideon Byamugisha correctly puts it, we cannot put conditions on who will survive and who will die. The principal agenda must be saving lives. 

Media Freedom
Govt got its media strategy totally wrong (Daily Monitor - OPINION)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/Moses_s/Govt_got_its_media_strategy_totally_wrong.shtml 

Moses Sserwanga

Government has  heightened  its preparedness to clamp down on the independent media. President Museveni’s attack on Daily Monitor in his State of the Nation address last week was a clear signal that government was not about to respect press freedoms and freedom of thought in the country.

In  fact, by the time Mr Museveni was venting his anger at the media, a group of middle aged state operatives were  in communist China to acquire skills on how to muzzle the media.

The Uganda Newspaper Editors and Proprietors Association has rightly and promptly objected to the state machination’s to gag the media.

It’s a fact that journalism is no easy task at the best of times-  especially when questions are raised  about the workings of journalists and the capacity of the media  especially those outside the realm of government- to provide  accurate,  reliable and timely information on the conduct of those who are in charge of running the government.

The role of the media in a young democracy like Uganda is very crucial in highlighting and exposing  the wrongs/excesses of government officials and the widespread corruption in public service. 

And while media firms and journalists’ groups like UNEPA  should promote higher professional standards among journalists, it’s  also the duty of the press as the  4th estate to oppose abuse of power by those who are in authority.

It’s now an accepted  international legal norm that a free media is essential for creation of democratic societies. This is a universal and fundamental right.

During his address, Museveni displayed  a copy of Daily  Monitor, which he claimed carried a false story about the sale of Dairy Corporation to a Thai investor  for a nominal fee of one dollar. 

But apart from bashing the newspaper for  publishing ‘falsehoods’ no government official- not even the President- has come out to put the facts  right on what transpired in that transaction. 

Just like the secretive oil  extraction contracts  being entered into by government, the citizens have an inherent right to know what their government is doing. Because whatever government officials  do, they  do it or  should  do it for the benefit of the  people.

That’s why government has got its media strategy fundamentally wrong. In the wake of enormous changes now overtaking the media; the advent of digital reporting, text news messages and global phenomena of the dot-com journalism, it’s futile for government to send its media brains for training in a communist country still buried in medieval times where rulers are the law.

It’s  on record that China  and North Korea are  still the worst  abusers of media and other human freedoms in the world. But they too are now feeling the pinch for sticking to the primitive draconian communist policies which were designed to stifle civil liberties and protect tyrants.

But being the hosts of the Olympic games set for August, China is now left with no option but to open up to the outside world and embrace a free world with a free media. North Korea is following suit.

The Uganda  government therefore should be sending its media  strategists for training in vibrant democracies in Europe, India  and America to learn from their experiences on how to counter ‘negative’ publicity, but not to the restrictive/ undemocratic regimes like China.

Government should  provide  open access to official information and should train its spokespersons and media strategists on the need to provide media with up-to-date and reliable information on all matters of governance.

A media  strategy that encourages  intellectual discourse, openness on part of government, dialogue and  tolerance for divergent views will go a long way to grow our democracy. Gagging the media is not a good idea and it won’t work.

The  writer is  a journalist and  advocate 

Global Food Crisis
Farmers urged to seize food price opportunity (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business_power/Farmers_urged_to_seize_food_price_opportunity.shtml 

The Minister for Trade and tourism yesterday urged farmers to produce on a large scale to be able to cater for both local international markets.

Minister Serapio Rukundo at the same time refuted claims that exporting food commodities to neighbouring countries was the root cause of rising food pricing in the country. 

He instead encouraged farmers to work harder and increase out put.

He said farmers should be happy that food prices are rising because they stand to benefit more when prices of their produce go up, confirming earlier statements made by President Museveni, when he said that rise in food prices was good for the country.

“When prices of food stuffs go up, farmers get more returns and are encouraged to produce,” Mr Rukundo said, after launching a pilot project that intends to identify and quantify non-tariff barriers of trade at Grand Imperial hotel.

Mr Rukundo added that increase in price should tally with increase in production to increase the country’s export capacity. He noted the need for farmers to produce improved quality products. 

At the same time, deputy director of Uganda Export Promotion Board Ben Naturinda dismissed allegations of exporting food being the cause of rising food prices and instead attributed it the global food prices.

He said the increasing cost of fuel on the international market as well as a growing need in energy production worldwide was responsible for the rising food prices.

“The phenomenon is something the government has no control over. Food prices at the local level are determined by what happens at the global level,” Mr Naturinda said. 
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